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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 28, 2019
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO, COMMISSIONER O’NEILL HOLD MEDIA AVAILABILITY 

Mayor Bill de Blasio: We're here because of a tragedy last night in Brownsville. We are here because there were shots fired, 12 people struck, one dead and another in critical condition right now. We are here because something happened that should not happen. But I want to say from the very beginning, what happened last night interrupted an event – the Old Timers event, that had been held successfully and peacefully for decades– interrupted a moment that up until that time had been an example of everything good about the Brownsville community. So, we take this incident, this tragedy very, very seriously and we are going to talk about what we are going to do to do address it. You are going to hear from the Police Commissioner and the police in a just a moment, but I want to make really clear, this tragedy does not define Brownsville, does not define the people of Brownsville, does not define what’s happening on the ground in a community that has worked so hard and come so far. We have real work to do but it’s important to understand that this event, it was at its conclusion, in fact it was being cleaned up. The event was formerly over at that time. And there were over 100 police officers present at the event at the moment of the shooting.
 
I want to thank the NYPD for a swift response which unquestionably helped to make sure that those who were struck were saved. And I want to thank everyone at Brookdale and Kings County Hospitals for their life saving work. I want to turn to the Commissioner but before I do, I want to thank the elected officials who are present or were present earlier in the meeting we just had – Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, Borough President Eric Adams, Senator Roxanne Persaud, Assembly member Latrice Walker, Council Member Alicka Ampry-Samuel. I want to thank all of them for the work they do, for the ideas they put forward of what we could do further to help increase the peace in this community. I also want to thank all the members who are here from the crisis management system. The Cure Violence movement for making a huge difference in this city and whose work has been growing and needs to grow and our administration will be committed to deepening that work here in Brownsville and beyond because they are very much part of the solution at the grassroots. I want to thank all the folks who run the nonprofits in this community that play such as important role in helping to give young people a better option. I want to thank the elected officials because I know they work very hard at the grassroots and I want to thank the men and women of the NYPD who have developed deep bonds here in the Brownsville community. I’ve spent a lot of time here over the years. And I noticed consistently the level of dialogue, communication, the thinking, the planning together community and PD is exceptional. We have got lot more to do but there is that spirit here that accounts for a lot.
 
All that being said we know the most essential mission is to get guns off our streets. There’s a lot that has to be done on a bigger picture to achieve that. But one of the very best ways we can achieve it is to continue to deepen that relationship between our police and our community. To continue to empower the Cure Violence movement, to continue to deepen ties to all the community leaders who can help to stop these tragedies before they happen. We will find the suspects involved, they will be held responsible, I don’t have a doubt in my mind. And the men and women of the NYPD who have taken us so far will get that job and will help us continue to find a way forward in this community and beyond. 

With that, I want to turn to our Police Commissioner Jimmy O’Neill.
 
Police Commissioner James P. O’Neill: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Just to reiterate what the Mayor said – so many good things going on in Brownsville, we can’t let one tragic event define this great community. We are doing a lot of work here. Over the years I know Craig Edelman the [Inaudible] continues to do a great job as does the Assistant Chief Jeff Maddrey. Jeff – Chief Maddrey is going to walk you through a little bit of the history of the event and what led up to the shooting last night. And then Deputy Chief Mike Kemper is going to walk you through where we are in the investigation right now.
 
There were a lot of people here last night. There were probably 5,000 people on Friday, a couple thousand people last night. If anyone has any video before the event, during the event, before the shooting, during the shooting and maybe after shooting, please, please turn that over to us. It would be very helpful. You can do that at 1-800-5-7-7-TIPS. I think Chief Kemper will talk about that a little bit more too. So Jeff do you want to give a little bit of background on the Old Timers Weekend and what the history of it has been since 1963 believe it or not?
 
Assistant Chief Jeffrey Maddrey, Brooklyn North, NYPD: It’s Assistant Chief Jeffrey Maddrey – Assistant Chief Jeffrey Maddrey. Good morning and thank you Commissioner. Just real quick, just to talk a little bit about Brownsville’s Old Timers Weekend which happens the last weekend of July every year. It’s an annual event. It’s an event that celebrates this community. It celebrates the people who live here in Brownsville, people who lived here and left and want to come back and reconnect with friends and rebuild relationships and it really celebrates the values of this community. During the event every year, the first night which is on Friday, there’s a stage erected out on Linden Boulevard. You have performers, performers who usually have catalogues of music, hit records, who will come out and perform and entertain the community. You will see the people in the community dancing and enjoying the music and having a great time. The second day which [inaudible] which is Saturday. The event occurs of the Hegeman side of the Brownsville Recreational Center, again a stage is erected, you have local performers, local talent will come and show what they are doing. And again they entertain the community and the community has the opportunity to dance and enjoy themselves and rebuild and reconnect with relationships that they have created through the years.
 
The first night we had approximately 5,000 people out here who celebrated and we had no issues. The second night we – the event went off, people were partying and having a good time and again celebrating. And as we got to the close of the event, a few minutes before 11 o’clock, inside the park area, the playground area of the Brownsville Recreational Center, that’s where the gun shots began. The shots were fired, we had 12 people struck. Out of the 12 that were struck, seven were males, five were females. Their ages were from 21 to 55 years old. And out of the 12 that were struck one succumbed to his injuries and one was in very critical condition but is fighting for his life right now. At this point I am going to turn it over to Deputy Chief Mike Kemper, the Commanding Officer of Detective Bureau Brooklyn North. And he will update you with the investigation.
 
Deputy Chief Mike Kemper, Detective Bureau, Brooklyn North, NYPD: Good afternoon. So like the Police Commissioner and the Mayor stated there were 12 individuals that were shot last night inside Brownsville Park. Unfortunately one died from his injuries. I will try to be very brief on where we stand right now. As of right now there are no arrests made in this case but as you see it’s a very active crime scene in and around the park. The Crime Scene Unit is processing the scene. We have already collected ballistic evidence and other evidence of value for this case that is being processed as we speak. We also have other detectives and investigators interviewing witnesses, victims, collecting video amongst other investigative steps.
 
Will say this – we do know that there were no, probably hundreds of individuals inside that park when this incident occurred. So like the Police Commissioner alluded to and I will explain it a little bit further – we need help from the community. The community always helps us out and we have a lot of success with community help. I want to give a phone number out. It’s our Crime Stoppers Hotline, that’s 1-800-5-7-7-TIPS. I want to give out two other websites, Crime Stopper websites and I’ll explain why I am giving them out. CrimeStoppers.nypdonline.org and NYPDCrimeStoppers, it’s an actual website, it’s a Crime Stopper website. If anyone has any photos or videos that they took maybe perhaps in their cellphone of events, pre incident, during incident, or post incident, we are urging anyone if they could reach out to Crime Stoppers, either through the phone or if you have a photo or video use those websites. You can upload the video and or photo to it. Everyone can remain anonymous and every tip that’s generated will be given to detectives and will be fully investigated. So that’s where we stand right now. Thank you.
 
Mayor: We will take some questions on this. I just want to say at the beginning this is very very early on in the investigation so as per usual we won’t be able to tell you everything yet but we give you what we can.
 
Question: Mr. Mayor about how many shooters were there and how many guns?
 
Chief Kemper: So right now I could say based on witness statements and ballistic evidence we believe there were no less than two shooters and two guns.
 
Question: Has the victim been identified or will you release the name [inaudible]?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Say that again?
 
Question: Has the victim been identified?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: No we are not going to name any names yet. We have to make sure that all the notifications are made.
 
Question: [Inaudible]?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Sure.
 
Question: As the Mayor said, there was about 100 police officers on duty at this event? How does it make you feel that still is going to happen? With that many officers [inaudible]question. We did hear that people were yelling negative things at the police [inaudible]?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Oh you just take a look at that space and there’s you know, Friday night as Jeff said there were 5,000 people here. Last night there were 2,000 people, maybe a couple hundred people within the park. Now how does that make me feel that something happened here? Listen there’s always people that are looking to do New Yorkers harm or NYPD harm so you know, our response was quick. I would like to thank the men and women of the 73rd Precinct and those assigned from Brooklyn North. I would also like to thank the EMS, the Fire Department for the quick response. As the Mayor said, the people at KCH, Kings County Hospital and Brookdale Hospital. So you know, unfortunately it did happen, it was a tragic ending to a wonderful weekend. We are going to continue on. This event will be held next year and we always learn.
 
Question: [Inaudible]?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: That we don’t know yet. That’s part of the investigation.
 
Question: Any idea on a motive?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: We don’t know yet, that’s again – this is the initial stages of the investigation. Mike Kemper’s people I am sure will bring this to a successful conclusion.
 
Question: [Inaudible]?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Don’t know yet. We have to, as we go through the crime scene and get the results from our crime scene investigators we will be able to make a better determination right here.
 
Question: Mayor, are you going to be referring to this as a mass shooting? [Inaudible]?
 
Mayor: Again we are waiting to understand exactly what happened. What we know here is that 12 people were struck. I am only going to say that that phrase is usually reserved for a different type of situation than what I know this to be so far. But let’s get the investigation to go forward and then we can define yet.
 
Question: Any indication that this was gang related?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: So if you look back historically at shootings, violence within Brooklyn North and specifically the 7-3 Precinct, about half of them are gang, crew related. So that’s a thing we are going to take a look at, defiantly.
 
Question: Are they looking for multiple shooters [inaudible]?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Yes, there were as Chief Kemper said, it looks like there were two weapons used. Yes sir, yes hold on.
 
Question: You said there were 100 officers, can you describe what the security situation is like here and how were they –
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Yes it’s a detail that we have on large events. As you know, this is something that the NYPD does each and every day, each and every weekend. There’s probably a captain in charge, lieutenants, sergeants and 100 police officers assigned to various areas within this venue. Yes?
 
Question: Were both weapons recovered?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: There was one weapon recovered.
 
Question: [Inaudible]?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: The victims age from 21 to 55. The person that was killed is 38 years old. .
 
Question: The weapon that was recovered – were shell casings [inaudible]?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: This is the initial stage of the investigation.
 
Question: [Inaudible]?
 
Commissioner O’Neill: This is the initial stages of the investigation. That is what we think preliminarily.
 
Mayor: More to come.
 
Commissioner O’Neill: Alright? Anybody else? Thank you very much.
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