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7, 1896.

In witness whereof, The said company has caused this instrument to be subscribed by its
President, attested by its Secretary and its corporate seal to be thereunto affixed at the City of
New York this 20th day of May, 1895.

THE WILLIAMSBRIDGE GAS AND ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY.
By FRANKLYN PADDOCK, Attorney,

esident.
Secretary.

AND

Attest :

THE SUPERINTENDENT
SUPPLIES.

BUREAU OF REPAIRS AND SvprprLIES, NEW YORK,
Covrvis, Commussioner of Public Works :

DEAR SiR—In accordance with your instructions I have the honor to present the following
report of the transactions of the Bureau for the quarter ending December 31, 1895. Among the
principal items of work done by the Bureau, I refer to the following which I respectfully submit
for your consideration :

DOCUMENT ¢ H"”—REPORT OF OF REPAIRS

January 7, 1896. Hon. C. H. T,

CRIMINAL COURT-HOUSE,

The Elevators—New main lifting cables were furnished and put in place on Nos. 3 and 4
Elevators ; the pumps have been repaired and readjusted ; the cables on 3 elevators have been
shortened and readjusted, and arrangements made with the Otis Elevator Company to have the
elevators inspected at least every two months and a written report of their condition sent to the
Superintendent of Repairs and Supplies : and also to make such small repairs or adjustments that
may be practicable, to be done by the Inspector at time of inspection. No. 3 Elevator was repacked
complete and the lever rope on same renewed where it was worn at the bottom. The centre
gasket in cylinder of No. 1 Elevator was renewed. The lever ropes on bottom shelves of Elevators
Nos. 3 and 4 were renewed and the win sheave beam at bottom of Elevator No. 6 was secured. 36
cast-iron boiler grate bars were furnished and put in, 2 barrels of cylinder and 2 barrels of
machinery oil were supplied for use of the engineers of the building. Weather strips were applied
to the windows where required. The arrangements made for keeping the windows clean having
proved satisfactory, the order for the next quarter has been renewed.

The Court of General Sessions was furnished with some law books. 3 silver-plated ice
pitchers, 1 for Judge Allison, 1 for Judge Cowing, and 1 for Judge Fitzgerald, with tray and
goblets, were furnished. Some law books were furnished to the Board of Coroners.

About 230 feet of 1%-inch and 6-inch pipes were covered with two thicknesses of 1-inch hair
felt, interlaid with tar and rosin sized paper, with caucas neatly sewed on. All the above work
was completed in good manner and guaranteed frost proof.

A contract was made with the E, Howard Clock and Watch Company for maintaining elec-
trical time service in the building. This work is completed and giving entire satisfaction.

| the top floor of the building for use of the female employees in the building.

use of the Janitor of the building. Repairs were made to the tiling in the building, as follows :
Entrance to East Corridor, East Hall, West End of Hall Doorway, East Corridor, and new sills
put in doorway, West Corridor. At basement stairs, the platform step was cut out where worn
and new piece inserted, and a new half sill was put in in doorway, westerly side of rotunda.
About 2co yards of best body Brussels carpet were furnished and laid in the fabrary and small
room off Record room. One high-back revolving chair was furnished to Part II., City Court.

HALL OF RECORDS.

Repairs were made to the furnaces in the building, one new fire pot for Harvey furnace and all
necessary smoke-pipes and elbows were furnished, the chimneys were cleaned, hot-air pipes, registers
and smoke-pipes connected and put in first-class condition. 5 Wolff radiators were furnished to the
building, with necessary tubing complete for heating purposes, and repairs were made to the glazing
and plumbing-work,

NO. 31 CHAMBERS STREET.

A wire railing, 12 feet long, was put up in the Meter Department on the fourth floor and some
alterations made to the standing desks.

Two speaking tubes, with flexible tubing to desks, were put up—one from the Water Purveyor's
office in the basement to Room No. 19, top floor, and one from first floor, Bureau of Street Openings,
to Room No. 19, top floor. A new Smyrna rug, 4 feet by 7 feet, was furnished for use of the Com-
missioner’s office. One new washout closet, together with necessary flush tank, etc., was put in on
New window shades

’? was furnished for usz of the Bureau of

have been put in Room 10,
Lamps and Gas.

The following is a list of the yearly, quarterly and monthly requisitions made by the Bureau,
and for which orders have been made: For the use of one set of telephone mstruments to be
placed in the residence of the Commissioner of Public Works for the year 18g6. For the use of
one telephone in each of the following places during the year 1896 : Office of the Commissioner
of Public Works, private office of the Commissioner of Public Works, office of the Department of
Buildings, office of the Commissioners of Accounts, office of the Commissioner of Jurors, office ot
the Comptroller (private), office of the Comptroller (public), office of the City Chamberlain, office
of City Paymaster, office of the Mayor (City Hall), office of the Recorder (Criminal Court Build-
ing), office of the Board of Assessors ; office of the City Paymaster, buiglar alarm, for 1896 ; Tax
Collector’s office, current to run electric fan for the year 1896 ; office of the County Clerk, office of

One * Trow’s City Directory

| the Board of Assessors, office of City Paymaster and No. 31 Chambers street.

The contract for new furniture and making alterations to the same has been completed, and |

the material and work found satisfactory.

The contract for safes and burglar-proof file-case and the electrical system is being proceeded
with.

General items, such as carpenter and joiner work, iron work, plastering, hardware and other
work has been completed.

BROWN-STONE BUILDING.

This building, which was in a dilapidated condition and untenantable heretofore, is to-day in
first-class condition. A new steam plant was put in, and radiators were placed throughout the
building, and a brick smoke-shaft 8o feet high, was built on the outside of the building, as the old
flue was found inadequate for the extra boiler. New tiling was also laid in all the floors throughout
the building. The plumbing has been thoroughly reconstructed and overhauled under the super-
vision of a Sanitary Inspector of the Board of Health.

The Street Cleaning Department, which formerly occupied offices in the New Criminal Court
Building, has been moved to the above building, and extensive repairs have been made to the
same. Specifications for the equipment of the Street Cleaning Department, connecting its several
offices together in the buildings Nos. 26 and 32 Chambers street with a system of intercommuni-
cating telephones was made. The above system has been put in and has given entire satisfaction,
the contractor guaranteeing to keep the same in repair for one year.

About 500 yards of best linoleum were laid in the several offices in the new Sheriff’s offices.
Extensive repairs have also been made for the new quarters of the Sheriff’s offices, etc., which will
move in the above building some time in January, 1896. Specifications were made for the con-
struction of metallic document files, complete in cabinets, for use in the Sheriff’s office, consisting
of 10 cabinets, each to contain 7 rows of 7, a total of 49 compressing document files, each file to
measure 5 inches wide, 1025 inches high and 14 inches deep from centre. These files to have a
compressing device whereby papers are firmly locked in the files ; each and every cabinet to have a
combination lock, whereby all the files are securely locked in the cabinet by one key.

The above |

contract has been awarded and the work is Leing proceeded with, and the files will be in position |

in a few days. The three old furnaces in the building were repaired and cleaned, and put in first-
class condition, ready for use. A new storm entrance was put up on the south side of the building
by the carpenters in the employ of this Bureau, and the same given three coats of best Atlantic
paint, and a new tin roof put on and painted with metailic paint. 497 yards of best body Brussels
carpet were laid with best paper lining in the new Sheriff’s ofices. New furniture was also furnished
to the new Sheriff’s office. 5 new wash.out closets, with McClellan anti-siphon trap, were put in and
the old closets taken out. All the steam pipes in the building have been covered with asbestos,
hair felt and canvas, etc., to prevent the pipes from frost. New double window shades (47 in
number) have been put up in the Sheriff’s offices. 2 new self-winding clocks were furnished for the
use of the above offices. A plan and specifications have been prepared and a contract made for
alterations in the main offices of the new Sheriff, and the extension of the desks tu facilitate the
work of the office. This work is under way and will be completed shortly.

Contracts and specifications were prepared for alterations and partitions, iron railings, paintings,
etc., and for the furniture, carpets, etc., required for use of the Street Cleaning Department and
new Sheriff’s offices and First District Civil Court and offices, This work was given out to the
lowest bidders and is now finished.

COUNTY COURT-HOUSE.

The following articles of furniture, etc., were supplied to the Surrogates’ Court : Trial Term
Room —2 flat top oak desks, 5 dozen cane bottom chairs, 1 arm-chair (for witness), 1 stenog-
rapher’s table, 5 senatorial chairs (rotary), 1 rotary chair for stenographer, 1 small table for bench,
3 oak tables, 4 feet by 2 feet, 1 wardrobe for use of Court Clerk, 1 dozen bent-wood chairs, 1
book-case. Surrogates’ Offices, Chief Clerk and Assistants—i1 flat top desk, 5 feet by 3 feet (oak),
1 rotary cane-bottom chair (senatorial), 1 umbrella stand. Deputy Chief Clerk’s Room—1 desk
(flat top), 2 rotary chairs. Probate Department—1 desk (flat top). “Administration Department—
1 desk (flat top). Guardian Clerks’ Department—r1 roll top desk (large). Main Department—
2 tables, 10 feet by 3 feet.

About 2,000 yards of Brussels carpet were taken up, cleaned and relaid with best paper
lining, in the following courts and offices : Supreme Court—Parts {, IT and 111 ; Superior Court—
Parts I, 1T, ITI and Special Term Room; Court of Common Pleas, Surrogates’ Court and the
Clerks’ offices. Some law hooks were also furnished to the several courts.

All the wainscoting on the ground floor was varnished ; the hardwood doors fronting on hall
and all entrance doors were cleaned off and given two (2) coats of the best varnish; the other doors
and trim were given two (2) coats of paint in parti colors.

Two (2) protective ventilators were put on the windows in the private office of the Surrogate.
About 40 yards of 4-4 rubber matting was furnished to the Surrogates’ Court,

A new storm-door was put on the south side of the building ; a new tin roof was put on same
and given 3 good coats of paint ; 3 kegs of pristine were furnished to the Janitor of the building
for cleaning purposes ; repairs were made to the steam-fitting and plumbing from time to time
as needed ; 200 cast-iron leaves for the standard rolling grate-bars, including 8§ main ends and key
leaves were furnished for use of the engine room.

THE CITY HALL.

New storm-doors were put up at the south entrances of the building. This is something that
was never there before and was very badly needed, inasmuch that it‘he]ps to keep the Lniilding
clean, warm, free from draughts and is a matter of great saving in heating the building.

Some law books were furnished to the Mayor’s office. The several court-rooms were repaired
and painted. New carpets were laid in the several courts and offices.

Two Aldermanic flags and streamers were furnished to the Board of Aldermen ; the 5 flag-
poles painted 2 coats of lead paint and new halyards reeved on the same. 1 rocker was furnished
for use of the Lady Attendant in the Governor’s room,

The steam required for heating the building and running the steam-pump has been supplied
from the New York Steam Company’s mam. Repairs have been made to the copper portion of
the roof where needed. 1 new galvanized leader pipe has been put up and painted. The ceilings
in the basement have been calcimined and the plastering repaired. 1 new roll-top desk was
furnished to the Chief Clerk in the City Court.

Two Smyrna desk rugs have been furnished for use of the Supervisor of the City Record and
Chief Clerk.

_ Rubber threads and brass plates have also been furnished for the steps leading to the Clerk’s
office, Board of Aldermen.

Six table lamps were furnished and electric current was connected to supply the lamps for use
of the Board of Canvassers, during the counting of the ballots.

The five (5) entrance doors on both sides of the southern front of the building were rubbed off
and sand-papered, and the same given 2 coats of Atlantic lead paint and grained in imitation of
antique oak and varnished. The iron gates to the same entrance were scraped off where rusted,
and given two coats of best quality of bronze-green paint and one coat of Sparr varnish. 50 feet
of 3{-inch three-ply best garden hose, with couplings and hose pipe complete, was furnished for

|

For the cleaning, keeping clean and in repair and winding the clocks in the public buildings
and offices in care of this Bureau, including the tower clocks in the City Hall and Third District
Court-house, for the year 1896 ; for expressage of supplies, etc., from this Bureau to the several
courts, offices and armories during the year 1896 ; fur the repairs and alterations to the electric
batteries, apparatus, call-beils and annunciators during the year 1896 ; for keeping in repair the
batteries, wire of the burglar alarm connecting the office of the Finance Department with the
Palice Station in the City Hall for 1896 ; {or keeping in repair the rapid salety filters in the Water
Register’s office and the office of the Receiver of Taxes for 1896 ; for small supplies, pine and
hickory wood, repairs to stoves, etc., hardware supplies, small supplies of lumber, repairs to iron-
work for quarter ending March 31. For repairs to office furniture, monthly ; for repairs to plumb-
ing in City Hall Park Buildings, monthly ; for repairs to plumbing outside of City Hall Park
Buildings, monthly ; for repairs to glazing of public buildings, monthly ; for a supply of ice for
January.

The following requisitions were drawn on the supplies needed by the Bureau : For 30 dozen
huck towels, for 18 gross of glycerine toilet soap, for 20 dozen ostrich feather dusters, No. 20, for
20 dozen ostrich feather dusters, No. 10, for 5 kips of chamois skins, for 50 pounds of sheep’s wool
sponges, for 1,500 feet of weather strips, assorted, and for other small supplies for use of cleaners
in the several buildings.

In addition to the above, contracts and specifications were prepared for the following : For
furnishing 5,000 tons of coal, for furnishing 500,000 pounds of ice and 145 pieces for water-coolers
and for repairs to the 15 free floating baths.

2,000 feet of best quality rubber weather strips were furnished for use of the different buildings
in care of the Bureau of Repairs and Supplies, and the same put up as required by the carpenters
in the employ of the Bureau.

A new roll-top desk was furnished to the Bureau of Incumbrances, -and a new typewriting
machine with stand and cover.

THE STEWART BUILDING.

One oak wardrobe was furnished for use of the Commissioner of Jurors’ office. A desk rug was
furnished for use of the Deputy Comptroller. Repairs were made to the meter and electric fan
motor and electric lights in the Finance Department. One set of telephone instruments was placed
in the City Paymaster’s office and First Auditors’ office, Finance Department. The carpets in the
Comptroller’s office, waiting room, and the office adjoining, were taken up, cleaned and relaid.
Two tables were furnished to the office of the Commissioner of Accounts.

THE MARKETS.

Washington Market—Repairs have been made to the flooring in front of Stands Nos. 171, 237,
253 and 306, and repairs were made to the panels inclosing shed over sidewalk in Fulton street.
The panels to Stands Nos.412, 375, 395, 403 and 404 were boarded up with 1!2-inch tongued and
grooved spruce boards. Five new panels were put in fence around the above market, and given
three coats of paint to match the old work. The roof over Stands Nos. 78, 92, 100, 108, 148, 158,
199, 200, 334, 354, 387, 309 and 30914 were repaired, and about 220 sheets of tin put in to replace
damaged tin removed, and the same painted two coats of metallic paint,

West Washington Market— Repairs have been made to the steel rolling shutters at the follow-
ing numbers and streets of the above market : No. 11 West street, Nos. 1, 27, 44 and 48 Thompson
avenue, Nos. 33, 4, 51, 54 and 59 Loew avenue, Nos. 3, 34 and 38 Hewitt avenue, No. 17 Thirteenth
avenue, Nos. and 64 Bloomfield street, Nos. 21, 33, 49, 51, 57 and 63 Gansevoort street. A
new roof was put on No. 26 West street, and repairs were made to roof over Stands Nos. 27, 29
and 35 Loew avenue, Nos. 19, 23, 21, 25, 30 and 32 Hewitt avenue, Nos. 18, 22, 56 and 58 Bloom-
field street, Nos, 4 and 14 Grace avenue and No.22 Thompson avenue. The leaders on Nos. 31,
32 and 63 Thompson avenue, No. 5 Lawton avenue, No. 34 Bloomfield street, No. 34 Grace avenue,
No. 33 Gansevoort street and Nos. 17, 31, 32, 50 and 63 Loew avenue were repaired, and about
250 feet of 4-inch galvanized iron Jeader pipe was putup. New cast-iron leader pipes were put in at
the following : No. 34 Bloomfield street, No. 47 Grace avenue, and Nos. 32 and 50 Loew avenue.
Repairs were made to ceilings over Stands Nos, 23 and 25 Hewitt avenue, over Stands Nos. 7 and
9 Lawton avenue and over Stand No. 43 Grace avenue.

22 72
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The roofs over the following Stands, Nos.
18, 19, 21, 28, 61 and 63 Thompson avenue, No. 18 West street, Nos. § and 12 Thirteenth avenue,
Nos. 34, 36, 38, 40, 54, 56 and 58 Bloomfield street, Nos. 57 and 59 Lawton avenue, Nos. 53, 55
and 57 Loew avenue, were repaired ; about 680 sheets of damaged tin cut out and replaced with

| new tin, painted both sides.

Fulton Market—The flooring in front of Mr. Ottman’s Stand was repaired ; also in gangway
next to Mr. Dorlan’s stand, size of space 6 feet by 20 feet.  The old floor was taken up and filled
in with furnace ashes to level of sleepers, and new sleepers put in 20 inches from centre, and a
narrow yellow pine floor laid. Repairs were made to roof over Stands Nos. 9, 11, 13, 15 and 215,
and to the gravel roof over stand No.gg. The leader pipe repaired and 24 tect of gutter was put
in and about 40 sheets of damaged tin cut out and replaced with stamped tin, painted both sides.
Repairs were also made to the hipped skylight over Stand No. 114, and the roof painted 2 coats of
metallic paint, ground in linseed oil. Repairs were also made to roofs over Stands Nos. 12, 14,
16, 139, and 218. About 30 feet of galvanized corrugated sheet-iron was put in, and the glass
repaired where broken. Repairs were made to the gravel roof over Stand No. 139, and a new
outlet put in the same. The new galvanized iron was given 2 coats of paint and the old work 1
coat of metallic paint. .

Clinton Market—The old floor was taken up and one row of 3 by 10 timber placed 16 inches
from centre in spaces 18 feet by 36 feet at Stand No. 121, and yellow pine flooring laid to same ;
alsa floor and beams laid to Stand No.73. Four new beams 3 by g by 12 feet were put in under
floor to Stand No. 58, and new flooring was put in. Repairs were made to the gangways and
doors on the Canal and Spring street sides, with necessary bolts and hinges. Three skylights (flat)
were put up on the roof. Repairs were made over Stands Nos. 1, 2, 12, 18, 20, 61, 105, 110,
111, 112, 113, 126, 128, 130 and 131; about 160 sheets of damaged tin cut out and replaced
with stamped tin, painted both sides. L g

Centre Market—A fire-escape was put on the above building, as per order of the Building
Department ; also a pair of iron stairs leading from balcony to roof of shed, Repairs were made
to roof over Hughes’ Box Factory ; all damaged tin was cut out and replaced with new tin to the
amount of 95 sheets ; all broken joints were soldered, and the entire roof given two coats of metallic
paint ground in linseed oil. .

Tompkins Market—Repairs have been made to the steps and platform on the Sixth street side
of the market ; new bolts were furnished where needed and other small repairs were made. The
flooring of the market has been repaired and calked with navy oakum and payed with pitch.

Union Market—The plastering has been repaired and ceilings calcimined.

THE COURTS (MAGISTRATES AND JUDICIAL).

First District Magistrate’s Court—Some law books were furnished.

Second District Magistrate’s Court—Some law books were furnished and repairs made to the
plumbing and gas-fitting.

Third District Magistrate’s Court—Some law books were furnished.

Third District Court-house (Jefterson Market)—1 keg of pristine for cleaning purposes was
furnished for use of the Janitor of the building. Repairs were made to the iron railing around
Judges’ Bench and alterations made to the same ; 200 yards of Brussels carpet were taken up,
cleaned and relaid with best paper lining ; 66 yards of body Brussels carpet was furnished and
aid on the Judges’ Platform.
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Jail ; for building a shed for the Bureau of Incumbrances ; for repairs to floors in Clinton Market ;

for repairs to rifle range (Twelfth Regiment Armory) ; for furnishing new Sherift’s offices with
furniture ; for repairs to 2 horizontal boilers (Seventh Regiment Armory.)

In addition to the above work, the boiler furnaces in the Twenty-second Regiment Armory,
Nimth Regiment Armory, Sixty-ninth Regiment Armory, County Jail and Harlem Court-house have
been overhauled and relined, and new grate bars were furnished where needed.

About 1,500 requisitions were drawn for repairs to carpentry, masenry, plastering, painting,
plumbing, gas and steam fitting, electric wiring, iron work, glazing and other handicrafts. Repairs
were made to slate and metal roofs and the furnishing of carpets, desks and other furniture, repair-
ing, cleaning and regulating rhe public clocks, furnished engineers’ and cleaners’ supplies and toilet
wticles, window awnings and shades. Besides this a supervision is kept over contractors, carpen-
ters, janitors, engineers and firemen, and male and female cleaners in the employ of the Bureau.

The care and supervision of the Free Floating Baths is also an important feature in the work
f the Bureau.

bout 1,100

tted.

ills have been examined and vouchers in duplicate have been drawn and trans-
m
LEASES.,

The Fourtk Judicial District Court, First street and Second avenue—Owner, Edwin Einstein.
t, $2,750 per annum ; lease expires May 1, 1896. Repairs made by owner ; water by City.
[he Sixth Judicial District Court, Twenty-third street and Second avenue—Owners, Demilt
Truscees. Rent, 81,700 : lease expires May 1, 1896. Repairs by owners.

ohth Judicial District Court, Twenty-third street and Eighth avenue—Owners, Trustees
) additional for light and heat, $162 ; lease expires May 1,

[hspensary
T'he k¥
Grand Opera House. Rent, $3,500;
1899. Repairs by the City.
The Tenth District Civil and Six
One Hundred and Fifty-cighth street—Owner, Murray Hill Rank.

1 District Police Courts, southwest corner Third avenue and

May 1, 1896. There 1s no provision made for repairs.
The Eleventh District Civil Court—Owners, New York Turn Verein, Bloomingdale. Rent,
$3,500 ; lease expires January 1, 1895. Repairs, light and heat by owners.

l'ax Receiver’s Office, Commissioner of [urors, Commissioners of

The Finance Department,
Rent, $63,500; lease expires May 1, 1896.

\ccounts, Stewart Building—Owner, Henry IHilton.
«Owner and turnishes heat and light.

Commissioners Taxes and Assessments, No.

Schankas, executrix of her late husband, Daniel Schankas,

lllill\L'wa:l,.H\
Chambers street—Owner, Mary A.

Rent, $2,500 : lease expires May 1,

of

1897. Repairs made by owner.
Department of Public Works, No. 31 Chambers street—Owner, Peabody Wetmore. Rent,
S12,000 ; lease expires May 1, 1896, Repairs made to exterior and taxes paid by owner.
Corporation Counsel, Staats Zeitung Building—Rent, $16,000 ; lease expires May 1, 1896.
wner makes repairs and furnishes light and heat,

The First Battery Armory—Owner, Catherine Schmuck, Rent, $2,750 ; lease expires May 1,
1806. Repairs made and gas furnished by owner.
The Ninth Regiment Armory—Owners, Marietta Stevens and John Melcher, executors of
Paran Stevens Estate. Rent, $15,000 ; lease expires May 1, 1896. Repairs by owners.
Department of Taxes and Assessments, Stewart Building—Henry Hilton, owner.
$18,000 ; lease expires May 1, 1896. Repairs by owner, also light and heat.
Lroperty Owned by the City.
Nos, 8, 10, 12 and 14 Chambers street—John O'Rourke, lessee ;
Nos. 84, 86 and 88 Park Row, No. 49 Beekman street.
North side One Hundred and Sixty-first street, between Amsterdam and St, Nicholas avenues
—Herman Schmitt, lessee ; lease expires May 1, 1896.
South side One Hundred and Fitty-second street, between Amsterdam and St. Nicholas avenues
—John Delahanty, lessee ; lease expires May 1, 1896.
East side Amsterdam avenue, between One Hundred and Eighty-first and One Hundred and
Sighty-second street— James F. McGowan, lessee. Lease expires May 1, 1896.
North side One Hundred and Fifty-first street, between St. Nicholas and Amsterdam avenues
—Mahoney Brothers, lessees. Lease expires May 1, 1896.
North side One Hundred and Fifty-first street, between St. Nicholas and Amsterdam avenues
—Brian G. Hughes and Josephine G. Hughes, lessees. Lease expires May 1, 1896.

Rent,

lease expires May 1, 1896.

Fripay, ApriL 17. 1896
/

The saving in one year in the cost of removal of this class of material alone being $9,173.25,
which is due, 1 might add, to our indefatigable efforts to compel owners and those responsible for

a great deal of it to remove it themselves.
The evil of surreptitionsly dumping refuse, dirt, stone and other material upon the public

| streets has been continued so long that the eventual suppression of the practice will yet require

some time.

The renewed activity and vigilance of the Police Department during the past year has also
been instrumental in preventing much of this material from being dumped upon our streets.

A noticeable irn],frm'cnn‘-nl is found in the condition of streets, which are temporarily occupied
with building material, for which permits have been issued by this Bureau for the construction of
new buildings and the repair and alteration to others, Violations of the conditions of the building
material permit were frequent, and it was with much difficulty that I was enabled to partially
correct many of the abuses found, and to impress upon the persons obtaining them the importance
of strict adherence to the conditions of the same.

For many years past it has been the custom of builders and dealers in second-hand material
to remove buildings where new ones were to be erected, to store the old brick in the street until
such time as 1t should be used in the construction of the new building. The clause in the permit

| issued by this Bureau, which formerly permitted the piling of brick and stone upon streets and

Rent, $2,600; lease expires |

avenues, has now been stricken out and no more work of this character will be permitted, which
will prevent the future use of our streets for the storage of unsightly and dangerous brick piles.

The subject of street obstruction I have more than ordinarily reviewed, and I find that the
work of this Department is seriously embarrassed on account of vague and ambiguous laws and
ordinances governing the same. There are many ordinances relating to the use of streets and
sidewalks for certain purposes that need revision and others that should be rescinded and repealed.

The law which authorizes the placing of building material upon streets and avenues is for its
temporary use, and was never intended to permit the storing of matevial thereon when work was
not actually in progress. It was from the latter abuse of the privilege that compelled the action
taken by the Department in abolishing the use of streets for this purpose altogether.

In the discharge of the duties of this office many difficulties are encountered which often pre-
clude our attainment of satisfactory results, and materially affect the efficiency of the service, which
I find attributable in many instances to unjust and improper legislation.

While advocating certain legislative changes directly-affecting the work of this Department,
it becomes necessary to show that, notwithstanding the relation of this Department to certain
matters within its jurisdiction and control, there are other municipal departments maintaining and
exercising similar attitudes over similar matters, which, to a large extent, has embarassed our
efforts to obtain complete results.

Referring to the matter of permits issued by this Bureau to place building material upon streets
and avenues, I find that similar permits are issued by the Park Department, under section 688 of
the Consolidation Act, for certain streets contiguous to parks controlled by them.

I also find that permits for the same purposes are issued by the Commissioner of Street
Improvements of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. These permits, I may say, are not
issued by any warrant of law or prescribed authority, but solely from custom.

Upon examination of the Laws of 18go, which created the office of Commissioner of Street
Improvements for the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, there seems to be no provision
made for the granting of these permits. They were formerly issued by the Park Department, who
maintained control over these Wards, and the practice was continned when the Commissioner of
Street Improvements assumed office.

I also find that this Department is expected to remove all obstructions and incumbrances

| within this territory, as no provision is made for the work to be done by the said Commissioner.

North side One Hundred and Fifty-hrst street, between St. Nicholas and Amsterdam avenues |

—Brian G. Hughes, lessee. Lease expires May 1, 1896.

North side One Hundred and Fittieth street, between St. Nicholas and Amsterdam avenues—
Brian G. Hughes, lessee. Lease expires May 1, 1896.

All the above leases provide that the City shall keep the roofs in repair, and the lessees are to
do all the other repairs,

In conclusion, would say that, as shown by the foregoing report, you will readily see that the
duties of this office are variea and numerous, and am pleased to state that the public buildings and
offices under my care are now, what they have never been before, in a perfectly clean and tenable
manner.  All this work has entailed a great amount of labor in making the necessary repairs, and,
what is more, it has been done with less money than under my predecessor’s incumbency.

Very respectfully submitted, [
JOHN C. GRAHAM, Superintendent of Repairs and Supplies.

DOCUMENT ¢ ]V —REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF INCUMBRANCES.
BUREAU ES, NEW Gen. CHARLEs H.T. CoLL1s,
Comynissioner of Public Works : '
DEAr SIR— I submit herewith the following report of the operations of this Bureau for the
quarter ending December 31, 1895 (months of October, November and December), together with a
condensed statement of the entire business transacted during the year 1895 : 882 complaints of
obstructions received and attended to ; 139 seizures and removals of obstructions made; 1,799 build-
ing material permits issued ; 256 miscellaneous permits issued ; 3 permits issued to cut down shade
trees ; 53 permits 1ssued to erect temporary roofs or sheds over sidewalks in front of new buildings,
from November 1, 1895 ; 8 notices served to repair defective vault covers, :

OF INCUMBRAN

YORK, January 6, 1896.

This is a serious tax upon the limited appropriation allowed this bureau, which amount has hereto-
fore been totally inadequate to properly perform the work in this part of the city.

It appears to be essentially proper that some provision should be made for the performance of
this work by the Commissioner of Street Improvements in view of the authority vested in him for
the control of other matters relating to the streets and avenues of the Twenty-third and Twenty-
fourth Wards. It seems manifestly obvious that, with the power to grant permits to obstruct the
streets with material and other obstructions, a similar authority should be given to remove them.

There are many reasons why permits of this character should be confined to one department,
and I believe that much improvement in the system will result by placing the same solely under
the control of this Department. The permits issued by the Park Department are comparatively
few in comparison with the large number issued by this Department.

I find that in granting permits to place building material upon asphalt-paved streets, a bond is
always required from the person applying for the same to guarantee the preservation of the pave-
ment while work is in progress, and since this system has been in vogue no controversy has ever
arisen over any damage done to the pavement that has been so used,

Other Departments in granting permits for this purpose do not exact bonds of indemnity of this
kind, but grant permits unrestrictedly ; and there is no indication that their inspectors investigate
the various locations where permits have been issued to prevent violations of the conditions of
the same.

Innumerable citations of reasons, in addition to the foregoing, can be given to demonstrate
more ostensibly the advisability of relieving the several Departments of this authority and placing

| it under the jurisdiction of this Department.

Expense of seizing and removing 189 articles, including 59 loads of dirt, stones and rubbish, |
and throwing in dirt and rubbish on premises at various places ; removing 122 dead and dangerous |

trees, stumps, posts, etc., $2,928.20—Total expenses for the quarter, $5,436.52.

Received trom owners for the redemption of seized articles, $149 ; received from public sale of
unredeemed goods, November 11, 1895, $566.91 ; received tor permits issued for temporary sheds
over sidewalks, $265—$g80.91 ; all of which was duly paid over to the City Chamberlain.

Salary account—Appropriation, $8,100 ; to transfer from appropriation for removing obstruc- |

tions and incumbrances, $1,350—%$0,430 ; expendéd up to December 31, 1895, $8,984.61—Balance,
$405.39-

The appropriation for removing obstructions and incumbrances from streets and avenues,
$25,000 ; by transfer to appropriation for ¢ Salaries,”” $1,350—$23,650 ; expended up to December
31, 1893, $15,101.43— Balance, $8,548.57.

During the year 1895 the total number of complaints of obstructions received was 3,806 ;
removals to the Corporation Yards, 1,264 ; removals of loads of dirt, stone and rubbish, 1,810 ;
removals of dead and dangerous trees, stumps, etc., 721 ; number of building material permits
issued, 7,335 ; number of miscellaneous permits issued, 1,320 ; number of permits issued to erect
temporary sheds over sidewalks, 53 ; number of permits issued to cut down shade trees, 14 ; num-
ber of notices issued to repair defective vault covers, 23.

APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE YEAR 1895,

For Removing Obstruction from Streets and Salaries—Clerks, Inspectors, Keeper of
i L e e e e e S £25,c00 00 Yard, Watchmen, Laborers, etc......... 14,117 11
For Removing Obstructions from Streets and e s
Avenues—Salaries...... s D 0 e 8,100 co $24,086 o4
B GTal vrinioan vmiaiaie o lymmisio sy aacs £33,100 co BRlAREE, v rins sonie, O e #9,013 g6
Summary of expenditures for the year, as follows : Moneys reccived— ’
Removals of redeemable obstructions,.....  $2,736 s0 | From owners of seized articles 949 25
Removals of dirt, stone, etc............ o 2,601 40 | From sale of unredeemed arti
Removals of dead and dangerous trees, et 2,523 50 auction, June 10, 18gs, ... ) 262 37
Removals of Telegraph poles, . 540 0o | From sale of unredeemed articles at public 3
Removals of Telegraph wire. s 99 oo auction, November 11, 1895., 0 000eeva..n. 566 g
Transportation eXpPenseS...v.veseeseeiies 450 ©5 Frnm(rermi\ﬁ i-sued for temporary roofs o
ixpense of horse and wagon for Superinten- sheds over sidewalks (from Nov. 1, 189s). 265 0o
dent ......ce00 essals vine 975 48 1 .
Miscellaneous . e . 3 00 | 017 T i O r gl B S $2,033 53

A resumé of the work of this Bureau during the present year, as compared with that of the
year previous, shows the number of obstructions removed to be largely in excess. The number of
complaints on record also shows an increase over the previous year,

The number of building material and miscellaneous permits issued have also advanced owing
to the renewed activity in the building trades.

Obstructions upon the streets, I can safely say, have greatly decreased, and the amount
expended this year for the removal of incumbrances and obstructions from streets and avenues is
shown to be £8,548.47 less than last year.

Since my incumbency to office, I have endeavored to ascertain where evils existed in the
system of procedure of this office, and to establish such changes as would prove conducive to public
benefit and economy.

I find from the record of the year previous that 9,115 loads of dirt, stone and rubbish were
removed, and large quantities thrown in on premises at various places, which cost $11,774.65.

Each year, for several years back, I also find that many thousands of dollars were expended for
the removal of this class of obstruction.

This year the quantity removed was 1,810 loads and the cost of removal was, $2,601.04.

Another conflicting and manitestly obnoxious authority we find in section 688 of the Consoli-
dation Act which confers upon the Park Departiment the ‘¢ control and jurisdiction over all erec-
tions and projections which have or may be constructed upon streets or avenues within a distance
of 350 feet from the outer boundaries of any public park."

Under this authority permits for bay-windows are granted, thus conflicting with the powers
of the Board of Aldermen and with section 324 of the same act.

In many instances I have found during the application of the anthority vested in the Commis-
sioner of Public Works for removing obstructions and mcumbrances from streets and avenues that
many legal technicalities arise and sre often involved from the permits issued by the Park Depart-
ment to erect and maintain projections within the territory above mentioned. The power of the
Board of Aldermen to grant permits for various obstructions upon streets and avenues seems suffi-
cient and should be absolute in this respect.

The concurrent jurisdiction of different municipal departments over similar matters is unques-
tionably productive of much confusion and conflict when the question of authority arises, and the
logical reasons for discontinuing the power now weakened by distribution are manifestly obvious
from the many cases brought to our notice.

An ordinance recently enacted by the Board of Aldermen, permitting the erection of temporary

| roofs or sheds over sidewalks in front of new buildings in course of construction is highly commend-

able, because of the facilities afforded the builder to provide for pedestrians, unobstructed sidewalks,
and protection from falling material, and which also saves considerable obstruction to the street with
building material.

In this connection a new feature has been introduced by establishing a charge for the permits
that are issued, which, it is anticipated, will prove of sufficient pecuniary interest to warrant the adop-
tion of the same method for other permits that are issued for various purposes. No charge whatever
has heretofore been exacted for permits issued by this Bureau, and it is yet too soon to judge what
the result will be. An innovation has, at least, been established, the career of which wiil prove
interesting to watch. Respectfully sabmitted,

WILLTIAM HENKEL, Superintendent of Incambrances.

DOCUMENT ¢ K.”—BUREAU ‘OF WATER REGISTER.

BUREAU OF WATER REGISTER, NEW YORK, December 31, 1895. Zon. C. H. T. CoLLIs,
Commissioner of Public Works :

SIR—I herewith transmit statement of moneys received for water rents, penalties, taps, etc.,

for the q

Principal. Penalties. Total. | December .... $1,288 75
October ...... $300,208 56 €3,885 45  $304,094 o1 J L. antm— £4,817 50
November 165,410 84 2,106 go 167,517 74 | Permits issued, 163. —_—
December.... 162,631 10 go4 63 163,535 75 | $37.749 65
$628,250 50 $6,607 0o  $635,147 50 $672,897 15
Building Purposes— l Taps—
October.....cuui, . $3,740 05 October ...
November .. . 3,803 12 gg:f:g:: <0
December .... 3,494 23 e | $3,708 oo
e e d 0 A5SY Permits issued, 789.
Ier'mus issued, 356. Repaving Streets, etc.— 9
Extras, Boilers, etc.— OCLODEr « vvvunsnnn $2,529 75
| October... $288 10 | November . 1,380 25
| November 5 225 55 | December . ... 1,790 75
December ...... x4 331 70 | amiitn 3
e 5,709 75
LI —_— 845 35 | Permits issued, 753.
Permits issued, so. | Meter Setting Fund No. 2,
Steamboat Meters— October ...... s $347 €o
October . ... i ..vee 811,080 10 NoOVembesr veeveraeeas 85 49
November s 5,656 30 December «.coooviiviiaiinin 535 23
December ...oovvvereinnnnn, 4,223 00 | — 968 34
: 20,959 40 i
Steamboat, Tugs, etc.— = £10,467 og
Qctober .,oveavens 4815 oo _—
November 2,713 75 Total receipts . $683,364 24

\

Of the amount recei\vei{f(;r)t:xps in the foregoing schedule, $250.50 of it was not deposited with
the Chamberlain until January 2, 1896, that being the Thursday required by the law governing such
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