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STATEMENT FROM MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO ON DEATH OF MIGRANTS TRAVELING ACROSS MEDITERRANEAN SEA

“Reports that as many as 500 migrants – in search of safety and a better life – have drowned at sea marks yet another tragedy in what has become one of the worst refugee crises since World War II. Many of the people making these crossings are families and young children embarking on dangerous journeys – many fleeing great peril and violence back home and often times at the mercy of smugglers or at risk of human trafficking. The international community must approach this situation with compassion and shared humanity to protect the most vulnerable. The hearts of New Yorkers go out to the survivors and those who lost their loved ones.”
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