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The city having taken title to property on that street, for the purposes of opening, we ho
you will favorably consider this petition and take such action as may be necessary in the
premises.,

Respectfully yours,
D. A. McCORMICK, Secretary,
Signal Place.

The communication from the Commissioner of Sewers, relative to acquiring title to the
following-named streets in the Borough of Brooklyn, for sewer purposes, which was laid over at
the meeting of February 23, was referred to the President of the Borough of Brooklyn for
recommendation and report :

Provost street, between Greenpoint avenue and Paidge street.

Howard avenue, between Eastern parkway extension and Pitkin avenue.

Saratoga avenue, between Eastern parkway extension and Pitkin avenue.

Hopkinson avenue, between Eastern parkway extension and Pitkin avenue.

The following communication from the Commissioner of Highways was referred to the
President of the Borough of Manhattan :

IDEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAVYS—COMMISSIONER’S OFI-‘u-H,"
No. 150 NASSAU STREET,
NEW YORrK, February 18, 1898. f
Hon. MAURICE F. HOLAHAN, President, Board of Public Improvements :

Sir—Pursuant to the provisions of section 524, subdivision 6 of the Charter, I recommend that
the carriageway of One Hundred and Eighty-first street, from Eleventh avenue to the Kingsbridge
road, be regulated and paved with asphalt and that crosswalks be laid where necessary. I would
also recommend (section 423 of Charter) that authority be given to require of the contractor a
guarantee of maintenance for a period of fifteen years.

This street is tke main approach to the Washington Bridge and is now paved from this bridge
to Eleventh avenue, The improvement recommended will complete the pavement to Kingsbridge
road and afford a long needed outlet for the traffic crossing the bridge.

In compliance with section 413 of the Charter I present an estimate of the cost of the work—
$8,500, and also the assessed value of the probable area of assessment—$100,000. The cost of this
work will be paid for by assessment on the property benefited.

I would ask that your Honorable Board give the matter your early consideration and submit
the necessary ordinance to the Municipal Assembly in order that the improvement may be com-
.aenced as soon as possible.

Respectfally,
JAMES P. KEATING, Commissioner of Highways.

The following communication from the Commissioner of Public Buildings, Lighting and
Supplies was read, and the letter from the Coroner’s Office, Borough of Brooklyn, under date of
March 8, was referred back to the office, as this Board has no jurisdiction :

City oF NEw YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS, LIGHTING AND SUPPLIES,
OFFICE, No. 346 BROADWAY,
NEw Yorxg, March 16, 1898.
Hon. MAURICE F. HOLAHAN, President Board of Public Improvements, No. 346 Broadway, City :

DEAR Sik—Herewith, I return papers referred to me, with the recommendation that they be
approved ; said papers being a communication from the Coroner’s Office of the Borough of
Brooklyn, under date of March 8, 1898, relating to the renting of public telephones, to be paid for
out of the Coroners’ Appropriation, together with contract forms from the telephone company.

Respectfully yours,
HENRY S, KEARNY, Commissioner.

The following communications from the Commissioner of Highways were referred to the Presi-
dent of the Borough of Manhattan :

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS—COMMISSIONER’S Ol‘l-‘l(‘l’.,'
No. 150 NASSAU STREET, .
NEw York, March 15, 1898. )
Honorable Board of FPublic Imprevements :

GENTLEMEN—1 recommend that retaining-walls be built on Macomb’s Dam road as may be
necessary to sustain said road between One Hundred and Fifth-fourth street and the Macomb’s
Dam Bridge abutment. I submit the accompanying ordinance for your consideration,

The estimated cost of work, $400. The cost paid by assessment. The assessed value of
property, $35,000. This ordinance is to re-enact one approved by the Mayor November 13, 1893,

I would ask your Honorable Board to give this matter your earliest consideration.

Respectfully,
JAMES P. KEATING, Commissioner of Highways.

STEVENSON TowLg, Chief Engineer of Highways.

NEw York, March 14, 1898.
Honorable Board of Public Improvements :

GENTLEMEN—I recommend that Jacobus place (on Marble Hill, New York City), at the inter-
section of Van Corlear place to Terrace View avenue, South, be regulated and graded, curb-stones
set and sidewalks flagged thereon, I submit the accompanying ordinance for your consideration.

The estimated cost of work, $8,200. The cost paid by assessment. The assessed value of
property, $22,850.

This ordinance is to re-enact one approved by the Mayor May 17, 1897.

I would ask your Honorable Boanf}to give this matter your earliest consideration.

Respectfully,
JAMES P. KEATING, Commissioner of Highways.

STEVENSON TowLE, Chief Engineer of Highways.

NEwW YoRK, March 14, 1898.
Homorable Board of Public Improvements .

GENTLEMEN—I recommend that Kingsbridge avenue (on Marble Hill), from Terrace View
avenue to War Department line, be regulated and graded, curb-stones set and sidewalks flagged.
I submit the accompanying ordinance for your consideration.

The estimated cost ot work, $2,000. The cost paid by assessment.
property, $26,000.

This ordinance is to re-enact one approved by the Mayor April 20, 1897.

I would ask your Honorable Board to give this matter your earliest consideration.

Respectfully,
JAMES P. KEATING, Commissioner of Highways,

STEVENSON TowLE, Chief Engineer of Highways.

The assessed value of

_ : New YoRrK, March 14, 18g8.
Honorable Board of Public Improvements ;

GENTLEMEN—I recommend that Twellth avenue, from the south side of Fifty-second street
to the north side of Fifty-eighth street, be regulated and graded, curb-stones set and sidewalks
flagged thereon. I submit the accompanying ordinance for your consideration.

The estimated cost of work, $5,500. The cost paid by assessment. The assessed value of
property, $182,000,

This ordinance is to re-enact one approved by the Mayor December 14, 1897.

I would ask your Honorable Board to give this matter your earliest consideration,

Respectfully,
JAMES P. KEATING, Commissioner of Highways.

STEVENSON TowLE, Chief Engineer of Highways.

New YoRk, March 14, 1898.
Honorable Board of Public Improvements :

GENTLEMEN—I recommend that all the flagging and the curb now on the sidewalks on Forty-
second street, from East river to North river, be relaid and reset where necessary, and that new
flagging and curb be furnished where the flagging and curb are defective. I submit the accom-
panying ordinance for your consideration.

The estimated cost of work, $25,000. The cost paid by assessment.
property, $14,452,000.

This ordinance is to re-enact one approved by the Mayor September 23, 1897.

1 would ask your Honorable Board to give this matter your earliest consideration.

Respectfully,
JAMES P. KEATING, Commissioner of Highways.

STEVENSON TowLE, Chief Engineer of Highways.

The assessed value of

New YORK, March 14, 1898.
Honorable Board of Public Improvements :

GENTLEMEN—I recommend that Twelfth avenue, from the northerly side of Forty-seventh
street to the southerl; side of Fifty.second street, be regulated and graded, curb-stones set and
sidewalks flagged. I submit the accompanying ordinance for your consideration.

The estimated cost of work, $9,200. %‘he cost paid by assessment. The assessed value of
property, $293,000.
This or ce is to re-enact one adpptoved by the Mayor December 27, 1897.

I would ask your Honorable Board to give this matter your earliest consideration.

Respectfull

h JAI&'ES P. KEATING, Commissioner of Highways.
STEVENSON TowLE, Chief Engineer of Highways.

NEW Yorgk, March 14, 1898,
Honorable Board of Public Improvements ;

GENTLEMEN—I recommend that Wadsworth avenue, from One Hundred and Seventy-third
street to Eleventh avenue, be regulated and graded, curb-stones set and sidewalks flagged. "I sub-
mit the accompanying ordinance for your consideration.

The estimated cost of work, $92,000. The cost paid by assessment.
property, $531,900.

This ordinance is to re-enact one approved by the Mayor November 23, 1897.

I would ask your Honorable Board to give this matter your earliest consideration.

Respectfully,
JAMES P. KEATING, Commissioner of Highways,

STEVENSON TowLE, Chief Engineer of Highways.

The following communication from the Commissioner of Highways was read and placed on
file :

The assessed value of

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS-~COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE, ?
No. 150 NASSAU STREET,
New York, March 16, 1898. f
Hon. MAURICE F. HOLAHAN, President, Board of Public Improvements :

DEAR SIR—In compliance with your request of rrth inst., I have the honor to present the
following report on the communication addressed to you by the Metropolitan Opera and Real
Estate Company and others, relative to repaving Seventh avenue, from Greenwich avenue to Forty-
second street.

An examination of the pavement in Seventh avenue, between Greenwich avenue and Forty-
second street shows that its condition is very bad, and that it is absolutely necessary to repave that
section of the avenue. This improvement would have been included among works done during
the past year had it not been deemed advisable to postpone it until the railroad company should be
ready to change their railroad from horse power to an underground electric system. It has not yet
determined when this change will be made, and pending a decision on this matter, it would not
be advisable to repave the avenue. I would add that to meet the expense of the repaving work,
it will be necessary to issue bonds, as thz cost will exceed $200,000.

Very respectfully,
JAMES P. KEATING, Commissioner of Highways.

The following communication from the Commissioner of Highways, was referred to the
President of the Borough of Manhattan :

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS—COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE,
No. 150 NASSAU STREET,
: NEw YoORK, March 14, 1898.
Honorable Board of Public Improvements :

GENTLEMEN—I recommend that Van Corlear place (on Marble Hill, New York City), from
Wicker place to Kingsbridge avenue, be regulated and graded, curb-stones set and sidewalks
flagged thereon. I submit the accompany ordinance for your consideration.

The estimated cost of work, $13,000. The cost paid by assessment.
property, $96,000.

This ordinance is to re-enact one approved by the Mayor May 17, 1897.

I would ask your Honorable Board to give this matter your earliest consideration.

Respectfully,
JAMES P. KEATING, Commissioner of Highways.

SteveENsoN TowLg, Chief Engineer of Highways.

The following communication was read, from the Commissioner of Highways :

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS—COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE, }

The assessed value of

No. 150 NASSAU STREE?,
NEw York, March g, 1898.
Hon. MAURICE F. HOLAHAN, President of the Board of Public Improvements :

DEAR SiR—The Department of Highways requires for immediate use 10,000 cubic yards of
clean, sharp sand, and I desire authority to advertise for bids and to award the contract for this
material, pursuant to section 413 and section 416, subdivision 13 of the Charter.

I recommend and request that the Board of Public Improvements, by resolution, authorize
and approve the advertising for bids and the awarding of a contract accordingly. The estimated
cost is $6,000, chargeable to appropriations made by Board of Estimate and Apportionment,
Repairs and Renewal of Pavements and Regrading.

Respectfully,
JAMES P. KEATING, Commissioner of Highways.

Approved :

STEVENSON TOWLE, Chief Engineer of Highways.
—and the following resolution was thereupon adopted :

Resolved, That the Board of Public Improvements hereby authorizes and approves the making
of a contract by the Commissioner of Highways for furnishing ten thousand cubic yards of sand in
the Borough of Manhattan, payable from the appropriation of Repairs and Renewals of Pavements
and Regrading for 1898.

Affirmative—Commissioners of Highways, Street Cleaning, Sewers, Public Buildings, Light-
ing and Supplies, President of the Borough of Manhattan and President of the Board.

Negative—None.

The following petition, in regard to repaving West End avenue, was read and referred to the
Commissioner of Highways :

The Board of Public Improvements :

GENTLEMEN—The following owners and residents of property on West End avenue, between
Seventy-ninth and Ninety-ninth streets, do most respectfully petition your Honorable Body that
said avenue may soon be resurfaced with asphalt,

West End ‘avenue is almost the only avenue or street on the west side entirely given over to
residences, and as the roadway on a portion of it has already been improved, it only seems just
that the portion herewith petitioned for should be treated equally as well, in order that our property
may not be placed at a disadvantage with our neighbors’.

In many places the roadway is in a very bad condition, owing to the numerous repairs made
by the gas companies.

With an asphalt pavement the entire Jength it would be made one of the hand-<omest avenues
in this country, and we earnestly trust you will see your way clear to recommending that it be
improved at an early date.

Yours very truly,
THOS. MAGUIRE and others.

The following communication from the Commissioner of Water Supply was read :

DEPARTMENT OF WATER SUPPLY—COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE,
No. 150 NASSAU STREET,
NEw Yorxk, March 2, 1898.

Hon. MAURICE F. HOLAHAN, President, Board of Public Improvements :

Dear Sik—Some time prior to the year 1871 the City of Brooklyn acquired title to a strip
of land in the Town of New Lots 45 feet wide, as shown on the annexed blue-print, for the purpose
of laying force mains from the Ridgewood engine-house to the reservoir. There are now four
lines of large mains under the surface of this strip, and in the near future it will be necessary to
lay two additional lines.

From the inclosed printed extract from the minutes of the Common Council of the City of
Brooklyn, it will be seen that on April 1, 1871, the Commissioners of Highways of the Town of
New Lots declared this strip of land a public highway, and that by letter of April 2, 18q7, the
Commissioner of City Works of Brooklyn requested the Common Council to close it to public
travel for the reasons stated in an accompanying letter of the Engineer of Water Supply. The
resolution which accompanied this request was referred to a Committee of the Common Council
but no subsequent action was taken thereon. L 2 '

There are now no buildings whatever fronting on or adjacent to this strip of land, but, if it
were to remain a public highway, houses would very probably be erected there and sub-surface
constructions for sewerage and other purposes would then become necessu{(. This would endanglgt
the force mains which form a main conduit for a large part of the Brooklyn water supply. o
forestall this danger, I respcctfulliask that your Board take action, in accordance with section 436
of the City Charter, chapter 378, Laws of 1897, and other provisions of that act applicable to the
case to close the strip of land in question to public travel.

Very respectfully,
WM. DALTON, Commissioner of Water Supply.

The following preamble and resolution was thereupon adopted :

Whereas, About the year 1855 or 1856 the City of Brooklyn acquired title to a strip of land
thirty feet wide, and about the year 1883 an adjoining strip fifteen feet wide (forty-five feet) in the
Town of New Lots, extending from the Ridgewood Pumping Station to the Reservoir, for the pur-
pose of laying force mains.

Whereas, There are four lines of large mains under the surface of this strip, and it will be
necessary to lay two additional mains ; and

Whereas, The land over the mains is being now used, to some extent, for public travel ; now

be it
Resolved, That tne portion of land purchased by the City of Brooklyn, to lay force mains
from the Ridgewood Pumping Station to the Reservoir,in the Twenty-sixth Ward of the City .
of Brooklyn, be restored to its original uses, and be closed to public travel ; and be it also -
Resolved, That the Commissioner of Water Supply of The City of New York is hereby

e e o A 3 S S T R N S S T = P o T






































































