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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 24, 2019
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AT THE HUNTERS POINT LIBRARY GRAND OPENING
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: Thank you. Thank you, everyone. This is a really, really good day for Queens and this is a good day for New York City. We’ve got a lot to celebrate here. First of all, I want to celebrate Dennis for the extraordinary work he does. He has made the library stronger, the library system stronger than ever. Let’s thank Dennis Walcott for all he does. 
 
[Applause]
 
So, you look around and you see all of these extraordinary new buildings, and you look across the way to Manhattan and you see a lot of beautiful buildings. You see a lot of remarkable things. But here is the jewel. right here. This is the building that everyone is talking about. And it is not only because it’s beautiful, it’s because of what’s going to happen in here. What it’s going to mean for the people of this community. But the most important and most wonderful thing I could say about this building is, it belongs to you. Congratulations.
 
[Applause] 
 
And a lot of people worked hard on this, to create something beautiful, something inspiring, something uplifting, something for everyone. And one of the things I love about this new library is that it speaks to our values as New Yorkers. We believe in a place for everyone, right? That’s what we believe in this town, we want a place that everyone is welcome, everyone is comfortable, everyone experiences something great together, and that’s what we’re going to have here.
 
Now, sometimes, my friends, government gets its act together. Sometimes it takes a while, doesn’t always happen overnight. But to pick up on Dennis’s point, a lot of people worked really hard to get us to the finish line, and I want to thank so many good people here but I want to start with members of my team for whom this was clearly a labor of love and I want you to join me in thanking them again, Deputy Mayor for Operations Laura Anglin.
 
[Applause]
 
The fabulous Commissioner from the Department of Design and Construction – when she’s not being the head of the School Construction Authority – she does it all, Lorraine Grillo, thank you.
 
[Applause]
 
And someone who truly loves Queens, always looks out for Queens, our Cultural Affairs Commissioner Tom Finklepearl, thank you.
 
[Applause]
 
To the elected officials, they’ve all fought for this, advocated for this, done so much to bring us to this day, so thank you to Borough President Melinda Katz and Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer and Senator Mike Gianaris, Assembly Member Cathy Nolan, Assembly Member Aravella Simotas – let’s thank them all for all they have done. 
 
[Applause]
 
And former Council Member Edward Sodowsky, let’s thank him as well, we appreciate him.
 
[Applause] 
 
Once a Council Member, always a Council Member, I can attest to that.
 
[Laughter]
 
And then folks who have done so much for the library, I want to thank Eun Young Chang, and the Chair of the board, Haeda Mihaltses – I knew you when Haeda, before we called you Chair, Gary Strong, and of course from the architect Steven Holl, beautiful, beautiful design. Let’s thank all of them. 
 
[Applause]
 
So, this is history. This is the first new library in Queens in more than a decade. That is something to celebrate. We are so happy that this day has come, and what does it mean? It means a place that will change people’s lives. And I always try and remind us, when we do something like this it’s about all the people who will benefit. It means a place where a young person will apply for college, or someone will come here and get information that will lead them to a job. Or someone will come here to become a citizen, or to learn a new language, or to register to vote. All of that is going to happen here, and so much more. So much education. Kids are going to learn and grow here. And it’s going to be an anchor for this neighborhood. The folks who worked on this understood that this was something very, very important and special. And this is not business as usual. You all are hearing the acclaim that this beautiful building is getting. This was not business as usual. This was shooting for the stars. Everyone resolved to do something beautiful. And this is what we have to be as a city. A place where when we do something new, whether it’s a new school, a new park, new affordable housing – we make it something great, we make it something for everybody. And that’s what we intend to do.
 
So, today, we do something memorable; something that will be remembered in this community, felt in this community, felt in this borough, felt in this city for a long, long time; something that’s going to give us a lot of pride, and we’ll remember this day, and every time we come back here and see that child who is learning and growing, or seeing that senior that comes here, and it’s such a beautiful part of the day. We’ll remember this was a moment when everyone got it right. And everyone here deserves a lot of praise for sticking with it and getting us to this day. 
 
And now just a few words in Spanish.
 
[Mayor de Blasio speaks in Spanish]
 
To everyone, this is a day to celebrate. Success has many fathers and mothers, congratulations to all. Well done, everybody.
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