
NYC EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT                                                          

NYC.gov/emergencymanagement 

press@oem.nyc.gov 

For Immediate Release     

#6-23     

     

NYC EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT’S LATEST ‘PREP TALK’ PODCAST 

DISCUSSES CHALLENGES PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES FACE IN NEW YORK 

CITY  

    

#PrepTalkNYC {Click here to listen to episode 88}    

     

February 14, 2023 — February marks Black History Month, and according to the Association 

for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH) this year’s theme is “Black 

Resistance.” It explores how African Americans have resisted historic and ongoing oppression, 

in all its forms. Continuing with that theme, it is important to explore how people with 

disabilities, especially those of color, are affected by many barriers, including prejudice. People 

with disabilities face numerous challenges with gaining employment and accessing resources. 

One of the best ways to ‘resist’ these obstacles is through advocacy and activism. New York City 

has implemented many initiatives to make change but there is still more work to do. 

 

On this episode of “Prep Talk” Christina Curry, Commissioner of the Mayor’s Office of People 

with Disabilities, the first African American woman in the role, discusses how she became an 

advocate for the Deaf and people with disabilities. Curry also talks about the many challenges 

people with disabilities face and how they may differ for people of color. She shares the 

importance of having diverse voices, especially when it comes to planning for and mitigating 

emergencies. She also discusses her goals for the agency and things everyone should be mindful 

of when interacting with people with disabilities. On this episode two ASL interpreters, Emilio 

Garcia and John Colon were present to ensure more accessibility. 

 

“It’s the old saying, we have to be twice as smart, work three times harder, it’s the same thing in 

the disability community as well to get the [same] services and respect,” said Christina Curry, 

Commissioner of the Mayor’s Office of People with Disabilities. “People have lower 

expectations and don’t even realize they have cultural biases against you because you’re a person 

with a disability and a person of color.” 

    

You can listen to the latest episode on SoundCloud, Apple Podcasts, and Spreaker.  

 

Profile    

 

https://soundcloud.com/user-866529970/creating-a-more-inclusive-city-a-discussion-with-nyc-mopd-commissioner-christina-curry?si=91825f62733b4915a7e872fecc65691b&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fasalh.org%2Fblack-history-themes%2F&data=05%7C01%7Caholmes%40OEM.NYC.GOV%7Cf546626f408944c53d9308db08852f94%7Cb8fb6613a06147c78b960f31f251d8a6%7C0%7C0%7C638113140335118522%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uTmyyHuZm5m%2BgQWIcKmul7%2F22RtZIp8N9p5l93tz3f0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fasalh.org%2Fblack-history-themes%2F&data=05%7C01%7Caholmes%40OEM.NYC.GOV%7Cf546626f408944c53d9308db08852f94%7Cb8fb6613a06147c78b960f31f251d8a6%7C0%7C0%7C638113140335118522%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uTmyyHuZm5m%2BgQWIcKmul7%2F22RtZIp8N9p5l93tz3f0%3D&reserved=0
https://soundcloud.com/user-866529970/creating-a-more-inclusive-city-a-discussion-with-nyc-mopd-commissioner-christina-curry?si=91825f62733b4915a7e872fecc65691b&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpodcasts.apple.com%2Fus%2Fpodcast%2Fprep-talk%2Fid1300716903&data=05%7C01%7Caholmes%40OEM.NYC.GOV%7Cf546626f408944c53d9308db08852f94%7Cb8fb6613a06147c78b960f31f251d8a6%7C0%7C0%7C638113140335274726%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BrjhgkJmRfCwa%2FHTpv7keM%2FSPgAwr4H0afHVkSBV9iA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.spreaker.com%2Fshow%2Fprep-talk-nyc&data=05%7C01%7Caholmes%40OEM.NYC.GOV%7Cf546626f408944c53d9308db08852f94%7Cb8fb6613a06147c78b960f31f251d8a6%7C0%7C0%7C638113140335274726%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ljZ2NTWN%2B0YMplJiYx41UGRJbAe%2FBVBI0JbEHRXz2ME%3D&reserved=0
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Christina Curry was appointed Commissioner of the Mayor's Office for People with Disabilities 

by Mayor Adams in August 2022. She began her career in rehabilitation as an advocate for the 

minority Deaf, Hard of Hearing communities at the Lexington Center for the Deaf. Curry has 

served on subcommittees attached to the National Council of Independent Living and the 

National Council of on Disability. She has also worked with the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency in Puerto Rico and with New York City Emergency Management on 

emergency preparedness in disabled/deaf communities. Curry has a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Psychology and Education from Hunter College - City University of New York; a Master of Arts 

degree in Deafness Rehabilitation from New York University; and a Master of Public 

Administration degree in Emergency Management and Disaster Preparedness from Metropolitan 

College of New York. 
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MEDIA CONTACT:            Ashleigh Holmes   (718) 422-4888      

      

STAY CONNECTED:         Twitter:   @NotifyNYC (emergency notifications)      

                @nycemergencymgt (emergency preparedness info)      

Facebook: /NYCemergencymanagement      

    
    
  
    
    
   
   
  
  
 

 

 

 

 


