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TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR ADAMS DELIVERS REMARKS CELEBRATING REMOVAL OF CITY’S LONGEST-STANDING CONSTRUCTION SHED
Deputy Mayor Meera Joshi, Operations: All right. Happy holidays, everyone. Scaffolding in New York City is a way too large reality. Scaffolding plays an important role. It's what we put up while we're doing critical facade work, and that work absolutely needs to be done. But the overbearing soul-less steel and drab green wood often overshadows our streets.
That's why the Adams administration is getting sheds down. We're enforcing against long standing sheds; and in 2024, we'll work with City Council to sharpen our tools to do this work, and we're working with design engineers to design new scaffolding that will showcase rather than shroud our streets.
Leading this work is the city's 24/7 eat‑sleep quality of life improver — the number one quality of life improver — our mayor, Mayor Adams.
Mayor Eric Adams: Thank you. Thank you. Thanks so much, DM.
You know, this is so important. It's good to see our assemblyman that's here, this is right in your neighborhood. You want it down, right?
No, no, and for far too long… Think about this for a moment. This shed has been up for 21 years — 21 years — and as we looked around the city we realized that too many sheds have become permanent fixtures of our landscape of our city. And we said no to that. We are taking down the longest standing shed in New York City history.
This beautiful historical landmark building had to be encased in a shed because it was easier to keep it up than to do the repairs and take it down. When you look at the fact that W.E. DuBois, Thurgood Marshall, Walter White, Roy WIlkins and others, senior NAACP leaders called 409 Edgecombe, they called it home, and we have been covering it with a shed for all these years.
The course of the Civil Rights Movement was started right here in the building behind us. And for 21 years, that history has been living under the darkness of a shed, which is not only just a poor eyesight but it has been known to perpetrate or allow criminal behavior to take place. Hiding items, drugs, guns and other items.
Sheds have been long used as a tool to bring about a decrepit atmosphere in the community. They found, those building owners found it was cheaper for the shed to stay up than make the repairs; we're saying no to that. Sidewalk sheds were created to protect New Yorkers from unsafe buildings and construction sites. But they stay up far too long. This is what our initiative was about.
And I do want to thank the owners for taking this shed down, but the fact is we're delivering 409 Edgecombe Avenue back into the hands of the Sugar Hill community. And there will be more light, more room, more public space for the pedestrians, and this is all part of what Deputy Mayor Meera Joshi has stated is part of our Get Sheds Down plan that we've announced to deal with the red tape and to safely remove the eyesores that make our sidewalks ugly and scaffolding that is really all over our entire city, the five boroughs.
But you think about it, from the time that we announced this, we took down 500 sheds from our streets. That is about 100 sidewalk sheds a month or three every day. It shows the plan was put in place and we operationalized it. 11 miles of sidewalk space that has been returned to New Yorkers.
But we need help, as the DM stated, deputy mayor stated. We need the City Council to give DOB the tools they need to make building owners get repairs done and Get Sheds Down. We're excited to work with Borough President Levine who also has been a real leader in this area, and all of our partners. Assemblyman, you have been an amazing partner in this space as well, and we want to thank you for that.
But this is how we do it. And we want to thank also our chief public realm officer, Ya‑Ting Liu and the Department of Buildings Commissioner Oddo because of the focus that they've had throughout the years.
For far too long these sheds have been on our city streets. We hear the concerns about them over and over again, and it's just excellent to see the longest one coming down. And we want to continue to not to break those records again of having a shed up for 21 years.
Thank you so much. Assemblyman, why don't you say a few words?
State Assemblymemeber Al Taylor: Wow. It's hard to say get sheds down real quick. Get sheds down, real quick.
Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Thank you so much. 11 miles of open up, let the sun shine in. This is great. This is a great way to start the holidays. God bless you. Continued success, and you have a partner in life with me. God bless you.
Mayor Adams: Thank you.
Assemblyman Taylor: Thank you so much. Oh, over here, I just have to point out. We have a renowned gymnastics, Olympic winner that resides right there. And it's so amazing. When she brought her baby into that building, that scaffold was there. So, he's a grown man doing great things. And I'm sure all the residents of 409 Edgecombe are so appreciative. And thank you so much. God bless you.
Question: So, one question with two parts. The first is, obviously, these were here theoretically for safety, right?
Mayor Adams: Yes.
Question: So, how complicated is it to figure out when it's safe to bring it down and when they have to stay up? And I guess a side question to that is the Local Law 11 process. You know, it's either binary and either the shed has to be up or not. And even if it is the way it is now, even if it isn't a safety issue. So, how are you thinking of, you know, thinking that project let's say.
Deputy Mayor Joshi: So, we're working closely with City Council in two parts: one, to study Local Law 11, which as you say today is binary, it's five years, right? Every five years you get the inspection. If there is something found, the shed goes up, the shed stays up until the work is complete.
Is five years the right schedule for every building? For example, other cities like Chicago have scaled different schedules depending on the kind of building it is. So, we're undergoing a study to understand what our different building stock is and make… Propose a schedule that aligns better with building stock so we don't have such a binary system.
The sheds needs to go up because we have to remember why we're here in the first place. Grace Gold is a woman who was killed because of a facade piece that fell down and struck her, and that memory is why safety is always going to be first. But we have to be cognizant that building has changed over time and if we have the ability to change the schedule to make it work for New Yorkers and to make sure we don't have excessive sheds, that's absolutely what we're going to do with our partners in City Council.
Mayor Adams: Okay, thank you.
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