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TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO, COMMISSIONER O’NEILL ANNOUNCE THE FUTURE SITE OF THE 116 PRECINCT IN QUEENS

Police Commissioner James P. O’Neill: Good morning, everyone. We’re here to discuss a couple of very important things today. After I speak Bess DeBetham – she’s a local community leader and she’s been working on a new 116th Precinct for a couple years? Forever?
 
[Laughter]
 
Forever. Forever. Forever is close enough. And then the Mayor will speak and then Queens Borough President Melinda Katz and then Donovan Richards.
 
First, last week, we laid to rest our murdered detective, Miosotis Familia. I just want to thank all of the other city and state agencies, the Corrections, the Sanitation, the Parks Department, State Police, as well as many other police departments from around the world – cops from Canada, the Dominican Republic, Virgin Islands, and many others for their support. And thanks to the people who live in the area of the Bronx too who stood on the Grand Concourse with our cops during the wake and funeral. That support means a lot to Miosotis’s family and will always mean a lot to the hard working men and women of the NYPD who just want to do their jobs well and go home safely to their own families at the end of every shift.
 
To the end, for the past three-and-a-half years we’ve made tremendous strides in bridging the gap between cops and the people we serve and we’ve substantially pushed down crime all over the city. In order to maintain those relationships and in order to [inaudible] mission of fighting crime and keeping people safe, we also need to keep our cops safe.
 
As you know we’ve begun retrofitting patrol cars and SUVs with bullet resistant door panels and window inserts, and now we’re going to do that with our 70 field command posts also like the one Miosotis was assigned to one the morning of July 5th.
 
My goal as Police Commissioner is to do whatever I possibly can to protect and equip our men and women in uniform, and any time there’s a tragedy we always talk about learning from that tragedy. This added ballistic protection enables us to do just that. We’re going to keep looking at other measures we might be able to take to further safeguard our brave cops who protect New Yorkers every single day.
 
Another way we’re making everyone safer including our cops is by moving forward with plans to establish a new command – the 116th Precinct. We’re announcing today that the site of the new station house will be situated where the parking lot is outside directly adjacent to where we are now.
 
The people who live in this area of Southern Queens have been  pushing this for quite a while now, as you know –
 
Unknown: Yes, indeed.
 
[Laughter]
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Got that. I’m hearing that loud and clear. That’s right. And we’re glad we can make it work. We looked at a lot of our privately-owned and City-owned sites before choosing this one. Some were too expensive or unavailable or just too small or too difficult to make work for our purposes.
 
We’re still some years away from flipping on the lights and answering radio-runs in the new 1-16 and the borders of the precinct won’t be solidified until we get closer to completion, same with the personnel numbers.
 
But I can tell you we’re excited already. Once it’s staffed this command will effectively cut in half the coverage area of the existing 1-0-5 Precinct which geographically is the fourth largest command in the city. The 1-0-5 covers nearly 13-square-miles, 354 miles of roadway including seven major highways.
 
The 1-0-5 Precinct satellite we’re in today has been open since 2007. It was designed to add a significant police presence to this area. It was open from 7:00 am to 11:00 pm until February 2016. We added 18 more police officers and two sergeants and started staffing it 24 hours a day.
 
Now, this next step, forming a brand new command all together will further reduce our response times to calls for service, 9-1-1 and 3-1-1 calls, and keep our cops closer to each others for times when they backup.
 
In addition to helping making the public even safer we hope it will help the public feel safer too. This bold project will enable us to do much more with our resources and focus even more attention on our neighborhood policing philosophy as the initiative continues to expand citywide.
 
To date ten of the 16 precincts in Queens are up and running with our neighborhood policing crime fighting model including the 1-0-6 and the 1-15 which comes online today as a matter of fact.
 
So, now I’d like to introduce Bess DeBetham, a community activist, a community leader who has been working on this for – what’d you say? About a day-and-a-half?
 
[Laughter]
 
[Applause]
 
[...]
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: Bess, thank you so much. I have to tell you I knew this fight took a while. But you said two things that really put a point on it. First of all, yes, Donovan Richards is a young man, an accomplished man. It’s kind of amazing to think you were fighting for this new precinct before he was born. That is really – that kind of puts it in perspective. Although I bet Baby Donovan was out there on the picket line, you know.
 
Unknown: [Inaudible]
 
Mayor: That’s right.
 
[Laughter]
 
But Bess, also, when you said you met with Ed Koch –
 
[Laughter]
 
Alright, let’s put this in perspective – four mayors ago this fight began. And Bess, I want to thank you for your leadership, your strength, your persistence because this was a matter of fairness. You were fighting for fairness. You were fighting for safety for a community that has worked so hard. You know I know the neighborhoods that you names, and what do we know about those neighborhoods – hard working people, working class and middle class people who worked their whole lives to become homeowners and to have a safe and decent neighborhood for their children but to know that they were not getting the police coverage they deserved.
 
I know how painful that must have felt year after year after year. But there’s a lesson in this always and I love the activist spirit because it is about ensuring the voices of the people win the day. Now, Bess, I don’t think you assumed it would take quite so long to win the day.
 
But let’s be clear, all the elected officials here – I want to thank and honor all of them. But in the end it was the voices of the people that started this fight and the voices of the people that achieved this extraordinary victory. So, let’s give Bess and all the activists a  great round of applause –
 
[Applause]
 
I want to thank all of the leadership of the NYPD who is here. I want to thank the elected officials who are here. You’re going to hear from a couple of them in a moment but I also want to thank Senator Leroy Comrie and Senator James Sanders Jr., Assembly Members Alicia Hyndman and Clyde Vanel, Council Members Daneek Miller and Barry Grodenchik.
 
All of them are colleagues I work closely with and all of them have been in this fight supporting the people of this community and we’re kicking off Queens Week with a quintessential victory for the people of Queens, again of and by and for the people of Queens.
 
I can’t think of a better way to start this week. So, here we are right at the site of the new 1-1-6 Precinct. And let me note also and it’s very important, this satellite station, this was a victory onto itself, getting it from 12 hours to 24 hours was a victory.
 
And I want everyone to know this satellite will be in place full time until the new precinct is up and running. So, we’re going to have total continuity to make sure that people are safe in this community.
 
Now, it doesn’t get more fundamental than making sure people can get the help they need from the NYPD when they need it. And that’s what was the motivation for Bess and so many other of the homeowners just to know that help would be there when they need it, to make sure they could live right in their own communities.
 
You heard from the Commission just how big the current 1-0-5 Precinct and why we needed to do this – to improve response time, to deepen the connection with the people the NYPD serves – that’s consistent with the whole mission of neighborhood policing.
 
So, this is not only an important physical act that there is going to be a precinct here. It’s going to further a strategy that more and more is working in this city.
 
Now, I just want to remind you what we saw in the first six months of this year, and we cannot give enough credit, enough thanks to the men and women of the NYPD for their extraordinary achievements.
 
We say New York City is the safest big city in the country. Every month, lately, we’ve been able to say that even more adamantly. First six months of this year – a 5.7 percent drop in the major index crimes citywide compared to last year. Murders down 21.6 percent, first six months of this year compared to the first six months of last year. Shooting incidents down 17.1 percent this year to last year.
 
Those are astounding numbers. And here’s what’s so powerful about neighborhood policing as a strategy. Those achievements, each of which by the way we always remind you, means another person, another family was safe and did not end up being one of those horrible crime statistics.
 
Each one of those instances was achieved because the strategy of neighborhood policing is working more and more at the local level and drawing community and police closer together.
 
And another absolutely striking fact is this strategy requires fewer arrests to reduce crime more. So, the first six months of 2017 versus the first six months of 2016 – a 10 percent decrease in arrests while driving down murder, while driving down shootings, while driving down index crimes.
 
The NYPD is doing something remarkable and the whole notion of neighborhood policing – I give Commissioner O’Neill such great credit for being the architect of this plan. It is building and growing all the time.
 
So, as you heard, starting today in this borough – more good news during Queens Week already, we’re just hours into it.
 
[Applause]
 
We’re just hours into, Borough President. The Neighborhood Coordinating Officers coming today to the 1-0-6 Precinct and the 1-1-5 Precinct; 1-0-6 covering Ozone Park, South Ozone Park, Lindenwood in Howard Beach; 1-1-5 covering Jackson Heights, East Elmhurst, and North Corona.
 
That’s happening as we speak. So, that means now that ten of the 16 precincts in Queens have the Neighborhood Coordinating Officers. And by the way, I come from a little place called Brooklyn – two more NCO commands were started today in Brooklyn, the 6-3 in Marine Park and the 8-3 in Bushwick.
 
So, this vision is growing and it’s going to deepen the transformation. Now, we celebrate a lot of good news today but we cannot ever forget what we were feeling, what we were thinking the last two weeks as we laid to rest Detective Familia.
 
And I want to echo the point the Commissioner made – the outpouring of love and support from the community in the Bronx was exceptional and a deep sense of connection to Detective Familia and a deep desire to be there for her and her family, and it was very, very moving, and a reminder of how much our communities honor and appreciate our police.
 
And since we’re at the 1-0-5 it’s important to remember two years ago we lost another brave officer, Detective Brian Moore – out doing the very difficult and dangerous work of an anti-crime officer. And I know the men and women of this precinct keep him in their thoughts and prayers every single day.
 
So, we understand the challenges our officers face and how much we depend on them, and that’s why step by step we’ve been adding to the protections for our officers. And I remind people one of the biggest and boldest acts to protect our officers was done largely with the leadership of the City Council. I want to thank the Council members again for the decision to add 2,000 more officers on patrol made two years ago because that’s not only improved crime fighting and helped us deepen the relationship with communities, it’s added more support for our officers on the streets, more backup. On top of that the additional vests, the bulletproof vests to protect our officers, the bullet resistant door panels and windows in patrol cars, and as the Commissioner said, now the additional investments so that our 72 command vehicles will have bullet-resistant door panels and windows.
 
And by the way, an update that all of that work on the patrol cars and the command vehicles will be done by the end of this year or the very beginning of next – we’ll have an exact date for you soon. But basically in the next six months that will all be complete.
 
So, the mission is clear – keep making this city safer, protecting community and officers alike, and having that bond between police and community deepen for the good of all because one of the best things that we can do to support  our officers is give them the information and support they need. That keeps everyone safe.
 
One other thing I want to note – it’s a sad anniversary today. Three years ago today, we lost Eric Garner and a very painful moment for his family but also for the whole city and a time of reflection once again on the path we’re on.
 
His tragic death really focused this city and to some extent this nation on the work we had to do being police and community closer together, the reforms we had to make. And it’s three years later and we still have a lot of work to do in New York City and certainly all around our nation but I can say for sure progress has been made in this city. The reforms are taking hold, they’re deepening – the huge reduction in the use of stop-and-frisk is one, the retraining of all of our officers in de-escalation tactics is another, the beginning of implicit bias training. These are all things that are going to make huge difference and nothing more than neighborhood policing as the fundamental model for all the work the NYPD does.
 
So, three years has not deadened the pain but we can say a lot’s been done in the last three years to ensure there will not be such tragedies in the future.
 
Let me just finish with a few words in Spanish –
 
[Mayor Bill de Blasio speaks in Spanish]
 
With that, and I know, Borough President, you picked up the word Queens in my Spanish –
 
[Laughter]
 
It’s amazing. It translates exactly the same.
 
It’s my pleasure to introduce our host for Queens Week who is doing an extraordinary job advocating for the people of her borough and has been a great partner in this work we do – Borough President Melinda Katz –
 
[...]
 
Mayor: There are many reasons we’re going to remember today, most especially the historic achievement on behalf of the community but the other reason we’re going to remember today is that the phrase “Baby Donovan” was [inaudible]. Baby Donovan.
 
[Laughter]
 
So, I pretty much think I’m not going to call him Councilmember Richards anymore. I just think there’s something special happening here.
 
Baby Donovan will you come forward please.
 
[Applause]
 
[...]
 
Mayor: We’re going to – as we proceed to questions about this announcement, I’ll note that – I’ll go back to calling him Councilman Richards just for a while. He’s very good at adding budget items in –
 
[Laughter]
 
Adding to the budget during his remarks, that’s a neat trick. We’re going to take questions on this announcement and then other police matters and then we’ll go to general topics. So, on this –
 
Question: [Inaudible]
 
Mayor: Excellent question. The normal history of how long it takes to put together a police precinct is a long one and I’m not happy about that. I want to see if we can speed it up. So, it will be years, I can say that much for sure because it has to go through the full ULURP process.
 
But I want to come back to you guys in the coming days with a firm number because I don’t want this to be as slow as what has happened with previous new precincts.
 
Yes –
 
Question: [Inaudible] what some of the big public safety concerns are in the neighborhood [inaudible] –
 
Mayor: Say it again. What are some of the big concerns?
 
Question: What are the public safety concerns –
 
Mayor: Commissioner and our colleagues, if anyone wants to add –
 
Commissioner O’Neill: I think moving into the neighborhood policing model, I think this requires a new precinct, the 116th Precinct. So, we’ll have the same officers in the same sectors. It’s going to be traditional crime – it’s going to be traffic, just all the usual concerns. But I think to have that immediately available so police officers don’t have to come down from the north or to just come out of the satellite program. I think it’s important to have an executive in charge of this geographic area. With the new precinct comes a new precinct commander. So, I think that’s our primary concern to make sure that this community and the communities in the new 1-16 get the police services that they deserve.
 
Mayor: Questions about this announcement? Yes.
 
Question: Right now, we’re in a 1-0-5 satellite, right now?
 
Mayor: Correct. Correct.
 
Commissioner O’Neill: That was an easy one.
 
[Laughter]
 
Question: [Inaudible] NCO program [inaudible] –
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Yeah, at the 1-16 it will be a NCO command – the neighborhood policing command.
 
Question: [Inaudible] Fire coverage in this area. Is anybody asking for more Fire coverage right now?
 
Mayor: [Inaudible]
 
[Laughter]
 
Question: [Inaudible] at the 116th or is the 105th satellite going to be shifted over to the 116th?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Well, this is what we have to do going forward. We have to take a look at the personnel. We have to take a look at the 9-1-1 calls, 3-1-1 calls. We have to take a look at the geography. We have to take a look at the number of community residents. And we’ll end up taking people from the 1-0-5 and maybe from some other precincts in Queens South. But we’ll work that out with Chief XXX and her people down at One Police Plaza.
 
Question: I know it will take years but when will the 1-0-5 satellite officially start being called the 116th Precinct?
 
Mayor: Well we know it’s not this building. It’s going to be a new building –
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Yep.
 
Question: [Inaudible] area once –
 
Commissioner O’Neill: That’s a question I did not anticipate. I’m going to have to think about that one.
 
Question: Great news [inaudible] but you’re saying years –
 
Mayor: Yep.
 
Question: But why here?
 
Mayor: It’s land-use in New York City. So, look the ULURP process is primarily a blessing but the curse of it is it takes a long time.
 
[Laughter]
 
Wasn’t that nice? Wasn’t that nice?
 
It takes, you know, there’s a set calendar for the ULURP process and you can do certain things to minimize it and we want to figure out, since I think it’s fair to say I believe this is one where the Councilmember is going to be strongly in favor, Borough President –
 
Councilman Donovan Richards: [Inaudible]
 
Mayor: I believe the borough president will be strongly in favor. In other words unlike many things that are proposed where there’s really differences at the beginning, I think in this one there’s going to be a high level of consensus. And I think that gives us an opportunity to really minimize that process within the law. But the law does stipulate a series of milestones that have to be met over time, and the design process and things like that take longer than most of us civilians would like.
 
I mean, that’s not a comment on police, it’s just – I’m not an expert, I’m not an engineer. It’s amazing how long things take in New York City. I want to figure out in this case given the high level of consensus how much we can appropriately and legally shave off that process and how compact we can make it.
 
But that’s going to take some more discussion.
 
Councilman Richards: [Inaudible]
 
Mayor: You’re ready to do the expedited process? Grace.
 
Question: What’s the budget impact? I know Bess was saying she’d been told over and over again there’s no room for a new precinct in the budget. [Inaudible] how much this will cost?
 
Mayor: Yes, the initial estimate is $70 million for design and construction – seven-zero. So, look, I think there was a lot of valued judgement in the past as to why this was not a priority. I’ll it just as gently as that.
 
I don’t think different communities around the city were treated fairly in terms of where the resources went. That’s not exactly a news flash. And particularly if you go back to the 70s and 80s even into the 90s that was quite common. Southeast Queens did not get its fair share.
 
So, I’m proud that we are evening up the score a little bit here.
 
Anybody else on this topic of the precinct, and then – yes on the precinct.
 
Question: So, it’s just that this satellite office, not it’s going to be called a different, new precinct?
 
Mayor: No. So, you got the satellite which is now 24 hours. That will continue until the day that the lights go on in the brand new building which will be adjacent. And the brand new building will be a full precinct operation. This is still a satellite of an existing precinct. That will be a full precinct, full complement. The numbers I have here is – typical staffing level for a precinct is about 350 officers when you do all 24 hours, all seven days a week, etcetera.
 
But until that time this will continue as a 24-hour satellite.
 
Question: [Inaudible] funds being allocated? I mean, we don’t have many details of the new precinct. Isn’t it too early to announce this?
 
Mayor: No, no, not at all. We found – first of all we announced the original decision to fund it but then the problem was we didn’t have a site, and a very exhaustive process went on to find a site. And the determination was that enough could be done here working with several different City agencies. They had to get together and change some of their plans to figure out how to use this site properly, that this was actually the right place.
 
So, this is the formal announcement that this is exactly next – right adjacent here is where the new precinct will be. The timeline question, very fair, and again, I want to come back with a sharp answer on that because there’s some good negotiation I think we can do with all the different parties to see if we can compress that process.
 
But we will have – the money is in the budget and then we’ll have a date certain for each of the steps. You’ve been through land-use. Each of the steps along the way we will be announcing the calendar for.
 
On this? Yes.
 
Question: Mr. Mayor, it’s wonderful that you’ve announced three precincts actually – two in Brooklyn and one in Queens. What are some of the components behind the thinking of selecting a particular area for a new precinct because New York City, I’m sure, in many communities have been requesting precincts. Community boards have been demanding them –
 
Mayor: Right.
 
Question: Certain areas with higher crime rates and others. What goes into this –
 
Mayor: It’s really about the numbers. I’ll let the Commissioner speak to it. But it’s really about the numbers first and foremost.
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Probably about the geography and then the number of residents within that geography, and the 9-1-1 and calls for service within that precinct. And also I think community helps too. It doesn’t hurt the process.
 
Unknown: Anything else on the 1-16 Precinct.
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Marcia.
 
Question: [Inaudible] hire more police officers or will you be taking them from other precincts –
 
Commissioner O’Neill: That’s something we’re going to figure out as we go along into the process.
 
Question: When you say years, are we looking at three years, five years, ten years –
 
Mayor: Good question.
 
Question: Like what years. Years can mean –
 
Mayor: Yeah, yeah, no, and again the process is multiple years. We are going to come back – and there’s a reason I’m saying this. We have not done the negotiation we need to with the Council member, the Borough President, City Planning Commission, etcetera to come to  the fastest possible timeline.
 
So, certainly minimum two or three years. There’s no way to get anything done in less than that. We want to come to something that is the best possible timeline we can manage but that’s going to take a little more negotiation.
 
Question: But the money is there?
 
Mayor: The money is there in the budget that was voted in June.
 
Question: The reason I was asking because years – when you say, when you hear about LaGuardia Airport going into reconstruction, right. That takes years and that’s understandable, it’s major –
 
Mayor: Right.
 
Question: But a precinct, just –
 
Mayor: Again, I think you’re being human being right now. You’re think why don’t we just get a backhoe and go out there and get started, right? There’s a lot of lawyers you would put out of business if you did that. So, no that – look the land-use process in this city which is obviously one of the most crowded places on Earth is very carefully structured to maximize the rights of community members to have their say and elected officials, you know, to make sure that they get a good outcome.
 
This is one again – I think this is unusual for the land-use process to have something that pretty much everyone agrees on from the beginning. That’s not true obviously in a lot of other proposed actions.
 
But still there’s a design process which is a complicated thing unto itself. There’s the votes that have to be taken. It’s just – there’s a lot of steps. Environmental impact statement. There’s all the things that go with modern land-use.
 
They drive me a little crazy. I know they drive some of colleagues a little crazy but that’s the law.
 
That being said, there are some ways to compress that process when there is not a lot of opposition. There are way to compress that process. That’s what we have to sort out. But [inaudible] logical as if you could just walk and start work because you didn’t have to get all those approvals. No. It would be wonderful to not have to do all that. But we do.
 
Question: [Inaudible] implicit bias training because I wanted to ask the Commissioner how officers have been trained in implicit bias at this point?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: [Inaudible] going to have to get back to you with the number on that.
 
Question: [Inaudible]
 
Mayor: Again, that was starting this year so we’ll get you the update on that.
 
Unknown: [Inaudible] 1-16 precinct questions left?
 
Mayor: Okay, other police topics?
 
Question: I have a question about the sexual assault in Jamaica last week. It’s two questions. The first – there’s been an identification of the fourth suspect. And the second – at least three of the four suspects were living in a shelter near the attack. Members of Community Board 12 said they didn’t know there was a shelter there. So, now they’re concerned. I guess it’s a question for the Commissioner and for the Mayor. I mean Jamaica is already overloaded with homeless shelters and now there’s another concern that there’s what they called a secret shelter that they didn’t know about. So, had the community been notified of a shelter [inaudible] –
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Yeah, Chief Boyce will give you the first part of that answer.
 
Chief of Detectives, Robert Boyce: Right. There’s a lot of questions right there. So, let’s start with the beginning. We have identified a fourth male from the assault in the 1-0-3 Precinct. His name is Isaiah Shorter. We released his picture today. We’ve been looking for him all weekend. We’re going to continue to look for him. He’s a 20-year-old male with seven prior arrests.
 
I’m sorry, 14 prior arrests, excuse me. Right now – and mostly it’s theft of service and those types of things. So, he is the fourth male. He did participate in the robbery and the sexual assault of that young lady.
 
So, right now, we’ll release this to the press as we go forward. So, right now, we’re putting out his name for any help we can get from the media.
 
Your other questions regarding the case itself –
 
Question: I guess the question for the Mayor – the community board wasn’t aware that there was a shelter near there and they were concerned that it was put in without their –
 
Mayor: I don’t want to speak to something I don’t know the details of. It is a youth shelter. So, as you may know, we have separate shelter facilities run by the Department for Youth and Community Development because it’s not appropriate to have young people – basically this is the homeless and runaway youth dynamic. It’s a very, very sad reality that there are young people who are either kicked out by their families or for whatever reason do not have a home to go home to, and they end up in a shelter.
 
We do not think it’s appropriate for them to be in the other shelter facilities for adults. So, it’s a  separate reality. They tend to be pretty small. But I don’t enough about the history of what the notification process is. I also don’t know what the laws governing it are because they are minors.
 
So, we’ll get back to you to give you history of how that specific shelter was handled.
 
Question: Mr. Shorter was 20. Does he have –
 
Mayor: I don’t know. I don’t know if he was.
 
Chief Boyce: Yes, he was a resident of the shelter. And again, it’s not a shelter. It’s a halfway house. So, we have a small amount of beds in there where these individuals will stay in there. And I will tell you this – we put out images of the assault and it’s the shelter, someone inside the shelter who called the police alerting us to this.
 
So, that’s –
 
Question: [Inaudible]
 
Chief Boyce: Let me finish my answer. So, that’s how we found this out through the shelter, through the –
 
Mayor: Personnel.
 
Chief Boyce: Through the group home is how we found out, through the personnel.
 
Question: So, is it a shelter or a halfway house, or is there a distinction?
 
Mayor: Again, we’ll get you your definitions and the history on that.
 
Question: [Inaudible] the notification process to the community board or the borough president or any other local elected officials on halfway houses or shelters are –
 
Mayor: You know when we announced the plan for the adult shelters a few months ago, we made very clear the notification process we would be undertaking going forward. But again I want to emphasize there are other types of facilities. Anything involving domestic violence, for example, is a different set of rules for obvious reasons around confidentiality.
 
I don’t know the specific rules when it involves minors. So, we can get you that on how that is handled, if there’s any specific sensitivities around that. But we can get you that. Again, those are small facilities. There’s not that many in the scheme of things. But we’ll get you that update.
 
Question: I guess questions for Chief Boyce again [inaudible] an update, Chief, on the Stuyvesant Gardens shooting of the two young women and also the Sheepshead Bay robbery – the $80,000 in back tax?
 
Chief Boyce: Sure, let’s start with the Stuy Gardens shooting. That double homicide we have a substantial amount of video of perps walking into and then leaving. There is four males who come up, two of which are the shooters but they’re all together. Right now we’re tracing that video back. We believe they came from the Roosevelt houses, which is a couple of blocks away. But, right now we’re trying to find out what the beef is. We don’t believe that these women had anything to do with it and they’re not intended targets. However, they were sitting next to someone there who might have been the intended target. It’s unclear the motive on this right now. Its apparently beef between these two individuals and we’ll go forward with the case right now. We’re getting close, we’ve gotten a lot of video, I’m sorry a lot of community input into the incident. So were getting a lot of names, were putting things together. We think it has to do with a prior shooting back in May. But that’s just [inaudible] at this point right now, so we’ll go forward with the case.
 
Question: [Inaudible] was there any arrests?
 
Chief Boyce: There was no arrest. Right now we have a video, we put that out to the public, we’ve got a lot of comments on it, a lot of calls on it. We’ve identified some of those people. Right now we’re trying to put motives and get someone to identify them. So a lot of work – there is two shooters out of the four individuals that walked into the courtyard. In regards to the $80,000 theft, this happened on Monday, Monday afternoon at about one o’clock in the afternoon in the 6-1 precinct. This male was walking around collecting the receives from the weekend from the different stores, I think I believe I there was six stores all together. He is then approached at gun point by two individuals; we have a third individual in a car. We put out the images of these folks and we’re starting to pair down. There was one young lady in the thing; we believe she is a POI right now. She’s just someone who was seen speaking to those individuals so we need to know who she as well.
 
Question: A man walks around collecting $80,000?
 
Chief Boyce: It does [inaudible] a business practice for sure. But he puts in his backpack, had a very good weekend apparently out of these six stores. So this was a bank drop. So we’ll investigate now who knew that he was out there with that backpack with that much money. We believe it will be genuine his statements, he’s been above board, and we’ll go forward with the case. Right now we’ve gotten about three or four calls on those images that we put out. So this is being investigated by the 6-1 detective squad right now.
 
Question: Is there any update on the [inaudible]?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Bob.
 
Chief Boyce: Sure. That’s the update is that we [inaudible] speak to Judge Clark today about the status of the case right now. There is only two individuals that could have done this. It’s either the mother or the mother’s boyfriend. So right now we’re looking – we have not spoken to the mother because she is in psychiatric care at one of the hospitals in the Bronx. So that coupled with the fact that we’re going to continue to investigate the case and talk to the [inaudible] people going forward and the OCME. There is no solid update on this case right now that’s going forward with the Bronx DA, and the NYPD.
 
Question: For the Commissioner.
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Sure.
 
Question: It’s the third anniversary of Eric Garner’s death and my question to you is this protest at seven o’clock tonight at the Staten Island Ferry Terminal. Your reaction to that in addition, where do you think relationships are between police and community post-Eric Garner’s death and subsequent police protests?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: About the protest tonight, Chief Delatorre out on Staten Island, I’m sure will be handling that and handling that correctly. And just as far as police and community relations, I think we’ve come a long way in the last three years. If you look at our neighborhood policing program – this even goes back to having NCOs in neighborhoods every day. They’ll know when there’s a group home, they’ll know when there’s a halfway house, and they’ll be able to deal with the people who run those facilities accordingly.
 
So, I think we’re – crime in continuing to go down and our enforcement is continuing to go down. So, we’re concentrating on neighborhood policing and we’re concentrating on making sure that whatever summary police action we take, is connected to either a complaint or any issues within the community.
 
So, I think we’re not there but we’re heading in the right direction, and this is kind of what I spoke about the other day at the detective’s funeral, Detective Familia’s funeral. You know we’re all in this business to keep people safe. That’s why we took this jobs and we want nothing better – nothing more than to keep the people of this great city safe. So, there’s a lot of dedicated police officers out there and I think with the neighborhood policing program that’s going to enable them to get even closer to the people we’re sworn to protect and serve.
 
Question: If Eric Garner’s mom came up to you right now at this moment today and said, “Why weren’t there any charges, my son is still not here today?” What would you say to her?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: The Department of Justice actually had a meeting with the Garner family a couple of weeks ago and they explained that the process is still ongoing. They are still conducting their investigation. So, that’s what I would say. That’s what I would tell her. David?
 
Question: Chief Shea – so when you look back at last year everything is down, every [inaudible] crime categories. If you look back seven years ago, and certain categories like felony, assault, rape and I guess grand larceny it’s notably up by 15 to 20 percent. And those are categories that have had different types of calculations over the years. And I’m wondering how you explain that discrepancy and why it is that you know in a time when murder is declining over that same period most dramatically these crimes seem to be sort of higher than they were at a different point?
 
Commissioner O’Neil: Overall index crime is down 5 points, 7 percent. I guess this year so far year so far year to date and within those categories I think every category is down, but Dermot can speak about that a little bit more over the years.
 
Chief of Crime Control Strategies Dermot Shea, NYPD: David, I’ll address the felony assault first and it’s probably the clearer answer. When you look at the crime of felony assault in New York State over the years particularly about the last 10 years there have been a series of subsections added to it. So most recently bus drivers, workers in schools, workers in hospitals, [inaudible] the age of the victims. So there is a clear reason why – you really, its very difficult to compare felony assaults today versus felony assaults 5 to 10 years ago. Because they simply were not the same law, that’s the first point. More difficult on the rape, everyone that we see on rape, in addition to rape some of the minor felony assaults, and by minor I mean misdemeanor. Is that there has been tremendous amount of outreach. Do I look at rape today and say there 10 percent more or five percent more or less. Very difficult to say, I believe not. But the numbers are what the numbers are. There certainly is more reporting of sex crimes and rapes. And some of that we can definitively to outreach that we’ve done. Commissioner Herman has gone to colleges to college campuses trying to increase the awareness. We’ve put protocols that were not inexistent years ago; well we now have special victim’s detectives responding direct and have links to care workers at hospitals. So there are many, many things I can point to that would give credence to the fact that we are doing outreach to get more reporting, very similar in some ways unfortunately to domestic violence, where it’s not that we believe that more domestic violence at any point and time is occurring. It’s just we can’t find it, if don’t know about it. So it’s imperative that when you’re talking about these crimes that often times go unreported we want to know about them, because we want to tackle it, head on.
 
Question: [Inaudible] grand larceny?
 
Chief Shea: Grand larceny very – now we’re back to the issue of felony assaults. The grand larceny crime, I think we were ahead of the curve in some ways three, four years ago in stemming up a grand larceny division. That was a tremendous investment on Bob Boyce’s part. And we didn’t do it without evidence to back it up. We saw a clear shift in the criminals, particularly when you see John Millers FIO’s or Bob Boyce’s grand larceny divisions hitting doors almost on a day to day basis in New York City. There is three constants: gang members, guns, and fake credit cards. So that whole evolution that toxic mix if you will, we saw that coming. Now its most recently checks, that whole spin of crime away from the traditional crime as crime evolves into that cyber area. So grand larceny’s continue to evolve and we will evolve with it.  
 
Question: My question is about today, I guess the murder on in the Ravenswood houses, is there a motive yet or any update on that?
 
Chief Boyce: Sure, these two brothers were at Ravenswood, they’re not from there, they’re I believe they’re from Hammels, which is a little further up on the Rockaway peninsula. We believe they were down there, there was a dice game going on. We don’t know if that’s the cause of the shooting. But they had a dispute with an individual who lives there at in the Ravenswood. And both were shot, one expired from his wounds. So right now we have a lot of information, we just have to put the case together [inaudible] right now. Again, they’re not from Ravenswood, it doesn’t appear to be a gang angle here. This appears to be a dispute of some sort either emanating from the dice game or something else associated with it. So right now the case has come a long way in the last couple of days. But I am not ready to make a statement as to any kind of POI or any kind of identified person.
 
Mayor: Other topics? Erin?
 
Question: NYCLASS has come out with [inaudible] proposals on the horse carriage issue to ban the rides through Times Square; to, I guess, perhaps restrict the lanes that the horses can go between the stables and to the bike lanes. I’m wondering, you know, if that any plans – if you have any plans to try to pursue or are you kind of done with that?
 
Mayor: No, I believe what I believed originally. I still think a ban is the best outcome. I’ll look at these new proposals. The central question will be what is the City Council ready to act on. It’s a democracy here and there’s two sides to city hall, so for anything to happen there has to be agreement from City Council, but we’ll certainly look at these proposals as a new part of the equation.
 
Question:  [Inaudible] Queens Chronicle, back on the Fire. Have you looked at the community request in [inaudible] They want to bring back a [inaudible] company that had been eliminated during the Bloomberg administration, and I think there’s a firehouse [inaudible] that they want to bring back.
 
Mayor: Yes, look we are really pleased with what FDNY has done in terms of response time over the last years, and we’re always going to keep looking at this issue. There’s no immediate plan to change anything in terms of new facilities or bringing facilities online, but it’s something we’re going to keep looking at year by year to see if anything changes.
 
Question: Mr. Mayor, over the last several days you’ve talked about record [inaudible] affordable housing, and I’m wondering why you feel [inaudible] zoning where only about [inaudible] have so far come on board as developers are expecting the challenge of building affordable housing in exchange for getting a higher building. Has it been not as successful as you wanted it to be or?
 
Mayor: No, it’s just begun. I’m not frustrated at all. This is the most progressive affordable housing legislation in the United States of America in any major city – to mandate that developers when they get special permission from the city to build that they have to provide at least 25 percent affordable housing, in some cases 30 percent. That was a revolutionary action for this city because we all know in previous administration there were many, many time when developers made pledges to make affordable housing and never did it. And we needed a legal mandate, and I thank the city council for their support of that vision, but that legislation was not passed long ago. It depends on the big rezoning to have its fullest impact, and a lot of those are coming up soon. It can also be done – as you know – through an individual building rezoning.
 
But no, I think the question is going to be how it performs as more and more rezoning occur. I think what we’re going to see here is a lot of developers will recognize as they want the additional height and density, they have to provide the affordable housing. Look, the alternative Marcia would be they’re going to build smaller buildings. If that’s what they choose to do, that’s they’re choice, but that doesn’t tend to conform with what developers are trying to do.
 
Question: [Inaudible] part of developers to build affordable housing when there’s not as much money in it?
 
Mayor: No, because – that’s not my impression at all. In the end, Mandatory Inclusionary Housing legislation was smart legislation that did take the financial reality into account, but also drove a real hard bargain on behalf of communities, and obviously the 421-a legislation got passed in Albany, which took away what I thought were really luxurious subsidies for luxury condos. That’s gone now. The focus of 421-a is folks – if those developers want a tax break they have to provide affordable housing more than ever. Those two pieces go together. So major changes in Albany, major changes in the city, both of which mandate affordable housing if developers want to take advantage of the opportunity. If they don’t they’re going to end up with smaller buildings or fewer buildings. That’s their choice. They still have that choice. But no, Marcia, I’m perfectly satisfied. I think they were the right moves, and I think it’s very early in the trajectory. The law was not passed that long ago, and then of course 421-a was just weeks ago in the scheme of things. I think we’re on the right track.
 
Question: On the housing piece, what sort of debt does your administration owe to the Koch administration in terms of they put into place a lot of regulatory agreements that are now being extended under this plan that counted as preservation towards the units that are in this [inaudible]. How do you see that relationship?
 
Mayor: I think the Koch administration did an outstanding job on affordable housing. I, even back then, had my own disagreements as a young person with Ed Koch, but on housing I think he did something historic and important that started to turn the tide in a lot of neighborhoods and strengthened and stabilized neighborhoods and created a lot of affordable housing that – and you’re right – that now we are working to continue. So I think that was one of the great success stories of the Koch administration.
 
Question: Mr. Mayor, one of the major newspapers in New York said that Mayor de Blasio announced a real estate tax cut or a income tax cut –
 
Mayor: Those are different things, wait a minute, what are you talking about, here?
 
Question: Income tax cut for New Yorkers if reelected. Was that a promise? A campaign promise?
 
Mayor: I don’t know what you’re referring to. You’re going to have to help me.
 
Question: The Daily News reported, I believe –
 
Mayor: But you’re going to have to tell me what the subject is, my friend. If you want to take a moment and figure that out, that’s cool because I don’t really know what you’re referring to.
 
Question: Mr. Mayor, where are we with the topic of congestion pricing? It comes up and goes away.
 
Mayor: We’re nowhere. We’re nowhere. I, look, I’m someone who will say when I disagree with the conventional wisdom about political reality, but on this one I think the conventional wisdom is accurate that there is no appetite or willingness in Albany to act on this matter. It’s a non-starter. Maybe if there’s a change in the State Senate it’s a different discussion. But I’ve been real about the fact that I’m not going to waste time on something that is not a serious option right now. We have other things we can do that will have a very big impact on reducing congestion and increasing the amount of mass transit, and Select Bus Service is a great example. We’ve increased the number of Select Bus Service lines including here in Queens. Those carry a huge number of people and get folks out of their cars by providing a fast option. Obviously the new ferry service, the new light rail that’s coming. That’s what we can do. Those are things we control largely. So that’s where I’ve got my focus.
 
Question: So one of your big pledges to Southeast Queens has been putting money towards flood litigation.
 
Mayor: Yes.
 
Question: $1.7 billion – but there’s an additional problem to some of the flooding issues in Southeast Queens, and that’s groundwater. Is your office aware of that, and are you guys planning to fund that in anyway?
 
Mayor: It is a bigger problem, and my colleagues can jump in. I’m sure I’ll only get a piece of the puzzle right here. You know, we understand there are actions taken decades ago that did not take account for what would happen thereafter, and that has to do now with not only the water supply for Queens, but for Nassau county, and it creates a complicated dynamic with city and state regulation, and it’s something we have to untangle honestly to get to a long run solution. I met with the Nassau County Executive last year about this seeking the beginning of a solution. It’s something I do want to focus on as we go forward because I think – say again?

Question: When?
 
Mayor: Last year. To the best of my memory I can’t give you the month.
 
Question: Are you aware if there’s any sort of effort on the Queens side of things [inaudible].
 
Mayor: Yes, and that was the whole purpose of the meeting was to start trying to untangle that because we’re certainly not trying to hurt the folks of Nassau County, but we do want to solve the problem in Queens. So this is going to take a state plus city solution and our colleagues who represent the community in Albany are obviously going to be an important part of it, but it’s – it’s a complicated one. It’s on my radar, and it’s something in the coming months I want to put more focus on.
 
[…]
 
Mayor: But just on a final point. I want to emphasize, whatever we figure out as a course of action. We do need the states involvement, because of regulatory issues. We do want to be fair to [inaudible] for sure. But I know all of my colleagues here will keep me focused on this issue going forward. Because we finally have the big pieces in place to address the flooding per say. But not the [inaudible] that’s the next frontier.
 
Question: Mr. Mayor later in the afternoon there is going to be a rally hosted by the Governor in the [inaudible] the ACA. How did the invitation would come about? Is the Governor calling you? If you can give us maybe a preview of your remarks, and also are you going to take the opportunity to talk to the Governor about the MTA?
 
Mayor: So, I think – simple points, I got the call from my staff that they have been contacted by the Governor’s staff. This is one where we stand together, because we have to defend the interest of New Yorkers and what’s happening in Washington is just wrong and unfair to people all over the country particularly, in New York City and New York State. Remember, this legislation has a specific amendment in it, the Collins Amendment that basically only affects New York State and fundamentally undercuts the state’s ability to provide Medicaid dollars. So this is one where we have important work to do. And it’s not the right occasion to talk to the Governor about the MTA. We will certainly be having those conversations; I’ll be talking to the Governor and to Chair Lhota in the days ahead for sure. But today is about focusing on, stopping something – I want people to understand the sheer magnitude. Well over a million New York City residents could lose health insurance, if the current Senate bill goes through. So just to think about it, over a million of our fellow New Yorkers who have health insurance today, could see it evaporate if this legislation passes. They would have to turn to emergency rooms; they would have to turn especially to our public hospital system. Without healthcare coverage the impact that will have on the Health and Hospitals Cooperation is easily hundreds of millions of dollars in lost revenue if not a lot more. So, this is why I have focused on working with mayors around the country, including mayors in each of the states where the swing Senators are. And we’ve had a coalition we’ve put together. We’ve been working literally every day. I’ve been working with my fellow members, our teams are working together. Because they’re at the front line where they can, you know put maximum pressure on Senator Portman, and Senator Murkowski and Senator Heller and all the others. And my fellow mayors both democrat and republican alike are leading the charge and that’s going to be decisive here. Yes, Melissa?
 
Question: Mr. Mayor is the Affordable Care Act is something that you and Governor are working together on already, and do you think you’d be invited if you weren’t taking up rather than so to speak here this week in Queens? And separately –
 
Mayor: I don’t follow that last part, just stay on the first part, just stay on the first part and I’ll come to your second question. What do you mean if I weren’t taking up resident group?
 
Question: Meaning, if you haven’t moved to Queens for the week. Like do you think – are you confident you’d be back?
 
Mayor: I don’t see the connection, I think, look it’s a decisive moment for the city and state. The original assumption was this legislation would be voted on this week in Washington. We have all heard since that because of Senator McCain’s illness that would be put off at least a week. I think the Governor was right to put together a rally; I am pleased to be a part of it. I don’t think it has anything to do with Queens Week. I think it’s a moment where everyone is on the same page, that the Republican healthcare legislation fundamentally endangers New York City and New York State.

Question: What specifically do you plan to do, if anything in Queens this week to reach out to some of the neighborhoods here that may not support as strongly.
 
Mayor: I’ll be all over the borough. My habit has been to go to places where people like me more politically and places where they like me as much politically. I think on Staten Island Week for example.
 
[Laughter]
 
Mayor: You know, it is part of the job, and my job is to serve people whether they voted for me or not, but we will be all over the borough. Yeah?
 
Question: So, I’m sure you’re aware of the Freedom Ticket, which is something [inaudible] would you support that – seeing around [inaudible] for Southeast Queens?
 
Mayor: look, I am in the same place on that good proposal as I am on some of the other proposals that have been made related to the MTA. I think it is a very good idea. I think the MTA should fund it. We’re not in the position to fund it, but I think the MTA should fund it. I think it would provide a lot of relief for people in these communities. Yeah?
 
Question: [Inaudible] previous answer, why do you think it’s not the appropriate to talk to the Governor about the [inaudible].
 
Mayor: Because we’re in the middle of a rally on fighting the Senate health care bill, which is literally one of the most important things facing the people of this city right now. It’s not the time to pull aside about the complexities of the MTA. There will plenty of time to talk about the MTA. This is a very important month, as the new MTA leadership is going to be coming out with some of its initial ideas about how to fix the problem. We’re going to be very, very aggressive. I have four appointees on the MTA Board, they’re going to be speaking up, I am going to be speaking. And we’re going to be working with the Governor and Chair Lhota to identify some of the changes that need to be made. And I am very hopeful that they’re willing to take bold action to change the situation. I’ve said very clearly if I don’t see a plan that I’m comfortable with, I’ll put forward my own. But that’s not a conversation to have in the middle of a rally. Yeah?
 
Question: Mr. Mayor you have a significant fundraising lead over the other opponents for mayor right now. I’m just wondering if there is any scenario where you would actually let not receive the matching fund if it still appears to be a significant [inaudible].
 
Mayor: Let me tell you, I am a big believer in our matching funds program. I always have been, I’ve said many, many times that when I ran for mayor last time. It was because I was a participant in the Campaign Finance Board Program that I had the resources to be able to get my message to people in New York City. I believe in the program and I’m going to follow its rules. And its rules stipulate that we qualify for those resources. So I am certainly going to pursue that.
 
Question: The City Councilman David Greenfield said that he is not running for re-election. [Inaudible] New Yorkers put out a statement noting that the timing of his announcement after petitioning means that there won’t be sort of an open call for candidates to run for his seat. That he has more control of who will replace him. I’m wondering if you could – what you make of that?  The idea of the timing of his announced resignation on –
 
Mayor: I don’t know the –
 
Question: In how that takes away constituents ability to –
 
Mayor: Gracie it really, first of all it really depends on the circumstances. I don’t know the circumstances of the decision. Sometimes an opportunity comes along, you know at a certain point that was unanticipated. I just don’t know, so I can comment on a theoretical. There is obviously still time for someone to run as an independent if they chose to. And I could see that being a wide open situation. But until I know the details I can’t really speak to it.
 
Question: Here in the Queens – if you take the buses, subway and their no longer [inaudible] to kind of get the full experience of what its [inaudible] –
 
Mayor: I will be taking – so there is – first of all I’ll be taking different modes of transportation. I won’t tell you which yet. Second of all, I certainly want to get the flavor of things and I also have a lot cover and a very tight period of time. So we’re going to have to balance those two facts. Did you have one more? We’ll take some public transportation, yeah.
 
Question: Do you think you are going to be to [inaudible] this health care rally? What is your message going to be [inaudible] anybody in Washington is going to be sensitive [inaudible] and realize that it’s just so horrible?
 
Mayor: Yeah that’s a very important question. I do not at this moment see the kind of do onto others attitude I’d like to see from the members of the Senate about the Collins Amendment. They sure wouldn’t like about something like that happening to their states against their will. But it’s being forced on New York State; it’s very, very unfair. It’s going to mean billions of dollars less in Medicaid funding. The rallies are important even in the states that don’t have the swinging Senators because you see what’s happening around the country these weeks, the anger about the potential loss of healthcare for tens of millions of Americans, the inability of folks with pre-existing conditions to get coverage. I mean all of the things that are happening. The polling Marsha, I know you’ve seen it. The American people more and more are upset about this Senate healthcare bill. And do not want to see it pass in its current form.  So that’s important that that message be sent from every corner of the country. But the most important thing is, those 10 or so states where there is a potential swinging Senator, that’s why most of my energy has been focused on working with my fellow mayors in those states to maximize all that they are doing to put pressure on their Senators to not support this legislation. I’ll do the rest of this row, a couple more questions.
 
Question: Mr. Mayor, I want to follow up on your actions [inaudible]. What you say about the Council, this was in the beginning to see new promises [inaudible] you wanted to do. Are you saying it’s up to the Council now?
 
Mayor: No, I said from the beginning where I stood and I worked hard on it. I don’t remember if you around for all of the drama. But I worked very hard on it. And I am really to work on it again. But you still need 26 votes. And so my point is, I am ready to move something if the Council is ready to move and ill certainly do all I know to influence them.
 
Question: Even if it’s not [inaudible]
 
Mayor: I believe in a ban, but you know these other actions may be helpful too and I have not seen the proposal. I’ll certainly look forward to looking at it. 

Okay. Thanks, everyone.
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