
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Monday, July 26th, 2021 
CONTACT:  Steph Halpin, (646-784-4158) shalpin@charter.nyc.gov 
 
MEDIA ADVISORY: NYC RACIAL JUSTICE COMMISSION HOSTS FIRST PUBLIC INPUT SESSION IN STATEN ISLAND 
 
STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK – On Thursday, July 29th, the NYC Racial Justice Commission will host the first public input session in Staten Island at the JCC - Gerard Carter Center located in Stapleton Houses. The in-person session offers the Staten Island community an opportunity to  provide input on critical issues the Commission should address through changes to the NYC Charter that would have the greatest impact on the lives of Black, Indigenous, and Persons of Color in New York City. Yesenia Mata, Racial Justice Commissioner from Staten Island, is hosting the Public Input Session with Jennifer Jones Austin, Chair, and Commissioner Jo-Ann Yoo. This is a unique opportunity for Commission members to hear directly from the public about ideas to transform the NYC Charter to reflect racial justice, equity, and fairness in a way that ensures all New Yorkers live thriving, healthy lives regardless of race. 
 
American Sign Language and Spanish interpretation will be provided online and on-site. Please make language interpretation and/or other accessibility requests by 10:00 a.m. on July 27, 2021 by emailing the Commission at requests@charter.nyc.gov or by calling (718) 354-2718 and leaving a voicemail. All requests will be accommodated to the extent possible.  Learn more about accessibility. 
 
WHO:            Jennifer Jones Austin, Chair 
Yesenia Mata, Commissioner 
Jo-Ann Yoo, Commissioner 
 
WHAT:         Racial Justice Commission members hear input from the public on 
critical racial equity & justice issues to address through NYC Charter  
revisions. 
 
WHEN:         Thursday, July 29th, 2021 from 6 – 9 PM EST 
Commissioners will be available for Q&A from 6 to 6:15 PM 
Doors open to public at 6 PM; program begins promptly at 6:30 PM 
 
WHERE:       JCC Cornerstone - Gerard Carter Center, Stapleton Houses 
230 Broad Street, Staten Island, NY 10304 
*Ramp is accessible at the main entrance 
 
### 
 
About NYC Racial Justice Commission 
The Racial Justice Commission, empowered with the legal authority of a Charter Revision Commission, will seize the transformative potential of this moment in history to identify and propose structural changes and significant policy reforms that will advance racial justice and equity and begin to dismantle structural racism for all New Yorkers. 
Learn more about the Commission at nyc.gov/racialjustice. 
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