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Summary

Our school gardens are an integral part of the science
program. All through the year the students are directly
involved in the gardens. The gardens easily integrate
science, math, writing, reading and the arts. Every child
learns about the plants but most importantly contributes to
the gardens and takes home with them a working knowledge
of plants, beneficial insects and their needs.

When the children return to school in the fall, they go
down to the gardens and see how everything has grown.
They measure, draw and describe what they see. They also
notice any problems and we discuss what happened and
how we can make it better next year. The younger children
made Living Necklaces. These plants then went into the
garden.

As the months pass, the children get to sample the
crops which of course led to more measuring, describing and
drawing. We had an amazing occurrence in December this
year. The pumpkin we grew had developed pumpkin
seedlings inside. This led to a lesson on the true purpose of
the fruit. Then of course we saved a bunch of the pumpkin
seedlings, which became a Kindergarten Science Fair
Investigation. Of course these will go into our gardens when
the weather permits.

Many of the classes have started planting for our
gardens. We are raising sunflowers, Iris, corn and many
other plants. The children enjoy going to the garden, even
now when there are very few plants. They make noticing,
ask questions and come up with great ideas. Besides
having fun, the children and passersby all comment on how
beautiful everything looks. They often ask for advice or
suggestions for easy plants to start off their gardens. | hope
the children can help out since they have seen so much here
in our wonderful little school.
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My school has a lot of gardens, this means alot of
work. We have to water and care for the plants and
make sure they grow in properly.

The garden that I like the best is the vegetable
garden. The vegetable garden is in the back of the
school so everyone can see it. The vegetable garden
usually contains red delicious strawberries, juicy
cherries, pumpkins, fomatoes and different types of
corn. We keep that garden so neat that we have won
several awards. It is our pride and joy.

There is also the Monet Garden which is in honor
of the lives that were lost in the tragic event of
September 11.

The Daffodil Garden at the entrance of our school,

is To welcome all newcomers with their bright yellow
smiles and warmth. All of our gardens serve a special
purpose and this is how our school gives back to the
community. We offer a memorial garden for comfort

or a colorful garden for happiness.

We have to tend to all of these gardens by suppling
water for growth and keeping them clean for health. All
of this work helps our neighborhood look beautiful . So

clean up and you too can help out the place where we
live.
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This next section is pretty much
self explanatory. Most of the
classes get to go down to the
garden. | very often have them
record what they notice and give
some detailed observations.



Jasmine Nunez Class 4-215
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Pumpkin

It’s orange
It has a big stem
It has aleafon it
It’s bumpy in some areas
It's smooth in some areas
It has a smell - Swsx ook
It grows in a patch
It’s big
It’s heavy
). It has an oval shape
. It has a thick skin
. It had dirt on it
. It had creases from top to bottom
. It had some dents
. It was attached to a vine
. Its stem is brown
. Its stem is rough
. It has a flat bottom
. It sat straight up \@f e
. It’s hard A
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4-216
Oct. 14, 2003

The Pumpkins

Pm writing about the pumpkins in the garden. It is orange
and round. It is bigger than my head.

It look like it weights about 33 pounds. Its like 6 inches tall
and 6 inches long. It has a little stem that is brown and orange.
I think that the pumpkin has about 525 seeds. It has pumps on
it that are about 1.5 centimeters tall. There are green vines and
leaves around the pumpkin. It is the largest pumpkin in the
garden. The other pumpkin was almost the same size as the
other pumpkins. The second pumpkin is about 5 inches tall and
6 inches long. It weights about 32 pounds. Its stem is brown
and about 20 centimeters tall. | guess it has 505 seeds in the
pumpkin.

The third pumpkin is lighter than the other two pumpkins. |
think it is much rounder than the other pumpkin. It is big as a
beach ball. There are vine, leaves and grass around the
Pumpkin. The bumps is around the pumpkin. This pumpkin has
light orange color and little green dots around it. Its about two
heads to make this pumpkin.

I think these pumpkins are relative. One is bigger. The
Other one is smaller. The big pumpkin is much heaver than the
other small pumpkin.
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The children get to sample the foods we grow. Here
are some of their descriptions.
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| Living Necklaces
The children made plastic bag necklaces. Inside we
put some seeds. They wore their necklaces whenever they
came to science. They wrote about the plants growing in
their bags. When the plants got big, we planted them in the
food garden.
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And heroes rushed in
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To remember those lost

And to honor the herces
To suppert the survivors
And our garden will grow
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Bllve Jay

In this story, | Chelsea Edwards will tell
you things like: How it eats, and what its |
especially acorns, beechnuts, and seeds. &
grasshoppers, beetles, caterpillars, and sm
taking advantage of almost any food reso
Nonmigratory populations of Blue Jays sto
Blue Jay has a sturdy bill, dark legs, iong bl
length is 10 or 11 inches. They weigh 3 142

t a beautiful bird called a Blue Jay. I will be telling

e. Its diet is mostly vegetarian, including

agt a variety of animal foods including

e Jays are intelligent and adaptable,
ake to back yard bird feeders.

ark crevices or in the soil. A

.a white throat, and there

Their wing span is 16 inches. Blue J STY TR familys Blue jays are-known, to eat
the eggs and young of other bird S Sma 3 he Blue Je

structural color that results froq
with black barring and white tips.
another 17 - 21 days. Their nest
this is how a Blue Jay spends it

By Chelsea Edwards
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