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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 20, 2017
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
WEDNESDAY: DE BLASIO ADMINISATRATION TO HOLD DAY OF ACTION AMID REPORTS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST IMMIGRANTS

NEW YORK— On Wednesday, June 21, members of the de Blasio Administration will kick off a Day of Action in Queens with a press conference to promote tenant rights amid reports that landlords are asking New Yorkers for immigration status verification. Discriminating against New Yorkers because of their immigration status, among other protected classes, is illegal under the NYC Human Rights Law. New Yorkers can call 311 or visit nyc.gov/humanrights for more information or to file a complaint.

Last week, the City’s Commission on Human Rights responded to complaints from tenants with a cease and desist letter sent to their landlord to demand he stop engaging in discriminatory practices. The Commission has the authority to fine violators with civil penalties of up to $250,000 for willful and malicious violations of the Law.

In 2016, the City Commission on Human Rights saw an increase in overall reports of discrimination by 60 percent, a trend that continues into 2017. Reports of discrimination based on race, religion, national origin and immigration status increased by 30 percent in 2016.   

The City’s Human Resources Administration and Commission on Human Rights will be on hand to talk to New Yorkers about legal services available to tenants facing harassment, discrimination and/or eviction. NYC Housing and Preservation Development will affirm it does not ask any tenant about their immigration status when responding to 311 calls about Housing Maintenance Code violations. 

Staff members from the Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs, the Mayor’s Community Affairs Unit, the Center for Faith and Community Partnerships and the Mayor’s Public Engagement Unit will fan across Jackson Heights and Corona train stations with information for New Yorkers.

WHAT:           De Blasio Administration’s Tenant Rights Day of Action- Press Conference and Community Outreach

WHEN:           Wednesday, June 21, 2017
                        10 A.M.

WHERE:         Diversity Plaza
                        37th Road between 74th Street and Broadway
                        Jackson Heights, NY 11372

WHO:             CCHR Deputy Commissioner for Law Enforcement Hollis Pfitsch
HRA Administrator Grace Bonilla
HPD Assistant Deputy Commissioner AnnMarie Santiago
                        MOIA Assistant Commissioner Bitta Mostofi
PEU Director Regina Schwartz
                        CFCP Executive Director Jonathan Soto                   
CAU Queens Borough Director Nick Gulotta
Council Member Daniel Dromm
Woodside on the Move 
Chhaya CDC
Legal Aid Society
Legal Services of New York
Make the Road New York
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