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MAYOR ADAMS DELIVERS PUBLIC SAFETY WINS FOR NEW YORKERS OVER 

FIRST YEAR IN OFFICE 

  

Double-Digit Decreases in Shootings and Homicides in 2022 

  

Major Crime Down in November for First Time in 16 Months 

  

November Also Saw Reduction in Subway Crimes 

  

Corrections Facilities See Fewer Slashings and Increased Recovery of Contraband in Jails 

  

More New Yorkers Being Educated About Fire Safety 

  

Pedestrian Traffic Fatalities Down 

  

NEW YORK – New York City Mayor Eric Adams and senior leaders of the Adams 

administration’s public safety team today highlighted key public safety achievements made 

during Mayor Adams’ first year in office. While acknowledging that more work must be done to 

make all New Yorkers safe, Mayor Adams pointed to key indicators of progress, including 

double-digit decreases in shootings and homicides; a recent downtick in major crimes, both on 

the streets and in the subways; an increase in weapons found in jails; increasing fire safety 

training; and a reduction in pedestrian deaths; among other items. 

  

“It’s been almost a year since I took office as mayor, and thanks to Deputy Mayor Banks, Police 

Commissioner Sewell, the multitude of commissioners in our administration focused on public 

safety, and all their teams, we are making our city safer every day,” said Mayor Adams. 

“Murders and shootings are down by double digits this year, and, more recently, major crimes 

are down both on the streets and in the subways. We’re also making great strides through all of 

our different public safety agencies. We knew these changes wouldn’t happen overnight, but, 

every day, we continue to dam the many rivers that feed the sea of violence in our city with 

investments in both intervention and prevention. We’ll continue to engage New Yorkers at every 

level on the issue of public safety and make sure 2023 is even safer.” 
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Gun Violence – During year one of the Adams administration, the New York City Police 

Department’s (NYPD) strategies to address gun violence have had made a significant impact: 

• 6,985 guns have been seized citywide, and gun arrests citywide are at a 27-year high; 

• These seizures include 430 ghost guns, which marks a 73-percent increase compared with 

the same period in 2021 and is the highest number in city history; and 

• Year to date, shootings have declined by 17.5 percent, and shooting victims have 

decreased by 16.5 percent, which means 302 fewer people have been victims of gun 

violence this year as compared to last year and that lives have been saved, families kept 

intact, and neighborhoods made safer across all five boroughs. 

Subway Safety – In February, Mayor Adams announced phase 1 of his Subway Safety Plan to 

reduce crime in the subway system. In addition to efforts address transit crime, the 

administration made comprehensive investments to provide shelter to more than 3,000 New 

Yorkers experiencing homelessness in New York City subways. In October, Mayor Adams and 

New York Governor Kathy Hochul announced a surge of 1,200 additional overtime NYPD shifts 

in New York City subways to increase patrols on platforms and trains each day. The NYPD 

alone has completed more than 1 million subway station inspections in 2022, resulting in real 

progress in the transit system, including: 

• A 12.8-percent reduction in transit crime during the month of November; 

• Over 27,200 people removed from the system for breaking transit rules; and 

• Over 8,600 arrests in the subway system for breaking the law. 

Neighborhood Safety Teams – The Neighborhood Safety Teams employ focused crime 

reduction strategies, precision policing, and enhanced supervision to effectively improve quality 

of life, increase trust, and reduce gun violence in New York City: 

• Assigned to 30 commands and four public safety areas, the teams made more than 2,000 

arrests in 2022 — including 494 gun arrests — and seized 414 guns. 

Corrections – The New York City Department of Correction (DOC) has made significant 

progress addressing staff shortages and investing in its workforce, upgrading jails infrastructure, 

and taking steps to reduce violence behind bars: 

• In January 2022, approximately 2,600 uniform staff were out sick. As of the end of 

November, DOC was averaging under 800 daily sick absences — an approximately 70-

percent decrease. 

• DOC staff have recovered more than 5,000 weapons and over 1,300 items of drug 

contraband year to date, resulting in safer jails. More weapons were recovered during the 

first 10 months of 2022 than in the yearly totals for each year between 2018 and 2021. 

• DOC also launched a new tablet program for people in custody, providing them with 

access to a variety of free programming and services, including educational services, 

digital law library access, e-books, and the largest expansion of free phone accessibility 

in DOC history. 



• In Fiscal Year 2023 to date, DOC has seen a decrease in slashings and stabbings by 5 

percent department-wide and a 60-percent reduction at the Robert N. Davoren Center, 

which houses young adults. 

Fire Safety and Emergency Management – In 2022, the Fire Department of the City of New 

York (FDNY) made a concentrated effort to educate New Yorkers about fire safety and enhance 

emergency preparedness: 

• FDNY trained more than 258,500 New Yorkers in fire safety education — including 

nearly 140,000 students — and held over 2,000 fire safety presentations. 

• The city’s “Keeping Homes Fire Safe” campaign reached over 60,000 New Yorkers with 

life-saving fire safety information. 

• FDNY distributed or installed more than 13,000 smoke alarms and trained more than 

25,600 people in CPR training, including more than 7,000 high school students. 

• New York City Emergency Management (NYCEM) signed up 1 million New Yorkers for 

emergency alerts from Notify NYC in 13 languages and doubled the number of 

grassroots emergency networks that completed NYCEM’s Strengthening Community 

program. 

Traffic Safety – New York City is reducing traffic violence — bucking trends being 

experienced in the rest of the nation, which has seen pedestrian fatality rates reach a four-decade 

high: 

• In partnership with New York State, 24/7 speed camera operations began in August 2022 

and are already having a dramatic effect — reducing speeding in camera zones by 25 

percent. 

• In August, cameras recorded more than 755,000 speeding violations — a number that has 

continued to drop month after month, with approximately 661,000 violations in 

September, 586,000 in October, and 565,000 in November. 

• New York City is on pace to end this year with fewer traffic fatalities, stopping the rise in 

traffic fatalities that began in 2019. Pedestrian deaths are down 7.5 percent this year, with 

the current total the third lowest in the city’s recorded history. Overall traffic fatalities are 

also down 7.6 percent from 2021. 

“We call it the ‘public safety ecosystem’ – all of the city’s public safety agencies are working 

together as one toward our common goal of keeping New York City safe,” said Deputy Mayor 

for Public Safety Philip Banks III. “Each piece of that puzzle is critical to the health of the 

entire system. While there is certainly more work to be done, the results are clear that this 

strategy is working. Making sure the public feels safe and is safe remains our top priority, and 

we will continue to tackle public safety challenges head-on in a comprehensive way to protect 

New Yorkers.” 

  

“The NYPD is confident about the future of our department, our city, and all the people we 

serve,” said NYPD Commissioner Keechant L. Sewell. “Our team is in place; we are forward-

facing, innovative, and prepared for success in 2023 and beyond. This is our opportunity to work 



even harder to rise, meet, and overcome every challenge — because the women and men of the 

NYPD will never stop fighting for New Yorkers.” 

  

“Fire safety education is critical to public safety in our city,” said FDNY Commissioner Laura 

Kavanagh. “Our members engage with every neighborhood, working with schools, community 

groups, religious leaders, elected officials, and our fellow city agencies to distribute and install 

smoke alarms and bring lifesaving information in multiple languages to New Yorkers. We are 

pleased to stand with Mayor Adams to spread the message of fire safety to all New Yorkers.” 

  

“We are proud of the work we have done so far in the first year of the Adams administration,” 

said DOC Commissioner Louis A. Molina. “We are working every day to rebuild our agency 

from decades of neglect and create a sustainable, safer, and more humane correctional system for 

everyone who works and lives here. We will continue to use a commonsense approach to 

implement best correctional practices to ‘Get Stuff Done,’ and we thank Mayor Adams for his 

unwavering support and leadership.” 

  

“Throughout the year, the Sheriff’s Office led several new public safety initiatives to address 

community concerns and take significant action against a host of illegal activities,” said New 

York City Sheriff Anthony Miranda. “Working closely with our law enforcement partners, we 

are removing ghost cars and vehicles with illegal paper license plates from our streets, we are 

preventing ghost guns from spreading violence in our communities, and we are taking new 

enforcement actions to address illegal businesses that are creating a public safety and public 

health crisis by selling dangerous and unregulated products. We will continue to work tirelessly 

in the new year to build upon these efforts and more in order to fulfill the mayor’s vision for a 

safer city.” 

  

“Public safety and emergency preparedness go hand in hand when it comes to educating New 

Yorkers on how to prepare for, respond to, and recover from emergencies,” said NYCEM 

Commissioner Zach Iscol. “One of our core missions is to provide New Yorkers with 

information and resources for emergencies, no matter what the hazard. Under the umbrella of 

Mayor Eric Adams’ administration, we have increased our outreach through programs such as 

Notify NYC and Strengthening Communities, which supports local volunteer networks because 

public safety cannot thrive without community support.” 

  

“Mayor Adams has said that traffic safety is public safety, and we have strong evidence this year 

that this administration’s Vision Zero priorities — in enforcement, education, and street redesign 

— made a difference and saved lives,” said New York City Department of Transportation 

Commissioner Ydanis Rodriguez. “While one fatality is one too many, we can be grateful that 

fatalities have declined overall and that we are defying national trends with the near-lowest 

levels of pedestrian fatalities in the city’s history. This is, at least in part, due to our success in 

securing 24/7 speed camera operation — driving an incredible 25-percent decrease in speeding 

citywide since that critical new law took effect in August.” 

  

“Under Mayor Adams’ leadership, we have strengthened citywide collaboration between the 

courts, prosecutors, indigent defense providers, and our extensive network of external partners 

that provide vital services to all New Yorkers impacted by the criminal justice system,” 



said Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice Director Deanna Logan. “This collaboration resulted 

in the announcements from the mayor today but also a significant number of individuals seeing 

their criminal cases resolved, such that we are ending this year with fewer cases than last year 

pending in the courts despite a 12-percent increase in new cases filed. We look forward to 

continuing this collaboration in 2023 and working with our partners on public safety solutions 

that result in healthier communities, enhanced fairness, and a safer city for all New Yorkers.” 

  

Mayor Adams today provided a preview of plans to announce additional strategies for improving 

public safety in the weeks ahead, including in his upcoming State of the City address next year: 

• The NYPD will be expanding Neighborhood Safety Teams to additional neighborhoods, 

while some commands that have higher gun violence levels will receive additional teams 

to supplement their current deployment; 

• Holding citywide CompStat Community Forums that connect the NYPD with members 

of the communities they serve to review community-specific crime trends and quality of 

life concerns and collaboratively identify solutions to keep New York City communities 

safe; 

• Expanding Community Response Teams to the borough level to address quality-of-life 

conditions, such as ghost cars and illegal paper plates, illegal street racing, ATV and dirt 

bike use on city streets, and towing operations against illegal cannabis vendors; and 

• Working with Albany to increase accountability for repeat dangerous drivers and make it 

easier to take them off the roads. 
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