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TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AT BAPTIST MINISTRIES CONFERENCE MLK DAY OF SERVICE 

Mayor Bill de Blasio: Morning, everyone.

Audience: Morning.

Mayor: First, I want to give honor to God. Without him this day would not be possible.

Audience: Amen. 

[Applause]

And I want to thank Reverend Morrison for his leadership. Let’s give him a big round of applause.

[Applause]

This conference, for over 100 years, has been one of the key points of conscious and of action and of faith in this city in tough times as well as easier times. And the good work that everyone here assembled does – the work of faith but also the work of social action – will be needed more than ever. Can I get an amen for that?

Audience: Amen. 

Mayor: The time we are entering into will require new things of us but we don’t have to look far for an inspiration and we don’t have to look far for an example. And that’s why we celebrate Dr. King today. He said many, many powerful things that we can use to instruct us. One so simple, so pertinent to this gathering – he talked about the power of faith in addressing the world around us. He urged us all to us faith “to fight vigorously the evils of the world in a humble and loving spirit.” 

We are going to need that. We’re going to need that humble and loving spirit – and that devotion to fighting the evils of the world because the evils are making themselves quite apparent, aren’t they?

Audience: Amen. 

Mayor: So, I want to just take a couple of minutes – only a couple of minutes to talk about this moment in time and how this King Day has a special resonance and a special call to all of us to action.

But first let me thank – in addition to Reverend Morrison, I want to thank Vice President Reverend Barnwell. Thank you for your leadership. I want to thank your guest preacher, Reverend Taylor, for all that he is teaching. And of course, our host pastor, Reverend Williams and this beautiful church that means so much to this community [inaudible] New York City –

[Applause]

And thank you as well to the elected officials who are with us – our Public Advocate, Tish James; our Borough President, Gale Brewer. And a special [inaudible] our Comptroller Scott Stringer and a special thank you to the man who gave me such a great example to follow [inaudible] had the honor of working for him as a young man and he inspires me to this day. Let us thank Mayor David Dinkins [inaudible] –

[Applause]

Now, I want to take you very quickly back to 1968 for a simple point. We think of the day we lost Dr. King but I want you to spend a moment on the day before and the day after. 

The day before Dr. King was engaged in broadening his movement evermore. He was in sanitation workers in Memphis. He was fighting for working people. He did not see his movement ever as a narrow effort to simply achieve a set of civil rights and then call it a day. He kept telling us we had to combine the fight for civil rights with the fight for economic justice, that you couldn’t have one without the other.

He thought the labor struggle was the same as the civil rights struggle. He thought ending the Vietnam War was the same as the civil rights struggle. And he was proven so right, wasn’t he?

[Applause]

So, the day before he was telling us to reunite across so many good movements and to unite so many good people in common cause. And isn’t that a powerful reminder that we needed this exact moment in history?

And then the day after we’d lost him – and some of you can remember it well – the devastation, the pain, the sense of hopelessness. And yet, what Dr. King taught us sustained us, and people got back up, regrouped, reformed their movements, made it strong again, went on to win the kinds of victories Dr. King envisioned. 

He never told us that work would end, by the way. He told us it could keep growing and progressing. But he never told us there was a day when it was finished and then you could have your leisure and just enjoy the fruits of your labor. 

He never promised us that. He never lived that way. And we need to remember it’s our time to get back up.

So, lest we think these challenges have only been in the last few decades. Let me turn to scripture, to Corinthians. And I heard these words just a few days ago and I thought they could have been written on November 9th. Let me tell them to you – “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.”

This verse is so powerful because it reminds us that we have to define our own power through our faith, through our beliefs, through our fellowship, through our sense of common struggle for humanity.

And we will not let anything – certainly not the results of one election – change our faith in our mission or our faith in each other. We gather today, people of good heart, and people who have devoted their lives to uplifting others through faith, through social action, in public service – in so many ways.

Let’s dig down deep and remember it’s our time to inherit that mantle. It’s our generation’s turn. It’s not a burden. It is a calling to us. Dr. King never ran away from a challenge. Dr. King didn’t bemoan them. He was purposeful. 

So, I want to ask you to do one thing this very week on Thursday evening. Thursday night is a powerful night and a pointed night. It is the last night of the Barack Obama presidency. And we have a moment to applaud what our president has achieved [inaudible] –

[Applause]

On Thursday night, people of goodwill will gather in Columbus Circle. It’ll be our last chance to be together under the leadership of President Obama. It will be our chance to gather strength and prepare to fight for justice in a new world.

We’re going to make clear that we, and people all over the country, will fight and will succeed at preserving the gains that have been made. We are not going to let them go. 

And here in this city, we have a special responsibility. This city has worked so hard to get it right. This city – that has come so far – we have an obligation to show our nation something on Thursday night and every day and night thereafter. 

So, I conclude with this – we didn’t change. New York City – we didn’t change on November 8th. We’re still New York City. We’re always New York. 

We will fight for our values every day and we will preserve our values every day. We’re not going to let them be torn apart. We’re going to protect each other. We’re going to respect everyone including our immigrant brothers and sisters from all nations.

[Applause] 

We are going not going to participating in any Muslim, religious registries here in this city.

[Applause]

We’re not going to allow our police officers to be turned into enforcement immigration agents. 

[Applause]

And we are not going back to the era of stop-and-frisk.

[Applause]

We make these decisions here in New York City. The people of New York City have made their decisions and that is our destiny to be an antidote to the problems that face us, to be an example, to be a beacon.

Brothers and sisters, this is our moment – our generation’s moment. Let’s reach up to it. Let’s show what it’s supposed to be for all. 

Thank you and God bless you all. 
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