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THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF
NEW YORK.

—_——————
STATED MEETING.

Tuesday, June 26, 1917, 1.30 o'clock P. M.
Tte Board met in the Aldermanic Chamber, City Hall,

Present:
Frank L. Dowling, President of the Board of Aldermen.

Aldermen
Thomas M. Farley,
James R. Ferguson.
August Ferrand.
John S. Gaynor.
Edward V. Gilmore,
William A. Glennon.
Isaac Gutman.
James A. Hatch.
Charles H. Haubert.
Harry Heyman.
George Hilkemeier,
Michael J. Hogan.
William P. Kenneally.
Francis P. Kenney.
John McCann.
John F. McCourt.
William P. McGarry.
Charles J. McGillick.
John MeKee.
Thomas W. Martin,

John J. O'Rourke.
Clarence Y. Palitz.
Charles A. Post.
William F. Quinn.
Stephen F. Roberts.
Harrv Robitzek.
John J. Ryan.

Frank J. Schmitz.
Peter Schweickert.
Michael J. Shields,
Emanuel I. Silberstein.
Fred Smith,

Arnon L. Squiers,
Patrick H. Sulivan.
Michael Stapleton.
Frederick H. Stevenson,
Moritz Tolk,
Frederick Trau.
William K. Walsh,
Thomas A. Williams.
John Wirth.

Robert L. Moran.
ice-Chairman.

Alexarder Bassett.
William H. Burns.
Samuel J. Burden.
JTames ]. Browne.
Laurer Carroll.
Edward Cassidy.
Charle; P. Cole,
William T. Collins.
Williain W. Colne.
Edward W. Cox.
S. Clinton Crane.
Frank A. Cunningham,
Edward W. Curley.
Charles Delaney.
TJohn Diemer.
Frank T. Dixson.
Rernard E. Donnelly.
Charles W. Dunn.
Alexander S. Drescher, James J. Molen.
John 7. Eagan. Frank Mullen.

C:lvin D. Van Name, President, Borough of Richmond.

Maarice E. Connolly, President, Borough of Queens, by James Butler, Assistant
Commissioner of Public Works,

Douglas Mathewson, President, Borough of The Bronx, by John G. Borgstede,
Commissioner of Public Works. )

Lewis H. Pounds. President, Borough of Brooklyn, by Edmund W. Voorhies,
Commissioner of Public Works. :

Marcus M. Marks, President, Borough of Manhattan, by John H. Boschen, Assist-
ant Commissioner of Public Works.

The President announced that Aldermen Cardani, Dostal, Moore, Friedlander,
McMznus and Wise were excused from attendance,

T1e Clerk proceeded to read the Minutes of June 19, 1917

Aldermen Robitzek moved that the Minutes be amended by striking therefrom,
on page 610, in the table of affirmative votes on the adoption of G. O. 337, Int. No.
1522, zn ordinance relating to junk dealers, the name of Alderman McGarry and trans-
ferring the same to the table of negative votes,

Which motion was adopted.

The Minutes were then, as amended, adopted.
The foregoing action disclosing that the subject in question failed of adoption by
the requisite vote, Alderman Robitzek offered the following resolution :

No. 1715.
Request to His Honor the Mayor to Return to the Board of Aldermen, for
Further Consideration, Int. No. 1522,

Resolved, That his Honor the Mayor be and he is hereby requested to return to
this Board for further consideration an ordinance now in his hands (Int. No. 1522),
entitled “An Ordinance to amend article 9, chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances, re-
lating to Junk Dealers.”

Which was adopted.

Subsequently the paper was received from the Mayor and is as follows:

Report of the Committee on General Welfare Presenting to the Board Without
Recommendation an Ordinance to Amend the Code of Ordinances, Relating to
“Junk Dealers”

The Committee on General Welfare, to which was referred on April 17, 1917
(Minutes, page 143), the annexed ordinance to amend article 9 of chapter 14 of the
Code of Ordinances, relating to Junk Dealers, respectfully

REPORTS:

That the Committee has had this matter under consideration for some time,
during which a public hearing was held, at which little or no opposition appeared
and there was unanimous approval thereof by representatives of the various trans-
portation companies in and about the City. Notwithstanding this the Committee is
unable to agree as to the merits of the proposed ordinance and presents it to the
Board without recommendation.

AN ORDINANCE to amend article 9, chapter 14, of the Code of Ordinances relating

to Junk Dealers.

Be it Ordained by the Board of Aldermen of The City of New York as follows:

Section 1. Article 9 of chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances of The City of
New York is hereby amended to read as follows:

ArTIiCcLE 9.
Junk Dealers.

Section 120. Definitions.
121. License fee and bond; term.
122. Restrictions,
123. Record of purchases.
124. Reports to the police department.
125. Lost or stolen goods.
126.  Violations.

Section 120. Definitions.

1. Junkman, junkshop, junk cartman, junk boatman. Any one dealing in the
purchase or sale of junk, old rope, old iron, brass, copper, tin, [or] lead, rubber, paper,
rags, bagging, slush or empty bottles, in large or small quantities, including junk cart-
men and junk boatmen, shall be deemed to be a junk dealer and his place of business
a junk shop. This ordinance shall not apply to persons engaged exclusively in the
purchase and sale in large quantities of scrap iron and steel, or woolen rags, or paper
stock, but each said person shall annually file with the Police Commissioner and Com-
missioner of Licenses, a statement, in writing, setting forth the name and address of
such person and the character of the business thereof.

2. Junk cart, junk boat. Any vehicle in the streets, or any vessel in the waters
of the city, used for the purpose of collecting or selling junk, old rope, old iron, brass,
copper, tin, lead, rubber, paper, rags, bagging, slush or empty bottles, shall be deemed,
respectively, a junk cart or junk boat, [and every junk cart or junk boat shall show
on each outside thereof the words “Junk Cart” or “Junk Boat,” together with the
figures of its official number, which] and the owner or owners thereof junk dealers.
Any vehicle used for the purpose of collecting or selling any article or articles here-
inbefore enumerated shall be furnished, by the Department of Licenses, with a-plate,
to be affived to a conspicwous and indispensable part of the vehicle, on which plate
shall be clearly set forth the official number of the junk cart with the words “Junk
Cart” and the date of expiration of the license, and the design or color of this plate
shall be changed at the beginning of each license year, and in the case of a junk boat,
the words “Junk Boat” and the figures of the official number thereof shall be painted
in white block letters and figures respectively at least [twelve] eightcen inches high
end two inches wide on a black background on the stern and also on both the port
and starboard sides of the boat, at the forward end thereof; and no person shall do
such collecting or selling in any other way or manner than as aforesaid. In the case
of a junk boat, there shall be but one person on the boat.

Section 121, License fee and bond; term.

Every junk dealer shall pay an annual license fee of $20 and give a bond to the
City, with sufficient surety approved by the commissioner of licenses, in the penal
sum of $250, condition for the due observance of all provisions of law and municipal
ordinances relating to such dealers, excepting m the case of a junk dealer operating -
a junk boat, who shall furnish for each junk boat so operated, a bond, with sufficient
suretv aprpoved by the commissioner of licenses, in the sum of $1,000 conditioned
for the due observance of all provisions of law and municipal ordinances relating to
such dealers. Each [junk cart or junk boat] junk dealer operating one or more junk
carts or junk boats, shall pay an annual license fee of $5 for each horse-drawn or
power vehicle or for cach boat, and an annual license fee of $2 for each push cart.

All junk dealers’ licenses, including junk cartmen [carts] and junk boatmen
[oats] shall be issued as of November 1, and shall expire on the 31st day of October
next succeeding the date of issuance thereof.

Section 122. Restrictions. ‘

1. Place. No junk dealer, including junk cartmen and junk boatmen, shall carry
on husiness at any other place than the one designated in the license therefor, which
tlace of business shall be within the limits of The City of New York, nor shall he
continue to carry on business after such license has been suspended or revoked, or
has expired.

2. Purchases. No junk dealer, tncluding junk cartmen and junk boatmen, shall
purchase any goods, article or thing whatsoever from any minor, apprentice or servant,
knowing or having reason to believe the seller to be such, nor from any person be-
tween [the setting of the sun] the hours of 6 p. m. and 7 a. m., [7 o’clock in the
morning.)

3. Sales by dealers. No article or articles hereinabove enumerated, except old
iron purchased in lots of one thousand pounds or over, old paper and old rags, shall
be sold or disposed of by a junk dealer, including junk boatmen and junk cartmen, until
the expiration of 48 hours after such purchase or receipt. .

4. Prohibition as to second hand dealers. No person. firm or corporation licensed
as a second hand dealer shall deal in the purchase or sale of any article or articles
enwmerated in section 120 hereof, or employ or use a cart wagon, boat or other vehicle
for the purpose of collecting any such things or materials.

5. Other Business. No one licensed as a junk dealer, including junk cartmen
and junk boatmen, shall be licensed as a pawnbroker or dealer in second hand articles
in the city.

6. No licensed junk dealer, including junk boatmen and junk cartmen, shall
purchase or sell any new goods.

Section 123. Record of purchases.

Every junk dealer, mncluding junk cartmen and junk boatmen. shall keep, at his
place of busimness, which place shall be within the limits of The City of New York, a
book in which shall be legibly written, 1n English, at the time of every purchase or sale,
a description of every article so purchased or sold, the name, residence and general
description of the person or persons from whom such purchase was made or to whom
such sale was made, the day and hour of such purchase or sale, and, when the purchase
consists of articles from a scow, coal-boat, lighter, tug or other vessel, the name of
such scow, coal-boat, lighter, tug or other vessel, and the name and residence of the
owner thereof; and such book shall at all reasonable times he open to the inspection
of any police officer, or the mayor, the commissioner or any inspector of licenses, or
any magistrate, or person duly authorized in writing, for such purpose, by the com-
missioner or any magistrate, who shall exhibit such authorization to'the dealer.
Section 124. Reports to the police department,
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Everv junk dealer, including junk cartmen and junk boatmen, upon being served
with a written notice so to do by a member of the police department, shall report to
the police commissioner, on blank forms to be furnished by the police department, an
accurate Jescription of all goods, articles or things purchased or received in the course
of business of the junk dealer during the days specified in such notice, stating the
amount paid for, and the name, residence and general description of the person from
whom su:h goods, articles or things were received. . ,

Section 125. Lost or stolen goods.
If ary goods, articles or thing whatsoever, shall be advertised in any newspaper

printed i1 the city as having been lost or stolen, and if the same or any such an-
swering ‘o the description advertised or any part [or portion] thereof, shall be or
come intc the possession of any junk dealer, including junk cartmen and junk boatmen,
[he] such. dealer, upon receiving written, printed or oral notice so to do, shall give in-
formation thereof in writing to the police commissioner, [and state] stating from whom
the same was received. Every junk dealer, as aforesaid, who shall have or receive
any goods, article or thing lost or stolen, or alleged or supposed to have been lost or
stolen, skall exhibit the same, on demand, to any police officer, or to the mayor, com-
missioner or any inspector of licenses, or any magistrate, or any person duly authonzed
in writinz, by the commissioner or any magistrate, who shall exhibit such authorization
to such cealer.

Section 126. Violations. '
Any person who shall wiolate, or neglect, or refuse to comply with any of the pro-

visions of this article, shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of not more
than $20, or by imprisonment not cxcecding sixty days, or by both such fine and tm-
prisonment.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.

Note—New matter in italics; old matter in brackets [ ], to be omitted.

HAPRY ROBITZEK, Chairman; S. FRIEDLANDER, ARNON L. SQUIERS,
JAMES R. FERGUSON, JOHN T. EAGAN, WILLIAM T. COLLINS, W. F.
QUINN, CHARLES A. McMANUS, FRANK T. DIXSON : Committee on General
Welfare.

Alderman Robitzek moved that the vote by which the foregoing report and
ordinancs was considered on June 19, 1917, be reconsidered and that the same be made

a Gener:] Order for consideration this day.

Whi:h was adopted.

Alderman McCourt then moved that the subject be recommitted to the Committee
on Gene-al Welfare, .

Whizh motion was lost.

Later, on motion of Alderman Robitzek, the President put the question whether
the Board would agree with said report and adopt such ordinance.

Which was decided in the affirmative by the following vote:

Affi-mative—Aldermen Browne, Carroll, Cole, Colne, Cox, Crane, Curley, Delaney,
Diemer, Dixson. Donnelly, Dunn, Ferguson, Ferrand, Gaynor, Glennon, Gutman,
Hatch, Xenney, McKee, Martin, Mullen, O'Rourke, Palitz, Post, Quinn, Robitzek,
Ryan, Schmitz, Schweickert, Silberstein, Smith, Squiers, Stevenson, Trau, Walsh,
William:, Wirth; President Van Name; President Connolly, by James Butler, As-
sistant Commissioner of Public Works: President Mathewson, by John G. Borgstede,
Commissioner of Public Works; President Pounds, by Edmund W. Voorhies, Com-
missioner of Public Works; President Marks, by John H. Boschen, Assistant Com-
missioner of Public Works; the Vice-Chairman—44.

Negative—Aldermen Cassidy, Collins, Drescher, Farley, Gilmore, Haubert, Hey-
man. Hilkemeter, McCourt, McGarry, McGillick, Molen, Sullivan and Tolk—14.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY, COUNTY AND BOROUGH OFFICERS.

The President laid before the Board the following communication from the
President of the Borough of Manhattan:

No. 1716.
President, Borough of Manhattan—Designating Acting President, Borough of
Manhattan, to Act in His Place and Stead.

Citv of New York, Borough of Manhattan, Municipal Building, June 26, 1917.

Hon, Joux H. BoscHEN, Assistant Commissioner of Public Works, Borough of
Manhattan: :

De:r Sir—Pursuant to the authority vested in me by section 383 of the Greater
New York Charter, I hereby designate you as Acting President of the Borough of
Manhattan for the purpose of representing me in the Board of Aldermen at the
meeting to be held Tuesday, June 26, 1917. Very truly yours,

MARCUS M. MARKS, President, Borough of Manhattan.

Wtich was ordered on file,

The President laid before the Doard the following communication from the
President of the Borough of Queens:

No. 1717.
President, Borough of Queens—Designating James Butler, Assistant Commis«
sioner of Public Works, to Act in His Place and Stead.

The City of New York, Office of the President of the Borough of Queens, Long
Island City, June 26, 1917.

Honorchle Fraxx L. Dowring, President of the Board of Aldermen, City of New
York:

Dear Sir—Pursuant to the provisions of section 383 of the Greater New York
Charter and opinion of the Corporation Counsel, dated January 15th, 1908, based
thereor, 1 have designated James Butler, Assistant Commissioner of Public Works,
to act 15 Member of the Board of Aldermen of the City of New York, in and for
the Prasident of the Borough of Queens, at a meeting of the Board of Aldermen,
advertised to be held in the City Hall, Borough of Manhattan, New York City,
on this date at 1.30 p. m. Yours very truly,

RICHARD S. NEWCOMBE, Acting President of the Borough of Queens.

Which was ordered on file.

Th: President laid before the Board the following communication from the

District Attorney of Kings County:

~

No. 1718.
District Attorney, Kings County—Request for the Establishment of the Position
of Deputy Assistant District Attorney.
7Di:;trict Attorney’s Office, County of Kings, Brooklyn, New York, June 22nd,
1917. .
Board of Aldermen of the City of New York, City Hall, Borough of Manhattan,

New York City:

Sirs—I respectfully request that in pursuance of the County Law, Section 12,
Subdivision 5, and of Section 1586 of the Greater New York Charter, you adopt the
following resolution:

“Resolved, that pursuant to the provisions of Section 12, Subdivision 5, of
the County Law and of Section 1586 of the Greater New York Charter, the
Beard of Aldermen hereby establishes the position of Deputy Assistant District
Attorney for three incumbents, at a salary to be fixed by the District Attorney
but not to exceed thirty-five hundred dollars each per annum, in the office of
the District Attorney of Kings County.”

The District Attorney heretofore under date of April 14, 1917, requested that
the Beard of Estimate and Apportionment pass a resolution pursuant to the provi-
sions ot Sectivn 56 of the Greater New York Charter, recommending to your honor-
able body the escablishment of the three positions in accordance with the foregoing
resolution now requested of your honorable body. The board of Estimate and
Apporionment by its Zction apparently on Jume 8th, of which action this office
was alvised on the 20th, denied the District Attorney’s request apparently on the
sole g-ound that it had no jurisdiction, for the reason that the Board of Aldermen
alone had the power to create these places. The circumstances of the denial by
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment are briefly these: The Bureat of Per-
sonal Service of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment made a report that the
power to create these places was solely in the Board of Aldermen, under the provi-
sions of Section 12, Subdivision 5 of the County Law and of Section 1386 of the
Greater New York Charter. This it declared, notwithstanding the fact that on
June 24, 1910, the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, by resolution, recommended
to the Board of Aldermen the establishment under Section 56 of the Greater New
York Charter of the grade of position of Deputy Assistant District Attorney, at
two thousand dollars per annum, in the office of the District Attorney of Kings
County. That action was approved by your honorable body on July 19, 1910. Not-
withstanding this action, the Bureau of Personal Service in its report declares:

“However, it is the opinion of this bureau that the request of the District
Actorney should properly be made to the Board of Aldermen and acted upon

by that board, under the foregoing cited provisions of law, without any action

by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment being taken or necessary.”

With respect to this office there were other instances where positions have been
created by the recommendation of the Board of Estimate and approval of your
body. This includes the establishment of the position of Process Server for seven
incumbents by the resolution of the Board of Estimate adopted December 22, 1910
and approved by the Board of Aldermen on January 10, 1911. This also includes
the establishment of the position of Telephone Operator by resolution of the Board
of Estimate of April 2, 1909, which was approved by the Board of Aldermen on
April 13, 1909.

With respect to the merits of the District Attorney’s application, the Bureau of
Personal Service approved it only to the extent of two places and called attention
to the unavaliability of funds, its report saying:

“If the District Attorney had another Assistant assigned to the Magistrates’
Courts, and one in the Appeals and office preparation work, or a total of two
additiona] positions, the needs of the office would be amply provided for. The
duties of the requested positions fall within Grade 2 of the lawyers’ group of
the standard specifications, with a salary range from $1500 to $2280 per annum
inclusive. There are no funds available within the 1917 budget appropriations t(;
the office, and an issue of special revenue bonds in the necessary sum would
have to be authorized to provide for the purposes of the request.”

Acting upon this report of the Bureau of Personal Service, the Committee on
Salaries and Grades of the board made the following recommendation:

“In view of the above report, the Committee recommends denial of the
request of the District Attorney of Kings County for three additional positions
of Deputy Assistant District Attorneys, on the ground that the request should
properly be made to the Board of Aldermen, as the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment is without jurisdiction.”

Acting upon such report and recommendation, the Board of Estimate itself
adopted thle’l following resolution:

“That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment hereby deni
of the District Attorney of Kings County, dated April 14, )1917 ?Zrtl;ﬁerigtfgf
lishment of the position of Deputy Assistant and District Att(;rney for three
incumbents, at a salary to be fixed by the District Attorney, but not to exceed
$3,500 per annum each, but without prejudice to its presentation to the 1918
%Budg_et Cofmn;lxttefe.” T
n view of the fact that the Board of Estimate has abandoned an i

power with respect to the establishment of thes places, and in viesv aofy tlcltlllrtr]le?i{
of the application and the present office need for these places, you are earnestly
urged to adopt the resolution first set out in this communication. The reasons for
it are of great weight. Ij‘or some years past the office of the District Attorney of
Kings County has administered the crimmnal work of this county with a force of
twelve assistants and one deputy assistant. In New York County during the same
period of time there has been a force of twelve assistants and thirty-eight deputy
assistant district attorneys, the pay of the deputy assistants ranging from five
thousand dollars down to fifteen hundred dollars per annum; although the work
done in New York County is not more than two and one-half times the amount
of work done in this county. There are throughout the year continuous sittings
of the courts in this county for the trial of criminal cases. During the year assign-
ments must be made of assistants to try cases in the Court of Spectal Sessions
in three and four parts of the County Court, and in a Criminal Term of the
Supreme Court. Owing to the amount of preparation necessary to be conducted
in the office and the number of Trial Terms of courts to be regularly cared for
it has been impossible during this period to assign more than one man to the ten
City Magistrates’ Courts in this county. The experience in the past few years has
shown that it is impossible for one man to cover the ten courts six days each
week and get results. A fair trial of the system has been made by having regular
days each week for the attendance of the assistant in each court and urging that
the more important cases, such as felonies, be adjourned to the District Attorney's
day. In the light of this experience, it seems unwise to any longer continue this
system, and the need has become exceedingly plain for three men to cover the
Magistrates’ Courts each week, assist in the necessary work of preparation and
appeals. It is thought that if three deputy assistants were to devote their time
exclusively to the Magistrates’ Courts and the work of preparation, the citizens of
this county would be given an incrcased service that would enable every complainant
to have his charge fully cared for with every assistance possible by this office, and
that sound charges will thus be properly prepared for future trial and disposition
and the worthless charges winnowed out and dismissed in the Magistrates’ Courts,

I should be pleased to furnish your honorable body with any further information
desired showing the assignments of the various men in this office, the amount of
work done, the total number of cases cared for in all courts, and especially the
great number of cases cared for in the Appellate Courts and the time and labor
necessarily devoted by our Appeal Bureau to the appeal work and the general law
questions constantly arising in the office.

Accordingly, you are respectfully urged to adopt the foregoing resolution.

Truly yours, HARRY E. LEWIS, District Attorney.

Which was referred to the Committee on Salaries and Offices.

The President laid before the Board the followi icati
Couty Clort o The S eto e following communication from the

No. 1719.

County Clerk, Bronx—Request for Authority to Purchase Office Furniture With-
’ , out Public Letting,

" ngi);mty Clerk’s Office, Bronx County, County Court House, New York, June

Hon. Board of Aldermen, City of New York, New York City:

_Gentlemen—Application is hereby made for permission to award without public
letting, contract for furnishing and installing counters, desks, tables, roller shelves
case; :tm? cabinets (steel }fquipment), for use in this office. ’ '

the present time the equipment in this office is entirely inad i

and I am compelled to pile books and public records on tyop ofectlltll:tsratroiolttxi r::t;esgz’
making it very inconvenient for public use. It is important that these articles be
furnished at once. I desire to secure permission for awarding the contract so as
to eliminate the delays incident to advertising, public letting, etc. The form of
contract, plans, specifications and estimated cost of $8,600, has been approved by
the Bureau of Contract Supervision of the Board of Estimate and Apportion-
ment. There are but few firms who will estimate or bid on this work, and as I can
obtain their bids or estimates without advertising, I feel sure that T can do as
we]l%_ ?nd obtain as low a price in this manner as if the matter was advertised
publicly.

Owing to the uncertain condition of the steel market, I feel that as good results
can be obtained in this way as by public letting, and owing to the urgent need of
this eqtuxpment, I desire that permission be given to me at the earliest possible
moment. :

Trusting that your Board will approve this application, T am,

qurs very truly, JAMES V. GANLY, County Clerk.

Which was referred to the Committee on Public Letting.

The President laid before the Board the following communication from the
President of the Borough of The Bronx:

No. 1720,

President, Borough of The Bronx—Request for Special Revenue Bonds, $2,674,
to Provide Funds in Code No. 499, Contract or Open Order Service, Trans-
portation.

City of New York, President of the Borough of The Bronx, Third Avenue and
Tremont Avenue, Office of the President, June 21, 1917,

Hon. Fraxk L. Dowtinc, President, Board of Aldermen:

Dear Sir—Request is hereby respectfully made that a resolution be adopted by
the Board of Aldermen requesting the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to au-
thorize the Comptroller to issue special revenue bonds to the amount of $2,674 for
the purpose of providing funds in Code No. 499, Contract or Open Order Service,
g'ranspogtation, wherewith to hire four horses with drivers at $3.50 per day, 191

ays each,

This request is due to the fact that an auto truck which was used by the Bureau
of Sewers and Highways, Maintenance, of this office in connection with the clean-
ing of receiving basins, broke down on May 3d last and the International Motor
Company estimates it will cost approximately $1,500 to put it in running order.
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I 1ave had an investigation made as to the advisahility of repairing this truck
and also as 1o the saving, if any, that would result in the substituting of hired horses
with drivers.

A¢ a result of this investigation it was recommended that it would be a waste of
funds to repair the truck, and as to the saving that would result by the substitution of
hired horses with drivers, the following statement is submitted:

Statement showing the cost of operation of sewer auto truck for the year ending
April 30, 1917, plus depreciation charges on a basis of two years and seven months;
also the cost of vehicular service to do the work heretofore done by the auto truck.

Auto Truck—

Personal ServiCe ...ov.oviuii s $2,Ql4 00
SUPTHES i s ¢ s wrmis e s momsme w8 tmm 650 0 6353 6180 4 4 8 Wwm 8 Fwwmes wwmwin s s & aikis b 703 63
Equipment Service .......ovvveeirveiiiiiieeiireriiiiie 1461 40
DIEPPECIALION + v evuvnssomennennmenssssmsssosngsssuausnsesnssssvonssssas 2,187 12
$6,366 15
Contract or Open Order Service— .

Horse with Driver, 4 at $3.50 per day, 303 days..........cocoovininnn. 4,242 (0
1T SR P S PRTET $2.124 15

Respectfullyy, DOUGLAS MATHEWSON, President of the Borough of The
Bronx

In connection with the forcgoing communication Acting President of the Bor-
ough of The Bronx offered the following resolution and moved that the same be
made a special order for the day.

Which was adopted. ‘

Resolved, That in pursuance of the provisions of subdivision 8 of section 188
of the Greater New York Charter, the Board of Estimate and Apportionment be
and it is hereby requested to authorize the Comptroller to issue special revenue
bonds to the amount of two thousand six hundred and seventy-four dollars
($2,67+), the proceeds whereof to be used by the President of the Borough of The
Bronx for the purpose of providing funds in Code No. 499, Contract or Open _Order
Service, Transportation, wherewith to hire four horses with Drivers, at $3.50 per

day, 191 days each. ‘ _ .
The President then put the question whether the Board would agree with said

resolution. .
Which was unanimously decided in the affirmative by the following vote:
Affirmative—Aldermen Bassett, Burns, Browne, Carroll, Cassidy, Cole, Collins,

Colne, Crane, Curley, Delaney, Diemer, Dixson, Donnelly, Dunn, Drescher, Eagan,

Farley, Ferguson, Ferrand, Gaynor, Gilmore, Glennon, Gutman, Hath. Haubert,

Heyman, Hilkemeier, Kenneally, Kenney, McCann, McCourt, McGarry, McGillick,

McKee, Martin, Molen, Mullen, O'Rourke, Palitz, Roberts, Robitzek, Ryan, Schmitz,

Schweickert, Shields, Silberstein, Smith, Squiers, Sullivan, Stapleton, Stevenson,

Tolk, Trau. Walsh, Williams, Wirth; President Van Name, President Connolly by

James Butler, Assistant Commissioner of Public Works; President Mathewson, by

John . Borgctede, Commissioner of Public Works; President Pounds, by Edmund

W. Voorhies, Commissioner of Public Works; President Marks, by John H.

Boschen, Assistant Commissioner of Public Works; the Vlce-Cha{rmgn—63.

The President laid before the Board the following communication from the

Commissioner of Public Charities:

No. 1721.
Commissioner of Public Charities—Request for Special Revenue Bonds, $10,300,
to Carry on Poliomyelitis Work for Remainder of the Year. -
Department of Public Charities of The City of New York, Municipal Building,
Tenth Floor, June 20, 1917. ' -
Re Additional Revenue Bonds for Poliomyelitis Work.

To the Honorable the Board of Aldermen, City Hall, New York City: _

" Gentlemen—Request is herehy made for an issuance of special revenue bond funds
in the sum of $10,300 to carry on the poliomyelitis work for the balance of this year
Under date of September 26, 1916, your Honorable Board authorized the sum of
$25,000 in special revenue bond funds for this work. The Board of Estimate up
to thic time has authorized special revenue bond funds in the sum of $22,200. The
total authorizations to date will carry us until August 15, 1917,

Two automobile services carrying thirty children are still maintained by private |

charitable agencies. Two new clinics have been opened but have not as yet been

properly equipped. Additional children are heing proposed for transportation weekly.

Most of the funds which we hereby request are to pay for transportation costs.
Tle following schedule will show how we propose to use this money:

14 Automobile Enginemen, $960 per annum (3 months).........ooovenens ,360 00

1 Autcmobile Engineman, $4.50 per day (90 days)...........ocovviennns 405 00

9 Atteadants, $600 per annum (3 months)......ovveiiiiiiiii, 1,350 00

6 Traited Nurses, $900 per annum (3 months) .....oovvveiiiiiineiianes 1,350 00
"

1 Add tional AmBUlance .....oevvriirin i 950 00

(HEBHITE 4 womsror o o woore ca o it ¢ 3 Bl B8 B0 £ 3 2 WSS 48 30005 3 g s 4 00 $1,060 00

OFL + e s s i 65 s 0500 s 85 97008 5 5 et wmcnsgom .6 v avaiorn 8 howis o 8 8 75 00

THFES o evvevvnereein s e r e 2(5)8 %

THCABEIIEAIS  wose e s s 65 o0iin 5 & 5 Bisers & 9 rorosn ¢ wsarw g 0 wsesm wwse wini 4 4 3 1085 0

Salary of Orthopedic Surgeons ...........coooviiiiiiiiinn. 600 00

Cliniezl equipmient .o smes sowsms o1 somn s vamnns cumn s enwucnns s 200 00

Clinice] SUPPHES «evvveverrnnenreiiiniirsiieeiiniasannees 100 00 .
$10,300 00

The remarkable improvement which has been shown in these children, a great
many of whom have been restored to normal condition, has been due to the
regularity of treatment made possible by our transportation systems. Our duty to
these children requires us to continue thte work.

In view of these facts, I would therefore request that your honorable body take
prompt and favorable action in this matter. Very sincerely yours, o

HENRY C. WRIGHT, Acting Commissioner.

Which was referred to the Committee on Finance. .

Tie President laid before the Board the following communication from the
President of the Borough of Richmond:

No. 1722.

President, Borough of Richmond—Request for Authority to Enter Into Contract
for Paving and Improving Portion of Amboy Road and Bentley Street, Without
Public Letting. .

Tae City of New York, Office of the President of the Borough of Richmond,
Borough Hall, Staten Island, June 22, 1917.

The Honorable Board of Aldermen, The City of New York:

Gantlemen—Pursuant to the provisions of section 419 of the Greater New York
Charter, 1 respectfully request your approval of entering into a contract wlthout
public letting for the expense incidental to the paving of the unfinished portion of
Amboy Road and Bentley Street, in the Borough of Richmond, to an amount of
not exceeding $122,780. My reason for making the request is as follows: The Board
of Ectimate and Apportionment, at a meeting held June 30, 1916, authorized an
approoriation of $90,000 in corporate stock for the repaving of one section of
Amboy Road, with the understanding that an appropriation would be made for the
completion of a section each year, the work being divided into three parts. The
first section is nearly completed and work is well under way upen the second sec-
tion, an appropriation for which was authorized by the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment at a meeting held February 9, 1917. _

Acting upon my request, the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, at a meet-
ing held June 1, 1917, authorized an issue of corporate stock to an amount of $131430
for the paving of the third and last section of Amboy Road and Bentley Street,
which leads to the Tottenville Ferry, for the reason that the, unfinished portion was
in such poor condition that it would have been very expensive to keep it in repair
for the balance of this year, and for the further reason that the road is a direct
artery leading to Philadelphia and the south Jersey summer resorts, and should be

put in shape for the accommodation of the public this year. It is also important
for military purposes.

The plans and specifications, with form of contract, for this last section, have
been approved, and the approval of your Board will make it possible for me to
begin work at once upon the unfinished portion.

[ feel that by so doing the City will save not only time, but money, for the
reason that labor and material have gone up in price since the last bidding for the
section now under construction.

The contractor on that section has agreed to enter into a contract to finish
the work at the bid price of the last contract, for the reason that he has all his
equipment and a good organization of men on the work at the present time. I am
particularly anxious to complete this road before the fall sets in, and respectfully
request, in view of the fact that it would be a saving of time and money, your
immediate action upon the attached resolution. Yours respectfully,

CALVIN D. VAN NAME, President, Borough of Richmond.

Resolved, That, in pursuance of the provisions of section 419 of the Greater
New York Charter, the President of the Borough of Richmond be and he is hereby
authorized and empowered to enter into contract, without public letting, for the
paving and improvement of the uncompleted portion of Amboy Road and Bentley
Street, in the Borough of Richmond, at a cost not to exceed one hundred anw
twenty-two thousand seven hundred and eighty dollars ($122,780).

Which was referred to the Committee on Public Letting. .

The President laid before the Board the following communication from the
Commissioner of Parks, Borough of Queens:

No. 1723,
Commissioner of Parks, Borough of Queens—Request for Special Revenue Bonds,
$4,320, for Repairs to Bridges in Forest Park.
7The City of New York, Department of Parks, Borough of Queens, June 20th,
1917
The Board of Aldermen, City Hall, New York City:

Sirs—Application is hereby made for an appropriation of $4,320 for the repair
of bridges in Forest Park. _

These bridges have recently been examined by inspectors detailed by the Hon.
F. ]J. H. Kracke, Commissioner of Plant and Structures, at the request of this Depart-
ment, and are found to be in need of immediate attention.

In order that your Board may have all the facts before it, in reference to the
request for this appropriation, I am submitting herewith a report submitted to me by
Commissioner Kracke.

[ would respectfully urge your immediate and prompt attention to this matter,
in order that the work may be started without delay and finished before bad weather
sets in. [ have the honor to remain,

Respectfully, JOHN E. WEIER, Commissioner.

Department of Plant and Structures, City of New York, Municipal Building,
Manhattan, N. Y., June 15, 1917,

Hon. Joun E. WEer, Commissioncr of Parks, Borough of Queens:

_ Dear Sir—As requested in your communication of May 22, 1917, I have had three
bridges under your jurisdiction on the drive in Forest Park examined with reference
to repairs needed to these bridges.

_The following shows approximately what repairs are needed and also gives an
estimate of cost for making same.

Bridge No. 1, which carries the drive over the Rockaway Division of the Long
Island Railroad. This is a steel viaduct 214 feet long, wtih a roadway 20 feet wide
and two sidewalks each 6 feet 3 inches wide. Carpenters are now at work replanking
the roadway and sidewalks and repairing the lower deck flooring. In general, the
stringers and lower deck flooring on the roadway are still serviceable, Some of the
stringers are in poor condition, but can be reinforced without much trouble by placing
additional stringers alongside those which are defective. Several of the Z-inch by
2-inch by 3-16-inch angle lateral braces, which hold the sidewalk brackets normal to
the girders, are badly rusted but are not worth repairing and can be cut out. The
sidewalk stringers serve for bracing. The railing needs some small repairs; the bent
or broken scro'ls could be cut out and loose pickets reriveted. All masonry work is
in good condition.

Bridge No. 2, which carries the drive over Myrtle Avenue. This is a steel viaduct
110 feet long with a roadway 20 feet wide and two sidewalks each 6 feet 3 inches
wide. Repairs are needed to the roadway and sidewalk floors similar to the repairs
now being made to the flooring at Bridge No. 1. There are defects in the sidewalk
bracket bracing and railings similar to those given above for Bridge No. 1. The
masonry is in good condition. .

Bridge No. 3, which carries the drive over the Main Line Division of the Long
Island Railroad. This is a steel viaduct 125 feet long with a roadway 20 feet wide
and two sidewalks each 8 feet wide. The railing is in bad condition, the scrolls being
badly bent and the channel under the pipe cap rusted out. The upper portions of the
nevtvel post should be removed and covers made for four newel posts to keep out
water.

The steel structure of each bridge is almost entirely without protection against
rust. and the need of painting is apparent and urgent.
~ With the exception of minor defects above mentioned the steel work on the bridges
is in good condition and the deterioration from rust thus far is not serious, )

. It is estimated that for the structural repairs on the bridges, including the rail-
ings, there will be required

Tronworkers, 80 days, at $5.50 per day..........coooveiiviiniinnnnnn., $440 00
Materials, t00l8, €tC. . .uurveuuiteeitt e e 60 00
Replanking, roadway on Bridge No. 2, 7,000 ft. B. M., yellow pine plank,

At S L 385 G0
Repairs to sidewalk and lower deck of roadway, Bridge No. 2, 3,000 ft.

B. M.. vellow pine plank at $55. .. .ot 165 00
For Bridge No. 2, 1,000 ft,, B. M., yellow pine stringers................. 5500
Nails, spikes, 10018, €1C....ovvverivriiiinit et 25 00
Lahor for repairs to roadway and sidewalks, Bridge No. 2.............. 400 00

$1,530 00

The ahove estimate does not include repairs to wood stringers or flooring on
Bridge No. !, which repairs are now in progress.

The following painting is desirable:

Bridges 1and 2 should receive one coat of red lead paint and one coat of structural
color after chipping and cleaning.

Bridge No. 3 should be cleaned and touched up with red lead paint in spots
only and given one coat of structural color.

The estimated cost of the painting is as follows:
Painting materials, consisting of 275 bbls. red lead paint and 3 bbls, struc-

T ) B ) (o) S $700 00
Painting equipment, such as brushes, scrapers, chipping hammers, etc.... 170 00
THANSPOTERTION. o o vhivimss o5 o wipeass 5 5 5ivis & 5.5 70916 § o BHOGEIR S & 5 SR 5 & I 3 3 Sisirw & 0 60 00
Labor, Painters, 330 days at $5 per day........covvvviiiiieiiiiiiiiiinnn, 1,650 00
Labor, Watchmen, 84 days at $2.50 per day...........oovivivniiainnnn, 210 00

Cost 'of "PAINHNG o s vmmes s siss s rvws sngawmms v anwvns o smwe s $2,790 00

Cost Of TePAILS vvvvvvrevenrensrionsennininisenianinnnnaes 1,530 00

Cost of repairs and painting........coovviiiiiiiniiiiiinnis $4.320 09
Yours truly, F. J. H. KRACKE.

Which was referred to the Committee on Finance. o

The President laid before the Board the following communications from the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment:

No. 1724.
Board of Estimate and Apportionment—Notice of Date of Adjournment for
. Summer Recess, Etc. .

City of New York, Board of Estimate and Apportionment, Office of the Secre-
tary, Municipal Building, June 21, 1917.

Hon. P. J. Scutvy, City Clerk and Clerk to the Board of Aldermen: _

Dear Sir—I beg to notify you that at the meeting of the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment held June 15, 1917, the following resolutions were adopted and are
transmitted for your information and guidance: _ '

“Resolved, That when the Board of Estimate and Apportioment adjourns on

June 29, 1917, it adjourn to meet on Friday, September 21, 1917, at 10.30 o'clock

A M
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“Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment hereby authorizes
the Committee on Salaries and Grades to take final action during the summer
recess upon all requests for modification of salary and wage schedules when such
requests do not involve a transfer of funds from one account to another; such
modifications, when acted upon by the Committee on Salaries and Grades, to have
the same force and effect as if approved by the Board of Estimate and Apportion-
ment; and be it further

“Resolved, That the Committee on Salaries and Grades be and is hereby
directed to have published in the City Recorn all such modifications of salary
and wage schedules approved upon authority given herein, and report such «ction
to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment for its information and approval.

“Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment hereby authorizes
the Comptroller to take final action during the summer recess on all requests for
approval of forms of contracts, plans, specifications, estimates of cost, preliminary
and final agreements with architects for work to he done in the various depart-
ments, etc., and upon all requests for permission to expend corporate stock furids,
upon open market order, and upon all requests for the release of budget appro-
priations which require release hy the Board before they can be expended; such
action by the Comptroller to have the same force and effect as if such action
were taken by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment: and be it further

“Resolved, That the Comptroller be and is hereby directed to have published
in the Ciry Recorp all approvals or disapprovals upon authority given herein, and
refort such action to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment; for its informa-
tion and approval. Respectfully, JOSEFH HAAG, Secretary.
Which was ordered on file,

No. 1725.
Resolution Establishing the Grade of Position of Topographical Draftsman in
the Office of the President of the Borough of The Bronx.

City of New York, Board of Estimate and Apportionment, Office of the Secretary,
Municipal Building, June 25, 1917
To the Honorable the Board of Aldermen:

Gentlemen—I transmit herewith certified copy of resolution adopted by the Board
of Estimate and Apportionment on June 22, 1917, recommerrding the establishment of
grade of position of Topographical Draftsman in the office of the President of the
Borough of The Bronx, at $2.280 per annum, for one incumbent.

I lso transmit copy of report of the Committee on Salaries and Grades relative
thereto. Respectfully, JOSEPH HAAG, Secretary.

Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment; pursuant to the pro-
visions of section 36 of the Greater New York Charter, hereby recommends to the
Board of Aldermen the establishment in the office of the President of the Borough
of fThc Bronx, in addition to those heretofore established, of the grade of position
as follows:

Rate of Number of
Title. Compensation. Incumbents.
Topogtaphical Draftsman .....ooooviiiiiiiieeiniennnn. $2,280 00 One

A “rue copy of resolution adopted by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment on

June 22 1917. JOSEPH HAAG, Secretary.
June 19, 1917.

To the Board of Estimate and Apportionment:

Geatlemen—On June 16, 1917, the PRESIDENT OF THE BOROUGH OF THE
BRONKX requested the establishment wnder section 56 of the Greater New York
Charter of the position of Topographical Draftsman at $2,280 per annum. In the
1917 Budget, Mr. Emil Vallance, a Topographical Draftsman at $1950, was increased
to $2.260, and the requested title of Assistant Engineer was put in the Budget as his
work was thus appraised; _ ,

“At the present time, by reason of Civil Service complications, it is 1mpos_51b1e
for Mr. Vallance to obtain the latter title, hence it is desired that he be giveh
the increase provided for him, under his present title after the same is established
according to the provisions of the Charter. If it is desired that this employee
shall get the increase provided for him, this establishment is necessary.”

In view of the above report the Committee recommends the adoption of the at-
tached resolution approving the request. Respectfully,

ALBERT E. HADLOCK, Deputy Comptroller; JOHN PURROY MITCHEL,
Mayor LEWIS H. POUNDS, President, Borough of Brooklyn, Committee on
Salarie; and Grades.

Which was referred to the Comnf\iTttee 7c2>g Salaries and Offices.

o. 1726.

Secretary, Committee on Education, Board of Estimate and Apportionment—
Communication Relative to Resolution of Board of Aldermen Urging Erection
of High School at Pennsylvania Avenue, Between Blake and Dumont Avenues.

City of New York. Committee on Education, Board of Estimate and Appor-
tionment, Room 529, Municipal Building, June 22, 1917.

Mr. P. J. Scuwwy, Clerk, Board of Aldermen, Municipal Building:

Dear Sir—Relative to the resolution of the Board of Aldermen adopted on
Januarv 30, 1917, urging favorable action on the appropriation of funds for the
erection of a high school building on property owned by the City at Pennsylvania
Avenue, between Blake and Dumont Avenues, I am transmitting herewith a marked
copy of the Joint Report of the Committee on Education and Committee on Cor-
porate Stock Budget adopted by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment on May
18, 1917, Reference to this matter is made in the report on pages 3 and 54. The
Board of Education has not as yet made request for funds to erect a high school
building in Brownsville. Very truly yours,

MATHILDE C. FORD, Secretary, Committee on Education.

Which was ordered on file.

Thz President laid hefore the Board the following communication from the
Armory Board:

No. 1727
Armory Board—Request for Special Revenue Bonds, $4,100, to Change Lighting
Systems in Two Brooklyn Armories.

Ofiice of the Secretary, The Armcry Board, Basement Room 6, Hail of Records,
New York, June 21, 1917
To the Honorable the Board of Aldermen:

Gentlemen—I beg to transmit herewith copies of resolutions of the Armory
Board, together with the recommendation of the Bureau of Contract Supervision, for

the following:
14th Ir fantry Armory, changing lighting system........................ $2,500 00
1,600 00

47th Ir fantry Armory, changing lighting system........................

Yours very truly, C. D. RHINEHART, Secretary.

Resolved, That the Armory Board hereby requests the Board of Aldermen to
request the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to authorize the issue of special
revenu2 honds, purusant to the provisions of subdivision 8 of section 188 of the
Greate: New York Charter, in the sum of Twenty-five hundred dollars ($2,500),
for changing the lighting system in the drill hall of the Fourteenth Infantry Armory,
8th Avenue and 15th Street, Borough of Brooklyn, N, Y.

A true copy of resolution adopted by the Armory Board, June 21, 1917.

C. D. RHINEHART, Secretary, The Armory Board.

Resolved. That the Armory Board hereby requests the Board of Aldermen to
request the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to authorize the issue of special
revenuz bonds, pursuant to the provisions of subdivision 8 of section 188 of the
Greate* New York Charter, in the sum of $1.600 for changing the lighting system
in the large drill hall of the 47th Infantry Armory, Marcy Avenue and Heyward
Street, Borough of Brooklyn.

A true copy of resolution adopted bv the Armory Board June 21, 1917.

C. D. RHINEHART, Secretary, The Armory Board.

City of New York, Board of Estimate and Apportionment, Municipal Building,
Burear of Contract Supervision, March 26, 1917.

To the Armory Board:

Gentlemen—On February 21, 1917, you referred to the Bureau of Contract Super-
vision for consideration and recommendation the question of changing the lighting
systems in the large drill hall, 47th Infantry Armory and in the drill hall, 14th In-
fantry Armory. )

At the 14th Infantry Armory it is proposed to substitute a single unit lighting
system in place of the combination gas and electric coronas now there, and make
necess: ry repairs and replacements in the company rooms, and the rifle range.

It is estimated by the Department of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity that

under the plan for the new lighting system as prepared by them, there will be about
fifty per cent. increased illumination with about thirty-three and one-third per cent.
reduction in cost. During 1916 the cost for lighting, which is by electricity only,
was $844.20. It is estimated under the proposed system the cost will be about
$561.60, or a saving of about $282. The activities at all armories have been very
much increased over 1916, so the actual saving would probably be much greater.

At the 47th Regiment Armory the work proposed in the large drill hall is
similar to the work proposed in the drill hall at the 14th Regiment Armory, and the
fixtures are of the same type. Both gas and electricity are used for lighting at this
armory.

The cost of illumination during 1916 was $1164.60. It is estimated by the De-
partment of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity that under the new system the cost
would be $361.06 per year if the activities are not greater than 1916 with fifty per
cent. increased illumination. This would show a saving of about $603 per year over
the old system, exclusive of the yearly cost of repairs, of about $200 to $300, to
glassware of the old fixtures. ,

That this saving can actually be made is borne out by the experience at the
13th Regiment Armory. The lighting for the months of January and February, 1915,
which was all by gas, cost $1,364.33, and for the same two months of 1917, all by
electricity cost $283, or a saving of $1,079.33 for the two months noted as compared
with 1915, with increased activities and better illumination,

The 47th and 14th Regiment Armories contain the only drill halls in the Borough
of Brooklyn which are not equipped with the single unit lighting system.

The cost of this work is estimated as follows:

Tith TOPantry AIMIODY . oo aoies s imosie s oo bbes 50 weime i 5o is hao iy s i $2,500 00
A7th Infantry: AFMOTY oz ommmsssomess oomas s smne o 5 ¢ s 1500808 08 3mis & 2§ 5is 1,600 00
TIOBE] oo s = ot o 55 500a 4 050 & 5 5 EOEPE & 5 USSP & & @ HESAS &4 BESTRIE § 3 GRS § Bian $4,100 00

The above statement shows a material saving, and undoubtedly this saving
would be sufficient in two or three years to cover the cost of the proposed in-
stallation, and at the same time provide much better lighting facilities. Respectfully,

(Signed)  PETER J. McGOWN, Acting Director.

Which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS,
No. 1732,
Resolution Appointing Various Persons Commissioners of Deeds.
By the President—
Resolved, That the following named persons be and they are hereby appointed
Commissioners of Deeds:
By the President—
James Dugan, 341 W. 23rd St., Manhattan.
Endorsed by James O’Hara and F. J. Scannell.
By Alderman Carroll— :
Leo E. Harris, 62 E. 93rd St., Manhattan.
Endorsed by M. Taubert and M. Stern,
By Alderman Cox—
Louis S. Wund, 345 Sheffield St., Rockaway Beach, Queens.
Endorsed by W. E. Dey and J. L. Ernst.
By Alderman Crane—
Frank J. Dunn, 573 West 159th St., Manhattan.

Endorsed by A. B. Goodwin and C. F, Reilly.
James E. Carraher, 550 W. 168th St., Manhattan.

Endorsed by H. H. Hedenkamp and B. P. Benjamin,
Alderman Cunningham—

Anna Gildersleeve, 387 Clinton St., Brooklyn.

Iindorsed by C. F. Corner and H. J. Davenport.
Alderman Curley—

William R. Altman, 915 Fox St., Bronx.

Endorsed by D. Kassel and Jacob Kaplan.
Alderman Drescher— v
Joseph C. Mooer, 89 Herzl St., Brooklyn.

Endorsed by J. Hahn and M. Poole.

Joseph J. Levine, 1486 Pitkin Ave., Brooklyn.

Endorsed by S. A. Potter and L. C. Harburger.
Alderman Dunn—

Gustav Olsen, 470 49th St., Brooklyn.

Endorsed by T. Downs and E. C. Viemeister.
Paul R. E. Steier, 1236 43rd St., Brooklyn.

Endorsed by H. Hofmann and I. J. Joseph.
Thomas F. Walsh, 231 79th St., Brooklyn.

Endorsed by A. B. Warwick and M. D. Burk.
Alderman Eagan—

Harry F. Doyle, 728 3rd Ave., Manhattan.

Endorsed by T. D. Hyatt and W. F. Quirk.
: Alderman Farley—

Lawrence D. Curtin, 367 E. 62d St., Manhattan.

Endorsed by J. Duffy and E. L. Fitzgerald.

Melville Karmiohl, 340 E. 72d St., Manhattan.

Endorsed by J. Whelan and P. J. Quigley.

Michael F. O'Brien, 1053 3d Ave., Manhattan,

Endorsed by J. V. Coggey and W. ]. Duffy.
Alderman Ferguson—

Milton Sydney Mandell, 733 Prospect Ave., Bronx.

Endorsed by J. Hellerstein and H. J. Misten.
Alderman Goelz—

Charles J. Rieg, 1691 Gates Ave., Queens.

Endorsed by B. Cohen and W, D. Sullivan,
John Henry Delling, 35 Vanderveer Ave., Queens.

Endorsed by A. Ranc and F. C. Meisoll.

» Alderman Gutman—

Max Emanuel Kaplan, 1662 Park Ave., Manhattan.
Endorsed hy S. Friedland and D. Maller.
Gustave Posner, 1391 Madison Ave., Manhattan.

Endorsed by J. Rosthal and S. C. Duberstein,
Max E. Kaplan, 1662 Park Ave., Manhattan.
Endorsed by M. Streusand and J. H. Cross.
By Alderman Hatch—
John J. Lawrence, 348 E. 140th St., Bronx,

Endorsed by L. E. Heydt and C. H, Fay.
Alderman Haubert—

Cornelius S. Murphy, 401 Cornelia St., Brooklyn.

Endorsed by T. G. Ryan and H. A. Martin.
Alderman Hogan—

Jchn T. Kenny, 118 Johnson St., Brooklyn.

Endorsed by J. Lehner and C. A, LaFetra.
Alderman Moran—

Charles F. Frey, 1907 Holland Ave., Bronx.

Endorsed hy E. Kole and H. L. Lewine.
Alderman Mullen—

Charles Horowitz, 201 West 148th St.. Manhattan.

Endorsed by F. P. Masterson and E. P, Holohan.
Geroge J. Mullen, 295 West 150th St., Manhattan.

Endorsed by J. W. Bryant and E. H. Sapolis.
Alderman Palitz—

Henry C. B. Stein, 1750 Topping Ave., Bronx.

Endorsed by M. Putnam and E. L. Weintraub, Jr.
Roger S. Brassel, 943 Sherman Ave., Bronx.

Endorsed by G. F. Hanrahan and L. G. Hecht.
Otto D. Parker, 13 South 27th St., Flushing, Queens.

Endorsed by F. H. Rees and H. P. Whiteman.
By Alderman Robitzek—

Anna Belle Robbins, 429 Claremont P’kway, Bronx.

Endorsed by L. F. Perl and J. M. Weynberg.

Leo Schloss, 1115 East 165th St., Bronx.

Endorsed by C. Burden and S. Kuehen.

Estelle Moses, 854 E. 175th St., Bronx.

Endorsed by E. Tracy and T. A. Garvey.

By

By

By

By

By

By

By

By

By

By

By

By



THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 1917, THE CITY

RECORD. 4785

By /lderman Ryan—
Thomas A. Kennedy, 1230 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn.
Endorsed by J. Smythe and E. F. Gross.
Harry Porter Whiteman, 1619 East 15th St., Brooklyn.
Endorsed by C. E. McGinty and C. B. Graham.
By Alderman Schmitz—
Charles Bischoff, 23 17th St., College Point, Queens.
Endorsed by J. F. Sullivan and G. H. Ott.
By /Zlderman Schweickert—
Edward R. Koch, 3642 Olinville ave., Bronx.
Endorsed by M. W, Kualiy and D. A. Trotta.
By Alderman Smith—
Joseph M. Hanley, 30 McDonough St., Brooklyn.
Endorsed by P. A. Myles and J. G. Fruin,
By Alderman Squiers—
Robert Spitzer, 238 Linden Ave., Brooklyn.
Endorsed by J. H. Cross and G. H. Ott.
Irances M. Schnuer, 162 Linden Ave., Brooklyn.
Endorsed by A. Sherman and S. Kraus.
Iirnest William Tyler, 682 Ocean Ave., Brooklyn.
Iindorsed by H. P. David and M. Didore.
(Geo, W. Randall, 972 Sterling P1, Brooklyn.
Indorsed by E. O. Burden and E. V. Rothfeld.
Oscar Stevenson, 298 St. Johns Pl, Brooklyn.
Endorsed by S. A. Thatcher and C. A. Cornwell.
By Alderman Trau—
i"has. Roshkind, 121 East 115th St., Manhattan.
Endorsed by P. Norinsky and L. Russell.
By Alderman Walsh— _
fohn J. Carlin, 27 Crescent Ave, W. B, S. I, Richmond.
Endorsed by B. S. Eadie and F. H. Innes. ' _
‘atilda E. Nestel, 172 St. Paul's Ave, Tompkinsville, Richmond.
Endorsed by B. S. Eadie and F. H. Innes.
By Alderman Williams—
Michael J. O'Haren, 201 W. 108th St., Manhattan.
Endorsed by T. A. Williams and W. G. Pilgrim.
By Alderman Wirth—
Allen Edwin Bresee, 673 Halsey St., Brooklyn.
Endorsed by W. H. Goll and J. ]J. Meikle.
Anna Margaret Williams, 1144 Nostrand Ave,, Brooklyn,
Endorsed by G. Campbell and H. E. Schanzenbach. . _
The President put the question whether the Board would agree with said reso-
lution. .
Which was unanimously decided in the affirmative by the following vote: =
Affirmative—Aldermen Bassett, Burns, Browne, Carroll, Cassidy, Cole, Collins,
Colre, Cox, Crane, Curley, Delaney, Diemer, Dixson, Donnelly, Drescher, Iagan,
Farl:y, Ferguson, Gaynor, Gilmore, Glennon, Gutman, Hatch, Haubert, Heyman, },M'
kem-ier, Hogan, Kenneally, Kenney, McCann, McCourt, McGarry, McGillick, McKee,
Martin, Molen, Mullen, O'Rourke, Palitz, Quinn, Roberts, Robitzek, Ryan, Schmitz,
Schweickert, Shields, Silberstein, Smith, Squiers, Sullivan, Stapleton, Stevenson, Tolk,
Trau, Walsh, Williams, Wirth; President Van Name; President Connolly, by James
Butler, Assistant Commissioner of Public Works; President Mathewson, by :Ioh,n G.
Borgstede, Commissioner of Public Works; President Pounds, by Edmund W. Voor-
hies, Commissioner of Public Works; President Marks, by John H. Boschen, Assistant
Commissioner of Public Works; the Vice-Chairman—64.
No. 1733. )
Resolution Requesting Establishment of Branch Office of Department of Licenses
in the Borough of Queens.

By Alderman Cox—
: Whereas, Section 640 of chapter XII-A of the Greater New York Charter, as

amended, provides that the main office of the Department of Licenses of The City
of New York shall be located in the Borough of Manhattan, and that branch offices
may he located in the other boroughs of the City, and _ _
Whereas, there are located branch offices of the Department of Licenses i
Brosklyn and Richmond, but no branch office is located in the Borough of Queens, and
Whercas, the Borough of Queens has a population of ‘nearly four hundred
thot sand. and its nearest point to the main office of said Department 1s many miles,
and the necessity for a branch of the Department of Licenses in the Borough of
Queens is becoming daily more apparent, and the members of the Board of Alder-
men of The City of New York, seeing the necessity for the same; it 1s, therefore,
Resolved, That it is the sense of the Board of Aldermen that the Commissioner
of Licenses of The City of New York establish and maintain a branch of the De-
partment of Licenses in the Borough of Queens.
Which was referred to the Committee on Departments.
No. 1734. _

Resolution Providing for Appointment of Committee to _lnvestlgate Department

of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity.

Bv Aldermen Cox gnd Haubert— '

" Resolved, that a special committee of seven members of the Board be appointed
for the purpose of investigating the Department of Water Supply, Gas and Elec-
tricty of the City of New York, with particular reference to the Boroughs of
Brooklyn and Queens, relating to the change of the 11gh§1ng system therein a_nd
the expense thereof, the difference in the cost of gas lighting and electric lighting
in said boroughs, authority for the erection of poles in connection with the change
of ‘he lighting system, the price paid by the city for electricity for lighting pur-
poses, the terms of the contracts made between the city and_electric light com-
panies and any and all other matters incidental to street lighting ; that said com-
mitiee proceed with the hearing with all convenient speed and file its report and
recommendations, if any, embracing therein suggestions as to the repealing, modi-
ficasion or amendment of present ordinances, rules and regulations relating to the
sub ect matters of said proposed investigation.

"Which was reierred to the Committee on Rules.
On motion of Alderman Gutman, the privileges of the floor were extended to

Assemblyman Meyer Levy.

No. 1735. .
Resolution Authorizing Contribution of $250,000 by The City of New York to
. the Red Cross Society.

' ley— .

B} ?/ifdhegrne];l; %12 gation is engaged in war, it is the solemn dut'y of our citizens to

give their unqualified support to the Government in pursuing a policy that will produce

a successiul ending to same; and _ . _ o

Whercas, It is necessary to organize units to minister to the sick and injured
heroes who may be stricken in the faithful discharge of their duty; and

Whereas, There is a humane and patriotic organization entitled “The Red Cross
Society” in existence that has for its primary object this same purpose; and

Whereas. The “Red Cross Society” is soliciting funds to help defray the enormous
exp:nse it will have to incur; therefore, be it .

Resolved, That the City of New York appropriate Two Hundred and Fifty T_hon':
sand Dollars (250,000) as a contribution from its citizens to the “Red Cross Society”
to zid it in the humanitarian work it is engaged in; and be it further

Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment be requested to issue
Corporate Stock amounting to Two Hundred and Fifty Thpusa‘nd Dollars ($250,000),
the procceds of which to be handed to the “Red Cross Society.”

Which was referred to the Committee on Finance,

No. 1736 (Ord. No. 304).

An Ordinance to Amend Subdivision 2 of Section 13 of Article 2 of Chapter 24
¢f the Code of Ordinances of the City of New York, Relating to “Rules of
the Road,” Particularly to “Restricted Streets.”

By :he same (by request)— _ _ .

AN ORDINANCE to amend suhdivision 2 of section of section 13 of article 2 of
chapter 24 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of New York, relating to “Rules

| Preamble and Resolution

o the Road,” particularly to “Restricted streets.”
Be It Ordained by the Board of Aldermen of The City of New York, as follows: |
Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 13 of article 2 of chapter 24 of the Code of
Ordinances of The City of New York, relating to “Rules of the Road,” and particularly
to “Restricted streets,” as amended, is hereby further amended by striking out the

word “St. Anns” in the sentence, “St. Anns Avenue, between 133rd and 141st Streets,
or on 139th Street between Brook and St. Anns Avenues,” and inserting i lieu thereof
the word “Cypress.”

Sec. 2. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.

Npt_e—-New matter in ifalic.

Which was referred to the Committee on Public Thoroughfares.

No. 1737.

Requesting Board of Education to Include in Budget

for 1918 Provision for Establishment and Maintenance of Camps for Anaemic

Children,
By Alderman Palitz—

Whereas, there are 2,125 pupils at present in classes for anaemic children in our
public schools; and

Whereas, the Bureau of Child Hygiene has stated that accommodations for
3.000 more anemic children should be included in the Budget for 1918; and
. Whereas, according to the same authority there are many more anaemic children
in our public schools whose educational progress and physical welfare are seriously
handlcgpped by this pathological condition, thus entailing increase of present expendi-
tures for educational purposes, decrease of educational efficiency, and holding forth
the certain result of future economic loss to the city and the State; and

Whereas, there are many thousand acres of land belonging to the State Reserve
which would afford most excellent camping sites where these anemic children could
be placed for open air instruction and physical upbuilding during the summer months
under proper supervision.

Resolved, that the Board of Aldermen requests the Board of Education to in-
clude in the School Budget for 1918 an amount sufficient to equip adequately camps
to be erected on sites to be determined hereafter for the housing, maintenance, and
instruction of anemic children of our public schools during the summer months
and to afford suitable recreational facilities for the same. ’

Which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

. NO. 1738.
Resolution Expressing Profound Sorrow at the Passing Away of Hon. Frederick
W. Wurster, Former Mayor of the City of Brooklyn,
By Alderman Smith—
L

' \\:llereas, this Board has learned with great regret of the death of Frederick
W. Wurster, the last Mayor of the City of Brooklyn, before consolidation into the
Greater New York. i

Resolved, that there be spread upon the record the profound sorrow of the Board
of Aldermen of the City of New York at the passing away of one of its distin-
guished men, and sincere sympathy extended to those bereaved. :

Resolved further, that a copy hereof, suitably engrossed and duly authenticated
by the City Clerk, be transmitted to the family of the late Frederick W. Waurster.

I —
Which was unanimously adopted by a rising vote.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.
Report of the Committee on Buildings—
No. 1518 (G. Q. 348).
Report of the Committee on Buildings in Favor of Adopting an Ordinance
_to Amend the Code of Ordinances Relating to Elevators.

The Committee on Buildings to which was referred on April 17, 1917 (Minutes,
page 142), the annexed ordinance to amend section 362 of article 27 of chapter 5
of the Code of Ordinances, relating to elevators, respectfully

_ REPORTS:

. That this matter was considered at hearings held by the Committee and no oppo-
sition appearing it believes the ordinance desirable and recommends its adoption.
AN ORDINANCE to amend section 562 of article 27 of chapter 5 of the Code of

_ Ordinances, relating to “elevators.”
Be it Ordained by the Board of Aldermen of The City of New York as follows:
_ Section 1. Section 562 of article 27 of chapter 5 of the Code of Ordinances, re-
lating to “elevators” is hereby amended to read as follows:
§562.  Permits.

No passenger or freight elevator, except a hand power elevator having a rise of
less than 35 feet, shall hereafter be installed or altered in any building, nor shall any
amusement device be hereafter constructed or altered, until the owner or lessee, or
the agent, architect or contractor, or any of them, shall have submitted to the super-
intendent of buildings, in such form as the superintendent may prescribe, an appli-
cation accompanied by plans and drawings showing the proposed construction and
mode of operation, and such application has been approved by the superintendent
and a permit has been issued by him. Repairs to elevators and amusement devices
may be made without filing such application, except when such repairs include a
charge in the type of elevator or of its motive power, or when any change in safety
devices or operating mechanism is made.

Sec. 2. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.

Note—New matter in stalics.

PETER SCHWEICKERT, WM. P. McGARRY, FRANK SCHMITZ, EMAN-
UEL I. SILBERSTEIN, JOHN McKEE, JOHN J. MOLEN, S. CLINTON CRANE,
CHARLES W. DUNN, Committee on Buildings.

Which was laid over.

No. 1708 (G. O. 349).

Report of the Committee on Buildings in Favor of Adopting an Ordinance to
Amend the Code of Ordinances Relating to Garages, Motor Vehicle Repair
Shops and Oil Selling Stations.

The Committee on Buildings, to which was referred on June 19, 1917 (Minutes,
page 577), the annexed ordinance to amend sections 2, 72, 73 and 470 of chapter 5, and
repealing section 152 of chapter 10 of the Code of Ordinances, in relation to garages,
motor vehicle repair shops and oil selling stations, respectfully

REPORTS:

That this matter has been before the Committee in various forms since February
6, 1917.  The several ordinances have been considered at public hearings at which were
the Building Superintendents of the different horoughs, the Deputy Fire Commissioner,
the Chairman of the Board of Sstandards and Appeals and representatives of various
interested concerns. Quite a number of objections were raised on different provisions
of the various ordinances, and it was decided to submit the matter to a special com-
mittee composed of the several Superintendents of Buildings, the Fire Commissioner,
the Chairman of the Board of Standards and Appeals and the Vice-Chairman of the
Board of Aldermen. The proposed ordinance is the fruit of such conference. It is
generally conceded that some relief should be granted to owners of property which
has become vacant and untenantable by changes of conditions, and it is believed that
the proposed ordinance offers the best solution of a difficult problem, and hence the
Committee recommends its adoption,

AN ORDINANCE to amend- Sections 2, 72, 73 and 470 of Chapter 5 and repealing
Section 152 of Chapter 10 of the Code of Ordinances, in relation to garages, motor
vehicle repair shops and oil selling stations.

Be It Ordained by the Board of Aldermen of The City of New York as follows:

Section 1. Section 2 of article 1 of chapter 5 of the Code of Ordinances is
hereby amended by repealing the last paragraph thereof reading:

[;. A garage is a building, shed or enclosure, or any portion thereof, in which
a motor vehicle, containing volatile inflammable oil in its fuel storage tank, is stored,
housed or kept,] and adding thereto a paragraph reading:

i. The terms “garage”, “storage garage”, “non-storage garage”, “motor vehicle
repair shop” and “oil selling station” shall have the meanings indicated tn chapter 10
of this code.

Sec. 2. Paragraph g, of sub-division 1, of section 72, of article 4, of chapter §
of the Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to read as follows:

g. Every business building exceeding fifty feet in height, used as a garage,
motor vehicle repair shop or oil selling station within the fire limits [ every garage
within] or the suburban limits [exceeding 600 square feet in area or 15 feet i

Note—New matter in italics; old matter, in brackets [], to be omitted.
height, or not located as provided in section 91 of this chapter; and every garage,
outside these restricted areas, over 40 feet in height; except that garages not ex-
ceeding one story in height may have non-fireproof roofs, and garages not exceeding
two stories in height may likewise have non-fireproof roofs, provided the same are
covered on the inside with approved fire retarding material in all cases where motor
vehicles, with volatile inflammable oil in their fuel tanks, are stored or kept on the

upper floor].
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Sec. 3. Section 73 of article 4 of chapter 5 of the Code of Ordinances is hereby
amendec by adding thereto a new sub-division as follows:

3. Opecial fire protection. In all non-fireproof buildings hereafter erected or
hereafter aliered or converted to be used as garages, motor vehicle repair shops or
oil selling stations the columns and girders, unless of fireproof construction, and
all wooa floor and roof construction shall be covered and protected on all sides with
such fire retarding materials and in such manner as may be prescribed by the rules of
the Board of Standards and Appeals, except that when such buildings are not more
than one story high, without basement or cellar, such protection shall not be required
for the roof construction.

Existing non-fireproof buildings heretofore occupied as garages, motor vehicle
repair shops or oil selling stations shall not be required to comply with the provisions

of this sub-division, except as may be specifically provided in rules hereafter adopted |

by the Foard of Standards and Appeals.

Sec. 4. Section 470 of article 22 of chapter 5 of the Code of Ordinances is
hereby zmended to read as follows:

Section 470. Height. Except as may be otherwise specifically provided in this
chapter, or in the rules authorized thereunder, no frame building or structure here-
after erected or enlarged shall exceed 40 feet in height, except that buildings used
in whole or in part as garages, motor vehicle repair shops or oil selling stations shall
not exceed 25 feet m height. ‘

Sec. 5. Section 152 of article 11 of chapter 10 of the Code of Ordinances is
hereby repealed. A

Sec. 6. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.

WM. P. KENNEALLY, E. I, SILBERSTEIN, WM. P. McGARRY, FRANK ]J.
SCHMITZ, JOHN McKEE, JAMES J. NOLAN, S. CLINTON CRANE, PETER
SCHWEICKERT, CHARLES W. DUNN, Committee on Buildings.

Which was laid over,

. No. 1260.
Report of the Committee on Buildings in Favor of Filing an Ordinance to Amend
the Code of Ordinances Relating to the Classification of Buildings.

The Committee on Buildings, to which was referred on February 6, 1917 (Min-
utes, page 453), the annexed ordinance to amend article 4 of chapter 5 of the Code
of Ordinances, relating to classification of buildings, respectfully

REPORTS:

Tha: this ordinance has been superseded by Int. No. 1708, which the Committee
has reported favorably.

It, therefore, recommends said ordinance be placed on file.

AN ORDINANCE to amend article 4 of chapter 5 of the Code of Ordinances, rclat-
ing to classification of buildings.

Be it Ordained by the Board of Aldermen of The City of New York as follows:

Section 1. Article 4 of chapter 5 of the Code of Ordinances, relating to classifica-
tion of huildings, is hereby amended by adding thereto, after section 73, a new section
to be ntmbered 74, to read as follows:

§74 Existing buildings. 1. The provisions of paragraphs a and g of subdivi-
sion 1 of section 72, of article 4 of this chapter, relating to fircproof construction of
hospital:, garages and other buildings thercin specified, hereafter erected, shall not
apply to existing non-fircproof buildings not cxceeding 3 storics or 40 feet in height
and not exceeding 7,500 square feet in area, erected prior to January 1st, 1917.

The superintendent of buildings shall approve the occupancy of such exisiing
buildings. or parts thercof, for the purposes specified tn paragraphs a and g of sub-
division 1 of section 72 and shall issue the certificates of occupancy provided for in
section 5 of article 1 of this chapter, provided that the construction of sad rxisting
Luildings, or such parts thereof occupicd for the purposes specified, comphies with the
following requirements:

2. All ceilings and both sides of all partitions and walls erected of combustible
material shall be covered with plaster boards Va-inch in thickness and No. 20 gauge
sheet miotal, or wire lath or expanded metal and not less than Yi-inch in thickness of
cement Olaster, or a double thickness of asbestos boards not less than Y-inch in thick-
ness, or such other fireproof, fire-retarding or fire-resisting material as may be ap-
proved by the supermtendent of buildings or the board of standards and appeals.

3. LThe floors of combustible materials of said existing buildings, or such parts
thereof occupied for the purposes specified, to be covered with not less than 3 inches
in thick 1ess of concrete of a mixture complying with the requirements of subdivision
6 of section 351 of article 17 of this chapter, or such other fireproof, fire-retarding or
fire-resisting materials as may be approved by the superintendent of buildings or the
board of stendards and appeals.

The existing non-fireproof bwildings included in the provisions of this section
shall not be enlarged tn area or increased in height, unless the construction of such
cxtensions complies with the provisions of subdivision 2 of section 72 of article 4
of this :hapter, and said existing buildings or parts thercof shall not be occupicd for
the purdoses specified, and the superintendent of buildings shall not issuc the cer-
tificate of occupancy therefor, unless the bwldings comply in all other respecis with
the requirements of this chapter and other laws and ordinances goverming the con-
struction, means of exit, light and wventilation, plumbing and drainage, and restrictions
as to arca, height and use of buildings.

Sec 2. The tahle of section headings of article 4 of chapter 5 of the Code of
Ordinarces is herehy amended to read as follows:

ArticLE 4.
Classification of Buildings.
70. Occupancy.
71. Construction.
72. When buildings are required to be fireproof.
73, When buildings may be non-fireproof.
74 Existing buildings.

Sec 3. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.

Note—New matter in talics.

WM. P. KENNEALLY, PETER SCHWEICKERT. WM. P. McGARRY, S.
CLINTON CRANE, JAMES J. MOLEN, E. 1. SILBERSTEIN, JOHN McKEE,
CHARLES W. DUNN; Committee on Buildings.

Which report was accepted,

Reports of the Committee on Finance—

No. 1630 (S. O. No. 262).

Sec:ion

Report of the Committee on Finance in Favor of Adopting a Resolution Authoriz- |’

ing an Issue of Special Revenue Bends, $4,500, to Increase Allowances for
Motor Vehicle Materials and Motor Vehicle Repairs, Department of Plant
and Structures.

The Committee on Finance, to which was referred on May 22, 1917 (Minutes,
page 3/8), the annexed request of the Commissioner of Plant and Structures for
special revenue bonds, $4,500, to increase allowances for “Motor Vehicle Materials”
and “Motor Vehicle Repairs,” respectfully

REPORTS:

That the Committee is advised in the annexed report of the Bureau of Contract
Supervision that this amount will be necessary to keep the Municipal Garage in oper-
ation far the remainder of the vear.

It, therefore, recommends the adoption of the accompanying resolution.

Resolved, That, in pursuance of the provisions of subdivision 8 of cection 188
of the Greater New York Charter, the Board of Estimate and Apportionment be and
it is hereby requested to authorize the Comptroller to issue special revenue bonds
to the amount of four thousand five hundred dollars ($4.500), the proceeds whereof
to be used by the Commissioner of Plant and Structures for the purpose of increasing
allowances for “Motor Vehicle Materials” and “Motor Vehicle Repairs”; all obliga-
tions contracted for hereunder to be incurred on or hefore December 31, 1917,

FRANCIS P. KENNEY, JOHN T. EAGAN, TOHN DIEMER, F. H. STEVEN-
SON. WILLIAM P. KENNEALLY, CHARLES DELANEY, LAUREN CAR-
ROLL: Committee on Finance.

Desartment of Plant and Structures, City of New York, Municipal Building,
Manhaitan, N. Y., May 15, 1917.

To the Honorable the Board of Aldermen of The City of New York:

Gentlemen—I heg to request your Honorable Board to adopt a resolution, pur-
snant to the provisions of subdivision 8 of section 188 of the Greater New York
Charter, requesting the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to authorize the issue
of special revenue bonds to the amount of $4.500 for the purpose of increasing the
allowarces in Schedules No. 2795, Motor Vehicle Materials, from $2,800 to $3.500,
and Nc. 279, Motor Vchicle Repairs, from $1,000 to $2,800.

The necessity for this request is due to the insufficiency of funds provided in
the budget, as the car service is constantly increasing, the Departments making better
use of the cars and their waiting time being cut down. These cars are now in their
second year of service and the cost of repairs is constantly mounting, as the prices
for materials and repair parts have greatly increased.

R(?spectful]y, . F. ]J. H. KRACKE, Commissioner.

City of New York, Board of Estimate and Apportionment, Municipal Building,
Bureau of Contract Supervision, May 29, 1917. '
No. 1630—Commissioner of Plant and Structures. Request for Special Revenue Bonds

$4,500, to Increase Allowances for Motor Vehicle Materials and Motor Vehicle Re-
pairs.
Hon. Francis P. Kenngy, Chairman, Committee on Finance, Board of Aldermen:

Sir—The amount requested for the 1917 budget by the Department of Plant and
Structures for Motor Vehicle Materials and Repairs was $4,100, which amount was
slightly more than double the actual expenditures for these purposes in the first six
months of 1916. It was believed that the allowance on this basis would be adequate
because during the first six months of 1916 the Municipal Garage was operated with
old cars obtained from the various City departments. These old cars, which were in
bad condition and needed continual repairs, were sold at auction later in the year and
were replaced by 54 new automobiles purchased in April and May.

The amount allowed by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment for 1917 was
$3,800, the reduction of $300 under the request being made from the items “Tires,”
“Tubes” and “Chains,” on the ground that these items belonged and were allowed under
the account “Motor Vehicle Equipment.”

The division of the total allowance to the two accounts was also proportioned as
suggested by the Department of Plant and Structures.

The Department reports that its estimate of the cost of repairs will be insufficient,
as the entire allowance for the year will be exhausted by the end of this month. At
this rate of expenditure for Materials and Repairs, the additional sum of $4,500 re-
quested will be needed to keep the Municipal Garage in operation for the balance of
the year. Respectfully, TILDEN ADAMSON, Director.

Which was laid over,

No. 1654 (S. O. No. 263).

Report of the Committee on Finance in Favor of Adopting a Resolution Authoriz-

ing an Issue of Special Revenue Bonds, $10,046, for Salaries and Various
Supplies, Police Department,

The Committee on Finance, to which was referred on May 29, 1917 (Minutes,
page 419), the annexed request of the Police Commissioner for special revenue bonds,
$10,136, for salaries and various supplies, respectfully

REPORTS:

That, having examined the subject and basing its conclusions on the annexed re-
port of the Bureau of Personal Service and Contract Supervision, which show the
need of these funds, it recommends the adoption of the accompanying resolution,

Resolved, That, in pursuance of the provisions of subdivision 8 of section 188 of
the Greater New York Charter, the Board of Estimate and Apportionment be and it is
hereby requested to authorize the Comptroller to issue special revenue bonds to the
amount of ten thousand and forty-six dollars ($10,046), the proceeds whereof to be
used by the Police Commissioner for the purpose of providing for salaries and various
supplies. All obligations contracted for hereunder to be incurred on or before De-
cember 31, 1917.

FRANCIS P. KENNEY, JOHN T. EAGAN, JOHN DIEMER, F. H. STEVEN-
SON, WM. P. KENNEALLY, CHARLES DELANEY, LAUREN CARROLL,
Committee on Finance,

City of New York, Police Department, Office of the Commissioner, May 29, 1917.
The Honorable the Board of Aldermen, City of New York:

Gentlemen—It is respectfully requested that an issue of special revenue bonds,
in the sum of $10,136, be authorized to enable the Police Department to operate the
Steamer “Patrol” for the months of July to December, inclusive (provision having
heen made in the budget for 1917 for only six months’ operation).
Code 1604. Salaries, Temporary Employees, Steamer “Patrol’—

Marine Engineer, 2 at $1,560 per year. Necessary for 6 months........ $1,560 00
Marine Stoker, 4 at $960 per year. Necessary for 6 months........... 1,920 00
Marine Oiler, 2 at $960 per year. Necessary for 6 months.............. 960 00
Deckhand, 1 at $816 per year. Necessary for 6 months................ 408 00
Cook, 1 at $600 per year. Necessary for 6 months................c.vs 300 00
Steward, 1 at $360 per year. Necessary for 6 months.................. 180 00
$5,328 00
Code 1611, Supplies, Fuel Supplies—

700 Tons Smokeless Bituminous Coal, at $6.44 per ton.................. 4,508 00

Code 1616, Supplies, General Plant Supplies—
For Miscellaneous Supplies, 0ils, €tC....ovveeriirririiiiiiviienaienens 300 00
$10,136 00

Respectiully, A. WOODS, Police Commissioner

June 15, 1917,
No. 1654—Police Commissioner, Request for Special Revenue Bonds, $10,136; for
Salaries and Various Supplies. s
Hon. Francis P. Kenney, Chairman, Finance Commuttee:
Sir—The Bureau of Personal Service reports on the personal service part of
the request as follows:

“In considering the 1917 budget estimate of the Police Department, the ques-
tion of continuing the services of the steamer “Patrol,” was discussed. After
much discussion, provision was made for the force and supplies for the boat for
a period of six months. In view of the unusual conditions existing in the coun-
try at the present time, and the fact that the use of the steamer “Patrol” is
at present a part of the Police Department’s plan of guarding the City, the
Bureau believes that the request to make provision for the operation of the
boat for the remaining six months of the year is reasonable. The force assigned
to the boat and the salaries at present received by the incumbents are as follows:

Marine Engineer, 1 at $1,560.....coviiiiiiiiiiii i, $1,560 00
Marine Engineer, 1 at $1,380.....coeeviieiiiiiiiniieniiiiiinienns 1,380 00
Marine Stoker, 4 at $960 each,........ o & et & % s w Ay § e 3,840 00
Marine Oiler, 2 at $960 each ......ccvvviiiiiiiiiii i 1,920 00
Deckhand, 1 at $810 .. oivivriiiiiiiiiiiiine it eineiieanns 816 00
ook, T gt $000u....... s courn s oamnod s sinibitie o 0 a0 § 85 witincs b6 HRHN 8 ST 0 9008 600 00
Steward, 1 at $360........coeviiiieiiinii 360 00

Totdl of sebethile . ... wossessoenis wosios s snswan srsmers nyy $10476 00

“On this basis the sum of $5,238 in salaries will be required from July II;
1917, to December 31, 1917 ‘
The Bureau of Contract Supervision reports on the items of fuel and supplies as

follows:
“For the operation of this boat for a period of six months there will be

required :

700 tons of semi-bituminous coal at $644.............ccoiviiiinn, $4,508 00 -

Miscellaneous sUpplies .......oovveriiirriieeerierrinriiiiieiiins 300 00
$4.808 00

“This estimate has been checked with the cost of operation of this boat
for the year 1916, and the first three months of this year, and has been found
reasonable.” )

It appears from the foregoing that a total amount of $10,046 will be required.
Respectfully, GEORGE L. TIRRELL, Director, Bureau of Personal Service;
TILDEN ADAMSON, Director, Bureau of Contract Supervision.
Which was laid over.
No. 1672 (S. O. No. 264).

Report of the Committee on Finance in Favor of Adopting a Resolution Authoriz-
ing an Extension of Time for Use of Special Revenue Bonds, $32,738, by the
Commissioner of Street Cleaning. ,

The Committee on Finance, to which was referred on June 12, 1917 (Minutes,
page 487), the annexed request of the Commissioner of Street Cleaning for exten-

sion of time for use of Special Revenue Bond issue, $32,728, for installation of a

combined system of hose connection and sprinkler system, respectfully

REPORTS:

That the Committee is advised that further improvements are necessary in con-
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nection with this work, and it is to make these improvements with an unexpended
balance that this request is made.
It, therefore, recommends the adoption of the accompanying resolution.
Resolved, That the following resolution adopted November 28, 1916, and ap-
proved by the Mayor, December 3, 1916:
Resolved, That the following resolution, adopted April 18, 1916, and received
from the Mayor May 2nd, 1916:
“Resolved, That the following resolution adopted October 26, 1913, and
-eceived from the Mayor November 9, 1915:
* ‘Resolved, That, in pursuance of the provisions of subdivision 8 of section
188, it is hereby requested to authorize the Comptroller to issue special revenue
bonds to the amount of thirty-two thousand seven hundred and thirty-eight dol-
lars ($32,738), the proceeds whereof to be used by the Commissioner of Street
Cleaning for the purpose of installing a combined system of hose connection
and sprinkler equipment at dumping boards, to be expended as follows:

Borough of Manhattan ......coovveviiviiiiniiiereiiiineraniiennns $28,240 00
Borough of The Bronx ..ooovvvvvveriieereeriernsiereeeerrnniansnns 3,048 00
Boraugh of BrookIFni «eoeeevssnsssrinesosemmnsssnesesvenaessomenss 1,450 00

$32,738 00

“‘_all obligations contracted for hereunder to be incurred on or before April

1, 1916 :

“_be and the same is hereby amended by striking therefrom, in the last line,

the word and figures ‘April I, 1916, and inserting in lieu thereof the word and

figures ‘July 1, 1916.)”

—be and the same is hereby amended by striking therefrom the line “Borough

of Manhattan, $28240," and inserting in lieu thereof “Borough of Manhattan,

$29640,” and by striking therefrom the line “Borough of Brooklyn, $1450,”
and inserting in lieu thereof “Borough of Brooklyn, $50.”

—and be further amended by striking therefrom, in the last line, the word and

figures “July 1, 1916,” and inserting in lieu thereof the word and figures “De--

:ember 31, 1916.”

—be and the same is hereby further amended by striking therefrom in the last line
thereof the word and figures “December 31, 1916, and inserting in lieu thereof the
word and figures “December 31, 1917.”

FRANCIS P. KENNEY, JOHN T. EAGAN, JOHN DIEMER, F. H. STE-
VENSON, WM. P. KENNEALLY, CHARLES DELANEY, LAUREN CARROLL,
Comrmittee on Finance.

Department of Street Cleaning of The City of New York, Office of the Commis-
sioncr, Municipal Building, New York City, June 4, 1917,

Hon Frank L. DowLING, President of the Board of Aldermen:

Dear Sir—On October 26, 1913, the Board of Aldermen adopted a resolution au-
thorizing the Comptroller to issue special revenue bonds to the amount of $32.738, the
proczeds of which were to be fised by this department for the purpose of installing
a combined system of hose connection and sprinkling equipment at the various dump-
ing hoards in the Boroughs of Manhattan, Bronx and Brooklyn, all obligations there-
under to be incurred on or before April 1, 1916. This resolution became effective
November 9, 1915, without action by the Mayor. On December 10, 1915, the Board
of Estimate and Apportionment approved of and concurred in the said resolution.

On March 24, 1916, request was made that said resolution be amended by provid-
mg that obligations thereunder might be contracted for on or before July 1. 1916.
On April 13, 1916, the original resolution was amended by the Board of Aldermen in
acco-dance with above request, received from the Mayor May 2, 1916, without his
approval or disapproval, concurred in by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment
May 12, 1916.

On November 6, 1916, request was made for further modification of the original
resolution by transferring a certain portion of the original allotment from the Bor-
ougt of Brooklyn to the Borough of Manhattan, in order that the contract might
be let for the dump at the foot of East 46th Street, Manhattan, the original Man-
hatten allotment being insufficient for this purpose, and by further modifying the
original resolution to extend the time for contracting the obligations thereunder from
July 1, 1916, to Dec. 31, 1916. On November 28, 1916, the Board of Aldermen adopted
a resolution in accordance with this request, which was approved by the Mayor De-
cember 3, 1916, and by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment December 22, 1916.

Bids for the work were received December 13, 1916: the contract was awarded
December 27, 1916, and executed January 12, 1917. It was registered January 22,
1917. The contractor was required to finish the work within sixty (60) days of the
latte- date, but owing to the necessity for performing additional work which could
not e foreseen when the specifications were prepared he was unable to complete the
contract within the required time.

Request is therefore made that the original resolution be amended so as to pro-
vide that obligations may be contracted for thereunder up to and including December
31, 1917. Yours truly, J. T. FETHERSTON, Commissioner.

City of New York, Board of Estimate and Apportionment, Municipal Building,
Bureau of Contract Supervision, June 22, 1917. '
No. 1672—Commissioncr of Street Cleaning. Request for extension of time for

use of special revenue bonds, $32.738, for Installation of ¢ Combined System of
Hise Conmection and Sprinkler Equipment.
Hon. Francis P. Kenney, Chairman, Finance Commattee, Board of Aldermen:

Sir—In compliance with your request I have caused an investigation to be
madz with reference to this matter and report as follows:

On October 26, 1917, your Board authorized the Comptroller to issue $32,738,
for installing a combined system of hose connection and sprinkler equipment at
various dumping boards in the Boroughs of Manhattan, Brooklyn and The Bronx;
all obligations thereunder to be incurred on or before April 1, 1916.

The resolution was subsequently twice modified, the last time on November 28,
1916, by your Board so as to extend the time for contracting obligations to Decem-
ber 31, 1916.

Three contracts have been awarded and expenditures incurred, including open
market orders to the extent of $30,749.33, leaving an unencumbered balance of
$1,968.67 in the fund.

Further small improvements are necessary in connection with the installation
of this fire prevention equipment for which purpose it is desired to use the un-
expended balance.

I think you may very properly grant the request to extend the period in which
expenditures may be charged against the fund up to and including December 31, 1917.

Respectfully, TILDEN ADAMSON, Director.

Which was laid over.

No. 1677 (S. O. No. 265).

Report of the Committee on Finance in Favor of Adopting a Resolution Authoriz-

ing an Issue of Special Revenue Bonds, $4,550, to Meet Certain Deficiencies,
Department of Parks, Brooklyn.

The Committee on Finance, to which was referred on June 12, 1917 (Minutes,
page 494), the annexed request of the Commissioner of Parks, Brooklyn, for special
revenue honds, $8,550, to meet certain deficiencies, respectfully

REPORTS:

That, basing its conclusion on the annexed report of the Bureau of Contract
Supervision, it believes the amount requested necessary except so much as refers
to “Code 1203, Forage and Veterinary Supplies, $3,000,” which should be provided
by the Comptroller under s«hdivisian 7 of section 188 of the Charter.

[t therefore recommends the adoption of the accompanying resolution.

Resolved, That, in pursuance of the provisions of subdivision 8 of section 188 of
the Greater New York Charter, the Board of Estimate and Apportionment be and
it i¢ hereby requested to authorize the Comptroller to issue special revenue bonds
to the amount of Four thousand five hundred and fifty dollars ($4,550), the pro-
ceeds whereof to be used by the Commissioner of Parks, Brooklyn, for the purpose
of providing for estimated deficiencies.

Cod= No. 1300, Motor Vehicle Supplies.........ccoovviiiianniiienenn. $425 00

Cods No. 1308, Materials ..........ccoiveevvueernrenn. OrTe s 4000 00
Cods No. 1315, Shoeing and Boarding of Horses, Including Veterinary

SOrVICES wevevrne B g oo KRS § £ ) B § A § 1 S B 125 00

Total wooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeieenieenes S— $4,550 00

All obligations contracted for hereunder to be incurred on or before. December

31,1917

' 'FRANCIS P. KENNEY, JOHN T. EAGAN, JOHN DIEMER, E. H

STEVENSON, WM. P. KENNEALLY, CHARLES DELANEY, LAUREN CAR-

ROLL, Committee on Finance.

_ City of New York, Department of Parks, Borough of Brooklyn, Litchfield Man-

sion, Fifth Street and Prospect Park West, June 6, 1917.

To the Honorable Board of Aldermen of The City of New York:
Gentlemen—Authorization is hereby respectfully requested to issue special revenue

bonds in the sum of eighty-five hundred and fifty dollars ($8,550) to meet the esti-

mated deficiencies in the following accounts of this department:

No. 1293. Forage and Veterinary Supplies ..............cccvvvinnnn. $4,000 00
No. 1300 Motor Vehicle Supplies ........cooivveirneiiiiiuieniiannens 425 00
No. 1308 Materials .vuveiveerseerierseeenieernsensraeriaeeineenas 4,000 00
No. 1315 Shoeing and Boarding Horses, including Veterinary Service.. 125 00

$8,550 00

Code. 1293. Owing to extremely. high prices for oats, yellow corn, beef, fish
bread, milk and other items, the forage account will be short about $4,000.

Code 1300. This department has purchased three Ford motor trucks instead of
one large truck, and, together with the increased cost of gasolene, this account will
require $425 additional funds. B

Code 1308. The expenditure made from this account for paints, lumber, cement
and other large items were on unit prices approximately twenty-five per cent. greater
than the allowance made for them in the budget. :

Code 1315, Early this year several horses in our stables were ill and required
considerable veterinary services. The estimated deficiency for the balance of the year
will be $125.

Hoping for early consideration, I am,

Very truly yours, RAYMOND V. INGERSOLL, Commissioner.

City of New York, Board of Estimate and Apportionment, Municipal Building,
Bureau of Contract Supervision, June 22, 1917.
No. 1677—Commissioner of Parks, Borcugh of Brooklyn, Request for Special Revenue
Bonds, 8,550, to Meet Estimated Deficiencies.
Hon, Fraxcis P. Kexney, Chairman, Commitiee on Finance, Board of Aldermen:
Sir—In accordance with your request that the above matter be investigated the
Bureau of Contract Supervision reports as follows:
The request of the department is divided as follows:

Code 1293—Forage and Veterinary Supplies ..............coooevinnns.. $4,000 00
Code 1300—Motor Vehicle SUpplies ....ovvvvuiririeeieeerrinrreeneeess, 425 00
Code 1308—Materials .......oooiiiveiieei it eaaas 4,000 00
Code 1315—Shoeing and Boarding Horses, including Veterinary Services 125 00

$8,550 00

The item for forage is necessary, as this amount approximately represents the
increase for the year in the cost of forage over the prices on which the 1917 Budget
appropriation was based.
 The item for Motor Vehicle Supplies is necessary because of the fact that
instead of purchasing one two-ton motor truck as provided for in the 1917 Budget,
the department found it to the advantage of the City to purchase three Ford pick-up
trucks. These three trucks will require more gasoiine and oil than was provided
for the proposed two-ton truck. The gasoline budget allowance was based on an
estimagled cost per gallon of twenty cents, whereas it has averaged twenty-five cents
per gallon,

The request of $4,000 for materials is based on the fact that the department has
been ohliged to pay unit prices, which are about twenty-five per cent. in excess of
those on which the budget estimate was based and as a result a large portion of the:
work for which the budget allowance was intended to provide for is still to be done
and while the department has labor and mechanics’ time for a portion of this work
the appropriation for materials is nearly exhausted.

_ The requested amount of $125 for Shoeing and Boarding Horses, including

Veterinary Service, is proper, owing to a greater need than was anticipated for

veterinary service during the early months of the year. Very truly yours,

N TILDEN ADAMSON, Director,

Which was laid over. *

No. 1686.

Report of the Committee on Finance in Favor of Filing Request of the Depart-
ment of Health for Special Revenue Bonds, $113,000, for the Purchase of
Food and Forage Supplies.

The Committee on Finance, to which- was referred on June 12, 1917 (Minutes,
page 505), the annexed request of the Department of Health for special revenue
bonds, $113,000, for the purchase of food and forage supplies, respectfully

REPORTS:

That, as this is an emergency request, the Committee recommends that applica-
tion be made to the Comptroller, under the provisions of subdivision 7 of section 188
of the Charter, and that the request be placed on file.

FRANCIS P.KENNEY, JOHN T. EAGAN, JOHN DIEMER, F. H. STEVEN-
SON, WM. P. KENNEALLY, CHARLES DELANEY, LAUREN CARROLL, Com-
mittee on Finance.

City of New York, Department of Health, Office of the Secretary, June 11, 1917.
Hon. Board of Aldermen, Municipal Building, Manhattan:

Sirs—In the 1917 budget the appropriations allowed for food and forage supplies
together with all other supplies were based on prices prevailing from July 1, 1915,
to June 30, 1916.

The prices for these commodities, however, have advanced since that period from
twenty-five to fifty per cent. and in some instances as high as three hundred (300)
per cent.; for example, such items as potatoes, flour, sugar, cabbage, hay, oats, etc,
with the result that the appropriations for food and forage supplies of the Depart-
ment of Health are almost entirely exhausted.

The appropriations for food supplies were based on a specific per capita allow-
ance, based on experience, up to June 30, 1916, as follows:

DIOREITE 4 s § 5 mooesin o 2 m o s s momiln o 04 5 i 85 g2 5 i b $0.50 per day
1 U ST —— .37 per day
Other emplOyes ..ovvvvvrerriiereiiiierrreireriiiiiiiiiiianaes .229 per day
Cottapions PatEOTS .o s xmmm s s d smas s wmmss v6m 6 06 5amn 6 ssmnss b s .163 per day
Tuberculosis PAtIENLS +uevvrrvurrerersrrsruuereeeseriiinnaeeeens .34 per day
The cost, however, for the present year has advanced to:
11 Ty R ——— $0.57 per day
N UESES vttt ettt e re e et e ataa e s teeeea i rae e A1 per day
DEBEE BIPIOTOE .« s v mwss s o wmoss s Pitioin s pmus b vicas 3o 8500 5 W6H44 4 5 S0 .29 per day
Contagious Patients ..uc.iisessssessssvomssssnmesrrpenerssvnessons .24 per day
Tuberculosis PAtients ......c.vveeviiviriviiieenieeriiineeeiiies, .41 per day

Tt is estimated that it will require approximately $100,000 additional to provide

food supplies for the hospitals and Tuberculosis Sanatorium for the balance of the
rear 1917.
: The cost of food supplies for the period from January 1 to June 30 (estimated)
will be $171,869.67. It is considered that it will require at least an equal amount for
the remaining six months of the year, namely, $172,000. To meet expense there is a
balance of $40,000 in the appropriation at the present time. which together with
supplies still undelivered on existing contracts amounting to $39,000 give a total of
$79,000 available for the balance of the year. The amount requested, $100,000, will
leave a small margin for possible increase in prices. . 3

The appropriations for forage supplies were likewise based on prices prevailing
during 1915 and the early part of 1916, and at the present time are entirely exhausted
due to the extremely high prices for forage during the present year.

It is estimated that it will require-$13,000 to meet the requirements for forage

for the balance of the year 1917.

.

Your Honorable Board is hereby respecffully requested to authorize the issuance
of special revenue bonds in the sum of $100,000 for food supplies and $13,000 for

forage supplies.

Balance

Amount of
Appropriation, 1917. May 31.
FOOd SUPPIES +oeversvrnnenenanserumenensuneninies $241,277 00 $40,892 92
Forage SUPPUES «.ovvvvenerveiirniisriiiiiaennns 12000 s sses

ALFRED E. SHIPLEY, Secretary.
Which report was accepted.
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Reports of the Committee on General Welfare—
No. 1242,
Report of the Committee on General Welfare in the Matter of a Request of the
Conference of Organized Labor Relative to Educational Facilities.

The Committee on General Welfare, to which was referred on February 6, 1917
(Minutes, page 303), the annexed request of the Conference of Organized Labor to
the Board to hold hearings and to invite the Board of Education and City officials
to answer why the demands for better educational facilities have not been respected,
respectfally

REPORTS:

That there was referred to the Committee on February 6, 1917, a petition from the
Confere1ce of Organized Labor requesting that the Board hold meetings and invite
the Boa-d o Education and City officials to answer why better educational facililties
have not Deen respected, pursuant to this communication, the Committee has held
several hearings throughout the City of New York and in order that the members of

the Board and the public in general may be acquainted with what transpired at the |

several 1earings this Committee now submits as a preliminary report and transcript

the accompanying minutes of the several hearings.
HARY ROBITZEK, Chairman: ARNON L. SQUIERS, JAMES R. FERGU-

SON, JOHN T. EAGAN, ALEXANDER BASSETT, WILLIAM T. COLLINS,
CHARLES A. McMANUS, CHARLES H. HAUBERT, Committee on General

Welfare.
Conference of Organized Labor on Industrial Education of the City of New

York, New York, February 6, 1917. _ ‘
Hon. Fraxk DowLine, President, Board of Aldermen, City Hall, New York City:
Dear Sir—For some time past the trades unionists in this City have been en-
deavoring to secure the establishment of proper facilities for the education of all
public school children, both from the Board of Education and from the City officials,
and have not been successful up to the present time.
On April 24 we announced the following programme for the improvement of the

public schools:

“As our firm conviction is that a sound policy of elementary education is the
foundation of our civilization, especially in a city like New York, a vast melting
pot in which we transform the timid illiterate emigrant accustomed to repressive
forras of government into the courageous literate citizen of our great republic, we,
the representatives of organized labor, respectfully submit the following outlines
of what we conceive to be a very sound educational policy: That in as much as
there is no democratic institution superior to the public school for training our
chiliren in the ideals of our mation, and in as much as only a small percentage
of our children reach the high schools and the free colleges supported by our
City, that we are justified in saying that the elementary school is the real uni-
versity of the people, and as such its needs and interests are paramount to those
of zny other type of educational agency supported by public funds.

“We believe that any readjustment of conditions should represent the con-
sencus of opinion of the majority of the citizens of the City as expressed in terms
of parents’ associations, mothers’ clubs, local school boards, employers of labor,
organized labor and professional educators. No readjustment should be predicated
on the assumption of a relatively noval type of school developed in a little
Western town,. created by the fiat of the United States Steel Corporation, as the
best and only type solution of our present educational difficulties.

“We believe that educational policies should be free from both the control
of politics and also the sinister influence of those great foundations created as a
restlt of ill gotten wealth. Instead of the Board of Education being subservient
to the City administration, we favor a small elective board, with financial in-
depcndence.  Moreover, it should be evident that expert professional advice, such
as we may reasonably expect from the City Superintendent and his associates,
Superintendents, District Superintendents, Principals, Teachers, etc, stipplemented
by the hest advice obtainable from parents and other agencies already indicated,
should he the basis of our educational policy, rather than the unsupported opinion
of wuntrained laymen or imported experts employed at exorbitant salary by the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment. That both in terms of intent agd financial
ahil tv, the people of our City are able to provide funds for educational purposes
which will enable our educational authorities to provide the type of schooling
whih the parents and properly qualified experts deem best for our children to
have. No peal of economy can possibly justify the deplorable conditions such as
exist in our schools to-day. Despite gross extravagance in other fields of munici-
pal government, the present City administration has deliberately refused to
appropriate money demanded by the Teachers, Principals, District Superinten-
dens and Associate Superintendents and the Board of Education, although the
said demands were based upon a full and accurate knowledge of the needs of
the situation. The chaotic conditions that prevail in the school system at the
present time are the net result of attempted illegal control and uncalled for
parsimony on the part of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment.

“Failure to provide adequate funds has meant:

“a. Woeful lack of school accommodations, with the resultant makeshift
of duplicate school organization, which is to be extended as a matter of alleged
economy, rather than because of the judicial approval of parents, employers, or-
gan zed labor or professional educators, such as City Superintendent William H.
Maxwell and his assistants,”

Over 100,000 pupils are in double session classes and over 50,00 on the double shift.

“b, Lack of proper teaching and supervision due to the fact that contrary
to =1l principles ot justice, funds have not been provided for the appointment of
all teachers needed.”

There are hundreds of vacancies to-day.

“c. Ineffective teaching, due not to lack of sincerity or effort on the part
of the teaching staff, but due to the classes of excessive size in both kindergarten
and in the regular grades which were made compulsory by the plans to affect
alleged economies.”

There are about 200 kindergarten classes with 50 pupils and nearly 300 with over
50. In the grades there were about 1,000 classes of over 50 pupils, and there are
thousanis and thousands of children in classes of over 40, when the normal number
should »e about 35. Compare this with the private schools to which a large number
of the dresent members of the Board of Education send their children. Look into
this statement and you will discover the real reason why the charge is so often made
that the children graduating from a public school are not thoroughly versed in the

three Rs.
You will also find that the blame will not rest with the teachers or the teaching

administration, but with the theorists, faddists, uplifters and foundation representatives,
who are responsible for this deplorable overcrowded condition and who are merely
using the children attending our schools in exploitation and experiments to further
their own fads and fancies and also stifle their intellectual development.

“d. Radical curtailment of special but basic features of the school system,
such as special classes in the elementary schools, after school playgrounds and
eveling recreation and community centres, and lectures.”

Evening schools are kept open only three nights a week. Attendance has de-

creased over 20,000.

“e. Failure to properly support or to initiate experimental work in con-
necion with such new features of elementary school organization, as prevocational
training, shortened courses of study and intermediate or junior high school organi-
zations.”

Only meagre beginnings have heen made and no extension authorized yet.

“f  Period of unrest and disturbance among pupils, teachers and parents that has
meant loss of confidence, lack of harmony, divided authority and lessened efficiency
throughout the entire system.”

“We believe that the present trend of education is to provide a minimum six
year schooling in fundamentals with differentiated courses of study in the seventh,
eighth and possibly the ninth year. We heartily believe that such a reorganization
of a corriculum will provide a more democratic type of schooling than does our

present eight year uniform curriculum.”

“In view of the fore-mentioned demoralized condition of education in the
Cit; we make the following demands on the Board of Education and Mayor
Mitchel and other members of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment.”

“1. Immediate grant of funds for the erection of new school buildings to
provide every child decent accommodations in a full-time class without resort

to the deplorable expedient of the double shift, common i
duplif:ate school of the double session Yy desigoed s She

2. The immediate erection of temporary buildings or renting or other
buildings to provide all necessary school facilities to relieve every class with over
fort)‘r‘ children and to relieve all overcrowding and part time.

3. Immediate placing of kindergartens on a basis that will \make them

s?tfﬁc(;ently attractive and desirable for all children of the kindergarten age to
attend. :

“4. Immediate development of every recreation and community
. € munity centre to
their fullest capacity, but under the complete control of the Board onyducation,
arfrdEtéle e?_tlre expense of management and maintenance to be borne by the Board
of Education.

5. Immediate provision in every school in the city, with ideal playground
facilities at the city’s expense so that after school athletics for boys and girls
will become a regular part of our educational system,

“6. Immediate plans to be adopted to furnished school accommodations to
all p‘eople deserving elementary and high school instruction at night.

‘7. Immediate opening of night and day school classes for the teaching of
English to foreigners.

“8. Immediate provi§ion for the establishment of summer schools and
regular pay for teachers in these schools.

“9. Immediate appointment of all necessary regular school teachers so that
there will not be more than forty children in any class.

“10. Immediate elimination of the substitute teaching evil and their appoint-
ments“andI a551gdnments made regular and according to law.

“11. Immediate payment to all teachers of their le i
their official rating and work gel salary, according to

“12. Immediate stopping of all attacks upon all branches of the teaching
staff by city officials and Board of Education, so that they will be able to devote
all their time and attention to the proper educational development of the school
children,

“13. Immediate organization of advisory committees for each trade in which
the schools are now giving industrial instruction. Committees to be of equal
number of employers and representatives of the Unions, with power to approve
course of study and appointment of instructors. -

“14. Immediate adoption of all rules and régulations by the Board of
Education for the establishment of compulsory continuation schools for all
children, with working papers, between the ages of 14 and 16 for eight hours a
week, between the hours of 8 a. m. and 5 p. m,, Saturday afternoons excepted.”
No funds made available, although plan for such work is ready. And Board of

Sug?rmtendents asked for $240,000 two years ago, which would care for about 20,000
pupils. .

“15. Immediate elimination from the course of study of any activity which
ta}«zslaway from the essentials and fundamentals of education in the elementary
schools.

“l6. Immediate provision for comprehensive experiments with shorter
courses of study, prevocational schooling and intermediate or junior high schools.

“17. Immediate elimination of the monitor or assistant teacher evil, whereby
pupils are taken from higher grades to supervise and direct children in the lower
grades as assistant teachers,

“18. Immediate opening of all schools for evening lectures under the com-
plete“dlrectlon and supervision of the Board of Education.

19. Furthermore, we record our emphatic protest against any further
extension of the Gary plan of duplicate school experiments now underway in
this City. This it has not done as yet, according to the annual report of the
aty superintendent of schools, just issued. He declares that the ‘tried by the
ordinary tests of school power to hold pupils throughout the course, extent of
retardation, per capita cost—the Gary schools show themselves decidedly inferior
to our regular schools.”

Ano‘t‘her $6,000,000 is to be poured into this experiment.

We record our protest, in view of these facts, against any further experi-
mentation with the children of the public schools with this plan, except in the
schools originally selected for the experiment, and we call upon the Board of
Aldermen to institute a searching investigation of the work now being done
in the experimental schools to the end that if conditions therein do not show
improvement that the experimentation with children shall cease.

“Under no condition should the Board of Education cease its efforts to
secure for the children the best education possible, and the first step in doing
so should be to plan for the construction of sufficient school buildings to ac-
comp}ogate properly in a full-time class all of the children of school age.

“We demand the enactment into state law that education be compulsory up
to sm%een year: of e}llge, and conténuation ;chools of eight hours per week be
compulsory up to eighteen years of age, and that scholarshi i
b D e e y g at s rship or other State aid

. “We protest against the Board of Education and City administration in its
vicious economy program, throwing the children of our schools into outside
organizations; while such organizations may have the best purposes and inten-
tions, they are supported by private contributions and are therefore charitable;
such charity or paternalism, is obnoxious to the people of a democratic form of
government,”

. We request the Board of Aldermen to hold hearings and invite the Board of
Education and City officials to answer why all of the above demands from the
g;(josple of this City is necessary upon our Board of Education and the City author-
111eSs.

Since April 24 last, we have forwarded this program to each member of the
Board of Education requesting that it receive their immediate attention, inasmuch as
the initiative for expenditures in educational matters must have their inception in
action by the Board of Education. Little or no attention has been paid to this pro-
gram and demand of ours, so that we now find it necessary for to submit this
matter to you with the request that it receive your immediate attention and that a
hearing be granted at which we will have an opportunity to appear and furnish
evidence to substantiate the charges which we make against the Board of Education
and the City officers for their failure to adequately equip the schools in this city or
to provide other schools as well as the sufficient number of teachers to properly
cduc'ate th= public school children.

The people of the City of New York and the members of our Unions are paying
the regular taxes either directly or indirectly in the belief that the necessary part
of these taxes would be diverted to efficient education of the school children, as
well as providing all the necessary facilities and equipment. ,
- For some reason or other which we want your Board to find out, this has not been

e.

We also call your attention to the lack of proper fire prevention facilities in
our public schools for as we understand it the Fire Department has issued all the
necessary orders and furnished all assistance possible to the Board of Education
for providing all of the protection needed to safeguard the lives of the public school
clnldre_n from fire or fire accidents and we ask your Board to look carefully into
th: failure of the Educational authorities and the Board of Estimate and Appor-
tionment to make the necessary financial provisions for the installation of the proper
fire protection equipment.

During last year there were over 25 fires in our public school buildings and it
has only been by a miracle or the protection of Providence that there has not been
an appalling loss of lives and this condition should not be allowed to continue a
moment longer.
~ Furthermore, the responsibility for this horrible situation should be placed where
it belongs so that the parents of the school children will know those who are directly
responsible for the failure to provide the necessary protection for their children.

The general public school conditions here at the present time are in a deplor-
able condition and we sincerely hope that the Board of Aldermen will bring relief
from the abuses which we complain of. I would appreciate your holding this hear-
ing as soon as possible, also letting me know of the date selected and request that
you invite members of Mothers” Clubs, Parents’ Associations, employers and others
interestedin educational matters to appear and give you their views and opinions as
to the abuses which they want remedied or eliminated from the public school
system. Yours very truly, ' PETER J. BRADY, Secretary,

.
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MINUTES OF HEARING BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON GENERAL Vnorth of 183rd Street and east of 3rd Avenue, rather, between 183rd Street and 179th

&E%IEQSE OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN ON THE FOLLOWING
“No. 1242. Request of the conference of organized labor to the Board to hold
hearings and to invite the Board of Education and city officials to answer why
the demands for better educational facilities have not been respected.”
~ Borough Hall, The Bronx, Third Avenue and Tremont Avenue, New York City,
March 29, 1917; 8:00 P. M. ,

Present—Alderman Robitzek, Chairman, Friedlander, McManus, Collins, Haubert,
Ferguson, Lagan, Dixson, Carroll, Members of Committee on General Welfare,

Chairman Robitzek—This is a meeting of the Committee on General Welfare,
for the purpose of considering a petition presented by the conference of organized
labor and others, to consider school facilities in the City of New York. Now, I
have asked the sergeant at arms to announce that those desiring to speak should
present their names to the clerk of the Committee, with their addresses, and those
representing an association should kindly motify the Clerk to that effect. _

Alderman Collins—I may say to the ladies and gentlemen present that this
Conumittce have agreed upon going around the entire city in order to avoid putting
the people to the trouble of going down to City Hall, and we are in this position,
that while we are ready to listen to complaints, we have to hear all sides to enlighten
us as to the conditions which we have been told exist in the public school system,
and we would be pleased to hear as many as possible.

The Chairman—We are going all over the City, so we want briefly to hear those
to-night interested in this subject who reside in The Bronx, because we will be in
Brooklyn and in Queens and in upper Manhattan and lower Manhattan and then go
to Erownsville and East New York.

We will first offer into the record for the benefit of the Committee the following
communications and briefs, which will be found in full at the close of the record:

Brief submitted by The Professional Elementary Teachers’ Association of the
City of New York in answer to statements made by those favoring the Lockwood-
Elle1bogen bill, 1173, at the hearing before the Committee on Affairs of the City
of New York, Thursday, March 15, 1917.

A petition signed by several hundred citizens and taxpayers of the school district
of Public School 52 of The Bronx in regard to and in opposition to the duplicate
school plan in that district.

_ommunication dated March 28, from the Public Educational Association of the
City of New York, in favor of the Gary plan.

Zommunication from the Mothers' Circle of Public School 52, The Bronx, with
a resolutton. :

“ommunication from the Industrial Conference of Organized Labor on Industrial
Edu:ation of the City of New York, signed by Peter J. Brady.

Communication from Mrs. J. J. Wolff.

Communication from the Gary School League of the City of New York, dated
Mar:h 27, 1917, signed by Mrs. Mary L. Arthur, with enclosures.

Communication from the Department of Education, Local School Board District
No. 39, Brooklyn, New York, signed by the Secretary of Local School No. 39.

(In addition to the above all communications addressed to the Committee will
be found in full at the end of the record.) _

Mrs. Mary L. Arthur—Pardon me, Mr. Chairman, don’t you think possibly 1t
wou' avoid some confusion if the time was allotted either for or against on each
side

Th: Chairman—For or against what?

Mrs. Arthur—For instance, there are many here to-night that object to school
matters in general. There are many others here that object, just as the Mothers of
Public School 52, in that communication, to the Gary system. There are others here, we
believe, that want to speak in favor of the Gary System.

Don’t you think it would avoid confusion if a certain amount of time was allotted
to each side and they just had to get their speakers in?

The Chairman—Now, if there is a division, and if there are a certain number
of people here in faver of a certain thing and a certain number of people here oppused
to a certain thing, that is one thing; but I take it this is an investigation of school
conditions generally, and you may be advocating the Gary system and others may
he alvocating in opposition to the Gary system, but there are other features of this
investigation that do not include the Gary system, so it would be rather difficult I
take it, and 1 have conculted my colleagues on this committee, but we will endeavor
to hear every one that will want an opportunity to be heard. Of course, we hope
there will be no repetition and we hope each speaker will be as brief as possible.

At the time of the hearing we held in City Hall some months ago it was found
impossible to give the time to the subject for full discussion that it deserved, because
we were then simply scratching the surface for the purpose of ascertaining whether
or mot there was real foundation for this investigation. We were convinced from
what was disclosed at that time that the hearing should go further.

Alderman Collins—I suggest that we take up general complaints against the
schoal system first. :

"“he Chairman—And then hear those in favor of the school system as it now
exist; later?

Alderman Collins—Yes.

The Chairman—-[ think that is a very good idea.

WM. Bird S. Coier—May I ask the Commission to copy into the record my remarks
before them on the learing upon which this hearing was granted, and such other
documents as 1 want to file?  This is a Bronx meeting and I do not care to interrupt
local alfairs,

"“he Chairman—Thcre is nothing you want to say at this time, Mr. Comptroller?

Mr. Bird S. Coler-—No, except to have permission to file this in the record.

““he Cliairman—Have we a copy of your remarks?

Mr. Bird S. Coler—I[ have given yon one, but 1 will file a more complete one.

Alderman Haubert—At the last hearing you filed a copy?

Mr. Bird S. Coler—Yes, but I want to get it formally in the record. When you
come to Brooklyn I will take up local matters there, so I do not want to talk about
Bronx matters.

Mr. William T. McCarthy—I suggest before the Comptroller goes it would be
enligitening for the people of the Bronx to hear the Comptroller's remarks, instead
of having them incorporated in the record. (Applause). We would all be glad to

hear,

Mr. Coler—The Committee will have a parents’ meeting up here, and T will be
very glad to come up to the Bronx and talk about the subject at the parents’ meet-
ing. I do not want to interfere with the Aldermanic Committee here at all, but I
will he at the Parents’ meeting, and I will be very glad to go into the subject then.

Mr. George W. Clark—My suggestion is this, that in view of the fact that the
Boroagh is divided into four local school districts, represented by local school boards,
it mizht be well if you could provide to have each of the boards report to vou as to
the conditions they find relative to schools in that district. As secretary of the
Schoal District 26, which takes in almost half of the Borough, I am prepared to file
our semi-annual report and elaborate on it if necessary and I think the other districts
should be heard in the same way.

The Chairman—I would be glad to hear you, Mr. Clark, as secretary of the Local
Board for that district. We would be glad to hear you briefly. Go right ahead.

Mr. Clark—At this time I would just like to call attention to the 26th District,
which takes in all of the Annexed District, and all north of Tremont Avenue, east of
the Concourse generally. We have reported as to the important features of the Dis-
trict 1s to congestion. There is serious congestion in P. S. 32, which should be imme-
diately relieved by hiring temporary quarters or by the erection of portable buildings.
Every class in this school is on the double shift. There are only 1699 sittings and
the ragister is 3786.

The Chairman—What school, is that 32?7 _

Mr. Clark—32. That is in 183rd Street. The number of children on part time
is 2751, About 1000 children in the first year are on a four hour day, but accord-
ing to the by-laws, this is full time. Relief is promised for this school by the erec-
tion of an addition and the construction of a new school at Crotona Avenue and 180th
Street, but it is evident that we cannot wait for these buildings, neither of which can
be re1dy in less than two years. i

In addition to the above we need the following schools:

A new school at 179th Street, somewhere near 3rd Avenue. .

At P. S. 13, Wakefield, or Williamsbridge, we need a new site and building.

The Board has several times recommended a school near 180th Street west of 3rd
Avenue. Such a school would naturally be expected to take care of the territory

Street, and between Webster Avenue and Third Avenue. We have never recom-
mended an addition to P. S. 41. The congestion is not in P. S. 41, but rather in P.
S. 13 and Williamsbridge. The new site should be located about half way between
P. S. 41 and P. S. 21, east of White Plains Avenue. It will be all right to spend a
small amount to duplicate the old school building No. P. S. 13 while we are waiting
for the new school building, but it must not be supposed that duplication will offer
a permanent solution of our problem without new buildings,

We also call particular attention to the fact that the opening of the new subway
system along White Plains Road will undoubtedly increase the congestion.

t Without adding further I would just like to file the report with your commit-
ge.

_ Mr. John F. Walsh—I am President of the Central Bronx Taxpayers Associa-
tion. I had not intended to speak on this question now, but I just want to make.
this suggestion: There is no question to my mind but that the dominating idea of
Eﬁns aud(ijencc tonight is to hear the so-called Wirt system or duplicate school system
iscussed.

The figures that the gentleman just submitted to you are universally admitted.
The conditions of the Bronx could not be any worse than they are, and there is no
need of singling out any section of it to say that it lacks school facilities. We
lack them so badly here that we don’t know what to do without them. That is a
matter absolutely and entirely of finance with the Board of Estimate and Appor-
tionment and the Board of Aldermen and with the people.

[ hold that it would be a wise thing tonight, subject of course to the gentlemen
here representing the city government, to hear what we here in the Bronx tonight
above and before all things else, and that is the question that is on the probe in
the Bronx, which is the new system that is going to be introduced or has been
introduced the acceptable condition? Let its advantages and disadvantages be shown
to us, because we gentlemen cannot afford to be looking for promises that will be
given to us in the future. We want something that will relieve us now. If the sys-
tem is capable of relieving our children we want it, not in the future, but tomorrow,
and the day after; but I take it for granted—simply a suggestion, Mr. Chairman—
that it is as you know, and everybody here knows that is intimate with school mat-
ters, there is hardly a section in the Bronx that can be m e any better by discus-
sion, because we know there are no school facilities any place in the Bronx. What
we want to know is, will our children under the proposed system that is coming to
us get the education that belongs to every American citizen to fit him for his future
life? (Applause).

Alderman Collins—Some of the members of the Committee are not familiar
with the conditions in the Bronx, I mean we are not from the Bronx, all the mem-
bers of this Committee. Now is it your opinion that the conditions in the Bronx are
bad in every locality? .

Mr. Walsh—It is hardly worth an answer. It could not be worse. (Applause).

It is a matter of figures. You can take the 700,000 population we have in the
Bronx, and take your school accommodations—and the residents of the Bronx have
never been very deep students of birth control (applause)—and you will find the evi-
dence in every block.

I came here tonight especially to represent the Central Bronx Taxpayers Associa-
tion who did me the honor, unfortunately for me and themsclves to make we Presi-
dent of their Association. My purpose really was to get schools, not to speak of a
system. It is the only activity that I take any part in since I became a resident of
the Bronx, some 3 years ago, whether it was advantageous to me or the Bronx I
won't be able to tell for some time yet, but I have taken part in the school activi-
ties. I made a fight immediately with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment
and the Comptroller to get a school up here, and I got it in last year’s budget for
179th Street and 3rd Avenue, but it was whipped over to Belmont, to the Southern
Boulevard district. I have been fighting for another, and I find that I have reached
the one that Mrs. Paul—who seems to be a very important factor in school work in
this town—promised us that we would get a smaller school and 1 was told they put
us down for 32 schools in this section. I am speaking of this because that is the
purpose that brought me here.

Those things are coming, but as Mr. Clark said to you, they are things that must
wait, for we cannot build schools. Unfortunately for us most of you have read the
tales of Alladin—we have no lamp that we can rub now that will give a school build-
ing just by rubbing the lamp, and we have got to wait, and if the system that is to
come to us can show its value, can show that it will give us such a measure of relief
as will make it possible to educate our children now, then in God’s name we must put
away from us any prejudices that we may have conceived against it. (Applause).

Personally I am not an advocate of the system. (Applause). My friends,
applause does not amount to anything, and we are here tonight for one of the most
serious purposes that it is possible to bring a gathering of citizens together for. Edu-
cation is, par excellence, the question of the hour. It is the birthright of every
American to be educated. The very moment he gets above either the fourth or
fifth grades, immediately he is fitted to give out a course of study and run a high
school, possibly a college.

There is not a society in this town of any kind, settlement workers, suffrage,
birth control, anything you please, the very moment they get organized, the first
thing they tackle instead of what they organized themselves for, is to better the
educational system of the school, and they are doing it with a vengeance. We want,
as | said, and it is a fortunate thing that the city government has taken this mat-
ter in hand—this is the first time within my memory of more than half a century
as a resident of this town of New York that it ever got the opportunity of coming
before the people. It is true that the condition has never before existed that exists
today. When I was a school officer, a school trustee, as quite a young man in this
City, we did not have presented to us the school problems that we have now. It
is a question with us now whether we are going to educate our children or leave
them uneducated, and I am speaking, when I did not intend to, because my purpose
was 1o find out what it was that was to be offered to us for our children and see to
it if T could find that there was anything in Nazareth and if I found anything good
in Nazareth, why I will come to Nazareth.

We have a condition gentlemen which means that under the condition it is utterly
impossible t7 educate our children. The only way by which we can solve that question
is by erecting schools for them. It must be apparent to every sensible man and woman
here hat the physical erection of the buildings will take two or three years, and
during those two or three years, even if the city government will give us a sufficient
sum of money to give us the number of schools adequate to meet the conditions to-
day, if the Board of Estimate would give in a bulk sum all the money needed for every
section of The Bronx to the City te build a school, it means that for three or four
or five years the inadequate school svstern that we have to-day must continue.

Then the question confronts us, is there a possible way of relieving that condi-
tion? If there is, let it be presented to us. I say, per se, I am opposed to the Gary
system so-called, and by-the-by, sure that is not the Gary system at all.

Mr. Lionel Sutro—I do not see why people should assail any system, pro or con,
without stating reasons why.

The Chairman—If you have different sentiments you will be heard.

Mr. Sutro—I haven't any sentiments at all, but simply as a point of information
is it a very wise thing to have a man say he is for or against a thing without stating
the reason why? Another point, I would like to know whether the Committee of the
Board of Aldermen are entitled to depart from what they set out to do? Are you
allowed to simply irivestigate the Gary system or must you investigate the entire
system? v ’

The Chairman—We are not sent out to investigate the Gary system, but to
investigate the general system of the City of New York.

Mr. Sutro—Then the gentlemen is talking out of order.
let him be confined to the Gary system.

Voices—No. No.

Mr. Sutro—Is there any motion before the House?

The Chairman—No.

Mr. Sutro—May I make a motion? Am I in proper order?

The Chairman—No. You have an opportunity to be heard. This is a public
hearing. You will be heard later if you have anything to say.

Mr. Sutro—I simply want to have it done in a parliamentary way.

The Chairman—We are trying to do that,

Mr. Sutro—I would like someone to talk about it to have something before the
Committee. .

; sl?}}ie Chairman—If you have anything to say, we will hear you, but let Mr. Walsh
ni rst.

If he wants to talk,
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Mr. Walsh—It shows the wonderful knowledge which my friend has just given
of matters of procedure of this kind when he wants a motion in a public discussion.

The Chairman—Let us not get into personalities,

Mr. Walsh—It is not personalities.

The Chairman—We are up here for a definite purpose. Let us dwell right on
the subjct and let us hear from you and from every other person here just what
you have in mind.

Mr. Walsh—Have I departed from it?

Alderman Collins—Continue, Alderman.

Mr. Walsh—I am intensely interested here, because the gentlemen who are
associated with me in the Central Bronx Taxpayers’ Association, those who were, some
of them, who considered the Taxpayers' Association too confined, changed it to the
Improvement Association of this City, of The Bronx here, to meet the very condition
we are confronted with to-day.

Now, I take it for granted, as I say, that a condition exists. We cannot get
away from that, and the condition that exists is that we lack school facilities for
our children. The only question coming after that is, is there a possibility of meeting
that concition? Is there a possibility of supplying that want to the children and giving
them the opportunity that is the birthright of not alone of every American, but of every
child tha: 1s born under God's sun to get an education to fit that child for the problems
of life. We are not in that condition to-day.

If this so-called Gary system, which I was going to say is not the Gary system
at all because institutions of that character were in vogue in Europe two centuries
ago, where the first commercial school of the kind, or institutional school or vocational
school or whatever brand of name you want to put to them, was invented by a
Frenchman named De LaSalle in 1684, and they have been steadily working from
that time to now—will this character of school save our children this time? )

I wil strive to make myself clear in two or three minutes because it is not fair
to take up the time, but as I said, I am at a disadvantage because I came here to
hear what advantage was to be presented and then give my views after.

I do know something about schools, if there is anything I have any knowledge
of at all, and I have but little knowledge at best of times, but I do know something
about schools. The mere matter of absorption from my connection with the
school cystem for more than 40 years since I was first appointed school
trustee i1 1880, should have given me some little knowledge of schools and I am
opposed to the so-called system that is going to come here, if it is going to interfere
with an education that will give the child the very essential three R's. (Applajuse.)
If there is anything that has been proven conclusively through the centuries it is the
value of the so-called three R's. If you do not implant in the mind of the young
child in its earlier vears the essential things on which education must be built up,
like building a house of sand, the house will crumble. If the duplicate system so-
called is going to menace the essentials of the three R’s I am opposed to it. If the
early education of the child gives him, for want of a better time the three R’s, and
they can learn hand in hand together the rest of it, then I am for the Gary system,
because [ am not a fool. . .

It promises to give relief for the time being. If it does give us the relief, half
a loaf is better than no bread and the fellow who will take half a loaf and remain
hungry until he reaches starvation deserves to be starved if he would not take it.

As 1 travelled around this Bronx since I came here during the last three years,
as [ was travelling to-day with one of my associates in the local association of which
I am the president, we were going around with one of the oldest German-American
citizens here, thoroughly acquainted with The Bronx, striving to find a suitable site
for a school and as we ran around we were confronted with conditions and as we
travelled the big centers around and saw the number of children there we commenced
to have an experience that taught us it was an unwisdom to oppose anything that
promises immediate relief from that condition. Now, then, I want this to go in,
that the association that has sent me here are quite opposed to the duplicate system,
but they are a body of sensible men. They are men who realize the condition that
confronts them. They are now prepared, because of having learned the possibilities
of immediate relief under the duplicate system that is purposed to be presented to
the people here that it will be an absolute good, and deeming themselves to be
ordinary sensible men, having an eye single to the good of the children of this
section, wishing to relieve the condition that exists now and to relieve it, not to wait
until the physical labor of putting up 10 or 20 or 30 buildings that are needed, which
is impossible if we wish to relieve the conditions under which we are living now—
then, inceed, we are perfectly willing to take anything and we will thank God for
anything and call it a blessing, give it what name you please, and call it what system
you wist, for we do not care whether it is Wirt or Gary, or anybody else, the one
thing thet we want is to educate the children,

Besides, Mr. Chairman, let me put this word in before I finish: Things are chang-
ing in America. We are living in an age that is an age of progress. We never
rest in America. We are in a constant state of progress. The education that fitted
the children of 30 years ago for the knotty problems of life is unequal to the task
of fitttinz them to-day. You must train the hand of the child, yes sir, but you must
also train the hand and mind and heart of the child if you want a full advantage.

The Chairman—There are a tremendous number of people here and I wish you
would be a little brief, because we have so many others.

Mr. Walsh—I am too long in business not to stop when I have enough, and
unfinished as it is, T will stop right now.

Alderman Collins—I desire to make a motion. I have glanced over these papers
and I find there are many speakers now and I move you that each speaker be limited
to five minutes.

Mr. William P. McCarthy—May I present before the vote is taken by the Com-
mittee this point: We have listened to a long harangue by the previous speaker,
and at least one speaker on the opposite side might be permitted to say something in
order that there would be a balance of argument.

The Chairman—The number of your speakers will probably make up for it.

(Motion of Alderman put and carried).

The Chairman—We will now hear from Mr, P. J. Brady, the petitioner.

. Mr. P. J. Brady—In behalf of the organization that presented that petition to the
Poard ¢ Aldermen which brought this Committee here this evening I desire to say
this, bet1 to the membership of your Committee here and to the people who have
come to appear before your Committee to present to them the conditions which exist
in the B-onx schools and also suggestions they have for bringing about relief:

That organized labor itself is not opposed to the Gary system, the Gary system
as we nderstand it. The only particular point that we have made in reference to
opposition to any operation of the Gary system was the industrial education schemes
that goes with the Gary system. We have requested from the Board of Education
and from the Board of Estimate that when the courses of study were being adopted
in connection with the Gary scheme of education or any other scheme of education
that advisory committee of the Board in which they inteend to give instruction be
composed ot an equal number of employers and an equal number of employees who
may sit down with the educator and between the five or six or seven of them, as the
case may be, they should work out a course of study that would be really practical
arfld }?f real value to the children in the schools of the Bronx as well as other parts
of the City.

The Aldermanic Committee will agree and so will the people in the schools that
they haven't any desire to have children receive any industrial instruction which will
not be of value when they leave the schools and go out to look for a job and take
their place in our industrial commercial life and it is with the knowledge that that
instruction is not what it should be that we appealed first to the Board of Education
for consideration of this matter, second to the Board of Estimate and third to the
Mayor, und having got no relief we then came to the aldermen and asked that your
Committze might investigate into this question to find out whether the many com-
plaints enumerated in the petition were justified or not and if the facts as they
actually exist in the schools bore out the complaints that we enumerate in that peti-
tion and also the recommendations which we ask for relief.

Whet I ask for on behalf of organized labor and of the working people generally
who seni peoeple to school in New York and in the Bronx, but particularly in the
Bronx which at the present time seems to be the hotbed of Gary, pro-Gary and
anti-Gar7 systems, and I assure your Committee you will hear tonight very intense
argument for and against, but that is not what I had in mind before presenting the
petition. What I had in mind is this, in getting for the children that attend the

public schools of the City of New York the best system of education it was possible,

for them. to give them. Tl_la_t is the reason we presented the petition and it makes
no difference to us who originated the scheme, what particular lqbel it bears, if we
are going to get a good system we want your Aldermanic Committee to recommend

it so that the Board of Education itself, which was so lax, will have a recommen-
dation from a Committee representing the people through the Board of Aldermen ang
1 wuirt to say frankly to you this: That if the Board of Education itself had taken
the same pains that your Aldermanic Committee is now taking, to go into the mat-
ter anu get into direct touch with the people who send children to schools by hold-
ing these meetings in the boroughs of New York, or by inviting the people down-
tewn, if necessary, that petition would not be presented by organized labor and if
they had given any suggestion of hearing suggestions from people who are on the
job, even if they do lack a little of the intelligence they are supposed to have in order
to be appointed to the Board of Education, then these suggestions would come from
the parents of the school children, from the mechanics really on the job and turn-
ing out the finished article.

I ask your committee after you hear the petitions and suggestions made by the
people of the Bronx tonight that in addition to that you agree to visit the schools
in the Bronx, to look into this duplicate system and that you find out for yourself
just how many overcrowded classes there are in the Bronx. The normal number of
childien should be 35 to any one teacher. I want you all to go down to Mr. Clark’s
school, No. 32, and in that school I understand there are 36 classes with over 50
children, at least 35. There are over 25 classes with 45 to 49 children, over 10 with
40 to 44 children and there are no classes under 40. Now, if the normal number for
any teacher to take care of is 55, and that is only one school in the Bronx—

Alderman Haubert—By what authority do you say that?

Mr. Brady—I am prepared to show that by the District School Superintendent.

Alderman Haubert—By what rule or regulation?

Mr. Brady—That exists in the Bronx.

Alderman Haubert—I mean what rule or regulation?

M. Brady—The 35?7

Alderman Haubert—The limit,

Mr. Brady—That is placed by educators and I understand by the Board of Edu-
cation itself.

Alderman Haubert—There is no rule, is there?

Mr. Brady—No rule I know of.

The Chairman—The Alderman who wanted to know if there was such a rule.

Mr. Brady—There is no law. It is a custom that has grown up inside of the
school system from the point of the teachers themselves, who know the normal of
children which they can handle in an intelligent practical way, and that have been
assigned to them. The teachers own opinions are they cannot handle more than 35
and give to those children that for which they come to school—

Alderman Haubert—By the Executive Rule they are forced to teach more.

Mr. Brady—They are forced to teach or leave the system, but the point I want
to make in connection with that system is this, that if a teacher has, in what is
posed to be time for 35 children, 50 or more to take care of, she cannot give the
individual attention to those children to- properly develop their minds to be thor-
oughly versed in the three R’s and other things, so the children will leave school
possibly with a smattering of knowledge; and the development they came to school
to get 1s more clearly defined and more clearly given in practical use, and the point is
that I want to make is that when those children go out to get jobs in industries, that
is when that school system’s faults show, if they have not been properly taken care
of, and in a great many instances, parents of children think the children are stupid
and tf?atlthey are not intelligent enough to absorb the education supposed to be given
in schools,

I am getting away from the question, but the point I want to make is this: I
am asking your Aldermanic Committee to see for themselves the actual conditions
existing in the Bronx schools as well as those in other schools throughout the City,
to visit these schools either in the afternoon or in the morning, and to look particu-
larly into the industrial scheme of Gary, to look around for playground facilities pro-
vided for children at these schools and to find out what steps are taken to care
for the children when they are not in the classroom.

_ The Chairman—Helen D. Koeblisch, President of the Children’s Welfare Com-
mittee.

Helen D. Koeblisch—There has been almost everything said that ought to be
said, but [ say when we have the Gary system let us have it the way it really is,
not the way it is in some schools as they begin now. Now, we have in the schools
now too few to put the Gary system in. We have to have new schools altogether,
which we need very badly here in the Bronx, and I think all the other things are
said that I wanted to say and it is no use to repeat anything more. Thank you.

The Chairman—Mrs. J. J. Wolff, of the Mothers” Club of Public School 39, of
the Bronx.

Nirs. J. J. Wolff—I have a written report.

The Chairman—Thanks. The written report I want to have on the record. Just
give us the points of it within five minutes and anyone else who has written reports,
after the five minutes limit is up, we will receive everything, and I personally assure
you that I will read everything contained in the written reports.

Mrs. Wolff—Gentlemen of the Board of Aldermen, Mr. Chairman. Ladies and
Geatlemen present: I represent the Mothers’ Club of Public School 39 in the Bronx.
For the past 7 or 8 years we had the record of endeavoring to secure the establish-
ment of proper school {acilities for tie proper education of our children both from
the Board of Education and from the city officials, and during that time the con-
gestion was so great in our neighborhood it was necessary for us to hold a mass
meeting in 1911 to show cause to the Hon. late Mayor Gaynor, Dr. Maxwell and the
Board of Estimate, why additions should be built and why there was need of more
school houses to be built to meet the increased population which had increased the
school population and it was then that our club recommended the buying of school
sites and the erection of new school buildings.

Since then our addition to 39 has been built, the new school at P. S, 52, and P.
S. 48, and Dbesides we received relief by hired annexes and portable buildings. Some
of the portable buildings housing our children were a disgrace to the City of New
York. Liberal support of education is the foundation on which the City builds.

How many citizens pay the taxes which yields the millions into the City Treasury
appropriated yearly for the schools are qualified by knowledge of the facts whether
the money is wisely expended or not? ~

For years the school system has been the subject of contention, as you all know,
and in my report I go on to state what our children need, and that we, in my opinion,
are working for the best interests of our children, and we do not believe in the part
time situation, or in the Gary system, or the double session, or any other plan coming
into our schools, and that was made the chief consideration, the welfare of the
children. I believe economy was made the main point. We really do object to party,
personal, or foundation influences in our schools, and we believe that these hearings
which we, through various organizations of the City with whom our club has affiliated,
fought for, should hear only parents, parents who want to show to your Board the
conditions as they exist in the schools to-day, and we really think the other side
should be heard some other time, because these sessions here are for parents who
wish to recite their grievances, in other words. .

Why do we need the Rockefeller Foundation to the government of our City to
shape the education of the youth of this country? Why do we need society women
who have no children in our public schools, including the Committee of One Hundred
who appointed themselves a committee at the open hearing of the Board of Education,
or agencies such as the Women’s Municipal League, to foster the Gary plan or the
double session plan or the Wirt plan; or whatever name you give it.

Why do we need the advice of these ladies to tell us that they will work on this
%qigmitt?ee to create public opinion without due regard to the parents of our school
children

We protest against the influences of outside agencies in our schools,

We protest against the enforcement of the double session plan for which many of
our schools are not adequately equipped.

We protest against the drawing of sectarian lines in our schools, and stand
opposed to have religion brought into the schools. '

And here I might say in Public School 39 we had trouble only the other day,
when sectarian lines were drawn by a teacher in a school against a parent, or I might
say against a Rabbi who came to the school on graduation day, who came before the
parents and gave them advice, and we want that omitted, and we want no Gary system,
I will leave with you the report of what the teacher said and what the mother had
been told by one of the trustees in the school, and I think it is about time that parents
took part. We stand for more new school buildings and more high schools and
better facilities, and we stand opposed to the Gary plan about to be introduced into
Public School 39, until the other 12 schools have tried the plan sufficiently to prove
the success of it.
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 The Chairman—Mr. F. E. Donlon, of Public School 39, representing the teachers
in regard to the complaints made by the Parents’ Association.

. Mr. H. E. Donlon—The parents of this Association have been very active in find-
ing' fault. Doctor Dwyer and persons who are in a position to judge, say that our
school is an A-1 school, and it has been said on many occasions to be the best in
The Bronx and Manhattan. It is an injustice to have the statements made concerning
Public School 39, that have been made and that are without foundation, for we have
been reported as going down, that our school has been going down gradually. I can-
no- see how it has been going down when we placed more girls in the Hunter College
thzn ever before, and our school has the highest standing in all the districts and is
marked A-1 by the Board of Education, by persons in a position to judge us, so I
take umbrage at the reflection being thrown at every member of the school. Qur
sctool is in just as good condition as it ever was.

The Chairman—Mrs. E. Muhlfeld.

Mrs. E. Muhlfeld—I am not in favor of nor against anything, My children all
attended School 44, and the children who have been graduated from that school at
Prospect Avenue and 176th Street years ago have had good records, and have had
gond records in High School, but since we have had the new system a year ago, I
car ot say what system it is—it is not the duplicate plan; it might be called a duplicate
plan; it is not the Gary plan, nor is it a part time plan, it is just the principal trying
his very best with the assistance of efficient teachers to install the best system he can
do to accommodate the crowd of children.

We have Superintendent Taylor's record of the school being built for 1,854 seating
capacity. The register to-day 1s 2916. By letting all the children have a seat, and
then by crowding 400 children in the auditorium, and then by crowding the playground
to the full, when they put 300 in there it is very crowded, with very bad air condi-
tions—of course, the school authorities have nothing to do with that, that is the
condition—they can house about 2,500 or 2,600, leaving a balance of 300 that cannot
be accommodated in the school. That is under the duplicate plan, if it is called the
duplicate plan, and 300 would be barred from the school, but of course, we cannot bar
children, so they are brought in, consequently the children are given enough time in
the auditorium and enough time in the other activities to accommodate the crowd.

That simply is the condition existing there, because I know there are 300 there of
overflow and I also know that they cannot have a duplicate plan. A year ago we sent
out complaint to Mr. Willcox, also to the Board of Trade in The Bronx. We sent
letters to all the newspapers. The Board of Trade unfortunately laid it on the table
to zive the new Gary plan a chance.

Whenever any one advocates the Gary plan I point out that Public School 45 has
every provision of the Gary plan, but it has been said the City cannot afford to give
every school the conditions they have in Public School 45, It would be much more
expensive to put a Gary school than to put a plain, ordinary school house.

I am here now because I have been out hunting for taxpayers to try and see
if [ could not force, almost, the Board of Education to house our overflow children
between Public School 6 and Public School 44. It is not a case of system, and I
see so many people from Public School 45 here to-night. They can tell you, I am
sure, the very best qualities of that school. I would not try to say anything against
it, and principally against its principal, because he has been a man that has helped
pecple out of his own pocket, and certainly he is in the right place when he is principal
of that school, but at the same time the City could not give the other schools those
accommodations.

We have a book written by Doctor Taylor. I see Doctor Taylor here to-night.
We are not antagonistic to any one, We are simply here for the children.

The thing is to find out what room there is in the building and then to develop
it on that particular line. Now, with the school systems we have we cannot do that,
because the room in one building is good for one thing and in some other school it
is good for something else. How on earth could you, even in Public School 44, find
rocm if you have not the room? Or how on earth could you find the same thing in
Pu>lic School 457  We really have no system. We have just got what we have got.

The Chairman—Mrs. William E. Lichtenberg.

Mrs. W. E. Lichtenberg—Mrs. Muhlield has elaborated everything I had to say
anc I will send you this statement by mail. There is no use for any repetition.

The Chairman—That is very good. Everything you send on will appear in the
record. .

Mrs. Lichtenberg—I will give you authentic figures.

The Chairman—Mrs. Thomas A. Hand, Local School Board 26.

Mr, Clark—Mrs. Hand merely wished her appearance noted.

The Chairman—Mr. William P. Mulligan, Civic Center Committee,

Mr. William P. Mulligan—Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: I have quite
an interest in this subject, but I am going to discuss it chiefly from the point of lack
of school facilities in The Bronx.

I some years ago had some active eonnection as a member of the faculty of the
institutions in Greater New York, and before passing to the question of the lack of
fac lities in The Bronx, I want to say this, that the president of that institution, who
is roted a doctor of revered memory, had one particular thing with reference to that
institution, and if I mention the name of the institution some of you gentlemen will
kncw the standing of the institution; it is the Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute, and his
moto was “No fads.”

Now, what the Gary system is, or the way it is, or what it will accomplish, or
what good it will do, or what harm it will do, I am not prepared to discuss. That is
something that has been worked into the educational system since I took an active
interest in educational matters. I, however, take a very keen interest in this question
novs, because of heing the father of six children. Those children are dependent
upcn facilities afforded by this City of New York. Now, I have two girls down in
Hunter High School. I do not believe the Gary system has yet been introduced there.
I d» not think it has any chance of introduction, but from my observation I want to
say that the system that is in vogue there can hardly be improved upon. (Applause.)
From my former connection with the Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute I want to pay
my compliments to the Hunter High School.

Now, gentlemen, we in The Bronx are sadly in need of High School facilities.
1 know many pupils who have graduated here in The Bronx from the common schools,
parschial schools and other schools, have been unable to have the facility for education
in High Schools in The Bronx. Many of them are unable to attend the High Schools
tha are here, because these schools are overcrowded. They go down to Washington
Irv ng, Stuyvesant, and to other schools down in Manhattan, and I am told that a
census was taken in one of the branches in Hunter High School in Manhattan not long
ago to show the place of residence of the different young ladies who attended there and
it was found that 90 per cent. in that school came from The Bronx.

Now, those girls have to go down in the early morning. They go down in the
rush hours, and it is not only a terrible inconvenience, but it is a positive hardship for
young girls at the tender ages at which they are attending those schools to go through
the crowded rush of those hours in the morning when they have to go to get down to
those schools down town, and I say it is a crying shame and a reflection upon the
authorities who have the power to provide proper facilities for The Bronx. (Applause.)

[ do not know the merits of these industrial features, but if there are merits to
them then The Bronx should have the advantages of those.industrial features in their
High Schools. and there is no high school—this section here, for example, pupils from
Tremont section, must either go to Westchester, to Evander Childs’ High School, or
dovn to Morris High School, which is now overcrowded and unable to accommodate
the number of pupils that are applying there, or else go to Manhattan, Why shouldn't
we here in this particular section, and living in this particular section, and speaking
for this particular section, 1 ask why shouldn't we have a High School in Tremont?

That is the idea I have in mind and want to impress upon you gentlemen,

The Chairman—Mr. L. Sutro, Committee of Education of the Chamber of Cem-
merce of the State of New York,

Mr. Lionel Sutro—I have been listening with a great deal of interest fo what has
been said, but T came up here for one purpose, and that purpose I find has not been
touched upon as yet, though it is half-past nine, and I have not heard from anybody
whet the Gary system is. [ have heard insinuations and innuendoes and all sorts of
veiled attacks cn that system, -

Alderman Collins—This is no meeting to discuss the Gary system.

Alderman Haubert—What have vou got to say about it?

Mr. Sutro—Nothing at al!. 1 want to ask you as a member of the Chamber
of Commerce and of the Committee on Education of that Chamber of Commerce
that somebody be heard to discuss that system. 1 ask that as a right, as a citizen, and
as 4 member of the Chamber of Commerce.

The Chairman—Do you want to speak on it yourself?

Mr. Sutro—No I want somcbody called who does know something.

Alderman Collins—This meeting was not called for that system.

Mr. Sutro—Apparently it was, from the insinuations made against that system.

Alderman Collins—Do you live in the Bronx?

Mr. Sutro—I desire to know something about it.

The Chairman—Alderman Collins wants to know do you reside in the Bronx?

Mr. Sutro—I do not, but the Chamber of Commerce covers the entire State of
New York.

Alderman Collins—We want to hear from some peoeple in the Bronx who know
the conditions in the Bronx.

The Chairman—Mr. William P. McCarthy, Division of Public Schools No. 12.
Do you represent an association?

Mr. William P. McCarthy—I represent the Board of Education.

The Chairman—Yes. Go ahead.

Mr. Sutro—I would like to rise to a point of information, whether the Board
of Education covers any larger division than the Chamber of Commerce of the State
of New York?

The Chairman—Let us start right on it.

Mr. Sutro—I tell you I have. §

The Chairman—Let us understand each other right now.

Mr. Sutro—Yes.

The Chairman—I asked you to speak. You said that you had nothing to speak
upen.

Mr. Sutro—You asked whether I lived in the Bronx and I answered that the
Chamber of Commeerce covers the State of New York.

Alderman Collins—Do you want to speak on it?

Mr. Sutro—I do not want to speak. I do want to hear from some one who does
know about this system.

Alderman Collins—We want some one to speak on the conditions in the Bronx.

Mr. William P. McCarthy—I was very much interested in the statements made
by Alderman Walsh earlier in the evening, because in my judgment it summarizes
everything that could be said about school conditions in the Bronx, all the unhappy
conditions he, referred to as existing, and the Board of Education is making every
effort and has made in the past every effort to cure those conditions.

Reference is made to the duplicate school system. It is a matter of common
knowledge that it is impossible, as Mr. Walsh stated earlier, it is an absolute impos-
sibility to provide buildings which would cure the conditions which exist at the present
time. In order that that might be done, as well as to give the children the benefit
of a broader, a better education than before, the duplicate school system has been
introduced.

The duplicate school system provides 40 per cent. more capacity in each school
than it could under a single sitting system. A school which could accommodate 1,800
with a single sitting can accommodate 2500 with the duplicate session, giving them all
the time they had and more for the essentials. In other words, they have 210 min-
utes a day—

Voices—No, no, no.

Mr. McCarthy—The duplicate school system gives 210 minutes a day to arithmetic,
English, history and geography, and so far as I have been able to inspect the course
of study provided by the New York public schools, under no circumstances were
more than 80 minutes a week given to those same subjects, giving, therefore, 250
minutes a week more on those essentials.

Voices—No, no, no. .

Mr. McCarthy—In order to answer the point, if I may be permitted, of the
clamor, there are 350 minute periods a day now for academic instruction, and one
60 minute period a day, and these 210 minutes are given entirely to English arithme-
tic, history and geography, and all the other time, that is 250 minute periods out of
a possible 1850,

Voices—They don't get it.

Mr. McCarthy—All the rest of the time is given to activities; 100 a day, and 50
to playing or auditorium time.

Voices—No, no, no.

Mr. McCarthy—The reference to the curing of the conditions as regards the erec-
tion of schools: The Board of Education is planning to erect a number of school
buildings in this Borough. It has erected during the past 10 years 15 large build-
ings; public schools 42, 43, 45, 46, 47, 48, 50, 51, 52, 53, 55, and 56 and 57 is now in
the course of construction. Here are 15 new buildings erected during the past 10
vears.. These 15 buildings would house ordinarily about 30,000. The growth of the
population has been so great that it has been impossible to provide the funds neces-
sary to erect more buildings in the Bronx.

It was stated here that conditions in the Bronx are worse, possibly, and I assure
you that 57 per cent. of the part titme children, double session children, of the City of
New York, are confined to Brooklyn, and only 21 per cent. of the part time children
are confined to the Bronx; 54 per cent. of the register of the Brooklyn children are
part time, and 15 per cent. of the register of the Bronx children are on part time.
I am stating to you the facts which are of record and can be obtained through
searching the records of the Board of Education.

The duplicate system has cured truancy.

Voices—Oh, oh, oh. (Hisses.)

Mr. McCarthy—I expected to hear that. The records of the Board of Education
show that.

The Chairman—We have to have order,

A Voice—Let somebody talk who knows something, please.

The Chairman—We will give absolute attention. We are here for a purpose.

Alderman Collins—Unless we can get order a motion will be made to adjourn
and the hearing will be put over to some other time, but let us get down to some facts,
This gentleman is giving us some facts and we listened to everybody. Let us now
give him the same fair consideration we gave you people.

Mr. McCarthy—The statements i have made are statements based on the records
of the Board of Education.

They stated to let somebocy talk who knows. I have been a principal in the
Bronx schools for 20 years, principal of four different schools in the Bronx. I have
had 30,000 pupils in the Bronx under my personal supervision, 500 teachers under my
personal supervision, I graduated several thousand boys and girls in the Bronx,
and [ think I can speak from knowledge of conditions. There are 200 of my grad-
uates who are teaecgers today in the public schools of the City of New York. There
are 10 pupils of mine who are principals in the City of New York City today. I
think that when I do speak I speak authoritatively.

With regard to the various activities which it has been proposed to introduce in
the schools, may I say in every case where the Board of Education contemplates a
duplication, that we consult as to the character of the industrial instruction desired,
and in many cases where complaints are made we draw it to their attention and ask
them to revise their judgment?

The Chairman—Mrs. P. F. Frost, President of the Mothers’ Council.

A Voice—Do you live in the Bronx?

Mrs. Arthur—] protest. I ask as a representative of the Gary School League
that Mrs. Frost be granted respect and attention by everyone here.

The Chairman—She shall be given attention.

Mr. Sutro—I would like to know why I was asked if I lived in the Bronx.

5 Alderman Collins—I asked you that in order to determine the facts in the
ronx.

Mr. Sutro—Ask this lady the same thing.

Alderman Collins—I think she will tell us.
| Mr. Sutro—I was asked that question, and I have the same privilege as anybody
else.

Alderman Collins—I asked you whether you lived in the Bronx.

Mr. Sutro—You asked me whether I lived in the Bronx, and I would like the
same question asked her, and I would like to know what bearing that has on the
matter. I think as a citizen I have that right.

The Chairman—You were asked if you had anything to speak about and you
said you had nothing to say. .

Mr. Sutro—I came up here to hear people say something on that question, and
I do not see why I should be treated any different than anybody else. I protest.

Mrs. Frost—I have lived for many years in the Bronx and I know a great deal
about Bronx conditions, °

Alderman Collins—That is enough. _ _

Mrs. Frost—I represent the Mothers’ Council of Public Schools of the City of
New York and, gentlemen, the hard part, and ladies, too, for me tonight is to not
represent all the schools, because our officers come from Evergreen, Long Island, the
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end of the City Line; and Little Neck, Long Island, the end of the City Line, and
from the end of the City Line in the Bronx, east and west, and gentlemen, from
the reports that we have heard we have tried, like in the war troubles, to be neutral,
and 1 went to say to you as President, it is a great thing. If you think there is any
fun in i, try it yourself, to be neutral. Now, we are to have an opportunity to
speak to you, and I want to say whatever I have to say, and I am only sorry I have

not more time.

I live three blocks from the Bronx line at Mount Vernon, and we expect to b
taken in. 1 regret I have only five minutes because 1 have this report of the Bronx
conditions of the schools, that I have put in several whole days at visiting, and I
have not only been doing that for the Bronx, but I could speak for Manhattan right off
the reel riow, and for Brooklyn, Long Island and Queens and Staten Island of the con-
ditions in those places, but T will say I have visited within the last week four schools
in the Bronx, three having the Gary plan, and the other not quite having the Gary
plan, having something. ' 3

I would like to report to you the conditions of the schools whgch I have visited
from a fair standpoint. 1 do not care anything about the name of it, but as a repre-
sentative of the parents I want to call your attention to the conditions in the Bronx,
and if they can e relieved we will welcome such relief. ‘

I describe the conditions in this report, which will take 10 minutes to read, but
I can tell you what the conditions are as I found them, in the auditorium, in the
playgrounds, for the teachers and everything else, but I want to say that I do know
a little a>out School 45. I respect that man who heads that school wonderfully, bu,t
[ want to say that I visited that school all onc day. Some one here says they don't
know how much it cost. Well, T will tell you, just tell you about that, because you
want to know, gentlemen, and $750,000 have been expended since the first day of Jan-
uary, 1915, on Public School 45. (Applause.) _ _ o

Please do not interrupt. I do not care for interruptions or applause. This is
real business. . o

The annex, I know, one field that they have to deal w1§h, has old school faml1t1es
and a very large playground. [ want to say that the man in charge of that is pret}gy
well equipped in some ways, but a good deal of his equipment never came fr()m.t e
Board of Education. It has come from the hands of his own pupils and the way he
does as well as he does it is wondcrful,dbut he };qs a ;ilayground where he can turn

out while a thousand more do something else.

: thg}josv?/.l (é’emlemen, in the sense that I have visited, and I can name them off to 1ypu,
when the principals take me in to show me the rooms, the commercial rooms, nothing
in them: the teachers’ rooms, typewriting rooms, nothing in them, and they all say,
bye and Hye I am expecting these things and it has been two years and over, an]d this
one building is not completed, at $750,000 expense to the typewriters. So, gentlemen,
I do not even want five minutes, I only want to say that. my appearance here 1_s.f0r
the Mothers' Council of Public Schools, and under the circumstances and conditions
which w: find for the pupils and the teachers we find they have been neglected, be-
cause what do we find> To-day we find business men and even sweat shops giving
better conditions for efficiency than the teachers get in any school. T am not speaking
for the Bronx alone. In no school do I find a recess room for the teacher, a place
where they can have in this system to spend t}letr rest periods.

The Chairman—The Reverend Doctor Clifton Harby Levy,

Alderman Friedlander—May I ask, is the previous speaker

Mrs. Frost—I did not think we had to state. _

Alderman Friedlander—I am only asking that question.
gather from what you said that you did favor it.
~ Mrs. Frost—No. _ .

Alderman Friedlander—I favor it, yes, sir.

Mrs. Frost—I favor it, yes, sir.

Alderman Friedlander—That is all I want to know. .

Dr. _lifton Harby Levy—Ladies and gentlemen, I'am only going to tqke a mo-
ment. 1 have been working for eight years with children and the one thing” which
I have zt heart is the interest of the child. T have felt, with many of the other
speakers, that we in the Bronx are terribly neglected. I know that from 1900 to 1910
the increase in population was 116 per cent. and the Board of Education coul?‘ not
keep up with that increase, but when Mr. Wirt §xplgmed the system of the dup 1cat§
plan it scemed to me that it was logical and that 1t might be made efficient. It secmef
to me that if any man came to me with a plant which represented an investment o
millions and said I can show you how you can utilize that plant, not only once a day
and but once a day and 40 per cent, more per daéy, \llVlthOUt injury to those who are

ing to be reached, that that ought to be a good plan. o _

80 %have followed up the work as carefully as I could, getting it from two sides,
watching the introduction of that plan into the schools and watching the schools 'Ehat
came under my view through the examination of the papers of the pupils to see whaé
if any results were shown, We have not had enough time to find out from the secon

method, but [ have found this, that many public school teachers have been cpnverted.
Those w10 were opposed to the so-called Gary plan have been convprted to it. They
are in a Jetter position to understand whether they are giving the right service to the
children, T think, than any parent can be, for this reason: They have devoted their
flives to that work of education. I believe, taken as a body, we have a most wonder-
fully seli-sacrificing and conscientious set of men and women m our public §clt1)ool
teachers (applause), and if they did not fecl that they were getting the very es;
possible results from that, there would be a tremendous protest from every one 0

them, bu: I have talked with any number of teachers and principals and I have found
that those who have started with prejudice against it, they come out in favor of it.
That is one side of the case.

But, now, from a practical standpoint, gentlemen, you know very well that we
now have, for instance, under existing conditions many plants that have been forcgd
to work overtime. They have put two shifts or three shifts of men in them. We
have been told by one of the ex-Aldermen here that we cannot meet the COll(llltIOI‘lS
and vou know that we cannot get schools fast enough to meet the number of children
that are growing up all around us and coming up here. We are going to have worse
conditiors over on the west side in a year or two. What are we going to do to utilize
that plant as much as we can?

If the Gary system does not suit us, if we find we do not get the very best re-
sults out of it, we will modify it and the one thing that commends itself in that
duplicate plan 1s that it is wonderfully elastic. Mr. Wirt once said, and I heard him
when he first explained it, he said you can have any school that you determine—
you meaiing your educational authorities or your parents—any kind of a school that
vou mak: up your mind that you want. That is far better than the old system where
we had to have a hard and fast system under which, 1 am sorry to say, with all the
conscientious work of our teachers I was very often disheaterned when I read the
examination papers of my children and saw how badly they spelled and how miserable
the composition was.

The Chairman—Max F. Wolff, representing the Chamber of Commerce, files a
brief. I do not know whether you want to be heard myself.

Mr. Max F, Wolffi—Mr. Chairman, members of the Board of Aldermen and
ladies and gentlemen, I believe, as Chairman of the Educational Committee of the
Bronx Chamber of Commerce and as a member of the Children’s Welfare Committee
of Brom: County, [ have investigated the schools and the conditions in those schools
iin tlhis lc)(]sunt_v for the last three years that I have the right to say I never found them

eplorable.

[ ani proud to say that the Bronx Chamber of Commerce is the first and only
civic body of this county that has gone on record as strenuously opposed to the Gary
system cf vocational training, (Applause.)

We have men in our Chamber of Commerce who are responsible business men
who have to deal with graduates when they leave the public school and those business
men hav: found that the three R's are always neglected in the present education.

_ Mr. Chairman, [ want to draw your attention to the fact that The City of New
York at the present time has a most extensive school system of any city in the
United States. I have the figures from Boston, Philadelphia, from Chicago, from
Baltimore, and from San Francisco, and I can prove to you that the principal alctivity
of the elucational expense in New York City is by far above any other city in the
United States. By adoption of the Chicago plan of education The City of New York
would save nine million dollars annually. By adoption of the Baltimore plan of edu-
cation The City of New York would save twentv-two million dollars annually, By
adoption of the San Francisco plan The City of New York would save annually and
by the aloption of other plans we would save annually.

Now why should we in New York City, vith our high taxes, look out for experi-

of Tremont Temple.
for the Gary system?

Do you favor it? 1

ments instead of profiting by the systems adopted in other cities of the Union?
(Applause.)

Mr. Chairman, I believe that if you look over the school conditions in Boston
and if you find that the school budget of Boston includes military training, includes
all of the vocational training, includes teachers’ pensions and pensions to jar;itors and
attendance officers and so forth, and yet per capita is lower than New York City
then you will admit that the school administration of New York City is wasteful
and extravagant and under the power of one man and one map only. (Applause.)
Mr. Chairman, [ believe that the first thing to do is to appeal to the State Legislature
for a State investigation of the public school system of The City of New York
(Applause.) Mr. Chairman, I can tell you that Governor Whitman has assured me
by letter that he will sign any resolution introduced by the New York Legislature
Whlcll\]f brig}{lgs about fr; i]nvestigation of our public school system.

Mr. Chairman, I believe that all the other conditions are contained ; jef
which I have filed. The school budget of Boston is per capita lower, as 1Inhtal;(:e t;erl]iiit
There they have elementary schools in the evening, common schools officers’ pensions,
department of salesmanship, department of training, ’
thouiingedtl)(l)lglis Of‘;ir fg})ed Is\re?:,ic: Otr}ﬁrlj;'l-(‘gﬁfot t?)r:)(tllsgr?((li (;\(I)%ails‘cfg?);lélﬁooalnnually thirty

) supplies, one
hundred anq fifty thousand dollars for furniture, you will agree with me that we are
wasting the money of the taxpayers.
~ The Chairman—We will next hear from Mr. Joseph S. Taylor, District Super-
intendent of School 25,

Mr. Joseph Taylor—Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: I am representing the 25th
and 26th Districts, of which I have supervision in the Borough of The Bronx. These
schools contain 60,000 children—the largest district in the City of New York,

In 1905, when the first duplicate school was started, the register of my schools
was 52300. At present it is 58,400, an increase in two years of 6,100; percentage of
ncrease, 11,

The part time in 1915, when we started with this reorganization, was 13,900, The
part time at present is 5.900; decrease in part time, 8,000; per cent, of decrease, 57.

In other words, while the population has increased 11.000 the part time has de-
creased 57 per cent. through the duplication of these schools. During this same time
two new schools have been opened with a capacity under the old plan of 3,600; deduct-
ng this 3600 from the 6,100 increase of children in the two years, it leaves us a
net mcrease over and above the provision that has been made through two new school
bml@mgs that had nothing to do with the duplicate system—a net increase of 2,500.

The situation is this: We had a net increase of 2,500 in two years and [ have
decreased the part time hy 8,000 in these two ‘years. '

The total part time on the old plan to-day, if we had not duplicatfon of schools,
would be 18900. The number of schools required to take care of that population
would be 10, and those schools would cost five million dollars. In other words, we
have done with one million dollars by duplicating the school what it would have cost
five million dollars to do under the old plan.

As a business proposition that is exactly what has been done and I would like
to correct my friend Mrs. Frost's figures about the proportion for school 45. She
got the thing a little mixed. $750.000 were appropriated for the entire 12 schools
that were to be reorganized in my district, and those $730,000 made provision for ad-
ditions to each building, a number of class rooms, a number of shops, an auditorium,
a swimming pool and eight or ten class rooms apiece. Those additions have not as
yet been built. (Laughter).

[ am perfectly willing to admit that because I can prove an alibi. It is a fact
we have had the money for nearly two years and they have not been built. You
can find out yourself just what has intervened. The schools that are receiving these
annexes contain a register of 10,000, As soon as we have these additions we shall
practically wipe out all the part time in my district, with a total appropriation of about a
million dollars. :

The exact figures are: In 1915, $750,000: in 1916, $695,100 additional, but that
includes a new school, which cost nearly $500,000, which is to be erected at 180th Street
and Crotona Avenue. ' .

Now, a word as to the educational feature of this duplication. The 11 schools
that are now operating on the duplicate plan contain a school population of 30,000
children, Here are some of the figures as to what some of the children are getting
now as compared with what they were getting before the organization. Then [ shall
give you merely the summary. Here is a total showing the number of children re-
ceving industrial experience. I do not call that industrial training—who have no
such opportunity before the reorganization.

Industries having girls only, 4,700.

Industries for boys only, 6,400.

Total, 15,000. .

I would like to file this report.

A voice: T request that the time be extended.

A voice: T second that motion (applause).

The Chairman—Then Mrs. Frost's time will be extended.

A voice: He has facts; additional facts.

Alderman Curley—As a representative of the 34th Aldermanic District, we desire
to be heard on this question, and I will give away on my right to speak in favor of
the district superintendent.

The Chairman—Wait until we hear what the other gentlemen have to say.

Alderman Collins—There are quite a number of other speakers. I am opposed, not
that I do not desire to hear, but we want to hear all the speakers.

- I\g rs. Frost—I did not have all of my five minutes because they talked about where
ived.

The Chairman—Just as soon as we hear the others then we will take the time
allotted and give it to Mr. Taylor.

Mrs. Frost—I want to answer Dr. Taylor,

The Chairman—Not now. The next speaker is Mr. William H. Kuyler.

Mr. William H. Kuyler—Mr. President, I do not think a man of my kind needs
any more than five minutes, because I am one of the subjects of what you might
say of poor education, and it makes me fecl that it is really an honor to speak to men
of this calibre that can address a meeting and have the word that is needed.

I am of foreign birth and can merely make myself understood and heard, being
elected as president of a parents’ association, and that puts out the very little light
that was in me to stand such, and it is only a short time that I have been such.

When I hear people of intelligence telling us that the Gary system has reduced
truants it is not in the means that he has taken to reduce it. Has it been the Gary
system that has reduced the truants? No. It has been the introduction of a system
to reduce truancy—a system which has cost us an immense lot of money. Gentle-
men, every man that hasn’t done any wrong and lives 40 years and tries his best can
be called a gentleman, and then get to know that he is a contemptible sort of a man
with a note that he gets that he is liable for arrest for not sending his children to
school when he has the doctor on the other side watching for the verdict. That is the
reason there are no more truants.

Then comes a man that knows more than I, as far as education goes, but not as
to mental condition. He understood that the Board of Education cannot keep up
with the conditions. Drown the children then (laughter). You understand, I should
come out with a fancy wording, which I am not able to, but my idea is there. The
Board of Estimate, as soon as our Parents’ Association shall get a foothold on this
here city, will come to terms with us and furnish the schools according to our children
and take no excuse in a system.

The Chairman—Mr. Henry E. Maehrlin, Public School No. 27.

Mr. Henry E. Maehrlin—I wish not to speak to-night as I have heard all I had
to say spoken.

The Chairman—Mrs. F. Mayer, Public School No. 28, representing 8 children.

Mrs. F. Mayer—I would like to give you folks my experience with the public
schools covering about 23 years. The first five of my children went through under
the old system and they were anything but a credit to the system. I have not time
to give to the exact way or go into all details, but the last three children have cer-
tainly done better in every respect and have received a broader education.

I can see it in the child of 8 years. They have got a broader education under
the new system. It is not a question of learning to be mechanical or anything else,
but it merely broadens the child’s vision and teaches it how to use its brains and
hands in some manner.

There are thousands of children graduated through the public school that
would never have a chance to-day to graduate under the new system. 1 know under
the old system they could not spell.
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My one daughter under the old system cost me $200 to put her in an office as
a stenographer and typewriter and bookkeeper, which my other daughter is getting
for nothing under this new system here. To-day she can do my typewriting for
me for my club after only five months training, and do it as well as another girl
that went through scheol.

Another thing is, in the face of the high cost of living, if I understood a gar-
den and had a garden, I could go into the country, but I do not know anything about
it anc. cannot afford to hire a man. [ am merely giving mysexperience. Take from
it what you like. 1 could go into detail, but it would take me too long. Under the
old system three of my children never got past the sixth grade. My girl was in one
room all day, with one teacher, five days a week, five months out of the year, with
a teacher upon the point of nervous prostration, with a rule on the desk to keep
them in order. The girl's nerves could not stand that. They could not learn their
lessors. They could not learn anything. I had to finish my girl's education at home
and to-day she is a designer in one of the biggest houses in the city at a good salary,
despite the little education she had.

The Chairman—Frank Lowery, Common Cause Society.

Mr., Frank Lowery—I am in the cause of everyone, the common cause. I speak
for tte common people and especially for the common people of The Bronx. I think
[ have a right to speak, for I, as young as I may look, am far older than a grand-
father, which some have not reached; so don’t laugh. I understand what I am
talking about,

Now, then, there are things in our public school system that I admire. There
are other things that I do not admire. We have too much education in some re-
specte and we have too little in others. Now, one has a theory; the other has a
theor /; everybody butts in and the consequence is there is bound to be a conflict.

I claim that any education, to be education, must begin at the beginning, and,
unless it begins at the heginning and starts logically from that process and logically
finding its way to a finish, it cannot be an education. We have in the schoolrooms
to-da;s teachers in our public schools who have put their private opinions before the
pupils.  Some of you have found that your children have ideas that you did not
inculcate mto them. Whose fault is this? Is it the fault of the Board of Education?
No: ‘or they practically know nothing of it. It is being done slyly.

Now, it is time for the taxpayers who are paying for the education of their
children to see that their children get the proper kind of an education. Some of
our rublic schools had what they call social centers. They went there, and one of
the superintendents found that they had a nice mess of fish there. They had prac-
ticallv such a case that he was horrified. I would not like to explain his definition
of it.

You have got a great deal to contend with in the public schools. You have got
different sorts of people coming from different lands, who say they are as good as
an American and they will tecome an American and all this, and what are they
doing? At one time, in a public school in New York City, there was a father of
a family who found that his daughter, who was very young, was reprimanded for
refus ng to salute the flag. He found on investigation that she had been coaxed by
one c¢f the inmates of the public school to a socialistic conference and there taught
to desecrate the flag.

Now, according to the Gary plan, or any other plan, it gives us the best edu-
cation. That is what we want to find out, and more meetings will have to he held
befor> it is thoroughly sifted and we get at the truth. One or two meetings of this
kind will he of no use. There are conflicting ideas. They must be brought into
contrast. There must be some discussion on the prublems.
advocate; that this meeting be continued in the near future and that we have more
of these.

The Chairman—Mrs. Marie L. Arthur, representing the Gary School League.

Mrs. Marie L. Arthur—I asked permission to speak to-night as a representative
of the Gary School League, but I have forgotten all the nice set speech that I came
here with, and I am talking just as Mrs. Arthur, the mother of the everlasting
eleven, and a mother from 52, a taxpayer, who, when she hought her little home,
paid ter first tax bill of $98, and this year she has paid $150. Now, that is why I
am telking.

In Public School 52—it was built two years ago, and now it is to relieve the con-
gesticn of Public School 25—five of my children have finished their school life.
There are six still in process of going through. Those six children are going to
puhlic schools and are located in Public School 52, Public School 25 and the annex
to Prhlic School 52, which the Board of Education rents from St. Anselm’s Roman
Cathclic Church, and they are in a parochial school, and I am better satisfied to
have them there than when they were in the Methodist Church basement, because it
is much more sanitary.

I know, as the mother of eleven children, that every single human being comes
into the world with one thing they can do just a little better than they can do any-
thing else, and I also know as a practical woman that God gave us this great big
world, and just as he gave us this world in the raw, he sent workers to develop it,
and the lawyer is just as necessary as the plumber and not one bit more so; the
bricklayer, every form of labor, God has sent into the world, and he never yet sent
a person into the world that was good for nothing. It is society and civilization
with mistaken ideas that does that, and not God.

I have heard a lot to-night about industrial training. I have heard a lot about
vocatonal training, but, gentlemen, in the Gary system it is pre-pre-prevocational.
It is taking a child, from 13 to 14, and giving it different tools to work with, so
that that little soul finds itself, and we don't find a boy that God intended to be a
first-class plumber being a mighty poor lawyer.

This congestion is not of recent date. For eleven years the young Arthurs have
been on part time and that is why I am pleading with you, that we have the Gary
syster1 in Public School 52, to give the five that are there now a chance at a full
school day.

Thank you,

(Applause.)

The Chairman—Mr. Peter Schlosser.

Mr. Peter Schlosser—Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen. First and foremost,
| heard Mr. Taylor speak here of swimming pools for public schools. I want to
protest against any public school swimming pools anywhere in the City of New
York, for hygienic reasons absolutely, simply and only. (Applause.) I do not
believe that the children in our public schools should be contaminated with diseases
to gratify the ambitions of any horde of young phyisicians that want subjects to
practice upon. (Laughter.) .

Sacondly, I heard one rabbi say here he believed in the Gary system because
of its elasticity. Well, gentlemen, the elasticity of the Gary system is only equalled
by the elasticity of the mind that invented it and wants it introduced into our pub-
lic schools, so that he can get the commercial and financial supremacy of the whole
Unite1 States by training the growing young boy to be the competitor of his father.
(App ause.) _ )

I want to say now, when I was a boy we did not have the congestion we have
now in the public schools. Oh, no. They were not being taught pottery, tinkering,
tailor ng, cabinet making, plumbing, gasfitting, all those other things that are to
qualify that 14-vear old boy to work for a dollar and a half a day in opposition to
his father, the mechanic, who is getting three dollars. I say to you, now, gentle-
men, beware. There is such a thing as overeducation. The whole City of New
York, the whole United Staies is filled with an overeducated force of educated para-
sites, whom the working people have to support, and their creed is the American
chevalier, “Why should I earn my bread and degrade myself with labor ?”

“ will remain a gentleman instead and steal it from my neighbor”

The Chairman—Mr. H. Seidy, of the Walton School Parents’ Association.

Mr. H. Seidy—] am president of the Parents” Association of Public School No.
30, of 14lst Street and Brook Avenue. Last September the duplicate school system
was i1aneurated in that school, with the limited facilities we have had, and one good
feature of it was this, that every child had a full school day.

The school day ran from 8.30 to 3.30, with one hour for lunch, including the study,
work and play systems. In December the Board of Education commenced to make
alterations in the school to enable the proper operation of the system to be incor-
porated. There were 73 classes in Public School 30. There are between 2,500 and
3000 pupils. The school was divided into two distinct parts, called the X school
and t1e Y school, which consists of 36 classes. The classes in each one were from
1-A to 8-B, but at the present time, due to the fact that the facilities are very limited,
the Gary or duplicate plan system is in full operation only from 5-A to 8-D. The
classes lower than that are on part time and will be until the full changes are made.

I would like to read the programme which is carried out by the pupils of 5-B

under the duplicate plan system.

Now, this is what T |

_On Monday morning the first study is arithmetic, which they have for 40 minutes,
Then follows history, which consumes 40 minutes more. Then they go to the lahora-
tory for one hour. After that they attend the English classes for 40 minutes and are
then dismissed for lunch,

This brings the study of the morning from 830 to 1140, and the lunch period
continues to 1240. That is some idea of the periods.
. The school is divided up into two parts as far as the lunch period is concerned,
i order that the full use of the building can be maintained. One-half goes to lunch
from 11.40 to 12.40 and the other half from 1240 to 1.40.
At 1240 the children are back at their desks and go into the sewing class. That
is one of the activities under this system as it is heing operated in P. S. 30. The
children are given a different activity every month, either science, or sewing, or cook-
ing, or commercial work, and so on.

Alderman Collins—Do the boys go in the sewing room?
~ Mr, Seidy—In P. S. 30 the classes up to 8- are strictly girls. There are no girls
in the school ahove 4-B.

From 2 {0 240 they attend the High School and after 3,30 they attend the English
class. That completes the day for Monday.

Shall I read the whole week to you?

Alderman Collins—Can you file it? _

Mr. Seidy—No, hecause I have to return this.

The Chairman—Write it out and forward it to me or send it to the City Hall and
we will be glad to make it part of the record.

_ Mr. Seidy—One of the objections to the plan at the present time is that the
children in some of the elasses are obliged to carry their clothing. This is not due
to the fault of the system. It is duc to the fault of the construction of the building.
There are not enough lockers at the present time, but they have been ordered and
when installed there shall be a hook for every child in the school.

The Chairman—If you have anything further to submit kindly forward it to me.

Mrs. H. Rostenberg, mother of children attending Gary school. ,

Mrs. H. Rostenberg—Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen: I just wish to say
that within the last three years, notwithstanding the fact that there has been so much
contention and that so many various platforms have arisen with so many various fol-
lowers, I am not saying this as a matter of words, but it has been statistically proven
that our school children have improved by far more than they ever did 20 years before
that time, before the introduction of Gary into our New York schools. That is one
fact. Another fact is this: That England and Canada are now trying to fight out
the greatest problems in their entire history and are sending paid investigators to find
out the exact working of the Gary system, because they feel convinced that the boys
and girls who will eventually come from Gary schools will be better fitted to fight, spiritu-
ally, mentally, and in every way, the great problems of life: that Japan has entirely
Garyized every school upon its island, and we who have it right here in our hands
wish to cast it aside. Why, we are actually blind to one of the greatest movements in
our entire history.

I just want to tell you one more thing. My hoy goes to a Gary school and it is
not fully equipped, and for all that T am glad that he goes to a Gary school, because I
feel that that is even better than the old-time school. My little fellow said to me,
“Mother, if Gary has not given us anything it has done one thing. It has given us
the auditorium, and the auditorium makes us feel so assured.” Out of the mouths
of bahes. That is it in a nutshell.

Think of the hoys and girls that come from crowded, unsanitary homes, and the
greater number of children going to public schools come from poor homes, where
their souls are cramped and their minds are cramped and they come to the inspiring
atmosphere of Gary and they feel a potent factor stirring within them, and with Gary
to help them they improve wonderfully,

For that one thing we ought to hail Mr. Wirt, a tremendous aid to Gary as a
life saver. I think we ought to thank him and thank him as a prophet.

The Chairman—Mr. August Hoebermann, representing the Bronx Parents Union,

Mr. August Hoebermann—We represent the poorest class of people in the City
of New York. I am surprised that we must come here to-night, with the number of
organizations that we see here to-day, and 1 am very surprised because the Board
of Education of the City of New York, to which we pay thousands and thousands of
dollars, need the assistance of so many mothers’ organizations, so many other organ-
izations, that they must take care of the Board of Education. Now, it is the Board
of Aldermen in the same conditions, that same line, and a thousand other organiza-
tions must take care of them. -

Why can’t the Board of Education do that alone? Our teachers go to work
and have us people standing before them and teaching them, and they don’t teach our
children the three r's. Our teachers are not teaching them because they are too busy
for reading or writing, and we come down and come lefore the people to-night and
sec so many people coming to-night, every one parents of our children, and why can’t
the City of New York do it alone?

Now, I will not fool your time away. You have men enough and you have heard
my former partners. I thank you to-night and hope we will see you later on agam.
(Applause.)

The Chairman—DMr. Greenthal, parent of pupil No. 45 School, Bronx.

Mr. Greenthal—I have a son just after graduating from P. S. 45, and when he
graduated from that school I had a chance of cither sending him to Townsend Harris
or Evander Childs. 1 was so pleased with the way the teachers of P. S. 45 handled
him and what he learned under the Gary system, continued him under the Gary plan
and he is now under it again, and I think if the children and people would just give
this Gary plan a chance they will see it is the best plan for the public schools of the
City of New York.

The Chairman—Mr. Louis Margun, teacher of Public School 45.

Mr. Louis Margun—Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: I did not intend to
speak to-night because I saw so many satellites and star orators in the meeting, but
after listening to a few of them I have changed my mind and I feel quite in place.
I feel T have just as much right to speak at this meeting as a good many of the men
who have never heen in a school room and who have had a gread deal less educa-
tion and have really no right to tell real men who have given their lives to the study
of educational problems how to run a system (applause). 1 do not care for applause,
except from a few people here who have been hissing every time a remark has been
rrlmade. You have my approval to hoot me now. (Hisses.) I would like to have fair
play.

I The Chairman—You are getting fair play. Come up here. We can hear you
etter.

Mr. Margun—Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I am here to listen to some
more hisses, with the permission of the Chair.

I feel that T have a right to speak in this matter, not because I have visited schools
or hecause I have gone around to look for any sights and see children, but because
I am in the school for ten years. I am handling hoys for 10 years. I have worked
under the other systems 8 years and I have worked under this system 2 years.

I felt that T was getting along very well under the old system and I am very
proud to say that, in the presence of my old principal, who seems to be present, and
while T helieve a great deal in this military feature of discipline which pleases so
many parents as they enter a room, when they see a lot of children backed up like
so many little prisoners in their seats, each one watching the teacher—God knows
what he is doing but watching the teacher—when they see those rows so straight they
say as they come in, why, there is a fine class. Look how they behave. Look how
they sit there, and when they come to a Gary school they are not in a position to
judge, any more than I was mn a position to judge in a Gary school, when I entered
Gary School No. 45 and was sorry the first day. I saw children 3, and you are invited
to come in my room of Public School 45. You need not tell me when you are coming.
You can inspect it at any time you like and you will find my children going around
free and working and they know what they are talking about, too.

Now, the point is this: In former days the schools were built for the conven-
ience of the teachers. The teacher can much more easily handle a class when they
are all placed in their seats in so many rows, and she knows where each one is for
tf)ealr\ they may be in danger of doing something they say put your hands behind your

acks.

You have no such system with the Gary. We have the shops and they learn
that way. We do the best we can by sending them to school in this way and not like
prisoners.

The Chairman—Is there any person present who wishes to be heard that has not
been heard?
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Mr. Daniel J. Dugan—I would like to say a word.

Th> Chairman—Ii anybody else wants to be heard we will be glad to hear them
when Mr. Dugan is through. T have exhausted the entire list presented to me. Any
others who want to be heard will be when Mr. Dugan is through,

Daiiel ]. Dugan—Mr. Chairman, Mr. President and members of the Board of
Aldermen, we have heard a great deal of the Gary system here tonight and of other
systems and other conditions of our public schools. Our public schools have not
been what they should be in the last 25 years and the teachers know that very well,
and the parents know it better, for the simple reason that your great commercial
houses in the last 10 years have turned down our graduates and proclaimed them abso-
lutely tseless to them unless they were set to work and they get up schools of their
own in order to take them and educate them.

Ladies and gentlemen, when I first heard of this Gary system I was very much
in faver of it at the time because I thought that in that system that we could get
what would eliminate the conditions we were then having, that it would be better than
what we are now living under, but I found out that the Gary system that is introduced
in this city and introduced under the aspirations and under the guidance of a man
who is ruling the greatest part of this country to-day, tries to tyrannize our children
and subsidize them in order to take them in his own hands to be supported by the
people »f this country. (Applause.)

[ further want to say, ladies and gentlemen, that the public schol teachers of
New York City have been, as Mr. Rabbi Levy just said, some of them have been
coming over to the Gary system. Why? Decause they are whipped in line by the
Board of Education. That 1s why. (Applause.) They cannot protest against it and if
they did they would have their heads cut off. (Applause.)

Now, we had to go to the backwods to get a man by the name of Wirt from
Gary, Indiana, to come in here to New York City to cut up this educational system
to give to our children. I am interested, ladies and gentlemen, because I have got
five. [ am the father of five children and four are attending schools. I am inter-
ested to that extent.

[ do know that if it had not been for the tyrannizing character of the Board of
Educat on over the heads of the teachers we have got the greatest teachers in the
United States to-day, and still we had to go out to Gary, Indiana, in order to get a
backwoods man to give us a new system here, .

I b:lieve, Mr. Chairman and members of the Board of Aldermen, that we should
set a premium on the heads of our teachers in New York City, set up a price for
them, 12t it be ten thousand dollars or fifty thousand dollars or a hundred thousand
dollars, it wou'd be cheap at any price, to develop a system in this city that would
eliminate the Gary system. (Applause.)

Th> Chairman—Is there anyone else who wishes to be heard? If not, we will
go ahead with Mrs. Frost, then we will hear Mr. Taylor,

Mrs. Frost—I would like to ask Dr. Taylor—

Th: Chairman—Do not ask him. Just go ahead and give further arguments if
you have a mind to.

Mrs. Frost—I want to put proper in my report the amount. I do not wish to mis-
represent anvthing, but T asked Dr. Taylor vesterday where the one Gary school was
that in his report he savs is equipped. I have not found it. Also I have heen told
that the school cost one million dollars and [ do not know how I got that mixed up,
but T think he said it has not cost a million dollars. $730,000 is the appropriation
for the schools, garden and equipment. I did not understand that they meant by the
schools and gardens all the schools and gardens in the Bronx, but I would like to
correct that on my report to have it proper.

Thz Chairman—Dr. Taylor, do you want to say anvthing further?

Dr Taylor—Not particularly, but T can give Mrs. Frost the figure.

As T said before, the appropriation for the entire 12 schools made in 1915 was
§757.260): in 1916, another appropriation of $695.100 was made, but that includes the
new school at Crotona Avenue and One Hundred and Eightieth Street, which cost
$543474. The entire appropriation for P. S. 45 was as follows:

In 1915, $170.000, and that includes the addition, which will have a swimming
pool, although I am sorry my friend, Mr. Schlosser, does not like it; a swimming pool,
an auditorium, half a dozen shops, eight class-rooms and those advantages will be
good under any system.

In 1916, a further appropriation of $130,000 was made for that school to buy a
large playground which can be used hy Public School 5 and Public School 32 as well,
and the garden, so that all told Public School 45 has received aboui $300.000 in addi-
tion to its original cost, but hv doing that the capacity of that school has been in-
creased from 1,800 to about 3.500.

In other words, the school is able to do, when it is finished, the work of two
schools, mstead of one.

The Chairman—When will that school he finished ?

Dr. Taylor—I would say we shall he able to move into that addition next Sep-
tember

Alderman McManus—Do any children attend that school on half time, any school
under your supervision?

Dr. Tavlor—Yes, sir. T gave the number as 5,000. We do not call it half time,
hut part time.

Alllerman McManus—You sav you have $700,000 available for the past two years?

Dr. Taylor—Yes.

Alderman McManus—Why is it you have that money there and have not been
using it to remedy these conditions?

Dr. Taylor—I showed vou a moment ago that we have already decreased the part
time Iy eight thousand. but there are four additions to be built, and until those are
finished we cannot duplicate these four schools which have a register of 10,000. ‘As
soon a; those additions are finished we shall he able practically to wipe out all part
time. The fotal part time in both of mv districts is 5900,

Alderman McManus—How many schools are there in your district?

Dr. Taylor—I have 31 schools in my district.

Allerman Curley—Is it a fact that a large numb>r of school children of the
Bronx have been deprived of nroper schnol facilities, due to the fact that contracts
for construction of various schools within the past three years have been given to
irresponsible contractors?

Dr. Taylor—I am sorry to say that is so.

Alderman Collins—Who is at fault?

Dr. Taylor—I cannot say that it is anybody’s fault in particular, except the law
provides the contract must he given to the lowest hidder, who is frequently irresponsi-
ble. The man who took the contract for Evander Childs High School, which has
been i course of construction for nearly five years, was known to be financially
irresponsible. '

Alderman Collins—You maintain the City authorities kave no discretion in the
matter. when they know.

Dr. Taylor—That is a State law.

Alerman Friedlander—They must give bonds.

Dr. Taylor—They are bonded. The contractor failed.

Alderman Friedlander—Then it is the fault of the officials who gave out the
contract of the school building.

hDr. Taylor—I do not want to be quoted on that, because I have nothing to do
with that.

Alderman Friedlander—We are here to find out the reason why these things
are not done.

Dr., Taylor—I shall have to admit we will have to say that while we have had
the appropriation since July, 1915, for the additicn to Public School 4 and Public
Schoo! 32 and Public School 40, they are just now breaking ground to begin the ad-
dition to Public School 4. They broke ground a few weeks ago at Public School
32, and I believe they have not yet broken ground at Public School 40. Public School
28 is w0 have an additional site adjacent to its present site, I think, in the coming
approgriation,

Alderman Friedlander—Do you know of your own knowledge of the reason for
this delay?

Dr. Taylor—No, I do not, because I am interested and responsible for the
educational side of the school and could-not answer the rest.

A a point of information we only quote the children of Public School 44 and
Public School 46, We have the Taylor report and unfortunately we did not bring
the Taylor report because we thought we would have no chance to be heard because
there would be so many here. We want to know what you are going to do with
the surplus of children now until new schools are built in about three years to meet
the numbers of people coming with the new subways.

The exact number of apartments building—

The Chairman—I wish you would submit that.

That is all covered in our report.

Alderman Collins—You looked around for temporary sites,

Yes, I did. That would enable people to have their children in temporary sites
under the building of other schools, I found on Tremont Avenue, between No.
6, which has 300 surplus children, and 44, there are about 10 taxpayers’ buildings.
I went there and looked at them and they said they were not taxpayers’ buildings
and were permanent, because they were fireproof and had two floors. I do not
know about it. I went in the store and outside, and they had large windows and
doors, and each had ventilators in the rear, which I thought a very good thing, and
I think they could be utilized,

1 went to the principal yesterday, and of course, he hadn’t anything to say,
but I also went to Dr. Taylor’s office, but he was not there, to ask him to go and
look at that to see if he was building, before I would submit my report to the Board
of Education.

Dr. Taylor—The speaker is entirely correct in saying that school 44 and school
46 have more children than probaly could be accommodated even under the duplicate
plan. Public School 28 is not overcrowded.

Alderman Corley—Did I understand you correctly to state that the law provides
that the contracts for the construction of new schools can be given to the lowest
bidders?

Dr. Taylor—I so understood, but I am not an authority on the subject.

Alderman Corley—As matter of fact does not the Charter provide that by a
three-fourths vote of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment it can use its
discretion?

Dr. Taylor—I do not know, because as I say, I am not an authority, I have
nothing to do with the business end.

Mr. Dugan—I wish to ask if you are going to take up all conditions of educa-
tional work, that is, the construction of the buildings and the cost?

The Chairman—Yes, everything pertaining to educational buildings in the City
of New York. The Gary system is only an incident.

Mr. Dugan—I am in the contracting business and I wrote a letter about a
year and a half ago to the President of the Board of Education and I told him in
regard to cost at that time when they were putting in the Gary system because of
economy. [t has been known for years that the enormous cost going into our school
buildings was absolutely ridiculous and there was no ground for it and that the
Board of Education of the City of New York can hire the best architects in the
City, any of the great architects of New York City, and you can go' to them and
they will draw plans and specifications for school at from 35 to 40 per cent. cheaper
than what the Board of Education is drawing plans at today.

Let me tell you how that is done. I told it to the Board of Education in my
letter at the time, and this is it: The Engineer of the Board of Education goes to
work and writes up a specification and specifies a certain material that is a patented
material, and that has been going on for 25 years. That material is a patented article
and is controlled by just one manufacturer. Under the City Charter a contract cannot
be let where only one manufacturer can bid on the material, in other words, where
it is controlled by one man. What the patentee does in that case is to go to three
of his friends and say, I will give you the right to manufacture that material and then
we can bid on this specification. They immediately jump the price of that material
500 per cent, and the Board of Education has been paying that 500 per cent. on
certain specifications, and I will bear that out, and as I did to the Board of Education
at that time a year ago they are still paying that 500 per cent. on these articles for the
last 25 years,

Mr. Wolf{—Anything to be said in rebuttal?

The Chairman—If there is anything in addition to what you said we will be
glad to hear you, but if it is simple repetition we will not.

Mr. Woli—It will not be repetition.

The Chairman—What is it?

Mr. Woli—I wanted to say that the lady who spoke about what the Gary plan
did to her child, that in regard to that, if she had attended the playground, the
summer playground, she would have found that what we have in the Gary school
today has been taught years ago in the summer playgrounds, the bench work and
the other industrial vocation and all that, but we felt that we had it as a recrea-
tion to those children when they did not have the other studies in the summer time.

Then in answer to the teacher from Public School 39, I would like to say for
the benefit of that teacher or anyone present that would be interested, or the members
of the Board of Aldermen, that if they are interested in the conditions, and wish
to know of local conditions in public School 39, as President of our Association, 1
invite vou to come and see for yourself local conditions at a mass meeting we will
hold at that school for the benefit of the principal, teachers and pupils and parents,
and anything you wish to hear you will hear that night.

You will hear how sectarian lines in that school have been drawn.

Alderman Collins—I move we adjourn.

(Motion carried.)

The Chairman—We will have other meetings in the other boroughs, and next
Thursday we will be in Borough Hall, Brooklyn.

Brooklyn, N. Y., April 5, 1917; 8 P. M.
MINUTES OF HEARING BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON GENERAL
\\"ELF}EEE OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN ON THE FOLLOWING
MATTER. '

“No. 1242. Request of the conference of organized labor to the Board to hold
hearings and to invite the Board of Education and city officials to answer why
the demands for better educational facilities have not been respected.”

Present—Alderman Robitzek, Chairman, Friedlander, Burns, Dixson, Bascett,
Eagan, Ferguson, Collins, Haubert, Carroll, Members of Committee.

The Chairman—This is a public hearing by the Committee on General Welfare
of the Board of Aldermen of the City of New York to consider a petition which was
presented by the Conference of Organized Labor. These meetings are being held
in the several boroughs and several districts of the City of New York, in order
that the .petitioners may have an opportunity of being heard and in order that the
general public and all those interested in the question of educational facilities in the
City of New York may be hcard by the Committee of the Board of Aldermen so
that that committee may intelligently report to the Board their findings at the con-
clusion of these hearings.

I understand there are several speakers, The stenographer has called my atten-
tion to séveral who are desirous of speaking. We will limit the speakers to ten
minutes. I will take them up in the order they appear here, and the order in which
they appear here is the way in which the stenographer presented them to me.

I find the first name—well, Mr. Brady, as the petitioner, I wish you would briefly
outline the object of your position as you did at the other meetings already held.
That will give those present some idea of what your petition calls for.

Mr. P. J. Brady—The reason we have appealed to the Board of Aldermen to look
into school conditions is because we have in mind: First, the conditions that prevail,
or, at least, the methods of industrial and vocational instruction existing in the public
school to-day, and we appreciate the importance and necessity of getting a much more
definite and better programme for industrial education in the schools.

Second, that we may get one that may be more practical than the System that
they have at present.

The reason that we have taken this position is that two years ago the trade
unionists in the City looked into the industrial education system of the Board of
Education because at that time it was announced they were going to teach every boy
and girl a trade. As the result of that we wanted to find out just how they were
going to do the teaching, and we made our own investigation, that is the representa-
tives of the various courses in which they were giving industrial training visited the
particular schools: Such as the machinists went to the machine courses, the car-
penter to the wood-working courses, the electrician to the electric courses, the printer
visited the printing courses, and they reported back to our Conference and the report
was far from satisfactory. ‘ .

We found that the Board of Education itself might not have been entirely to
hlame, but we found they did not consult with the people in industry, that is, they
did not consult with the unions, who know what is required of apprentices in order
to prepare them for meeting the actual conditions in industrial and commercial life.
We found that they did not consult with the employers, and the result was that boys
and girls are getting a training in industrial subjects which it is very doubtful will
be of any use to them after they graduate from school; and the question comes up



-

THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 1917,

THE CITY RECORD. 4795

m our mind, from past experience, as to whether all of the knowledge which they
have accumulated in the schools will not first have to be forgotten by the pupils before
they car. actually start in to be taught a trade whenever they have to secure a job.

So, in order to make that practical, to make it of real worth to the children in
the schools, we asked the Board of Education to co-cperate with us. Not being
successful in that, we found the next thing necessary for us to do in order to bring
about the reformation that we desired was to appeal to the Board of Aldermen them-
selves, who are partially responsible for education of the children attending the
schools, to the people of New York, to look into this matter to make their own per-
sonal investigation to take up the questions which we have raised and find out whether
those statements are true or not. If they are not true, the Board of Education is
entitled to a vindication. If they are true it will be up to the Aldermanic Committee
to make the necessary recommendations to the Board of Education, to establish a
system of industrial and vocational training in the City that will meet with the
approval of not only the membership of our unions but of employers generally.

_ Criticism is being passed around very vigorously today in almost all parts of the
City, and particularly by employers, that boys and girls who graduate from the schools
are not fully equipped to take up their duties in commercial and industrial life.

There seems to be some reason for that, and it is to find out what that parti-
cular reason is that we ask the Board of Aldermen to step in, to look into the question
and arrive at their own conclusions and make their own recommendations, because
we feel sure if they go deep enough into this question, if they go td these schools
and observe the operation of vocational and industrial training programme there, that
they will make recommendations which will meet with our approval.

We have asked the Aldermanic Committee, in order to get in direct touch with
the people in New York in schools, having children attending the schools, if they
would not be kind enough to hold these hearings in various parts of the City so that
‘everybody directly interested in the subject will have an opportunity of appearing
before :he Commuttee and being heard. We asked them to go to The Bronx, so the
people 1n The Bronx would not have to come down to the City Hall in the day time,
when women can ill-afford to be away from the children if the men are working in
the day time and cannot come to the hearings. We asked them to hold this hearing
in the evening so the parerts would have an opportunity to be there with as little
inconve aience as possible,

This 1s the second meeting that is being held. The first meeting was held last
Thursday in The Bronx. This second meeting is being held in Brooklyn to-night and
a third meeting, 1 understand, will be held in Astoria Public School No. 6, and the
other three meetings in a location to be decided upon by the Aldermen themselves,

As a result of the petition which we have filed and as a result of the suggestions
that will be given by the parents of children themselves by these various meetings.
I feel “he Board of Aldermen will have a good basis to work upon to make the
recommendation for the general improvement of our public schools in this City.

The Chairman—The Committee will first hear from Mrs. Alice E. R. Ritter, from
Public School No. 89, Brooklyn.

Mrs. Alice E. R. Ritter—I came here to-night because I knew that organized labor
had cal ed for these meetings, and I was particularly interested in finding the attitude
which ] found the representatives of organized labor had toward our schools a year
ago. The gentleman who just spoke talked with me a little over a year ago and told
me that he objected to the vocational training that was being carried on in the Gary
schools. He¢ approved personally of what was being carried on in the
because the school people had consulted with labor about the vocational
training in those schools, but the Gary schools had ignored organized
labor, end I had a great deal of pleasure in explaining to Mr. Brady that we had
nothing that you could call industrial training in our Gary schools.

I d> believe that we ought to have greater facilities for carrying on the elements
of industrial training, but in the light that Mr. Brady has been regarding it it seems
to me tiat our interest in vocational training is not in order to prepare boys primarily
for a trade, but in order that they may so be able to train their hands and brains that
they will be more efficient in any line of work which they may take up later. Many
children are educated through the hands of more than they are through the mere
textbook.

It is for that particular aspect of the vocation education of children that I am
here to plead for, that we be given more opportunity vocationally to train our
children along broad lines, not along the narrow, special trade lines that the organized
trade people are particularly interested in. I believe the Gary school is the road
through which that can best be accomplished, and for that reason I am here to plead
that we have a greater extension of the Gary school than is already permitted.

Thz Gary school has been turning out specially fitted pupils for life in the last
four years. I can personally vouch for that because I have followed the career of
a numoer of my children who have gone out to business and have taken good
positions and are making good in them. I have also followed the career of high
school pupils who went out in the last two years, and I am proud to say that 98 per
cent. of them make good and are promoted. That is a much higher ratio than

shown by most schools and high schools. For two years and a half we have had

that work in our school. District Superintendent Campbell after an all-day examina-
tion turned to me and said, “ That is the best work I have ever seen in your school.”
I have been in that school for seven years and it does not look as though the Gary
system was a failure in purely mental studies, which were all that Mr. Campbell
examined.

I think the effect is very good on children upon the socializing question, and
goodness knows, American children need socializing. We need to get rid of the
individ 1al point of view and be able to see the larger point of view of all the systems
of our big city.

The children have improved in health. Truancy has almost become a thing of
the past. The manual activities have certainly been stimulated, and altogether there
is a home-like influence of and sociability in the discipline that makes the children
love school. They love the opportunities to move around. It takes away the strain,
and I helieve that we are making our work much more practical when we are allowed
to hav: the specially fitted up room for all the different vocations, The teachers
also improve in health and they improve in teaching, because they are allowed to
teach the particular thing that they love. Naturally one can do the best when one
is able to do the thing one loves best and knows most about.

It is for all of these reasons that I believe there should be a greater extension of
the Gary system.

The Chairman—It is desired by the Brooklyn Central Labor Union, a Special
Committee of which consists of Otto Nicols, James P. Boyle and Frank S. Tomlin,
that they be permitted to present their views in writing.

Mr. Nicols—Yes.

The Chairman—You simply want to present your views in writing?

Mr. Nicols—Yes. o . .

The Chairman—The Committee will have no objection to that. You will submit
them within the next week?

Mtr. Nicols—Very soon. .

The Chairman—Mr. Louis H. Pink, Chairman of the Educational Committee of
.the Brooklyn Civic Club.

* M. Pink—Mr. Chairman— _

Mrs. Anna M. McKenzie—Mr. Chairman, I would like to present this report
as President of the Parents’ Association of Public School 89.

I just want to state out of 490 of the anti-Garyites to have this signed there was
only 25 of the parents that signed for the old system to go back. The majority of
all the parents out there like the Gary system the best. '

I present this petition as President of the Parents’ Association of Public School 80.

Tte Chairman—Your petition will be recorded with the minutes and be con-
sidered by the Committee,

Mr. Louis H. Pink—I desire to submit this report. . o

Tte Chairman—You desire to submit this and say something. What is this,

a brief?

M. Pink—It is a memorandum of study. .

The Chairman—Submitted by the Brooklyg1 7Civic Club, a Bulletin of Brooklyn

blic Schools, Educational Number, January, 1917. . _
hu Mr. Pink—The Committee on Education of the Brooklyn Civic Club, yvhlch made
a study of school conditions in Brooklyn, and we felt since we did this work we
ought to come here and either shed light or cast a shadow. I talked with a gentle-
man in the hall this evening and he said the main trouble with the public schools
of the City of New York was lack of money, and I think that essentially that

is true.

The crying evils in the school situation, especially here in Brooklyn, is in recent
years large classes. Those classes have been from 45 to 50 and 50 up. Of course
the ideal class is 30 to 35 and 40 at most. We cannot hope to have the ideal con-
dition for sometime to come, but we should strive to eliminate classes of 45 to 50
and 50 upwards.

In 1913 in Manhattan there were 1443 classes of from 45 to 50, and 1,490 in
Brooklyn. There were 793 classes over 50 in Manhattan and 932 in Brooklyn.

In 1914 it was practically the same,

In 1915 Manhattan had only 713 classes over 50, and Brooklyn had 1,158.

The Chairman—Have you additional copies of this?

Mr. Pink—Only what I left there.

In 1916 there was a considerable improvement, because there wree 1,553 classes
between 45 and 50 in Manhattan, and 1682 in Brooklyn; there were 642 over 50 in
Manhattan and 791 in Brooklyn.

While there has been some improvement it seems to us that is the thing to
hammer at, these classes that are an absolute disgrace and ought to be absolutely
eliminated.

The matter of part time is also a serious evil that has been considerably decreased,
especially in Brooklyn, in the last few years

The main fault is in the selection of new buildings for Brooklyn. We made a
study and despite the fact that this city has increased rapidly in population, there has
been a systematical and gradual falling off in the number of new buildings provided
in the last few years. )

If you take, first, the money appropriated for new buildings and take it, not by
years, because that is unfair, for sometimes you spend two or three million dollars
a year and the next year you spend eight million dollars, but taking it by three year
periods, which is perhaps the fairest way to contract it, during the last three
years the city has appropriated by $5,266,000 for new buildings. During the three
years previous to that it appropriated the sum of $18,600,000, and still going back
another three years it appropriated $15,000,600, and going back still another period of
three years we have $31,500,000. That is going back a dozen years we have the city
spending in a three year period six times as much money for public schools as in
the last three years. The number of new buildings completed by years bears out
this same situation.

We have buildings completed in the last three years, 1914 to 1916, but 10. The
three years prior to that, 1911 to 1913, going back another three years, 27; and still
another three years, 35. In other words, instead of having more school buildings
every year we are having less every year, despite the great increase in population.

Taking this same problem up, the number of new buildings and additions for
which contracts were let, we have in the last three years 13. In the three years
before that we have 13, and in the three year period before that, 13, a total of 39 for
three three-year periods. Going back to the fourth three-year period we have 39,
compared with 13 at the present time,

I notice that the Committee are particularly interested in the question of Gary
schools. .

The Chairman—No, that is a fallacy. The discussion in The Bronx was on
the question of Gary or anti-Gary schools. That is because some of the speakers
took that up, but we are particularly interested. We are open minded on that ques-
tion. We will be glad to hear the subject discussed. It gives us an opportunity to
dwell upon it in future, but we are not taking up that particular subject, and I would
just as leave it be understood now, because we are taking up in a broad way the study
of educational facilities of the City of New York.

The petition contends the facilities are not adequate and incidentally it mentions
the Gary system, but that is not the paramount subject, although members of the
Gary League or Anti-Gary League or the Duplicate System are here, but that is
only an incident. The main subject is the educational facilities. Are they sufficient
for the City of New York? That is the chief subject. This other is only an incident.
The Gary contenders, I take it, maintain the Gary system is a substitute for addi-
tional school buildings. They justify it in that way; and those in opposition take
the position that the Gary system is not a substitute for additional schools, but it is
only an incident and we might as well have ourselves understood.

Mr. Pink—Shall I omit that feature then?

The Chairman—No, go right ahead.

Alderman Friedlander—You may suggest such activities as you think proper.

Mr. Pink—We have something we would like to say about the Gary system.

Alderman Friedlander—Then just say what you want to. We want to hear all the
good parts of it and all the failures, or such remedies as you might suggest.

The Chairman—I did not mean to take up any of your time, and I will allow you
additional time for any time on which we intrude, but I just want to be understood
on that subject.

Mr, Pink—We believe there is a great deal of merit in the Gary idea. Of course,
the ideal education has always been what Mr. Wirt is trying to work out, to work out
of Gary. That is a broader education—manual training, art, science, libraries, and
all that sort of thing. That is a fine ideal, and as far as you work from that we
agree with it.

We think the Gary system has sufficient good in it to warrant a thorough trial
under the most favorable conditions, but we do not favor radically and immediately
changing he entire school system at one fell swoop without trying out the system
in a limited number of schools under favorable conditions, We think the city is going
too fast, and we think the city is not doing it thoroughly enough. In other words,
instead of taking 20 or 30 or 40 schools and doing the job right, they are trying to
Garyize a great number of schools and are doing the job wrong. They are not spend-
ing enough money, and have not enough physical appliances, and we think that 1s the
great problem in the city at this time with the Gary system,

In the report we will file there is contrasted public school No. 45 in the Bronx,
which was the first system Garyized in New York, with the other schools Garyized
in Brooklyn, and we find in Public School No. 45 in the Bronx there is a great falling
off in the facilities there as compared to Gary; and we find Public School 89 in Brook-
lyn, their second Gary school, that there is another falling off, though not so noticeable
between Public School 45 and Public School 89, and between the two schools, each of
which is a model, and the other miscellaneous, heterogeneous lot of schools you will
find a deep drop compared to the first two more or less model schools, Public School
45 and Public School 89. We think the job should be done right in a limited number
of schools before trying it out in all the schools.

In the matter of industrial training, which I think you are particularly interested
in, we favor very decidedly that, and the compulsory continuation training schools.

We find in Munich, Germany, and in many of the localities in England, the com-
pulsory continuation schools come near to solving the problem for the boy and girl
of fifteen to eighteen years of age as near as anything can come. The only trouble

with the continuation schools in America is we are not taking it up seriously. It is

not compulsory. They have continuation classes in Brooklyn, There are 183 continu-
ation classes in Brooklyn and 711 in Manhattan.

Alderman Collins—What is a continuation class?

Mr. Pink—A continuation class is this: In New York, a certain dry goods store,
for instance; there we have some salesgirls who are not educated, who leave school
at perhaps fifteen to eighteen years of age, and they want them to get a broader
education and also to know things relating to the dry goods business. They start
classes in dry goods, and teachers are sent from the Board of Education to instruct
these girls to be better fitted for that line. That is really in the experimental stage
so far, and very few are in it, but it has not gone to a very great extent, but in the
United States the continuation schools come nearer to solving the problem of boys
leaving school at fifteen to eighteen years of age and having to work to support
their families than anything else I know of. _ ) )

But we do ndt do anything but turn them loose at the most critical period of their
lives, at the adolescent period, and we believe it will be taking a step forward to take
these young men and women and not only to liberally educate them but to also learn
them a trade, a business, a vocation. )

As Mr. Brady said, the Allied Labor Unions and employers ought to have a hand
with the Board of Education in shaping those courses so they may be practical, and
of saying to students in actual life, ' ] .

And in a time of preparation, and we believe we are in that time of preparation,
and that is the highest preparation and the greatest preparation for life: A nation
of trained men and women, and if this committee can stimulate continuation tramning
hetween the school periods for boys and girls in the period of adolescence, it will

do a great good. _ o .
The Chairman—Your memorandum will be filed with the committee. If you have

ey
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additional copies or can sechure them 1 would appreciate it because I wish to send
members of the committee. '
themT';)eroethigrag communication, which will be filed, from Mrs. Ritter, of the Depart-
ion,
mentA?goEguCc%tnSmittee from the Bolaxrd(l of Educzta)tio}rll, rgpresented by Mr. Oswald
) ho is a member, and who desires to be heard. . _
SChll(\)/Ici'(.Og;»yald Schlockow—Mr. Chairman, I thought that at a hearing of this nature
it might be interesting to know that a rumor, which has been extant in this town,
or borough, that Brooklyn has not been perhaps. sufficiently recognized in the allotment
of school funds, is not altogether justified, and I took it upon myself to clloect certain
information upon the subject, and if you will haﬁetpfahince enough I should trespass
' ime for a few moments to mention that fact. o
uponlny 2;11:3 ;ear 1916 the Board of Education had at its disposal $6,000,000 for building
alterations. Of this sum three and a half million dollars were appropriated for the
Brooklyn schools. I believe that indicates that there is no desire to pass over this
borough, In addition to that three and a half million dollars referred to, over two
million dollars were used for purposes of constructing four new school buildings,
which would also indicate that the Department is not altogether adverse to the erec-
tion of new buildings when they are needed. The money that was expended was useﬁ
for the purpose of revolutionizing educational practice in this borough and New Yor
City.
tyThe things that the Department did, among other things, was to add to t_hei
educational facilities of our schools. Where formerly we had, among the §pec1§
activitizs—of course, the ten minutes allotted to me is gns_uﬁlment to explpain the
philosophy of education, and consequently I will have to limit myself to the fair out-
line of facts—where formerly we had, among our special projects, gymnasiums,
elementary wood-working shops, a few kitchens, a few science rooms, we today haKe
in the same schools, or rather in fourteen schools which we expect to open before the
last day of June, 1917, the current year, we now have drawing rooms, mu511c rooms,
library and study rooms, plumbing shops, electric wire rooms, additiona sc1en_cci
rooms, printing shops, slelwmg and dressmaking rooms, millinery rooms, commercia
sheet metal shops. : .

roon']fshzcl?ed ﬁgures in themspelves are not significant unless we can properly interpret
them, and the interpretation is this: That the traditional school is doomed. The
traditicnal school is a school in which the child was compelled to adjust itself to the
condition he found in the school, and the _result was that a great many gh]ldrehn,
thousands of them, became so-called educational misfits. They did not fit into the
scheme of things, and in consequence of the inability they possessed to adjust them-
selves to the schools they -were simply lost. They left school, They became dl?-
gruntled, some of them even became law-defying, and they were lost to the schools
and so:iety. .

A nevz ideal has become prevalent, an ideal which is bound to continue. Yolu
nor [ have any control over that, because 1t 15 written 1 the stars, that the schools
will heve to adjust themselves to the child. We shall have to have just as m;i]ny
schools as there are types of children. If necessary, speaking ﬁgurat_lvely, T hold that
we shall have to have a school for one particular child, if such child exists, unique
and diTerent from all other children, but the schools must come to the child. The
child will not be compelled to adjust itself to the school, and that is why we have
this variety of shops and special rooms. We shall have as many of these rooms as
we have different tvpes of children, and it goes without saying that these rooms are
not found in every school. They are found where they are needed.

This particular type of work marks a tremendous step in advance, marks a change
which means not only better schools, but, I am sure, more efficient and. healthier chil-
dren, and more ecffictent and better systems of this country. It may interest you to
know that foday the country is calling for men who are not necessarily skilled in book
lore, but more who are able to accomplish things. They are men who can do things, 'and
the government is today listing and classifying the population according to the things
which the individual can do.

The Duplicate School System is giving our children a chance to express them-
selves; not only to think, not only to write books, not only to be passively studious,
but to do the things which nature has enabled some to do, but which in the past the
traditicnal school has not given the child the opportunity to do. . )

Therefore, please consider this a revolutionary experiment. We do not claim
perfection for it at this time. We do not expect that educational progress will te;’—
minate within the year 1917, but we do believe that we are on the right track. We
do believe that the money which now is heing expended for the extension of these
new acditional facilities is money which is bound to bear the most wonderful fruit
in the future. We are sure that this money and these facilities for our children shall
make them more efficient, more self-reliant, more law-abiding, far more worthy to
be called true American citizens than the generation which have passed through our

schools in the past (applause). . .

The Chairman—Mr. Dennis A. Spellissy, representing the Committee on Education
of the United Irish-American Societies, . -

Mi. Dennis A. Spellissy—I came here rather to listen than speak. My name, in-
advertcntly, was put on the list of speakers. However, being very much enlightened
by some things I have heard [ wish to say the remarks of the last gentleman and
Mr. Peter ]. Brady have impressed me. . ‘ '

Ahout two years ago the question of vocational education was broached in our
societies, and our societies took a special interest in that, because being represented
from all the five boroughs, the delegates, very many of whom are work1ngmen, it
was a matter of importance that their children should be placed in a position in
which they would be able to take a citizen’s part in the neighborhood and do well
for themselves and the family they might bring up. :

The thing went on for some time, and many of us, many of our delegates, en-
deavored to take advantage of it, but it was a woeful failure. From one thing or
another, it did not seem to come to any practical result. What the cause of thgt was
I will 10t go into, because I haven't the time and have not as much information as
the ladies and gentlemen here present. .

I would like to allude to one thing here. About twelve months ago it was
proposed to get up classes for Gaelic. The thing went on for some time, very
smoothly and sweetly in fact, and we had the classes all prepared with lltt!e_ expense
to the City. We had teachers and assistant teachers and pupils in our vicinity for
holding' that school, which suddenly collap'sed, because the City did not have enough
money. They were very zealous in placing the matter before the Board and 'the
public and succeeded in getting a good deal of enthusiasm aroused, and the subject
collapsed from the simple and ridiculous reason that they could not pay three or
four handred dollars a vear into it to pay the teacher,

Al T have to say, then, is just from what I know to confirm all that has been
said by those here.

I think vocational training is of the utmost importance and should not be a mere
matter of theory, but it should be a broad training for the children so that after
leeaviny school they are ready to go into some industrial course and provide for
themse ves and their families. That is especially so with Germany and I do not see
why we should not manage it ourselves to the same extent. We pay an enormous
amount of money that goes into education in this City, particularly, and we want it
used tc the best advantage.

As T said to the gentlemen, I only speak generally on the matter. I came here
with no especial object in my mind, that the failure of the vocational school has been
its failure to help men that I represent in the organization.

The Chairman—Mr. Miller, Chairman of Local School Board No. 39, Brooklyn,

M. Miller—Gentlemen, I would like to inquire whether or not this committee
has decided to have a hearing in the Brownsville and East New York section, as we
have requested? . ‘ ‘ -

Allermen Ferguson—I have conferred with the Chairman of the Committee
and we will make arrangments about that.

The Chairman—Have you a suggestion as to the most available site for that
hearing ?

Mi. Miller—Public School 84, T think, would be the most central point.

The Chairman—What is the location of that?

Mr. Miller—Glenmore and Stone Avenues. _

M. Ferguson—Would you suggest two weeks from to-night?

Mr. Miller—Yes: that would be agreeable. '

The Chairman—We wanted to hold one in Manhattan first. The next meeting
will be in Queens. There is this one here, and the last meeting was held in The

Bronx. It is only fair that one be held in Manhattan. Suppose we make it three

w_e(;]ksP from to-night and hold one in between, in Manhattan, two weeks from to-
night !

Mr. Miller—Yes.

The Chairman—Then make it definitely three weeks irom to-night, April 26.

Mr. Miller—I will reserve, therefore, any remarks I wish to make in reference
to the high school and other matters as to the hearing which you will hold there, but
[ will speak of one matter here to-night which I believe affects more people than
are even within the boundary of East New York and Brownsville, a matter not yet
mentioned by anybody and which has come to my attention as Chairman of the School
Board on a great many occasions, and while it does not affect the children of the
schools, it affects the prospective teachers of the schools and the parents of such
prospective teachers,

I refer to candidates for teachers, that is, students in training schools and those
who have graduated from training schools,

As the rules exist now, there have been so many girls that have taken up the

profession of teacher that the examinations have become rather rigid. I do not in-
tend—in fact, I know that the examiners are fair, they are quite strict now and I
believe they know what they are doing, but the result is this, that a great many youn
girls and young women of parents of very limited financial circumstances are tumeﬁ
out from the training schools and in the examination room only to find that they are
flunked in the oral examinations. There are two kinds of examinations held, written
examinations and oral examinations. The written examinations, of course, are
matters of record. The oral examination is what the examiner thinks about the
enunciation or pronunciation or accent and appearance of the candidate, and a
great many in the last few years, it has come to me, have been—parents have come to
me and complained, and also the candidates, that they have been flunked in oral
examinations,
. That means they get one more chance and if they flunk in the next examination
1t means they have to leave that profession and look for some other means of sup-
port. In fact, I know of girls of very poor parents that have had to go out after they
had graduated from the training schools and look for other jobs; start all over again,
I believe that this is entirely wrong, that these parents and girls and boys can be
spared this heartfelt sorrow and this unnecessary expense and ill-afforded expense
by some simple rules that I take the liberty to suggest and will ask you to consider
gmdhgo look into the matter, and in turn suggest to the Board of Education, and that
1s this:

I think that if a girl or a young man goes out of high school that that boy or girl
should not be permitted to enter training school until that boy or girl, or the can-
didate, has passed an oral examination before the Board of Examiners of the Board
of Education. (Applause.)

That is exactly the sentiment I feel exists, only that nobody has ever got out
before and talked about it, for these poor boys and parents, that are led to believe
their children will make good teachers and they wait for four years to spend their
last dollar, going out washing and scrubbing floors, and then finding out that these
girls have got to go and look for a job in a dry goods store.

That can be eliminated in a simple manner,” Let this girl go and be compelled
to take an oral examination before she enters training school. If the girl passes
the oral examination, or the boy, let her not be required to pass another oral ex-
amination. Then she is relieved from any other further oral examination. Then let
it be written. If she fails, it should be divided into two groups: Group 1, hopeful
cases, those cases where there are defects of speech and the examiner thinks they
are hopeful. That is, those that the examiner thinks can be corrected in two years,
Let them into the training school, but with the distinct understanding that they must
take the oral examination before they will bet a license. Then you see the parents
go in with their eyes open and take a chance, and let all the defects be pointed out
to the principal and the pupils and let them enter the special training school to be
trained in their defects of speech, and then I am sure most of them will pass the
oral examination,

And then, Group 2, those who do not come up to the standard of the oral ex-
amination at the time they apply for entrance to the training school. Let them be
turned away and no harm has heen done, because that girl is in the position of being
young 1n years and the expense has been spared to the parents and that girl can go
out and look for some other means of support.

I hope you will call this to the particular attention of the Board of Education,
because it exists in many, many cases, and the public does not know of it. (Ap-
plause.) '

I thank you very much.

The Chairman—Then we will be in the Brownsville section three weeks from
to-night, Public School 84.

Mr. Miller—The 26th.

"The Chairman—You will make the necessary arrangements in that school, will
you?

Mr. Miller—Yes, sir.

The Chairman—And communicate with me in the next few days?

Mr. Miller—Yes, sir. That is, the application for the use of the auditorium, and
so forth?

The Chairman—VYes, sir. Let me know in the next few days, because I must
publish it in the Ciry REecorp.

Mr. Miller—Yes, sir, I will do that, Mr., Chairman.

The Chairman—We will next hear from Mrs Blanche M. Doyle, representing
the teachers of Public School 65, Brooklyn.

Mrs. Blanche M. Doyle—I do not care to speak until after another lady from
Public School 65, who is here and who wanted to speak.

The Chairman—What is her nam:?

Mrs. Doyle—Mrs. Miller. I would rather wait.

The Chairman—Mrs, Miller, representing Public School 65,

Mrs. Miller—There are so few of us up here to-night, can’t we submit our com-
plaint in writing?

The Chairman—Have you it there:

Mrs. Miller—No, I have not.

The Chairman—Will you submit it within a week?

Mrs. Miller—Yes.

The Chairman—Will you speak now, Mrs. Doyle:

Mrs. Doyle—No, I thought there might be a few things said that I could answer.

The Chairman—Mrs, Acker, from the same school, )

Mrs. Acker—I have nothing to say, only that I have gone to different homes in
1(’)ur section, that is Public School No. 65, and within eight hours I have visited 50

omes, “

The Chairman—Where is the school? .

Mrs. Acker—On Richmond Street, between Fulton Street and Ridgewood Ave-
nue, and this is in favor of Miss Duncan, principal of Public School 65. She knows
nothing of my stand. She knew nothing of my going to these homes to inquire
of these mothers what they thought of her, and each and every mother has told me
they were in favor of her methods.

The Chairman—Is that school on the Gary plan? _ )

Alderman Collins—I do not know of any complaint against Miss Duncan being .
bfzfore)us, and we understand she is one of the best principals in Brooklyn. (Ap-
plause).

Mrs. Acker—Of course, some people, Mrs. Miller and other mothers, find some
fault with Miss Duncan. , ) .

The Chairman—We are not investigating any complatnt against any particular
priniipal. We are investigating the entire educational facilities of The City of New
York.

Mrs. Acker—Well, since Mrs. Miller is here— i

The Chairman—She wanted to submit in writing what she had to submit.

Mrs. Acker—Her complaint. Will I do the same?

The Chairman—VYes, within a week.

Alderman Collins—If any of the teachers of your school want to reply to any-
thing put in writing by Mrs. Miller, you will be given an opportunity. o

The Chairman—Mrs. Miller, will you kindly not go into personal matters in this
matter? If you have got a matter that pertains to the entire educational facilities of
the school, all right. ) )

Mrs. Miller—I refer to the religious question that has been brought in very
forcibly in Public School 65. L

The Chairman—Will you submit it in writing?

Mrs. Miller—Yes.
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The Chairman—And send a copy to this lady and she will have to send a copy

of her communication to you.

Mrs. Acker—No, I will not,

Mrs. Miller—That is like putting a complaint in the enemy’s hands.

The C_halrman_\\.'e are not going to consider any religious question, and we
ar¢ not gomg to consider any complaint against any one single individual principal,
That is not the question. We have a tremendously large field to cover, and if there
is 4 complaint against one principal, if there is a religious question against one prin-
cipal. the proper place to go with that is the Board of Education.

Mrs. Miller—I have been to the Board of Education.

Alderman Collins—Has the Board of Education disposed of this matter?

Mrs, Miller—In this way—

Alderman Collins—In what way?

Mrs. Miller—They have turncd it off and I have been there and been trying
maly, many times. ,

Alderman Collins—You made a complaint to the Doard of Education about some
particular feature?

Mrs. Miller—One particular principal.

Alderman Collins—And then having made that complaint against one particular
principal, was it decided?

Mrs Miller—A one-sided investigation was made, only there in the school and
no outside affair, and with regard to Mrs. Duncan being the best principal in the
putlic schools, I want to say this

Alderman Collins—I have just given the opinion that we have heard.

Mrs. Miller—I do not agree with vou.

Mrs. Wolfe—Is Public Scheol 05 a Gary School? Then if Public School 65 is
a Cary school, then that lady wants to say that since Gary has heen introduced inte
tha: school—

The Chairman—Please do not go into personalities and religious questions. We
have got a lot of mectings to cover, and we want to cover them in an orderly manner,
and if we open up these meetings for a public discussion on personal quarrels, I
do not think we will get very far. You will have to just confine yourself to the
general situation.

Mré, Miller—I do not think 10 minutes will do our case, and if vou like, T will
submit it in writing.

The Chairman—We have no jurisdiction. If vou find that you the dissatisfied
with any action on the part of the principal, your remedy is not with this Com-
mittee, but with the Board of Education.

Mrs. Miller—But you get no satisfaction from the Board of Education, and what
are parents in the public schools going to do and where are they going to go to
get satisfaction?

Alderman Collins—Does vour child attend that school?

Mrs. Miller—Yes, one child. and | have heen told—I went to this schoon on
one particular occasion for favors, and my child has heen an honored scholar in
that school for 26 months, and so, therefore, the teachers and these people that
are coming forward know nothing of what went on hetween this Duncan and T,
She came forward and expressed herself very forcibly in a daily paper the very next
day after I visited the No. 63 School, and if the Chairman will allow me to place
those S0 complaints I have before the Committee—

The Chairman—Submit it, will vou?

Mrs. Miller—Submit them to you?

The Chairman——I{ you have any to submit, you may submit them, Mrs. Acker.

Mrs. Miller—I do not think I ought to submit a complaint to the enemy’s hands.

The Chairman—Yes; and, if vou have anything to submit—

Mrs. Acker—)Mine are in favor of the principal. I have also a child in 63, which
has done wonderful work and given credit to the management and methods of the

principal, as well as the teachers. . o
The Chairman—Submit it, and any other petitioners who want to join in that.

Subimit it within a week.

\Mrs. Miller—\Where will I submit this? City Hall, New York?

Alderman Collins—All T desire to know and to have done is, if any complaints
are made, that opportunity be given to the teacher against whom the complaint is
made to meet the complaint.

\[rs. Miller—I would like to show how the Board of Education acted.

Alderman Collins—Our attitude ought to he a fair one. If a complaint is made,
we cught to let the party against whom the complaint is made know of the complaint.

The Chairman—You understand that we have no jurisdiction over the complaint,
whether this teacher is justified in doing a particular thing. That is not what we
are investigating. That is not what we are holding these meetings for. Please do
not go into a complaint of any particular principal, because you are wasting your
time in that matter. \We haven't any jurisdiction. The jurisdiction is entirely in
the Board of Education.

“rs. Miller—If the Doard of Education does not act, where are you to go?

Alderman Collins—We have no jurisdiction over some particular principal.

Alderman Friedlander—We are not hearing any complaint of any one person
as ayainst any teacher or principal. . ' o

Mrs. Miller—What about 50> If we have a complaint against one principal
and we can't get a hearing from the Board of Education, I think you ought to get
a hearing here. i _

“he {hairman—Suppose we find what you say 1s true—
the complaint 15—

Mrs. Miller—It 15 very true. . ) .

(hairman—Suppose we find it is. \What are we going to do? We can't do any
more than vou do. That is not what we are investigating. That is not what we are
trymy to remedy. That is an individual case. Even if we were to come to thg con-
clusion that you were right in your contention, then what are we to do? We are
not going to open up any trial had in the Board of Education. We are not going
to recommend to the Board of Education that they dismiss this individual teacher.
That is not what we are out to do. We are out to investigate the school facilities
generally. ' ) .

Alderman Collins—We are not a trial body. We are not sitting here to see
whether some particular principal acted wrong. We are here to listen to complaints
against the conditions. 1f we listen to remarks against the public school teachers
of this citv, individually, T do not think that we could finish, because in every_school
{here are some complaints ahout one particular teacher. Some 'thmk she is very
wood and some others think she is not so good. This is not agaist any particular

1 do not know what

principal. '

Mrs, Miller—Then, why submit the report to you?

Alderman —Why not let the lady submit her brief?

The Chairman—I want vou to understand this. The Committee are perfectly
willing to let you sulmit anything of any kind, but they will not consider a per-
sonal complaint against a single individual principal. ‘

Mrs. Miller—Not even if there arc fifty cases of that kind? o _

The Chairman—It is only against onc principal. It is not against the entire
ochool system. That is what we are investigating. The other speakers who pre-
ceded vou—— Some consider the school facilities adequate and others cousider
them inadcquate, but they were naming conditions generally and not against any par-
ticular principal.  You liave only a grievance against one particular principal.

Mderman —Have you anything against the operation of that school by

that principal?
Mrs. Miller—I certainly have.
Alderman ——— —Submit that. ‘
Alderman Collins—A complaint was made to the Board of Education by you
againt one particular principal,
N rs. Miller—Yes. ] ‘
Alderman Collins—That complaint was disposed of by the Board of Education.
M rs. Miller—Noj; it was not.
Alderman Collins—Did they say she acted wrongfully and changed her to some

other schonl? . ' ) .
M rs. Miller—I would like to submit a copy of what she did.

Alderman Collins—What was the report? _ '
s, Miller—If 1 submit a copy of what they did, why, then, you could judge

for yourself whether the Board of Education ought to have some investigation for
the parents.
Alderman Haubert—
with “hese people. .
Alderman —— —The lady says she has somethil
the school. Why not let her submit that? (Applause.)

Let us take it up in Executive Session and get in touch

1g against the operation of

Mrs. Miller—I will submit my complaint,

%‘Ihrg %Ség?i?n_ﬁrs'f&ker’ .yo# submit anything you want to submit.

:l'hc‘Chairman——Noet ién(ér Oii the };]ercgpa! and tl}e management ?
cipal n regard to the principal. We do not care about the prin-

1}1{5. CJ‘?]cl_ccr——ln Iher management of her school?

. 1he Charrman—In regard to the school. If you fin li 1S every-
thing you believe it ought to be, submit that in \irriting.d B pilic zchout 1 svery

%Ilrs. é?]clger—f\n% thebother signatures that [ have?

_ 1€ Lhairman—yes; but we will not consider anything that thi 7 will bring
in regard to a certain individual principal. We willynot %onsi(tletrhlfhiatldy I‘;V[]i![ ?;":1;
her communication, we won't consider that feature of it .

Leo \Lv. s\a\gndsry of Public School 12. '

Mr. . —N i i
president oeiothe Palfltellllr][(sj’r}f\sSI\OIcri.alt(i:(i]éi I;?(f li\’ gig%b%i?ﬁ?ﬁ;d;%? ((:)fclgmbl}!lttge.l I1 11;1

The Chairman—Where is that situated? A e Seoot 1o

Mr. S:_auqdry_—l} is situated on Adelphi Street, hetween Park and Myrtle Ave-
nues, and it is within 10 minutes of the Brooklyn Navy Yard and about 12 minutes
of Wallahout Market. The Brooklyn Navy Yard is one of the strong arms of the
country and Wallahout Market is one of the strong arms of vour feeding artillery
I represent about a thousand parents and neighbors in that district. ) B

. The number of pupils is ahout 1,500, I believe, or a little more, We have no
objection, in fact, we are in favor of Mr. Brady's idea of the labor unions taking
an iterest in the education of the parents’ children, and we are also in favor of
the gentlemen who spoke here and gave you hgures in recard to the amount of
money that was spent in Brooklyn for the improvement of schools and advanced
ideas. We are also in favor of that, hut we have not heen fortunate enough to get
any part of that §3,500000 which he speaks of, and, if there is any school in the
’I\’:orolu?gh of Brooklyn that needs part of that $3,500,000, it is certainly Public School
N0, &

Alderman Collins—Have you asked Mrs. Ford for any?

Mr. Schwager—Yes; I have, (Applause.) ’

The Chairman—And you did not receive it?

Mr. Schwager—We haven't got it yet, hut, gentlemen, we are not heing dis-
couraged. We believe that you gentlemen will deal fair and just and we are living
in hopes and trying to be on the job, as we have heen, and as we expect anybody
should he, if they are deserving of it. )

I wish to read a few of the complaints I have here.

These are some of them: «

There are not enough class rooms. Ahbout 30 per cent. of the children are on
part time. These are the small children in Classes from 1-A to 4-B. The hasement
15 used for classes and is often damp, causing these children to become ill and
endangering the future health of the child,

That 1s a positive fact, gentlemen,

Part time children are often compelled to wait outside of the school huilding
hecause the children in the class room have not left the room vet. If the weather
is bad the waiting children are compelled to stay outside in it. When they do get in
their class room the time is so short that the room does not get a chance to get
fresh air.

The classes are separated by sliding doors which are not sound proof. The study-
ing of one class can be plainly heard by the classes on either side. This is aggravat-
ing and annoying, hoth to the teacher and the pupils, and does not give them a
chance to do good studying. .

Another annoyance is the passing of teachers or pupils through the different
rooms i order to get to the hall. This disturbs a class and it attracts the atten-
tion and interferes with the studies.

We have no school yard. The children must assemble in the street.

Gentlemen, this is not just. We pay our taxes and are a part of the city govern-
ment and we should receive proper accommodations for our children.

We are grateful to this Committec for the opportunity of explaining our griev-
ances and hope, gentlemen, you will do what you can to right this wrong.

There are many of the parents of children of 14 School here tonight.

The Chairman—Is that 14 School?

Mr. Schwager—It was previously known as Public School No. 12. hut if vou will
remember, the system was changed and the schools were given, so Public School 12
is now known as Fort Green School. 1t has a goodly representation here tonight,
gentlemen, in spite of the bad weather, and many of the parents have children they
have to take care of. I hope vou will give those here a chance to tell you their
feclings in this matter. I am sorry I have not more copies of this. I would be only
too glad to give each and every one a copy.

The Chairman—That is all right.

Mr. Schwager—I am perfectly willing to give vou this one.

The Chairman—That is all right. Everything vou have said has been taken down
in the record by the stenographer.

Mr. Saundry, of the same school—Mr. Schwager, are there other speakers you
want with Mr. Saundry? i

Mr. Schwager—I guess Mr. Saundry is able to take care of that. There arc
plenty of ladies here, if they are willing to tell their views of it.

The Chairman—We will be glad to have any one who wants to speak.

Mr. Saundry—Mr. Chairman, and members of this Committee— -

The Chairman—You come from the same, school?

Mr. Saundry—Yes. The one thing I want to emphasize more strongly than any
other is that the oraduation exercises of this school have to he held in another
school.  You cannot hold an afternoon tea party in any of the rooms up there. The
ol?_l)i\placc where 1t is possible to hold a large meeting, there is a wall about 18 inches
thick.

The Chairman—How old a school is that?

Mr. Saundry—About 40 vears, I believe,

Mr, Schwager—About 45 years,

Mr. Samuel H. Kraft—I was a scholar in that school 47 years ago. I am Chair-
man of the Local School Board No. 32, but 1 was a scholar in No. 12, and T listened
to these gentlemen and I know that every word they have said is true. (Applause).

Mr. Schwager—Permit me just one word. There is one thing T would like to say.
We also have the honor of having people who have graduated from Public School
No. 12 who are now teaching there, and also graduates from public schools who arc
teaching in other schools, and we honor and respect our principal and every one of the
teachers right down to the bottom. They are aces from the beginning to the end,
and we honor and appreciate our Alderman, August Ierrand, and we appreciate he
1s working in co-operation with the members of the Committee for us. (Applause).

Mr. Saundry—There are quite a number of men who have heen with the militia

and who have been in the service and whose children go to this school. They are

able fellows, the lot of them, and the majority of people who send children to that
school do not mind spending money themselves out of their own pockets and will
¢o a great ways to get things right.

I want to speak about the condition of the basement. Mr. McManus and I went
in there one day after a snow fall. There was not one dry spot on the basement
floor where they were teaching the children from 6 vears old to about 7. There are
11 people in this room who will take their solemn oath that this condition exists every
day, not on rainy days alone, but that they know that condition exists even on sunny
days.

Mr. Schwager—That is right. '

Mr. Saundry—I wrote a letter to the Commissioner of Health calling his atten-
tion to this condition. It is a building 45 years old, to start off with,

The Chairman—47. o

Mr. Saundry—He was a pupil 47 years ago, so it is older than that. This is the
letter 1 received: o
“1fr. Hexry Savsory, Chatrman Ways and Means Committee, Parents Assocuation,

Public School No. 12, 81 Clermont Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. o

“Dear Sir—In further reply to vour letter of Iebruary 26, the Commissioner
of Health desires me to inform vou that an inspection was made of P. S. No. 12
during a severe snow storm, and the inspector reported that the basement of the
huilding was dry and no evidence of dampness was ohserved.” ‘

And only 1,000 children had to pass through this to get to their class room,
“After a severe snow storm and the basement was dry.”

The Chairman—Who sent that? o

\Mr. Saundry—S. W. McAneny, Secretary to the Commission.

“The report states that there are two rooms on the third floor for the use of
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teachers, one for the men and the other for the women teachers. The inspector
reported that two sessions are held in this school and by reason of this fact the prin-
cipal’s cffice is used as an examination room. . _

“In the opinion of this Department, the health of the children or teachers is not
being eadangered.” ) ' )

Thet is getting by with something. We are going to frame this. We are going
to publish this and have it taken around the district, where everybody can see it.

For some reason or other there seems to be nobody who really can get anything
done fo- Public School No. 12, and everything that brains and work can do to accom-
plish th ngs that ordinarily in any other walk in life, the energy that has been applied
to get something, where 1f applied in any other walk of life it would be successful,
in the public schools scems to go to the wall, and we think if you gentlemen or any
member of this body could spend the time to go around and see that school and see
the work done hy the pupils under real difficulties, I think we could interest you in
the mat-er. o

Alderman Friedlander—Who is the Alderman for that district? N

Mr. Saundry—August Ferrand. I would like you to see the conditions on a
foggy day and see the dry basement that 1,000 children have to pass through and so

they sar it is dry.
Thzt is about all.
The Chairman—The next speaker will be Mr. John J. Snyder,
School Board No. 48, '
SLhoer. John J. Snyder—I hope, in considering this question as raised by Mr. Brady,
to whica I helieve this meeting is due, I hlope that vocational training and shop work
in elementary schools will not be confused. o
" dfr?n?_\E position as a principal of the local school board I have an intimate knowl-
egde of the effect of shop work in
tional s:hools, that T am not so well
discuss it when others can speak so much
than I lave. .
I hope this will not confuse the work being done in elementary schools. The idea
of shop work in schools is not with the idea or view of training scholars for mechani-

cal vocations. It is rather, as Mrs. Ritter has intimated, a training of hands and I
think vou all and all others will agree with me that at the present time we want as
much as possible to give the boys and girls the impression that respectability does not
merely >nd in mental capacity only. In other words, I mean to say that a boy can be
a mechznic and he can wear overalls and he can be held just as high in the estimation

of the public as the boy who is a bank clerk and who can sport a collar without being
soiled. (Applause.

> e’?hz t( is“rhe ele)ment of usefulness of shop training in elementary schools, and I
hope in considering this question that that will be separated entirely from the ques-
tion of vocational training, because I think the two subjects should be considered from
a scparate standpoint entirely. In the few brief moments that are allotted to me, I
will jus: touch on two or three subjects very castally and briefly. .

I want to sound a warning to you gentlemen who share in_holding the purse
strings of the city, and that is that in my capacity I visit the different schools, I
have means of observing the condition of the schools, what money is devoted to
their resairs, and so forth, and I can tell you now that unless some different method
is folloved in making repairs on our public school buildings in the very near future our
il have a most beautiful bill to confront them. I am given to understand that
held by corporations and individuals of the same
character as public schools requires about 2 per cent. of their value for maintenance.
To-day less than one per cent, is spent for the maintenance of our public school
buildings and the result of that is that some of the most urgent repairs are side-
tracked. not merely as a whim of the Superintendent of Buildings, or his subordi-
nates, but because there is not actually the money there to make the repairs, and you
would Te astonished how some of the most necessary repairs and those which should
not be sostponed are included in that amount, '

You will enter a building and find a leak in the roof. Tt would require perhaps a
dolar cr two dollars to make the repairs. It is not available. That leak is allowed
to continue, and the result is the walls are all discolored and perhaps one or two, I
have seen where the rooms from one floor down to the basement had to be all painted
and kalsomined and repaired becausc that little leak which originally would cost a
few dollars to put in condition was allowed to go, and those are the results. .

This is not a matter of theory on my part, but a matter of actual observation.
There cre other repairs which are really a menace to health and the physical con-
dition cf the children, and they are allowed to go for some reason.

If you will ask me what improvement could be made in our school system to-
day, to aid its efficiency, there are of course many improvements that could be made,
hut twe I cculd mention T think may not he paramount, but still they are of excep-
tional importance. One of those is, T would make the terms of office of the District
Superintendent and Associate Superintendent a life tenure in office. This necessity of
the Surerintendents playing politics at the end of each of their terms in order to re-
tain their offices I think is a mistake. ‘

Alderman Haubert—What do vou mean hy politics?

Mr. Snyder—If anybody else hut a member of the Board of Aldermen were to
ask me that question T would explain it.

Alderman Haubert—That is a compliment.

Mr. Snyder—That is a compliment. I intend it as a compliment.

I tink the personnel of our Board of Superintendents cannot be improved.
They a“e all men of high ability, and what I say I do not wish to say anything to
reflect on their capabilities, their integrity or anything else of that kind, but they have
not got the courage of their convictions, merely because they have got to study their
individial interest.

[ could cite many examples to testify to that claim. One of them at the present
time is before us now. and we, perhaps many of us, do not read between the lines,
hut nevertheless that is the situation. We have here one of our greatest institutions of
education in Brooklyn, Erasmus Hall. Why was the appointment of the principal
postponed for three months?

Alderman Friedlander—Politics. (Applause.)

Mr. Snyder—I won't say politics, hut I will simply say this, that the superinten-
dents were afraid to declare their position, hecause they thought it would be adverse
to the Hublic wishes, or perhaps to the Board of Education. They did not want to
antagonize their interests. Can you for a moment imagine that an assemblage of
men sirilar to the Board of Superintendents would require three months to select a
man for that post? I am confident in saying that inside of two weeks after the
death of the very worthy gentleman who formerly occupied that position that they
could have made that appointment, and they could have made 1. with intelligence if
they had been given the privilege of doing so without having to appeal to any higher
body. “or that reason T say they should he made independent.

Another thing T would say, cut out the red tape. We have too much red tape
in the Doard of Education. (Applause.)

The Chairman—Mr, J. L. Beregen.

Mr. Joseph L. Beregen—I have a subject upon the Puilding Department.

The Chatrman—Is 1t pertaining to the educational fa-ilities?

Mr. Beregen—No, it is the Building Department.

The Chairman—As applied to the schools?

Mr Beregen—Yes. [ have a contract upon No. 6 School for $550, which I let
out on said contract to a man by the name of L. L. Wright & Company for $50, for
asphalting.

The Chairman—TIs this a personal grievance you have against the Board of Educa-
tion?  mean is it some contract they have not given you a proper adjustment of?

Mr Peregen—No.

The Chairman—Because if that is the case, we do not want to pay any more at-
tention to that than we did to this grievance against a particular principal.

Alderman Haubert—What is it you want to say?

Mr Beregen—The hill has been paid and T paid back the Comptroller $20.

The Chairman—We won't consider the $20.

Mr Beregen—They let the contract out for a $50 contract.

Alcerman Collins—We are listening to complaints of the Board of Education,
not ind vidual fights.

The Chairman—We won't consider that, if you have in mind an individual com-
plaint.

Mr. Beregen—I done some work upon five schools,

The Chairman—And you have not heen paid?

Mr. Beregen—Yes, I have been paid.

We have no kick coming against the educational training.
Chairman of Local

elementary schools. Vocational training in voca-
informed on, and therefore I do not propose to
better and have so much more knowledge

city w ~most. ful
the cost of maintaining buildings

The Chairman—We have not anything to do with that. I do not like to be rude.
I want to try to give every one an opportunity for every grievance, but that i your
personal matter.

Mr. Beregen—This is not a personal matter.

The Chairman—What you just referred to, a $20 claim against the city?

Mr. Beregen—I have not got a $20 claim against the city.

The Chairman—Was it $50?

Mr. Beregen—No, I have not any claim whatever. You misunderstood me. I
paid the Comptroller back $20 which the Board of Education thought to pay to this
man Wright. He thought to pay the $20 that was not coming to him,

; The Chairman—We have nothing to do with that. We do not want to consider
that.

Mr. Beregen—And he took me to the court,

The Chairman—You say the matter is now in court:

Alderman Friedlander—What school does your children attend?

Mr. Beregen—My children do not go to school.

Alderman Friedlander—You have no grievance against the school, have you?

Mr. Beregen—No.

The Chairman—We are holding these hearings in relation to the Board of Edy-
cation and not for individual grievances.

James Jenkins, Jr., Secretary of Local School Board No. 27.

(Written report submitted for Mr. Jenkins.)

The Chairman—Mr. Gregory Weinstein, Chairman of the Committee on Educa-
tion, Flatbush Taxpayers’ ‘Association, Brooklyn.

Mr. Gregory Weinstein—Mr, Chairman and gentlemen: Mr. Snyder is the Chair-
man of the Local School Board. He had an opportunity to speak about the condition
of our schools in Flatbush to which I want to call your attention.

The Flatbush District is very large. It is a large one, going from Labone Street
away down practically to Barren Island, and from Nostrand Avenue down to Bath
Beach, almost bordering on there.

The population of Flatbush is growing very rapidly and we are feeling con-
stantly the need of new schools.

We have a new school in Flatbush called Public School 92. That school was
opened, I think, about six or seven years ago. That school is already greatly over-
crowded, and you can imagine what classes are conducted in the auditorium, without
any partitions at all.

Alderman Collins—Part time classes there?

Mr. Weinstein—Yes. We have part time, too. There are four classes being
conducted in the auditorium, without any sliding partitions, and you can imagine
what sort of instruction you can give children under such circumstances. Of course,
the principals and the teachers are doing the best they can. We have been asking for
additional schools. The Board of Education, as I understand it, has proposed to
give us relief in the near future by the purchase of a site in 34th Street and Snyder
Avenue, and also a school on Malbone Street somewhere hetween Rogers Avenue and
Nostrand Avenue.

I would like to call your attention to the fact so that when' the matter comes up
before the Board of Estimate you will give us your help in this matter.

1 would like to ask you gentlemen to consider the question as to what is more
important in the building of schools, whethér you approve of the present quality of
the Board of Education in building immense schools, what they call the duplicate
school system. Now, I will give you just a sample right in Flatbush. There is a
very small school conducted in a wooden shanty over in Rugby. I presume there is
somebody here who knows where that section is. The people of Rugby have been
clamoring many years for a new school and it was finally proposed by the Board of
Education that they shall have a school right there. Now, the Board of Estimate pro-
posed instead of building a school for them in Rugby and putting up another school
in the Snyder Avenue site, I learned today that they lave decided to put up a
larger school, a much larger school, a school that calls for 72 classes, over on Snyder
Avenue and East 34th Street, ' )
1 think t'hat is a proposition which we all ought to be interested in, and I helieve
it i1s a question of whether this policy of building up immense schools to draw chil-
dren from large areas, compelling children to walk even a distance of a mile and a
half, is a wise one. It is not only a question of the convenience of children. That
is not the only question, because you may say a good many people vears ago used to
walk two miles and it did not do any harm, but the question is a simple one: Is it a
wise policy to build immense schools, and is it possible to give gond instruction, is it
p(')smbl'e to give good education, and is it possible for the principal to do his du,t\' by
his children when he has to take care of 72 classes? o

. ThlS.ls the question which you, as men of experience, must decide, and [ helieve
this a point on which we must take a stand. Of course there is the question of money
the question of economy. That is being urged as the main reason for doing this. il
know it is being done in Manhattan and the Bronx. This is the new policy of the
district, but from my standpoint I believe that while it may look economical at sight
[ believe in the long run we are going to pay more for it, by giving our childre; a
poorer education than they are entitled to. T

This is particularly a point I would like to leave with you: The same question of
economy is being carried out in our high schools today. Then this is a very serious mat-
ter: We are trying to economize in every way, which is very wise, but the question
is whether it 1s proper to economize at the expense of the children. That is a mighty
important question. Our high schools today are employing a large number of so-called
teachers in training. You know what they are, girls taken out from training or from
a college. They get in there, and the theory is that they get in there to learn how
to teach and they are supposed to be under the training of a supervisor who should
watch them. They are also supposed to be in the schools to care for and watch the
teachers and their children, so that they may get their experience. This i the theory
of it, but as a matter of fact, and I know whereof I speak, these girls are simply
being used, these fresh, inexperienced girls, who are no doubt doing their best, they
are heing used simply to take the place of experienced teachers. o

Just put yourself in their places. If you have a girl or boy in a high school she
or hg is eqtltled to instruction by a competent teacher. There is no question about
it. You will agree with me on that. Instead of that, what does she or he get? The
girl is supposed to be simply an apprentice and she is thrown into the class room and
told to take care of that class as if she had been there many years, and you can
imagine yourself yv}}at it Jeads to. It simply means that a girl or boy in the first year
of his or her training gets a poor start; and in the long run you will have to pay
for it, and I say the question of economy must be considered not merely in the pres-
ent, but in its effect on the future generations. .

The Chairman—Mr. Peter W. Schlosser, of the Tenants' Union. Will you tell us
anything new tonight?

Mr. Peter Schlosser—Yes, I will try to.

The Chairman—You are not going to follow us around in a circle?

Mr. Schlosser—No. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, T have heard quite a few
illustrations here, and the general consensus of opinion seems to he that there are
not sufficient schools, that is, common schools.

I want to say in behalf of the people that we have the honor to represent, the
working people, the ones who bear the burdens of all the schools, that if there he
any shortage of schools at all anywhere, we are in favor of the abolishing of the
high schools and turning them into high schools so that every child of the age of
15 years can get a seat and an education (applause), as we believe it is unq11estio?1ably
unfair and undemocratic to ask a parent whose means preclude his own child taking
the advantage of a high school education, it is absolutely unjust to ask him to pay
taxes so that a far better situated father or mother can have their child taught free
at his expense. I do not believe there is a bit of justice or democracy in that,

Secondly, one gentleman has said here about the teacher question. I am going
to add a little bit to it. If, in the appointment of teachers, only the natural and
honest examination prevails, and those who receive the privilege were appointed,
that would not be at all questionable, but we find, too sad to say, that the majority
of people are of the belief that the same sinister influences that govern all city em-
ployees’ appointments are evident in the teacher’s appointments as well as in the
poh'lce, fire and every other department. If they haven't got the “cush” they need not
apply.

Alderman Collins—What are those sinister influences?

Mr. Schlosser—I have to answer the same as the other gentlemen, if I have got
to enlighten the Board of Aldermen on that subject. I am sorry for the Board.

Alderman Collins—I am asking you a question, 1 do not think vou replied to me.

Mr. Schlosser—Shall I give you a direct answer?
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Alderman Collins—I say I do not know what you mean by sinister influences.

Nr. Schlosser—You don't?

Alderman Collins—I have taught in the public schools and I know a thing or two
about them when I ask you to define sinister influences for me. I do not think
your inswer is fair,

Mr. Schlosser—The majority of people T come in contact with, highly intelligent
classes among the working people, are fully and firmly convinced that it is the
old English story, “You pays your money and takes your choice, and if you haven't
got tle money you can just simply stay at home.”

Furthermore, on the high school education, we are taught we have great progress
in conditions, got many more schools, finer schools, regular little palaces of Persian
splendor for children to come in and admire all the beauties of, but I do not see
any naterial progress experienced in educating the child. We have much more
teachers than probably one of the greatest presidents of the United States ever
had. He did not have a common school education. I refer to Abraham Lincoln, and
I belizve he was intelligent enough to be a principal of the Board of Education if he
were alive now.

Then, furthermore, as for the higger school, T fully agree with the gentleman,
that if the hig schools were divided so as to cover a higger area, it would be far
more favorable, and furthermare, what does our high school give us? We have
got a horde of highly educated people all over the United States, people whom we
should believe had been ennobled by the educations they have received. Sad to say,
when we read the records of the Rogue's Gallery, we read some of the famous names
in State’s Prisons, we read the names of eminent men who have been addressed by
the prefix “The Honorahle” and we find them behind the bars, and sometimes re-
stored to citizenship, and it looks as if the benefits of education were not half as
big as they were estimated to be.

I will close and not waste any more of your time, by saying that if we instead
of all this fancy teaching taught these children to work and grow, we would have
hetter results. A child of 15 has not determined what trade or calling he will prefer
in life, and consequently in order to give adequate preparation you would have to
teach him every known trade on the calendar.

I will say now, go back to the original principle of education, teach your children
the three R's, as we call it; give them a good smattering of natural philosophy, which
is the foundation stone of each and every trade, and then you won’t have the working
people supporting a whole horde of highly educated parasites who fatten upon the
poor, parasites whom education has only made into the belief that they are too
noble and dignified to work for a living, and they have got to sit on somebody

else’s hack. (Applause.) .
The Chairman—Is there any person who desires to be heard?

further names?
VMr. James F. Hurley—I am Chairman of Local School Board No. 29. 1T re-

ceived mnotice this morning postmarked April 4, at 1230 p. m. I would like to be
heard in hehalf of this Committee on conditions in this district, but I have not had
adequite notice to prepare such information for your Committee.

Alderman Ferguson—When did the notice go to the Local School Board?

Mr. White (Secretary to the Committee)—Monday evening.

Mr. Hurley—It is postmarked April 4, at 12.30 p. m.

Mr, White—There must have been a delay in the general post office. It was
mailec. Monday evening. _

The Chairman—The mail clerk says it was mailed on Monday night. Do you
want to submit what vou had to enlighten the Committee upon?

Mr. Hurley—How much time do we have, sir?

The Chairman—Oi would you like to speak out in Brownsville? )

M. Hurley—I have a great many conditions to talk about and it would take too
fong ut this late hour. T would prefer to put it in more concrete form. .

‘The Chairman—If you want to present it in person at Brownsville we will
he gled to hear you three weeks from tonight. I do not think we could get in this
sectior of Brooklyn again, because we have a tremendous amount of territory tha}t
has nat yet been covered, hecause we have to hold a meeting next week in Astoria
and there are other meetings after that. ) )

V'r. Hurlev—Doubtless the meeting in the East New York or Brownsville section,
T will be at that.

The Chairman—Suppose you make it the Brownsville section three weeks from
tonight, April 26, Public School 84.

Any other speakers? _ )

Mr Lionel Sutro—Mr. Lionel Sutro is here, although he has no children in the
public scheols and does not live in Brooklyn, and does or does not, as he sees fit,
follow around this Committee of the Board of Aldermen to listen to these hearmngs,
in belalf of the Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York. We are just as
anxious as you are to know what is going on, . ' ‘

I iurther recommend, if you gentlemen have time, this is a recommendation, to
visit come of the schools yourselves, old school No. 40, which I went to 45 years
ago, and compare it with some of the new schools. We desire you to get a judgment

of the matter, .
The Chairman—We contemplate doing that as soon as we get through these

hearings. . .
Mr. Sutro—We are also going to ask that you send us a copy of these minutes

if we can get them later on. )
The Chairman—We won't have them in duplicate. We won’t have sufficient
numbers in duplicate.  You might be able to arrange with the stenographer so as to
furnish you a copy.
Mr. Sturo—I think we will get all the information we want from other sources.
Alderman Collins—Your body intends to submit a brief?
Mr. Sutro—We have sent some. We will send-all.
The Chairman—You are simply watching the meetings? o
Mr. Sutro—Yes. We are just as anxious as you are to know what is going on
Alderman Collins—We want information,
Mr. Sutro—That is all that we want, the same as you do. We want to co-

operate with you. _ '
The Chairman—That is what we want. That is why we hear both sides on all

questions, except personal ones. )

I¢ there any one else that wants to be heard at this hearing? _

Mrs. Adams—I have just a suggestion to make, that when you advertlse an-
other meeting that you be more specific in stating the object of that meeting. .

I read in The Globe tonight, and T am not here with any complaint at all, did
not com> for that purpose; I came to listen, but I read in The Globe tonight that
this meeting was called for the purpose of hearing complaints from the teachers and
parents, and this lady who came up here to speak was. ] think, a parent, and from
what she read in The Globe she concluded the same as I did, that the meeting was
[or th> purpose of hearing complaints. .

Now, another time, so as to avoid turning down women who have come out on a
night like this, why not state very carefully what your meeting is called for. (Ap-
plause.)

The Chairman—We did not. of course, put that particular article in The Globe.
Probably the gentleman who is responsible for it is sitting right here. (Indicating
reporter.) But he did not in any way misquote the business or misstate the business,
but oi course he did not believe that any of the people in Brooklyn would infer
from what he said in his article in The Globe, which I read tonight, that we
would hear personal grievances against personal individuals, against individual teachers,
that such things would be considered. 1f he did misstate it, I think from now on he
will correct that misinterpretation, because there is no such intention on the part

of the Committee.

I do not know what side of this grievance you are on.

Mrs. Adams—I am not on any.

The Chairman—You are interested in School 65, are you?

Mrs. Adams—I am not interested in any particular school. I came to listen,
and 1 say that my sympathy was with this woman. [ know nothing about the
case whatever, but evidently she got the idea that T did from the paper, that this
meeting was called here for grievances, and then, Mr. Chairman, I understand this
is a hearing? _

The Chairman—Yes, Madam, hut not a hearing to hear personal grievances.

Mrs. Adams—You will excuse me for saying it, but I think that your Committee
assem>led for the purpose of a hearing has been most impolite to those speakers.

Tae Chairman—That is a matter of opinion, Madam.

Mrs. Irost—Mr. Chairman and Friends: T just want to say that I represent the
Mothers' Council of Public Schools of the City of New York, where we are as much

I have no

interested .in one Borough as another. I regret very much that our report is not
ready in full for to-night, but we will present it to you, gentlemen, within a week.

The Chairman—At the next hearing in Astoria?

Mrs. Frost—Yes, or before. Well, I will probably be there. We have members
of our Association in every Borough. We are therefore interested in every hearing,
and we are also interested, not so much in my particular plan, as we are in the Council
on behalf of the little children, and the best that New York City can do for these
little children, and we are also interested in the condition of every public school.

If there is any one here who has traveled around for the last 15 years much more
than I have, I would like to meet them, and we will go over some data together and
present them to the Board, because I know pretty well about the conditions in all the
Boroughs. I also want to say that the parents, and the enemies, the Board of
Education, gentlemen, they say to me that the fathers are quite as much mothers and
should be included in our Mothers' Club. I want to say that I think taxation without
representation of the parents in scliool matters has always heen bad.

I personally thank Mr. Brady and his Committee, on behalf of the Council, for
giving us this sort of a hearing. I thank you. (Applause.)

[ present, therefore, the same resolution to this Board that we presented over a
vear and a half ago to the Board of Education, asking them to not install more schools
with the new system until those already authorized were fully equipped, and, gentle-
men, there is no one more fitted to speak for the expenditure of more money on schools
that are fully equipped than T am. If there is, I have not found them. (Applause.)

The Chairman—The next hearing will be at Public School No. 6, Astoria, on

Thursday night, at 800 P. M.

MINUTES OF HEARING BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON GENERAL
WELFARE OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN ON THE FOLLOWING
MATTER:

“No. 1242, Request of the conference of organized labor to the'Board to hold
hearings and to invite the Board of Education and city officials to answer why
the demands for better educational facilities have not been respected.”

Public School No. 6, Steinway Avenue, between Broadway and Jamaica Avenue,

Astoria, Long Island City, April 12, 1917: 800 P. M.

Present—Alderman Robitzek, Chairman; Collins, Ferguson, Members of Com-
mittee on General Welfare.

Chairman Robitzek—This is a meeting of the Committee on General Welfare,
for the purpose of considering a petition presented by the conference of organized
labor and others, to consider school facilities in the City of New York.

Is Mr. Peter A. Brady, the petitioner, here?

Mr. Coler—Mr. Brady was also at Albany and was still arguing the Committee
when I left. I think his train was late.

The Chairman—Mr. Brady is the Secretary of the Conference of Organized Labor,
which presented the petition to the Board of Aldermen, which has been referred to
this Committee for hearing and determining. Mr. Brady being .absent unavoidably,
we will hear from Mr. Seidel, of the Citizens' and Parents’ Association of Public
School No. 6.

Mr. George Seidel—The Citizens” and Parents’ Association of Public School No.
6. Queens, respectfully call your attention to the efforts of the parents to obtain
better and sufficient school accommodations at Public School No. 6, and after four
years of continual agitation and demand of the Board of Education, and by recom-
mendations through our representative in the Board of Education Mr. Bernard Suy-
dam, not the slightest heed has been given any recommendation, protest, or demand
of the parents or their commissioner by the said Board of Education, and the result
has been intolerable congestion at this school.

The register of our school in the years 1912, 1,621 ; 1913, 1,828; 1914, 1,927; 1915,
1,967 1916, 2,036. To-day the register is 2.050.

The legal seating capacity is but 1,573, while the sittings are 1,664. The increase
in registry from 1912 to 1916 has been 420 pupils, or the equivalent of ten classes.
There are 18 classes on double session, and two classes on part time. Little or_no
play ground space has been another serious handicap.

We contend, therefore, that, with the present attendance at this sch ul, and the
prospect of a largely increased population in the near future, due to the opening of
the new rapid transit lines, a new school is the only proper relief for the present
congestion.

We have been offered relief by the Board of Education by their promise to install
the work-study-plan. Leaving aside entirely the question of the merits of the plan,
we contend that beyond any doubt, it is absolutely impracticable to make such alter-
ations and changes as are proposed for the installation of this plan in our particular
school No. 6, Queens.

From a sanitary viewpoint, the basement which will house from 300 to 400 chil-
dren at all hours of the day under this plan is absolutely unfit for such purposes.
Four of the present class rooms now being used under pressure for space are totally
unfit for class room work. The vision of the children is seriously impaired by poor
light. Under the duplicate plan it is proposed to continue these four unfit class rooms
for regular work, and twelve of the finest and best rooms in the new portion of our
building are to be taken for shops, kitchens, and special activities.

Economically it is worse than a failure. It constitutes gross misappropriation,
and wilful waste of public funds, as the remodeled school will at best accommodate
only about 150 pupils more than the present register, and for this it is proposed to
expend the greater part of $99,000. The balance of this money is for the acquisition
of six lots for so-called organized play under the duplicate school plan, and these
lots are across the street and away from the general supervision of the school. Fur-
ther this additional land for play ground was to be entirely contingent upon the
introduction of the Gary plan,

The Board of Education has given us the alternative of accepting this relief or
nothing. The parents have unquestionably and unanimously at two separate mass
meetings held for this purpose, decided not to accept this conditional offer of relief,
for the one good reason that the proper relief cannot possibly be obtained in this
manner.

The parents therefore recommend, suggest and pray that the erection of an en-
tirely new school building be commenced on the site already owned by the city, at
Pierce and Fourth Avenues, and that the $99,000 appropriated for alterations at No. 6
be put to a more practical use in erecting so much of a new school building as the
$99,000 will permit as a start. The parents are perfectly willing to sacrifice this bet-
ter termed misappropriation for the alteration of P. S. No. 6 for a real appropria-
tion towards erecting a new school.

‘We contend that in this manner both the city and the school patrons will get
three times the value of this money. First, a ten-lot school site which has been lying

dormant for 15 years or more is immediately available without the expenditure of a

‘{ dollar for land. Secondly, full value in new and additional construction for the

$99.000, and thirdly because it affords the only sane and proper solution of present
and future relief.

In conclusion we ask particularly and emphatically that the Board of Education
be enjoined from making any alterations or further plans for the remodeling of P.
S. No. 6 while this investigation by your honorable committee is being conducted,
and its findings made conclusive.

The Chairman—Mr. Seidel, have you copies of your report?

Mr. Seidel—Yes.

The Chairman—Would you send copies of it to the several members of the
Committee?

Mr. Seidel—Yes.

The Chairman—I am very much interested in what you said and I would like
to have copies of your report.

Mr. Seidel—I will send one to each member of the Committee,

The Chairman—Mr. Doyle.

(No response.)

Mr. Rudolph Bleckwenn, representing parents in vicinity of new school advo-
cated.
Mr. Rudolph Blackwenn—Mr. Chairman and members of the Aldermanic Inves-
tigating Committee: o

Having conducted a personal investigation in regard to the building of a new
school on the property owned for the past 12 years or more by the City of New
York, which is bounded by Pierce, Fourth and Fiith Avenues, First Ward, Bor-
ough of Queens, I find that within a radius of five blocks of this site, there are
more than 500 children attending Public Schools Nos. 4, 5 and 6, which are located

from 10 to 15 blocks from this site.
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In order for the children to reach these schools, it is necessary to cross differ-
ent trolley lines, and also many streets where there is a continuous line of auto-
mobile and other traffic. .

On account of these conditions, it is nccessary in many cases for parents to
accompay their children to and from school. )

Many of these children are forced to go without their noon-day meal on account
of the cistance and time consumed in travel. Tn stormy weather the children are
often olliged to sit all day in wet clothing due to distances which they have to
travel in order to reach their respective schools. _

In conclusion, on behalf of the parents of these children, I respectfully request
vour most honorable Committee to thoroughly investigate this matter, and by do.mgl
50, I fecl that you will find that the erection of a new school is the only possiblel
way to remedy existing conditions, and also relieve the congestion in the other
schools,  (Applause.)

The Chairman—Mr. Henry C. Riehl. -

Mr. Henry C. Riehl—Mr. Chairman and the Examining Board: As father of
two children who are now attending Public School No. 5, 1 can verify to the .rer'narks
of the p-evious speaker. The site in question, where the school is advocated, 1s in the
center of a locality which is long restricted to residencgs and where no factory sites
can he huilt. The site in question is hetween the subway and “L” stations of the
Broadw:y and Washington Avenue line, and with these facilitiees you can imagine
the numerous families that are going to be coming out in this section in the very
near future. ' _

On 1ccount of the present congestion in the schools and the distance that child-
ren now have to travel, [ think it is most cssential that it is necessary enough to erect
a school in the section where a site which the city now owns is located.

As state] before, the railroad facilities will be the means of bringing out numer-
ous families to this section, and it is only going to be a matter of time when it 1s
going tc be a matter of compulsion to huild a new school, and it certainly seems
to me, ts a iather of two children now attending school, that we should take time
Dy the forelock and erect a school in. the very near future. (Applause.) )

The Chairman—Thomas M. Quinn, Ex-Alderman and Sheriff of Queens County.

Mr. Thomas M. Quinn—Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, T have not pre-
pared any brief, but 1 felt that if my presence here this evening might be of any
assistance to the neighborhood, 1 would gladly come. T have learned from the few
remarks since I have come here that the Board of Education admits that there is
something wanting in Public School No. 0. and I feel irom an economic standpoint
that it vould De useless, it would be a shame to spend $103,000 and still have nothing
but a remodeled school building whose original cost did not equal that.

1t affords me great pleasure to hear Mr. Blackwenn remind the Committee of the
land thet is owned by the Board of Education and has been owned for many years,
that s lying idle just midway between this and the nearest school to the south,
that is ~ust 20 long blocks away from here. )

[ fcel that it is something that will have to be done in the very near future as
a necessity to build a new school housc in that neighborhood. Conditions in this par-
ticular t.eighborhood are unknown. Today it is the principal business center of Long
Island City. The section in which the land is owned by the city is the residential
section, and I believe that the presence of the Committee of the Board of Alder-
men being here tonight is significant of the fact that they want to see justice done
to our Jarticular end of the city.

On behalf of my neighbors 1 want to thank them for their presence. I want
to thanl; them for the interest they are taking in us. [ will ask them to look over
the gronnd carefully, and 1 believe that if they will give the matter much consider-
ation they will endorse the sentiment expressed by Mr. Bleckwenn,

Gentlemen, thank vou. (Applause.) 7

The Chairman—Mrs. Ed. Mattliews, President of the Mothers” Club of Public

School No. 6. ‘
Mrs. Edward Matthews—Mr. Chairman and members of the General Welfare

Committee: .

I represent the Mothers' Club of Public School No. 6, Queens, and I wish to give
vou a f>w facts regarding our school conditions.

In ctober, 1914, the Mothers' Club appointed a Building Committee to work to
improvc the conditions of the school as there were at that time over 300 children on

art ture.

' We called on Chairman Wilsey of the Committee on Buildings of the Board of
Education and explained conditions in the school.  Mr. Collins, the Deputy Super-
mtendent of School Buildings investigated and found our report to be true. We hoped
at that time that the erection of a new building would be the result. However, an
annex was recommended.

The Chairman—Recommended by the Committee on Building Sites?

Mrs. Matthews—Yes. Our committee inspected and suggested various vacant
stores and huildings in the vicinity, but many reasons were given us why these places
could not be used.

Finally it was decided that the annex would be built on the property adjoining
the school and be rented to the Board of Iiducation. By this time it was the Spring
of 1915, and conditions werc growing worse, Although we visited various officials to
expedit: matters this proposition was finally given up through delay in passing upon
the terris of the lease.

In the Fall of 1915, we again brought up the crowded condition of the school.
We learned that it might e possible for us to get a portable building on the site
owned Ty the city at Fourth and Pierce Avenues. This would have relieved the con-
gestion as a great many children come from that section. However, this was
denied 1s.

The next recommendation by the Board of Education was an addition to the
school, for which an appropriation was asked. For some reason instead of an addi-
tion, we were told that the Gary or duplicate plan would be installed. The Mothers’
Club went on record with the Board of Education and the Board of Estimate, request-
ing that the Gary plan he not installed in Public School No. 6, until it had demon-
strated its value m the schools in which it was then being tried. Our wishes in this
matter having been disregarded, and as the plans for the alteration of our building
were heing completed, we, with other representatives of our community appeared be-
fore thz Board of Education to request the original addition. Our Borough Presi-
dent, Mr. Connolly, protested for us to the Board of Estimate and asked that our
appropriation might not be lost,

As part of the appropriation was to he used to purchase lots for playground space
we hopzd to get the badly needed plavground. But it seems this, too, has been denied
us. It appears that we have been treated like disobedient children.

Th: situation might have been relieved three years ago with much less expense,
but we met with nothing but denials and delays.

Gentlemen, we are of the opinion that, regardless of what is claimed for the Gary
system, it cannot be of use in solving the situation in Public School No. 6, and what
we wart 1s a new huilding. (Applause.)

Th> Chairman—At this time Mr. Seidel has submitted several communications
and petitions and he has requested me to file them with the Clerk of the Committee
and they will, of course, appear in the minutes of the Committee, One of these
communaications is from the Chairman of the Local School Board No. 42, Borough
of Queens, Mr. Shugrue.

One is a communication on the school sites and buildings required in District
No. 42, New York City, as recommended by the Local School Board, being a report
of the Chairman of the School Board of District No. 2, and a communication addressed
to Mr, Palmer, Secretary of the Board of IZducation, on February 13, 1917, and signed
by the Secretary of Local School Board No. 42. :

There is also a communication which I will offer at this time from the Tax-
payers’ Association of Nichmond Borough, Staten Island, and a communication from
the principal of Public School No. 34, Borough of The Bronx.

“April 12, 1917.

“Gizerar Wrerare Coaanrrer, Board of Aldermen, New York City.

“Gentlemen—In reference to the proposed investigation of the adequacy and
cffectiveness of the New York City educational system, I beg to submit copies
of the semi-annuul reports of Local School Board No. 42, Borough of Queens,
covering the requirements of this district and the difficultiese not within the
efforts of the Local School Board to provide proper school facilities for the
children of this section.

“As an example, I beg to cite the case of the recommendation of the Local
School Board in reference to the purchase of a site and the erection of a school
building in the vicinity of Caldwell Avenue Nassau Heights, Elmhurst and also
the erection of a permanent school huilding at Forest Hills.,

“After continual advocation on the part of the Local School Board for a
number of years for the adoption of these recommendations they were finally
approved by the member of the Board of Education, the Board of Superin-
tendents, and adopted by the Board of Education and forwarded to the Board
of Estimate. ;

“We now understand that it is proposed that by making certa oes 1
Public Sckool No. 8 and Public School No. 72,yand ha%'i;; tdélutfl}éans%::i(;g
classes in these schools it will not be necessary to erect a new building at Nas-
sau Heights.

“This may be a caving of money but it is very evident that this -
ment will not betefit the children of Nassau Heights who will stillt htav:' ?Orr:\rr;%ee‘
or be conveyed a long distarice ta school as at present, and mentioned in attached
report.  Very truly yours,

(Signed) “M. J. SHUGRUE, Chairman Local School Board No. 42 Bor-
ough of Queens. '

“83 Kingsland Ave, Corona, N. Y.”
“Elmhurst, N. Y., March 16, 1916.
“My. A. E. PALMER, Secretary Board of Education, $9th Street and Park Avenue,
New York City, N. V.

“Dear Sir—Following is a report of the conditions now existing in Local
School Board. District No. 42, from which it is evident the urgent necessity that
proper provision be made to take care of the school accommodations for this
section which is fast improving and at the opening of the clevated lines on Sec-
ond Avenue and Roosevelt Avenue in the near future will then increase at a
rate that it will be impossible for our school systems to keep up with,

“Newtown High School—

“Conditions of ever crowding and improper school facilities are even worse
than at the time of our last report and notwithstanding the fact that this
recommendation stands first on the list of H. S. submitted by the Board of Super-
intendents nothing has been done to help the situation.

“Public School No. 19, Lake St. 41st and 42nd Sts. Corona— ;

“The new elevated structure which is now about completed and will have
trains running on the same in the near future passes over the school property
and so close to the building that it will interfere with the work of this school.

“A new school building located at Lake Street—41st and 42nd Street—is neces-
sary and should be in course of construction at this time.

“Pierce Ave., Rapelyea and Brielle St., Steinway Ave—

“The crowded conditions which have existed at Public School No. 6, Stein-
way Avenue have now reached a stage which is almost unbearable, notwithstand-
ing the fact that this Board has repeatedly requested that some action be taken
to relieve these conditions until at the present time we now have 544 children on
part time. Various propositions have been suggested by this Board to bring
about relief, but all have been of no avail. It was suggested that the auditor-
ium be divided into class rooms with movable partitions, but this plan has not
been approved.

“The owner of the property adjacent to the school building offered to erect
a building which would be leased to the City for school purposes, but finally
tired of waiting for the Board of Education to adjust matters and decided to
use his capital for other purposes.

“The erection of a portable building on the City site at Pierce and Rape-
lyes Avenues and Brielle Street was recommended by the Board of Education;
authorized by the Board of Aldermen; but not approved by the Board of Esti-
mate and the people of this section who are heavily taxed for school accom-
modations which they are deprived of are forced to sit back and watch the sit-
uation drift, while the Board of Estimate is trying to make up its mind as to
whether a Gary school should be organized at this school.

“The selection of a site and the erection of a school in the vicinity of 16th
Street and Graham Avenue was suggested, but no favorable action taken.

"In view of the above facts and the necessity of providing accommodations
at once for a section which has indeed been neglected, we would suggest that a
permancnt building be erected on the present site at Pierce and Rapelyea Avenues
and Brielle Street as soon as possible.

“Caldwell & Brittonere Sts., Elmhurst—

“The selection of a site and the erection of a permanent building for this
scetion has been recommended by this Board repeatedly.

“The children of this section are not within walking distance to the nearest
school available and are forced to travel by trolley car and stage which is both
dangerous and unhealthy,

“East Llmuhrst—

“A three room portable building formerly used at Public School No. 17, has
been erected in this section and while it is furnishing temporary relief only, it
should not delay the selection of a site for a permanent building.

“Heretofore a stage has traveled to this section to take the children to
P. S. 92 and P. S. 15, and notwithstanding that the Local Board who have been
over the field and understand the necessity of this stage and have so recommended,
the Board of Education has scen fit to remove this stage.

“Action should also be taken to provide a permanent site and school for this
neighborhood.

“Forest Hills—

. “A permanent site having been selected arrangements should be made for
the erection of a permanent building.
“Lorest Hills Gardens—

“This school having now been made a separate school, a site for a permanent
building should be selected before the property is built up. This would allow
the purchase of this property at a better figure than later on when new buildings
may cover the site required.

“P. S 12—Winfield—

“We again wish to recommend the selection of a site to provide for a new
building which will be required when this section starts to build up with the
opening of the elevated and the construction of apartment houses in this vicinity.
“P. S. 92 Playground—

“The vacant plot adjoining this school is necessary for playgrounds and to
provide for an addition to this school which is central to the population drawn
upon.

“It is rumored that the owner intends to sell this property for building lots
and something should be done at once.
“General—

“A year ago we suggested that the Public Libraries be located in the school
building and as we have received no reply as yet, would therefore, like to know
the position of the Board of Education on this matter.

“A Social Center has been held at P. S. 89, during the past with excellent
results as noted in the report to the Board.

“Another social center has been organized in P. S. 16, Corona.

“A general steady increase in registration is noted throughout the district,
the total increase for the past year amounting to 747.

“We would request that the Board kindly advise us regarding what action
was taken on our suggestion that street in front of the School 14, be properly
paved to assist them in keeping the school rooms clear.

“The local school board is very much interested in the progress made in
connection with the above items and would request that they be informed with
the above items and would request that they be informed from time to time as
to what action has been taken. Very truly yours,
< , Chairman, Local School Board No. 42, Borough of Queens,
“—  — Secretary.”

“School Sites and Buildings Required in District No. 42, New York City, As
recommended by the Local School Board—

“General Statement: This district comprises those sections of Queens Bor-
ough known as Astoria, Steinway, Woodside, Winfield, Elmhurst, Corona, Corona
Heights, North Beach, Forest Hills, and Middle Village. Tt includes schools num-
ber: 3, 5,6, 7,9, 11, 14, (17, 18)) 16, 19, 78 (12), 84 (8), &, 87, 89 (13),
92 (10, 15), 101.

“This section is connected with Manhattan Borough by the Queensborough
Bridge: 92nd St. Ferry; the Astoria, Steinway, Corona, Flushing, and Calvary
lines of the New York & Queens County trolley; and the bridge local service
?nd the main line of the Manhattan & Queens Traction Corporation from
amaica.

= “The Brooklyn Rapid Transit, with the Flushing, Metropolitan, and Grand -
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Street lines, gives connection with Brooklyn. The Long Island R. R. to Penn-
sylvania Station and 34th St. Ferry has stations at Woodside, Winfield, Corona
ard Forest Hills. ’

“Two elevated roads, Steinway-Astoria and Woodside-Corona, now build-
ing and nearing completion, are almost entirely in this school district. They
ccnnect with the Queenshorough Dridge and will give low fare rapid transit
between most of the communitics named above and the Boroughs of Manhat-
tan, The Bronx, and Brooklyn.

“Considerable residential huilding, especially of apartment houses, is under
way, based upon the present transit facilities and in anticipation of the open-
ing of the elevated roads. Manufacturing plants are coming into the district
alout the Bridge Plaza and thousands of employees will seek homes in this
Borough. The actual operation of the elevated roads will unquestionably stim-
ulate building to an unprecedented degree.

“Specific Needs—Present conditions and the needs of the immediate future
demand that school sites be acquired and school buildings erected, as follows:

(1), Steinway—On the site already owned by the City of Pierce and Rapelye
avenues and Brielle Street, Long Island City, a building should be erected to
relieve Public School No. 6. P. S. No. 6 has 319 pupils on part time and 1s
repidly growing.

“(2). Corona—A site should he acquired and building erected at Lake,
4st, and 42nd Streets, Carona, to replace P. S. No. 19, The new elevated road
on Roosevelt Avenue cuts across one corner of the present school plot. The
running of trains within a few feet of the building will seriously interfere with
tte work of the school.

“(3). Elmhurst—A site should be acquired and building erected at Cald-
well and Brittonere Streets, Elmhurst, to accommodate pupils now transported
b trolley and stage to P. S. No. 89 and to relieve that school.

“(4) East Elmhurst—A site should be acquired and building erected at East
Elmhurst to replace the present two-room portable building, to accommodate
pipils now walking long distances to P. S. No. 92 and to supply the growing ter-
ritory north of Jackson Avenue,

“(3) Forest Hills Gardens—A site should be acquired and building erected
at Forest Hills Gardens to replace the present four-room portable building, P. S.
No. 101, and to anticipate growth of community. _

“(6) Forest Hills—A building should be erected on the site owned by the City
at Colonial Avenue, Livingston and Meteor Streets, Forest Hills, to replace the
present two-room portable building, P. S. No. 3, and to anticipate growth of
community. The Board of Education has asked for $2,500 for alterations to P.
S. No. 3, now standing on private plot. This money might better be spent in
moving the building to the city-owned site. .

“(7) Winfield—A site should be acquired and building erected at Winfield,
north of Woodside Avenue, and near Fiske Avenue, to relieve P. S. No. 78 and
F. S. No. 12, which are now filled to capacity, and to meet rapid development
aong Jackson and Roosevelt Avenues. ,

“(3) Playgrounds—Playgrounds should be acquired while plots are still va-

cant, in rear of P, S. No. 89, Elmhurst, and of P. S, No. 92, Corona.
“MICHAEL ]. SHUGRUE, Chairman.

“Grorge S. LTHIER, Secretary.”

“February 13th, 1917.
“Mr. A, E. Pavuer, Secretary, Board of Education, 59th St. and Park Ave, New
York City:

“Dear Sir—Following is a report of Local School Board No. 42, Queens,
covering the recommendations for the purchase of sites and erection of school
b 1ildings necessary in order to provide proper school facilities for the children
of this district. The section covered by this district is connected to Manhattan
by the various car lines over the Queenshoro Bridge, ferries from 34th Street
a1d 92nd Street, L. 1. R. R. to Penn. Station, and the new elevated system through
the Steinway Tunnel, in addition to which there are three car lines connecting
with the Borough of Brooklyn.

“It is evident from the above transportation facilities that the section is and
will grow faster than school accommodations can be provided and we are there-
fore naming the items in the order that they are needed.

“Item No. 1—Site and building in the vicinity of Caldwell and Brittonere
Streets (Elmhurst).

“4 site should be purchased and a building erected at the above location,
which is about haliway hetween Public School No. 72 and Public School No. 89,
it. order to provide for the children of this section.

“This school would take about 300 children from Public School No. 72 and
a-d ahout 400 children from Public School No. 8% relieving both of these schools
which are now in a crowded condition and on part time.

“The children from this section are now conveyed to school by stages and
trolley cars at a cost of approximately $3,200 per year, and as this means of
conveyance is unhealthy and dangerous, the residents have been demanding for
the past three vears that some relief be given, but have been unable to gain
a1y as yet. The Local School Board has investigated this section thoroughly
and cannot even find accommodations for temporary quarters, and as the need
iv most urgent we recommend that something be done at once, thereby pro-
viding relief not only to this section, but also the two districts adjoining, where
taxpayers are also complaining for more accommodations. .

“Item No. 2—New building on site now owned by City at Pierce and Rapelye
Avenues (Astoria).

“Although this location is not in District No, 42, the members of this Board
wish to unite with Local School Board No. 41 in recommending that a building
be erected on this property and thereby avoid crowded conditions in Public
Schools Nos. 5 and 6, which are in District No. 42, and where there are almost
1200 children on part time and double session at the present time. '

“The new elevated system now in operation passes through this section
and no provision has been made for the increase of population to follow, not-
withstanding that recommendations have been made by this Board several times.

“Item No, 3—Building on City's site at Forest Hills.

“It is recommended that a permanent building be erected on the site now
owned by the City at Forest Hills which would provide proper facilities for Forest
Hills, Sage Foundation and Kew Gardens, where there are now three separate
sats of portable buildings with an organization that it not satifactory, thereby
making necessary to pay for the transportation of children to other schools.

“ltem No. 4—New Building for Public School No. 19.

“Present school building of Public School No. 19 will have to be abandoned
owing to interference by the elevated road which will start in operation in a few
months and as the section befween Public School No. 19 and Public School No.
89 is to be developed into a large apartment house section, which is now started, it
i recommended that a new huilding be built west of Public School No. 19 to
tike care of this new section and also the present section in the vicinity of Public
School No. 19. The present site could no doubt be exchanged for a new site in
tie location wanted. This work should be started at once as the real estate
developments will proceed at a very rapid pace as soon as the elevated is in
aperation. This school would also provide for some relief at Public School No.
15 and Public School No, 92.

“Ttem No. 5—Secure site and erect building at East Elmhurst.

“The present two-room portable buildings should be replaced by a permanent

huilding on a new site at Fast Elmhurst, which is located at too great a distance
from Public School No. 92 to have children travel to same.

“The Taxpayers’ Association of this section has called upon our Board
s>veral times demanding that they be given a permanent building which will take
cire of the fast growing section north of Jackson Avenue and thereby avoid
t1e danger of the children having to cross the busy thoroughfare of Astoria and
Jackson Avenues,

“Item No. (—Site and building, Jackson Heights.

“Jackson Heights is a section north of Public School No. 89 along the new
clevated road and continuing over to Jackson Avenue, )

“The Queenshoro Corporation owns about 4,500 lots in this section and have
already huilt six five-story apartments which are occupied, and work is now in
progress on a number more and have plans arranged to continue on this building
to take care of the influx due to the new elevated system. )

“This development will De large enough to demand a school building for
this section alone and it is recommended that a site be selected and building

(%rtectctd in the vicinity of Polk and Fillimore Avenues, between 20th and 2lst
Streets.

“Item No. 7—Playground, Public School No. 92.

“This Board again wishes to recommend the purchase of the property in the
rear of Public School No. 92 to allow for future extension of building and for
playground purposes. This is the only vacant plot available in this section and
can be now purchased at a fair figure in comparison to any property which may
he selected upon at a future date.

:‘Item_ No. 8—Playground, Public School No. 89,

‘A similar condition to that at Public School No. 92 prevails at Public
School No. 89, where vacant property can now be purchased adjoining the school
for playground purposes and it 1s recommended that steps be taken at this time
to purchase this property at this time rather than selecting at some future date
property which will have buildings erected upon it.

“Item No. 9—Playground, Public School No, 16.

_ “Adjoining Public School No. 16 is a plot of ground on which the frame
huilding formerly stood. This property should be put in shape in order that it
may be used for suitable playground purposes.

“Local School Board No. 42 wishes to impress upon the members of the
Board of Education that we have given considerable time to the study of school
problems in our district, and have thoroughly investigated the conditions before
making the above recommendations. We have tried to gain the confidence of
the people of this community by constantly looking out for the welfare of their
school children and recommending in advance that certain facilities be provided
to meet emergencies that we see coming, but regret we have received very little
eicouragement irom the Board of Education, who have not seen fit to adopt
the recommendations we have made from year to vear, or explained to us why the
recommendations should not be adopted. We have tried to make the Local
School Board the connecting link between the community and the Board of
Fducation, by which the people of this section may obtain the proper school
accommodatxons.to which they are entitled; however, we cannot hope to retain
the confidence of our people unless we obtain results for our efforts.

. "We ieel that theirs is an urgent need for the improvement in school con-
ditions, which we recommend and earnestly request, that this report may be
given proper consideration by observing conditions as they now exist, and that
you will advise us as to what action is taken in the matter. Yours very truly,

) Pt g vy , Secretary, Local School Board No. 42.

{2 pessps g3y , Chairman, Local School Board No. 42
The Chairman—Mr. Edward Steinkey.

(No response.)

The Chairman—DMr. James Murnane of the Dutch Kills Association.

(No response.)

The Chairman—Or Mr. Henry C. Reed.

Mr. Seidel—That is Mr. Riehl.

The Chairman—On the list you have given me it reads Reed.

Mr. Seidel—Mr. Riehl has spoken here, but the other people were to be present
and will be here later to present some reasons along the same line,

' t.The Chairman—Mr. Albert Hennings of the Astoria Heights Taxpayers Asso-
ciation,

Mr. Albert Hennings—Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee, . ladies and
gentlemen. T desire, on behalf of the Astoria Heights Taxpayers Association, to
present to the Committee to-night some conditions that exist at Bryant High School.
The conditions at Bryant High School have been for a long timé the highest con-
cern of the people of this community,

After long agitation, we succeeded in finally getting the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment to make an appropriation for a new school addition. This appro-
priation, I am informed, amounts to about $500,000, and will remedy most of the
conditions about which we have heretofore complained.

. There are, however, some conditions now existing that, we think, require imme-
diate attention and correction.

_ The sanitary conditions are very bad. As cloak rooms, there are closets stand-
ing in the halls along the walls. The few hooks they contain are wholly insufficient
for properly hanging up the garments. In fact, so small and inadequate are the
accommodations for clothing that much of it protrudes out of the closets upon the
floor, making it impossible to close the doors.

Sometimes a class of about 100 girls have to change from school costume to
gymnasium dress in a storeroom occupied by lumber and cast-off furniture, There
are no shower baths for the use of th® boys and friends on visiting teams after
violent exercise. They have to crowd into a room used as a plumbing shop to
resume their street clothing, and, except for the running water offered by the sink
faucets, only eight of them in all, they must dress and go out in the street in their
sweat and dust without the sanitary protection of a shower bath and rub down. The
absence of gymnasium lockers results in confusion, inconvenience and loss of suits
and slippers belonging to the Athletic Association, lent to members of the team. In
fact, 1t is no uncommon thing to see students, both young men and women, carrying
their gymnasium slippers along with their books to school each day.

At Bryant High School there are being held day and night sessions. Classes
for both men and women, day and night. The rules of the Board of Education
require that a woman be present at all times as matron in all classes attended by
girls. There were two such women at one time. At present there is but one. The
other has been sick and away for the past month and no assignment has been made
for her place.

There were also at one time three men to take care of the building, outside of
the firemen. One of these men has been taken away and there are at present two
men and a woman to clean the entire building. One of these men is partly physically
incapacitated and walks with a cane, and, because of lack of help, nine rooms re-
mained last week wholly uncleaned. Despite this shortage of help at Bryant High
School, the janitor last Wednesday morning, while I was speaking to Doctor De-
marest, was called to the telephone and requested to send help to Public School No.
83 in Ravenswood.

These conditions exist at Bryant High School to-day, and, in behalf of the
Astoria Taxpayers and Business Men's Association, we ask you to give your help
and consideration to these things and see if they cannot be remedied. They are
questions of sanitation and should be attended to without delay. (Applause.)

The Chairman—Have you taken the matters up with the Board of Health?

Mr. Hennings—Not yet. 1 was only informed as to these conditions yesterday
norning.

The Chairman—Mrs. J. W. Bailey, President of the Mothers Club of Public
School No. 4, Long Island City. _

Mrs. J. W. Bailey—Mr. President and gentlemen of the Welfare Committee,
ladies and gentlemen, I come as a representative of the Mothers Club of Public
School No. 4. 1 have very little to say, but what I say I want to go right home.

We are addressing your honorable body at this time, hoping that we may con-
vince you of the necessity for additional playgrounds surrounding Public School

No. 4, Long Island City, and the advisability— . )
The Chairman—Pardon me, just a moment. Where is Public School No. 47 Let

us get the exact location, )
Mrs. Bailey—Prospect and Crescent Streets, Long Island City.

(Continuing)—of securing surrounding property while said property is com-
paratively cheap. . ' . .

This building, school No. 4, has a legal seating capacity of nineteen hundred eight
pupils (1908). It extends from Crescent to Prospect Street, and the playgrounds on
the Prospect Street side are a story higher than those on Crescent Street. The part
of the building fronting on Crescent Street has a legal seating capacity of one thou-
sand ninety-four (1,094). The play yards on the same side contain four thousand seven
hundred eighty (4,780) square feet of space. This, as you will see, prpvxdes a little
over four square feet of space for each pupil. We are sure you will agree with
us that this is an entirely inadequate space for a playground for these pupils.

On the Prospect Street side of the building there are eight hundred fourteen
(814) pupils. The yards on that side contain eight thousand one hundred eighty-four
(8,184) square feet of space, or a little over ten (10) square feet for each pupil.
While this amount of space per pupil is more than twice the amount provided by the
Crescent Street yards, it is less than the amount of floor space required to properly
seat pupils in classrooms. In addition to the inadequacy of the space on the Crescent
Street side of the building, those yards are shut in by a stone wall on two sides that
prevents them from receiving a proper amount of light and sgnshine. ) )

Unsatisfactory as these conditions are at the present time, they will be still
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more so when this locality is more thickly settled and it becomes necessary to estab-
lish re:reation centres in this school.

The land that would be needed to enlarge these yards could be bought at the
present time at a comparatively reasonable price; part of it is occupied by small
buildinzs and part of it is vacant. ,

Wo therefore earnestly and respectfully urge that, while property in this locality
can be bought for a reasonable price, your honorable body will take such measures
as may e necessary to secure additional land for the enlargement of this site.

I would also like to say that this afternoon we held a meeting in our school to
make u presentation to our school of two very beautiful American flags and our
Mothers' Club was invited to attend that meeting, and I can assure you, gentlemen,
that we had about 15 or 20 mothers, and that was all that we were able to accommo-
date in our assembly hall besides the children; and I can assure you we were very
crowded at that. You can just realize when I tell you that we have got to have an
assemb v hall as well, and another thing, our janitor service is very poor, very, very
poor. We have not the men that we should have and that are necessary to keep our
school in a sanitary condition. There have been complaints made and they are per-
fectly -ight in complaining, the parents are, of the conditions, but our hands are
tied ani we don’t seem to be able to get the proper redress that we, as parents, de-
serve,
I want to file our report with you, and I hope all that can be done you will do
for Public School No. 4. (Applause.)

Th> Chairman—We will be glad to have you file your report with the Committee.

Mrs. Annie E. Gray, member of Mothers’ Club of Public School No. 4, Queens.

Mrs. Annie E. Gray—Mr. Chairman and Members of your Honorable Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen: TIn a general way, my word is to endorse what our presi-
dent, Mrs. Bailey, has already said: The lack of playgrounds and assembly space,
the uncanitary condition of the toilets, the general uncleanness of the building, and
the leak in the plumbing of long standing.

[ respectiully suggest as a remedy for the lack of playgrounds and assembly
space practically all the things that have been mentioned by Mrs. Bailey.

Second and third, the unsanitary condition of the toilets and the general unclean-
ness of the huilding seems to be directly traceable to our janitor system of paying the
janior a stated salary and permitting the janitor to hire such quality and quantity of
help as he most cheaply may, with consequent ill results for both pupils and faculty.
The remedy for this condition might seem to be for the Supervisor of Janitors to be
empowered to decide upon the help needed, and to pay separate and adequate salaries
to the 1ead janitor and the help.

I understand the janitor has heen known, outside of his salary of between $3,800
and $3.900, to manage to retain $2,100 of the same for himself, which leaves a very
small percentage for the help. This has been told to me on very good authority, but
[ am ir no position to substantiate it in a court of law. That is the way it was given
to me hy a very responsible person. The same man, I believe, employs women at
the rate of $1 per day, which, as you know, will not provide us with a meal in these
days at the high cost of living,

The reference to the leak in the plumbing of long standing ; such a condition should
he impossible. A committee on the care of the public schools should be empowered
to act directly and efficiently in said and similar conditions,

I would also suggest that convenient toilet paper containers be placed in the
toilets.

The Chairman—Doctor A. E. Perry, District Superintendent.

Do:tor A. E. Perry—Mr., Chairman, Mothers of the Committee, Ladies and
Gentlemen: [ had anticipated that I would be here solely in the character of an
auditor to hear what you and the members of the Aldermanic Committee might have
to say n reference to the schools, and to glean from that such help as I might, for
the bet-er performance of my own official duties. I feel that as an administrative
officer of the Department that it would hardly be fitting for me to address you
voluntarily, either to commend the work of the Department or to criticize it in any
details. [ think that if T am to render any service to you or the Committee, such
service would be best rendered probably by my readiness to answer any questions
as to d>tails that it might be in my power to give you information concerning.

[f [ may say this, | want to say that, to me as a supervisory official, this meet-
ing is « meeting of great inspiration. It is a meeting that is typical of the school
meetings in the United States of America and it indicates that the Americans are
jealous of the schools and of the service that is rendered by the schools to their most
precious possession, their children; and I want to say, as an official, that my own ideal
of service is that every question of educatignal policy should be decided, and in my
own mind I try to decide them, should be decided solely on the merits as to what best
serves the pupils in attendance on the schools.

[ taink, if we hold that one ideal before us, we cannot go far astray in our
administrative work. 1 am at the service of the Committee. )

The Chairman—What have you suggested, or what have you to suggest, to remedy
the evils that have been referred to here in the complaints of the several parties that
have appeared before the Committee? You have some ideas. [ know the Committee
will he glad to hear them. ‘

Doctor Perry—If I might answer specifically, the complaints, I got in here a
little lae, and I did not hear everything, but I heard some reference to Bryant High
School and conditions there. )

The Chairman—And conditions here in this school?

Doctor Perry—I have to say, as to the Bryant High School, that my own duties
do not go into the high schools.

_ The Chairman—I might say that the President of the Citizens’ and Parents’ Asso-
ciation Hf Public School No. 6 claims an increase in registration, and claims the pres-
ent registration is 2,050 as against a seating capacaity of approximately 1,600. What
have you to suggest in that regard?

Doctor Perry—The Local School Board of District No. 42—

The Chairman—This school is embraced in that district, is it not?
 Doctor Perry—Yes. I may say my position has to do with Local School Boards
in the Districts Nos. 41 and 42. You understand there are four Local School Board
Districts in the Borough of Queens. The District Superintendent is assigned by the
City Sup'erm_tcndent, subject, naturally, to reassignment, to two of those Local School
Board Districts, so that my supervisory work covers half of the Borough of Queens.

The Chairman—How many schools are there in that?

Doctor Perry—In my territory there are 33 schols. Twenty of them are graded
8-B schools. .

The Chairman—The others?

Doctor Perry—The others, some of them also are branches of other independent
schools. There are two high schools in the territory, but another District Superin-
tendent is assigned to cover the high schools for the city, so I do not work into the
high sc1ools.

The Chairman—You would not be in a position to make any recommendations to
this Committee in regard to Bryant High School?

Doctor Perry—No, except in a general way, as a member ex-officio of the Local
School 3oard, about conditions in regard to high schools as well as elementary schocls,
but my assignment is administrative. My administrative office does not take me into
the high schools.

The District line between 41 and 42 runs between this school, that is east and
west, between this School No. 6 and School No. 4. School No. 4 is at Prospect Street
and Crescent Street.

I heard two members of the Mothers’ Association of Public School No. 4 who just
preceded me in speaking here. The district line runs between that and Public School
No. 6, end the problems of congestion that have appeared in Public School 6 and are
maintained in Public School 4 and neighboring schools are problems that concern
yourselves and local school boards generally, and as I am the inspection member of
those tvo local school boards, I have considered that one of my chief duties has been
to co-ordinate the work of the two local school boards so they might be informed
in such a way that they might work together in the interest of this general community
for better results in both local school board districts.

We are right on the border line. Those two Boards some three years ago took
action by way of recommendation to the Board of Education as to what disposition
in their judgment should be made of the problems here. They offered the solution
that seemed wise to them. I, of course, as a member of the Local Board, made recom-
mendations to the Local Board which were entirely in keeping with the resolutions
that were passed by both of those Local Boards. We looked at the problem in this
way, and this seemed to be the solution, and I for one, have not seen any reason to

change it up to date:

The new Second Avenue Elevated road running out here to Astoria, any one can -
foresee, is going to bring an influx of population. Just when it will start, of course,
no one can prophesy, but certainly when it does start it is going to go on the jump,
just as it did in The Bronx. That means we are going to have this situation cof
congestion that appears here in No. 6, probably very rapidly accentuated here and in
the neighboring schools. ;

The Chairman—This will be a new Bronx then?

Doctor Perry—It will be perhaps a new Bronx, or possibly the people here will
v»iant to say the Bronx has become an old Queens. I do not know which. (Ap-
plause.)

But our analysis of the proposition is just this: Between here and Woodside
School No. 11, which is the nearest public school in that direction, which is east,
is a stretch of something over a mile, possibly nearer two miles. We saw that the
trolley lines, which frequently are established in territory of this character, created
very natural boundary lines for a school district. We saw that there are three
trolley lines, the Steinway line, in front of this building; the Broadway line up this
next street, and the Jackson Avenue line that forms the hypothenuse of the right
angled triangle. Those three trolley lines form a triangle, and it is our judgment that
provision should be made for the purchase of a site and the erection of a school
approximately in the center of that triangle. That triangle is a natural physical
school district, and undoubtedly will be before long settled in that triangle. That is
within the limits set by these three trolley lines, and we fathers and mothers know
what it means where our school children are crossing trolley lines when they go to
school.

I may interpolate perhaps the little personal note that I have two children now
well into the high school, and I have always felt in my administrative work that if
the public schools were not good enough for my children, then they were not good
enough for any child in the City of New York.

Now, I believe that this matter of a trolley is worthy of consideration. Here is
this natural triangle; a natural place for the location of a school is in the center
of that triangle. There is no question but what that territory is going to provide
such a population to maintain a fully graded school in that territory. A large pro-
portion of the pupils now registered here in this school live either within that tri-
angle or nearer to a site which we have in mind, within that triangle, so that that
would be a natural relief for this school, a school building placed there. Now, of
course, in order to get a school built, and the City takes the longer to get a school
building than to get a school site alone, inasmuch as the City has for some time
owned this site we have heard of, between here and Public School No. 4, the Local
Boards made the proper recommendations that while the site was being acquired in
this triangle that a building be immediately erected upon the site already owned
(applause), and that upon the completion of that building the pupils in excess here in
this school and in a somewhat crowded condition in No. 4 could be thrown into
that building and by the time that building was finished they would undoubtedly come
very close to filling the accommodations of that building.

In the meantime our thought was that a site would have been acquired in this
triangle and that a building would have been in the course of construction, and that
when that building in the triangle was completed, that the pupils in No. 4 who lived in
that direction and who had been rather forced to No. 4, would then go back to this
new school in the triangle, which would be their natural place for a school, and that
by that time the elevated road here would have opened up this territtory and that this
territory would then supply the school on the new site. That was the philosophy
of the solution offered by the Local School Boards Nos. 41 and 42.

As to what disposition of those recommendations has been made by the Board of
Education, I think testimony has been offered here.

The Chairman—That was a unanimous vote by the School Board?

Doctor Perry—A unanimous vote by the School Board, both Local School
Boards acting jointly on that matter.

The Chairman—Mr. Wessman, member of the Board of Education.

Mr. Wessman—I did not intend to speak to-night, being a new member of the
Board, only from October, and not being familiar with the school requirements of
this District 42, mine being 41, and even of 41 I am not yet familiar with all the
details or requirements. ~ ' .

[ found upon entering the Board that no comprehensive study had been made of
Queens. No one seemed to know the Borough as a whole, and its requirements. The
Board of Superintendents have assigned Doctor Shallow to make a survey of this
entire County, and upon its completion it will do much to straighten out some of
the tangles that do now exist, of schools overlapping each other.

You speak of Bryant High School, well, that is in my district. I have no control
over the situation. 1t comes under the High School Committee. If there is anything
that requires attention there and the Chairman of that Committce who read that
report will send me a copy of that report, I shall be very glad to use my influence to
correct anything that may be needed there. Likewise in the other schools.

I have tried to possess and become familiar with the schools, the teachers, the
principals, and have always been ready to give such time to the school work as may
be required. It has taken pretty near four to five afternoons a week. I am willing
to give it, and will give more, if necessary, provided results can be accomplished.

The Chairman—Mr. Horan. '

Mr, R. Horan—Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen:

The Chairman—Won't you come up here; please?

Mr. Horan—You see, Mr. Chairman, I am kind of bashiul, because I am one
of the great majority of men that have not got the one hundredth part of the courage
that the women have, who will go to the front and say they have a family and go into
the Mothers' Club. Now, we—that is, the other fellows like I—we kind of dodge
those issues and we always want to appear—I guess maybe a little single, which is
not right, of course, and we have lots of children and we unload them on the city
to educate them and bring them up and then if they do not turn out right we are
very apt to say, “There is your educational system.”

What confronts us up here in this section is the situation in which even the city or
any part of the official city cannot be held directly responsible. It is the outcome
of a rural district jumping over into a would-be big city district of towns over night,
brought about by the extension of rapid transit lines, and when these rapid transit
lines are projected, then a great many of us fellows that have not got the courage
to go ahead in school matters, we will sit down together and we will talk about where
the cat will jump. Of course, when the cat does jump we are generally wrong, and
this is what makes it so that we are in this present deplorable condition, as far as
room for our children is concerned.

This section right here has been away back a pioneer in the educational field, that
is in a field where they wanted the best they could possibly get for their children for
the least amount of money, and that was natural under a public educational system,
and when this old little school was built, back here, that was torn away to make
room for that larger one, for this one first, and then for that one. Why, I know °
when the first one was built that we went around with lists trying to get 20 scholars
to fill the room.

Well, the Almighty has led us to prosperity, as far as population is concerned,
and I think we have all done our duty. Didn't we, men? (Laughter and applause.)
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