THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 1, 2020
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958

MAYOR DE BLASIO, CHANCELLOR CARRANZA, AND LABOR REACH
AGREEMENT TO REOPEN NEW YORK CITY SCHOOLS

NEW YORK-—Mayor Bill de Blasio, Schools Chancellor Richard A. Carranza, UFT President
Michael Mulgrew, CSA President Mark Cannizzaro, and DC 37 Executive Director Henry A.
Garrido today announced an agreement to begin in-person learning on September 21%. Teachers
will report to buildings on September 8™ as originally scheduled and will have dedicated time for
training, professional development, and readiness to collaborate and prepare for blended and
remote learning. Beginning September 16", teachers will begin to engage students in
preparations and orientations to help them acclimate to the new school year.

"This is a great day for every public school student in New York City,” said Mayor Bill de
Blasio. “We face a return to school unlike any in our city's history, but New Yorkers have made
it possible because of their extraordinary work fighting back COVID-19. Our agreement puts the
health and safety of our 1.1 million students, teachers, and school staff above everything else.
We couldn't be more excited to get our young people back to the classrooms where they learn
best.”

“Reopening school during an ongoing pandemic is one of the most complex challenges any
government anywhere has had to figure out in modern history, and New York City is best
positioned to do so,” said Schools Chancellor Richard Carranza. “So many things about this
year will be new, but the fundamentals remain the same: the majority of our students plan to
return to buildings, students will learn best in person with a caring teacher as often as possible,
and we will lead with health and safety every step of the way.”

"New York City will now have the most aggressive policies and the strongest safeguards of any
school system in the nation,” said UFT President Michael Mulgrew.

Beginning immediately, prioritized access to testing will be available to students, teachers, and
DOE school-based staff at 34 sites across the city. These sites will give priority to all DOE
workers so they can quickly be tested, and provide results within 24-48 hours. Beginning
October 1% and recurring each month, it will be mandatory for schools to test a random 10-20%
sample of their students participating in blended learning and on-site staff population. Families
will be asked to sign a consent form at the start of the year for their child to participate at
random, and be notified ahead of time if their child has been selected for the month.

In a typical school year, teachers return to school a few days before students to prepare for the
start of the year, and we are extending that preparation time for educators to prepare their
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physical and virtual rooms for a new year of learning. This time will allow teachers and all
school staffs to set up students for success in both full-time remote and blended models. School
leaders and educators will be fully trained on health and safety protocols and have ample time to
coordinate with each other to ensure they can provide educational continuity between remote and
in-person days for blended learning.

On September 8", educators return to school, and will collaborate to prepare for the school year.
On September 16", schools will begin engaging students in learning and orienting them to the
new school year prior to the first in-person day on September 21%. They will use this remote
launch to engage students in health and safety procedures, and talk to students about connectivity
for remote learning, wellness and social emotional health heading into an unprecedented school
year, and to ensure students are ready to learn. An important focus of this orientation period will
be on the social and emotional well-being of students and families and provide an opportunity
for deeper understanding of the ways this unprecedented school year will work.

Health and safety continues to lead all reopening plans, and the City will not reopen schools if
the citywide infection rate exceeds 3 percent. The citywide infection rate is currently 1.3%.
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