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TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AT LOCAL 3 RALLY

Mayor Bill de Blasio: Brothers and sisters, I want to say to you on behalf of 8.5 million New Yorkers – New York City is a union town.

[Cheers]

We do not accept a greedy corporation trying to undercut the most basic rights of working people. We do not accept it in New York City. You see these signs out here that say ‘elimination of the middle class’? That’s what Charter Spectrum is doing. Taking away the chance for good working people to make it to the middle class and stay there. We will not accept that in New York City, will we?

Crowd: No!

Mayor: Chris Erikson, thank you for leading the way. Give this man a round of applause for standing up to Charter Spectrum.

[Cheers]

And brothers and sisters, it is an honor for all of us to be joined by the leader of the American labor movement, Rich Trumka. Rich, thank you, your solidary means everything to us.

[Cheers]

All the labor leaders, the elected officials here – everyone is in common cause because it’s been 174 days these working men and women have been suffering. 174 days is not acceptable. Men and women who work hard ,and now don’t have the opportunity to work for their families because they’re fighting for something we all should care about – the right to have a good pension, the right to have decent pay and decent benefits. That’s what they’re doing – they’re fighting for every one of us.

[Applause]

To all the Charter Spectrum workers, I express my solidarity with you. The City government is with you every step of the way. 

[Applause]

It makes no sense that there is a CEO anywhere that makes almost $100 million. That makes no sense. That makes no sense when working people are just scraping to get by. You heard, you heard what Rich said – all that wealth was generated by working men and women. You would think, you would think the CEO would say how do we give your fair share? But all he is saying is how do we take away what’s yours. Now I’ll tell you something, we have made clear time and again. If Mr. Rutledge wants to be a good citizen he can come down to City Hall. We will mediate. We will give the good offices. Come down to City Hall and bargain with this union. 

[Applause] 

But every time, he doesn’t show up. Every time, the company doesn’t put anything on the table. Well then it’s time to get louder, isn’t it? 

If they won’t give you peace, you don’t give them peace. Brothers and sisters, we have to recognize these good men and women, they’re hurting right now. I’ve talked to a lot of them, they’re hurting right now. They can’t do the things for their family they need to do. They don’t know what tomorrow brings. They need all of us, they need all of us to be there with them. They need all of us to say “we won’t give up” because you won’t give up. We are together in this, so the City of New York, your government stands with you. And Charter Spectrum has an easy choice to make. Come forward in good faith, treat working people with decency and dignity or suffer the consequences if you don’t.

[Cheers] 

Let’s fight together, God bless you brothers and sisters. 
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