HEADLINES SHOW RAMPANT CORRUPTION, DISARRAY IN NYC SCHOOLS WITHOUT ACCOUNTABILITY OF MAYORAL CONTROL
Before Albany granted New York City control over our own schools, accountability was so limited that patronage, chaos and corruption were allowed to run rampant. The lack of oversight allowed:
1. jobs to be sold 
1. for people to hold jobs they didn’t show up to for years on end
1. money to be stolen directly from schools
1. school board members openly admitting they would never send their children to schools in the districts they represented
1. the hiring of drug dealers and gang members, including as school safety officers 
The headlines and excerpts below – only a small portion of the scandals that plagued schools before mayoral control – make clear why New York City schools need mayoral control and the accountability it provides.
For School Districts Sullied By Corrupt Past, New Doubt (New York Times)
Excerpt: When investigators charged last week that teachers and principals in 18 of New York City's 33 school districts had helped students cheat on standardized tests, it came as no surprise to veteran school officials that several of the implicated districts had long histories of corruption.
After the city school system was decentralized in the 1960's to give more control to community school boards, the hiring of school administrators and even teachers in those districts became a highly politicized process, with some board members serving as unofficial proxies for neighborhood political leaders who used them to dole out patronage jobs and other favors.
Patronage hiring has been less common since 1996, when the State Legislature took away the hiring powers of the community school boards and broadened the powers of the schools chancellor. But even with increased power, Chancellor Rudy Crew has had difficulty rooting out corruption in the city's 1,100 schools.
SCHOOL LEASING SCANDAL GROWING (Daily News) 
Excerpt: The Board of Education leasing scandal expanded yesterday as investigators focused on two new multi-million dollar deals involving a school official who quit and then got huge fees for managing the projects. Officials said probers are examining records on Bronx and Brooklyn renovation jobs totaling more than $11 million each.
AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE LATIN KINGS: No tolerance for gangs in our public schools (New York City Special Commissioner of Investigations for the New York City School District) 97
Excerpt: Our findings make clear that as a member of the Latin Kings, Officer Roman faces an irreconcilable conflict between his loyalty to the Kings, on the one hand, and his duties as a school safety officer on the other.
SCAM COST BD. OF ED. 6M: PROBE (Daily News) 
Excerpt: A Brooklyn rabbi stole $6 million from the Board of Education by putting 81 no-show employees on the board payroll in a 20-year scam that benefited his religious school, Special Schools Investigator Ed Stancik charged yesterday. Rabbi Hertz Frankel principal of the 4,000-student Beth Rachel all-girls school in Williamsburg pleaded guilty last Friday to a felony charge to commit mail fraud.
FRAUD AND INCOMPETENCE: WHY IT TOOK TWO YEARS TO REPLACE FOUR WINDOWS AT P.S. 55 (New York City schools Special Prosecutor) 
Excerpt: Mulukuntee Krishnappa entirely abandoned his duties as the DSF inspector assigned to the window installation portion of the P.S. 55 contract. Indeed, he concealed this dereliction by submitting fraudulent documentation. Without ever inspecting the site, he approved final payment, and misrepresented that the work was timely, satisfactory, and performed by the contractor.
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