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IN SCHOOLS

Spotlight on: Teaching Reading in Schools

By Christine Bruzzese, Director, Municipal Library

Reading is one of the most important skills to learn and there are many

approaches to teaching reading that have evolved over time. This article includes

a few resources in the Municipal Library collection on teaching reading.

The report, "Teaching 600,000 "Johnnys" to Read" was published in 1962 by the

Division of Elementary Schools at the New York City Board of Education. It
summarizes the proceedings of the Reading Academy of the Division of

Elementary Schools. Here is one page from an address "Reading and the
Younger Child" by Dr. Mary W. Moffitt, Associate Professor of Education, Queens

College.

Reading and the Younger Child

By Dr. Mary W. Moffitt, Associate Prof

of Education, Queens Col-

lege, who answers the double question, “Is it true that children can be
— and should be — taught to read at a younger age than most children

are now taught?”

LET ME CLARIFY the question first, please, to set
up some definitions, before I undertake to answer it.
When I speak of “younger children” or “younger
age,” I shall be referring to children under six years
of age. Furthermore, I shall assume that “taught to
read” implies the use of some formal system of read-
ing mechanics, with the hope that these mechanics
will prepare children for the act of reading or will
result in their reading from the printed page before
the first grade.

And as I attempt to answer the question, note that
I shall not discuss any particular one method of teach-
ing — there are many “systems” being proposed and
tried.

So perhaps I should restate the first part of the
question: “Is it true that children of 3, 4, and 5 years
of age can be taught to read, through some formalized
method of instruction?”

The answer is, “Yes, it is true.”

No New Discovery

Some children can be taught to read during these
early years. This is not a new idea, although much
of the recent publicity would have the public believe
that this fact has just been discovered. We have
known for a long time that, if an adult will take time,
have patience, and apply drill consistently for a
period of time, some children will develop the skill
of word pronunciation.

We can also teach a child to walk a few months
carlier if we proceed with systematic training. First,
we can teach him to crawl by putting his food out of
reach, a few inches at a time. Then we can hold the
food up in the air, so he has to stand erect and reach
for it. We can exercise his legs and put him in a
“walker.” In fact, it has not been so long ago that
we did use “walkers.” Then we discovered that the
child might begin to walk before his bone structure
had developed well gh to support his weight.
With training and effort, we may get a child to walk
a few months earlier than he would walk naturally;

PAGE 8

but if he is going to learn to walk naturally without
all the prior training, is the amount of time consumed
in teaching him to walk proportionate to the time
gained? What values accrue from the acceleration of
a few months? Will he be a better runner at fifteen
years of age because he learned to walk sooner?

It has always been amazing to me, when I see ani-
mal acts, that they can be taught to perform such
complicated feats. Elephants, sea lions, dogs, horses,
bears and many other animals perform almost-human
acts. Then one begins to think of the hours of training
that have gone into getting the animal to perform.
One marvels at the patience, persistence, and concen-
tration that the trainer must have had in order to
obtain such end results.

Although the animal seems to go through the per-
formance eagerly, we see that it is constantly seeking
a reward of some kind for what it has done. The true
incentive is the lump of sugar, the bit of fish, the pat
on the head, or whatever it is that the trainer pro-
vides. It is the reward that the animal looks for when
it does what it would not do of its own volition. We
note, also, that the animal responds to a selected pat-
tern or response in a subjective manner or with sub-
dued defiance because the animal accepts the trainer
as his master.

Now, a human being has higher intellectual ability
than do animals. He, too, will respond to the rewards
and expectations of those adults upon whom he is
dependent. So, with similar amounts of patience, per-
sistence, and effort, we can train (and I repeat train)
very young children to identify symbols and to utter
appropriate sounds for them.

Yes, some children can be taught to make the de-
sired responses to written symbols at an early age.
Of course, we have no way of knowing the effects of
such training. What does it do to the child as a de-

loping personality? How dependent does he be-
come upon approval and reward for future tasks? Is
he fully aware of what it is that we are demanding
of him? What feelings does he build with the act of

TEACHING 600,000
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"Reading Grades 7-8-9: A Teacher's Guide to Curriculum Planning” dates from
1958 and was reprinted in 1964. This guide focuses on how teachers can assist
the more advanced students at intermediate and early high-school level to grow
and develop their reading skills. Beyond school, they would need to be efficient
and good readers in their adult lives. Pictured below is the introduction to teaching
Reading for Appreciation.

Part Three: Keﬂdiﬂy for
Appreciation

Scope and Sequence of Skills

The Meaning of the Appreciation of Literature
AT THE LEVEL OF ENTERTAINMENT

Reading for appreciation, or with appreciation, has too frequently been
regarded as reading for mere pleasure or entertainment. In common prac-
tice this has tended to become a quick and easy way to obtain only the sheer
action elements of the story, especially the adventure and suspense, and
consequently to ignore or skim hurriedly over everything between stirring
incidents.

There would be but little reason to turn to great literature if apprecia-
tion meant no more than this. Such thrills can be obtained much more
readily from the comic strips or from TV. But this is appreciation at its
most crude level, the instinctive level that requires no learning, no guidance
by the teacher. It is as natural as the response to the jungle rhythm of jazz
music.

LEVEL oF RicHER UNDERSTANDING

There are, however, other levels of pleasure in reading, just as there are
in music. At one such level the reader reads not only for the interest of the
story as action, that is, to see what happens, but also to understand the
characters, their ever-changing personalities, their feelings and their motives,
and to recognize how all these elements shape the nature of the events that
follow. This fuller understanding enriches his appreciation.

LEVEL oF EMOTIONAL RESPONSE

Even so, appreciation is incomplete without the reader’s own changing
emotional responses as his sympathies follow the experiences in the selec-
tion. This appropriate emotional rapport with the selection is an essential
element in appreciation.

LEVEL OF ACTIVE PARTICIPATION

Furthermore, he should read actively and creatively. Just as a tennis player
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"Dick and Jane Revisited: A Study of Gender Bias in Children's Reading
Materials" is a report published by the Comptroller's Office in 1991. Ten readers
used in New York City schools were examined and it was found that men were
more frequently and positively presented then women. Here is a summary of the
conclusions and recommendations from the researchers.

s

II. Improvements sought in readers.
A, Conclusions

Selections from the readers reviewed in this study
were found to be biased in favor of boys and men: males
are the focus of 10% more reading selections and 16% more
illustrations than females, and twice as many males as
females are portrayed as job holders. !

The underrepresentation of females may suggest that
less importance is attached to them. In addition,
failure to depict women as independent wage earners may
reduce young girls' sense of opportunity and reinforce
stereotypes.

The findings of bias contained herein echo the
limited scholarly literature on the subject (see Appendix
AL This study, in the context of that broader
literature, suggests that continued efforts to eradicate
gender bias are warranted.

B. Recommendations

Toward the goal of improving children's readers by
reducing gender bias, the following recommendations are
presented.

I Girls and women should be represented in narrations
and illustrations with the same frequency as boys
and men.

20 As is the case with male portrayals, portrayals of

women should include their depiction as wage
earners.
&l When, because of its status as a classic, a

selection that contains bias is included in a
reader, interpretive notes and/or exercises should
accompany the selection in the teachers' text and,
as appropriate, the students' text.

4. Curriculum coordinators and others concerned with

instruction should petition publishers for unbiased
materials.

Municipal Library Notes April 1922 "What Other
Cities are Doing" and the Role of Policewomen

By Christine Bruzzese, Director, Municipal Library

The Municipal Library Notes issue for April 26, 1922, included a periodic feature
called "What Other Cities are Doing." News from London reveals that the
Metropolitan Police Force was eliminating police jobs for women, believing these
positions to be unnecessary and expensive. Below is the article from Municipal
Library Notes.
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What Other Cities are Doing

A 6-cent street car fare for Chicago, effective May 1st, has been ordered by
the Illinois Commerce Commission. Transfers will be issued at present without
additional charge. Children may ride for 3 cents. The new order was announced
by Chairman Smith as an experiment to be tried until January 1st.

The Milwaukee, Wis., Harbor Commission will make a commercial and indus-
trial survey of the harbor of that city and the country tributary to the Lake Michigan
ports. Upon this will depend the character of the terminals that first will be planned
in the harbor development. 3

A Toledo port zone survey will be a valuable piece of municipal advertising,
its sponsors say, even if the St. Lawrence deep sea waterways project is not con-
summated. A $5,000 appropriation to carry on this study was recommended by a
Council committee recently. It will be done by experts under the supervision of the
service director and port commission, so the “Toledo City Journal” informs us.

Under the provision of a law passed last year by the State of Wisconsin, the
City of Milwaukee has created the office of Real Estate Agent.

London’s women police are “not a necessity and are too costly to maintain as a
luxury.” Sir William Horwood, Commissioner of Metropolitan Police, has found,
and as a result the women’s patrols will be disbanded, according to the “Daily Mail.”
London has 100 pelice women and the maintenance of them costs £50,000 annually.

St. Louis Chamber of Commerce has created a Citizens Committee of 206 promi-
nent men and women similar to the one existing in Pittsburgh. Many public
problems and improvements will receive the attention of the Committee. Some of
them are zoning laws, the elimination of grade crossings, a river front park and a
municipal auditorium.
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In contrast, the New York City Police Department in its 1922 Annual Report,
states that it is necessary to employ women on the force. Here is part of the
description of their work.
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THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

unfitted to perform the exacting duties required of a police officer are
kept out of the Police Department.

Many times during the year members of the Special Duty Division «satety Firatt
addressed school children on the subject of “Safety First.” The atten-
tion of the children was called to the danger to which they exposed them-
selves when they failed to exercise care in crossing the streets, when
“hitching on” wagons and cars and in other ways courting accident and
disaster. In order to give their addresses point and force for their youth-
ful hearers, the officers visualize for them accidents of recent occurrence
in the immediate vicinity, some of which they may have witnessed or
become familiar with in great detail from neighborhood gossip. Object
lessons of this character, taken in conjunction with the tremendous
prestige a policeman has in the mind of the average child have already
begun to produce encouraging results. In recent months, this work has
been taken over by the Bureau of Public Safety and handled on a much
larger scale than was possible with the staff of the Special Duty Division.

POLICEWOMEN

Policewomen are an absolute necessity in every modern and pro-
gressive police organization, whether they are used to secure evidence
in certain kinds of cases or assigned to do welfare work. In fact, the
present force of policewomen is entirely inadequate to give all the at-
tention that would be desirable to public resorts, such as dance halls,
beaches, parks and motion picture shows. They visit these places as miea of
frequently as the specific complaints assigned to them for investigation Duty
demand. Young girls attending these places, temporarily removed from
parental supervision, are apt to behave in a manner likely to endanger
their morals. For example, they form undesirable acquaintances, dance
in an indecent manner, and in other ways attract dangerous and unde-
sirable attention.

In instances of this kind the policewomen seek the girls out and
adr.nonish and caution them in private, pointing out the danger that their
actions are exposing them to. If after conversing with her the police-
woman believes that the girl should receive further attention, she notes
her name and address, visits her home and has a talk with her parents.
A number of girls in this manner have been identified as runaways. |

The women officers frequently call the attention of the managers of
such establishments to conditions that require correction by them, and
especially emphasize the necessity for having sufficient supervisors upon
the floor to prevent indecent dancing.
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Here are some statistics on the work of policewomen. Please note that
"policewoman” or "policewomen was the term used at the time.

THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

SUMMARY OF CASES INVESTIGATED BY THE POLICEWOMEN ATTACHED
TO THIS BUREAU

ABORTION : 1922 1921
Complaints received - - - - - - ¢ “ 43 43
Complaints unfounded - - - - = - - 32 37
Arrests - - - - - - - & A 3 6
Convictions - - - - ¢ b 5 2 & 1 1
Discharged - - - - - = - B i 2 5
Pending - - - - - - < “ o 8 -

INCORRIGIBLE GIRLS:

Complaints received - - - - - - - =394 432
Complaints unfounded - - - - - - - 38 55
Arrests - - - - - - - - - 78 67
Convictions - - - - - - - - - 69 60
Discharged - - - - - - - - - 9 7
Complaints in whichi Welfare Work was done, no arrest necessary - 278 310

FORTUNE TELLERS :

Complaints received - - - - - - = s 68 57
Complaints unfounded - - = < 2 & R 39 44
Arrests - - - - - = = & = 15 13
Convictions - - - - - = 2 = : 15 10
Discharged - - - % - E = s = o 3
Pending investigatiou - - - - — = - 14 3
RAPE:
Complaints received - - - - - - - i 9 25 %
Insufficient evidence - - - - - - - 7 22
Arrests - - - - - s s = 5 A 2 3
Convictions - - - - = - = = & 2 1
Discharged - - - - - - - = 2 = 2
Pending investigation - - - - - - = - b
PRACTICING MEDICINE WITHOUT A LICENSE:
Complaints received - - - - - - 2 o 51 49
Unable to obtain evidence - - - - - - 5 31 34
Arrests - - - SRRl = e L = 9 15
Convictions - - - - - 5 2 E 5 5
Discharged - - : - - S = & 2 4 6
Pending investigation - - - - - 5 3 11 =
MISCELLANEOUS INVESTIGATIONS :
Investigation of miscellaneous complaints, such as domestic difficulties,
disorderly conditions, in which conditions were corrected without
making arrests - - - - - - - - 316 389
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Pop-up Exhibit

THE
GREENSWARD

PLAN

THE OLMSTED AND VAUX VISION
FOR THE CENTRAL PARK

Celebrate Olmsted Bicentennial: The
Greensward Plan for The Central Park

By External Affairs

In honor of famed landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted's 200th birthday,
the NYC Department of Records & Information Services will host a pop-up
exhibition at 31 Chambers Street featuring the rarely seen original Greensward
plan - the winning master plan submitted in 1858 by Olmsted and Calvert Vaux as
part of the proposal for the Central Park design competition. The plan is
considered a masterpiece of 19th century landscape architecture.Timed tickets
for 30-minute slots on April 22nd, 11am - 7pm and April 23rd, 10am - 4pm are
available.

Learn more and RSVP here.

To learn more about upcoming events, please sign up for our Events Mailing
List.
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