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Love Counts: NYC LGBTQ History in the
Municipal Library

This Pride Month, we are showcasing selected publications in the NYC Municipal
Library that illuminate the powerful and complex history of the LGBTQ population

in NYC in recent decades.

In the throes of the AIDS epidemic in 1986, the Community Council of New York
prepared a report for the New York City Human Resources Administration entitled
Human Services and the Gay and Lesbian Population of New York City:
Emerging_Services, Emerging Issues. The authors note that "the gay and
lesbian population is primarily a hidden population, with many individuals afraid of
disclosing their identity,” and acknowledge that despite NYC's tolerance for
different lifestyles, "homosexuality remains a subject of controversy and a target

of prejudice.”

End the Hate: A Report on Violence against Gay Men and Lesbians in New
York City, a 1991 publication from the New York City Commission on Human
Rights, was created at the request of Mayor David Dinkins "to provide a context
for New York State legislators considering the passage of the Hate Crimes Bill
and to illustrate the experiences which have led gays and lesbians to press for
protections under it." A questionnaire about bias incidents was returned by 508
respondents, largely people who had "never before contacted the police or other
organizations about the attack.”" The completed questionnaires "reveal a
disturbing array of hate crimes which range from verbal abuse to vicious gang
attacks." (The Hate Crimes Act was eventually signed into law in New York State

in 2000.)
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Love Counts: The Economic Benefits of Marriage Equality for New York. New
York City Comptroller, June 2007. Municipal Library of NYC.

Love Counts (see above), a 2007 report from the Comptroller's office, takes a
decidedly practical approach to shoring up support for marriage equality in NYC.
Subtitled "The Economic Benefits of Marriage Equality for New York," it calculates
that "New York City would receive a boost of nearly $175 million to its economy
during the first three years after legislative approval of marriage for same-sex
couples in the State." (The Marriage Equality Act was signed into law in New York

State in 2011.)
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51 Christopher Street. 1940s Tax Department photographs. New York City
Municipal Archives.

The June 2015 NYC Landmarks Designation Report for the Stonewall Inn,
seen above in a 1940s tax photo before it became a gay bar, names it "one of the
most important sites associated with Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender history
in New York City and the nation.”" The narrative describes the events of June 28,
1969, when the bar's patrons fought back against a police crackdown, chanting
"gay pride" and "gay power," and sparking the nationwide struggle for LGBTQ civil

rights.

The Marsha & Sylvia Plan, a 2023 submission to the Municipal Library's
Government Publications Portal, was issued by the City Council's LGBTQIA+
Caucus. Acknowledging that "our work to secure and affirm the lives of our
LGBTQIA+ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, asexual, and
more) neighbors is far from over," it details initiatives in multiple fields that
"empower us to deliver policies that affirm our place in the city we call home."

From the Question Files

The card catalog in the Municipal Library includes several drawers of answers to
reference questions from the past, sorted by subject and arranged alphabetically.
Having easy access to common (and not-so-common) questions prevented
duplication of efforts and lightened the workload of the reference staff. These
cards were compiled over nearly a century, and in addition to the query and the
best answer the librarian could provide, always included a reference to the source

where the response was found.
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Sometimes, a card was created pre-emptively to aid in future reference requests
rather than in response to a question, as appears to be the case in this example
above from May 1969, which was filed under "Civil Service (NYC) Eligibility." It
includes a clipped article from the New York Times announcing that "the city's
Civil Service Commission has agreed that homosexuality is no longer a barrier for
all jobs under its jurisdiction.” This was one month before the Stonewall Riots, and
11 years before New York State decriminalized private consensual homosexual

acts between adults.

Read NYC: Municipal Library Virtual Summer
Reading Club

Department of Records Municipdl Library 5ummer Reading CIUb

& Information Services

Read your way through the five boroughs! This summer, the Municipal Library at
the NYC Department of Records and Information Services (DORIS) invites you to
fall in love with the city all over again, one book at a time. Choose any NYC-

themed book—Manhattan mystery, Brooklyn biography, Harlem history—and tell
us what you think! Share your NYC summer reading recommendation with the
Municipal Library community, and you might see it featured on our social media.

Every entry you submit gets you a shot at fun NYC swag and eternal literary glory
(well, maybe just some serious library love).

No required reading! Just you, your book, and your version of the city.

Submit your summer reading recommendation here.

400 Years of NYC Stories: Summer Programs
with DORIS

Celebrate the city's past, connect with its present.

This Summer at DORIS
Join us for special summer programming that bridges New York City's rich past

with its vibrant present. In honor of the 400th anniversary of the founding of city
government, the Department of Records and Information Services (DORIS) is
expanding access to the historical records that illuminate the stories of our city

and its diverse communities.

Thursday, July 3
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In-Person Event: Exhibition & Tours at the Hall of Records
Thursday, July 3, 2025 | () 9:30 AM—4:30 PM

As part of CultureNOW's It Happened Here Kickoff of the 250th Anniversary of
the American Revolution, DORIS presents a full day of programming at the
historic Hall of Records. Highlights include:

o A pop-up exhibit of rarely-seen records highlighting 400 years of New York City
history through items from the Municipal Archives and Library

e Access to ongoing exhibitions:
o New Visions of Old New York (an exhibit developed by the New Amsterdam

History Center and DORIS)

o Windows on the Archives
o Revisiting the World of Tomorrow: The 1964-65 World's Fair

e Guided tours of New Visions of Old New York offered at 10:00 am, 12:00 pm
and 2:00 pm (tickets available on Eventbrite).

Virtual Lunch & Learn Series
Lunchtime conversations exploring NYC history through the collections of the

Municipal Archives and Library.

A Home Away from Home
Tuesday, June 24, 2025 | (&) 1:00-2:00 PM

Historian and author Tyesha Maddox discusses A Home Away from Home, which
traces the formation and influence of Caribbean-American mutual aid societies in
NYC. These organizations offered support, built community, and fostered Pan-
Caribbean and Black international identities across generations.

Destination City
Tuesday, July 22, 2025 | (&) 1:00-2:00 PM

Author Robert Pigott shares surprising tales from his book Destination City,
spotlighting the unexpected visits and hidden histories of notable figures in New
York—from Churchill and Garbo to Obama'’s first night in Manhattan.

Urban Histories, Local Voices: A Conversation on NYC Neighborhoods
Tuesday, August 5, 2025 | (&) 1:00-2:00 PM

Join urban studies expert Dr. Tarry Hum and journalist Marc Kirkeby for a
dialogue on the shifting landscape of two of NYC's most dynamic neighborhoods
—Sunset Park and Flushing. Together, they'll explore how infrastructure,
immigration, and community identity shape local histories.

Learn more and register to attend at: https://doris events.eventbrite.com.

If you have any questions, please reach out to us at
publicprograms@records.nyc.gov.

Did someone forward you this email? Sign up here to receive the monthly Municipal Library

Notes.
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