Details about the Data: IBO Analysis of New York City Payments to Cultural Nonprofit Organizations

About the Project
New York City is known globally for its arts and culture, and for its public sector commitment to the arts world. The city is frequently asked about its total spending on arts and culture, and often the focus is on the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA) budget and the city’s support for public libraries. Like many funders in the cultural arena, DCLA pays arts and cultural nonprofit organization (collectively “cultural nonprofits”) mainly through grants and subsidies. This project focuses on a less evident source of support for the arts and culture sector—cultural nonprofits are also paid by a wide array of city agencies as a contracted vendor through the city’s procurement process to provide goods or services.

The New York City Independent Budget Office (IBO) has identified a total of $727 million paid from the city’s Expense Budget to cultural nonprofits in fiscal year 2022 through a mix of contracts, grants, and subsidies. Of this total, $638 million was attributable to the city’s most visible pillars of cultural support: the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA) and the three public libraries—New York Public Library (which includes the Research Libraries), Brooklyn Public Library, and Queens Public Library. Other city agencies, using the city’s procurement process, paid $89 million to cultural nonprofits in the same year. The dataset “IBO Analysis of New York City Payments to Cultural Nonprofit Organizations” provides the underlying payment data used in this project.

Helpful Links
Project Links
· Full Report: Money, Money, Monet: Identifying New York City Payments to Cultural Nonprofit Organizations
· Infographic: How Much Did New York City Pay to Cultural Nonprofits in 2022?
· IRS Exempt Organization Business Master File

Other Public Resources for NYC Cultural Data
· All IBO Publications on Cultural Affairs and Libraries
· NYC Department of Cultural Affairs on Open Data
· Checkbook NYC

What is in the Dataset and How Do I Use It?
Description of the Dataset
The dataset provides the total amounts that IBO could identify as payments made by each New York City agency to cultural nonprofits in fiscal year 2022. We summarize the total payments by: agency, county of payee administrative address, and payee industry. See the “Methodology” and “Data Limitations” sections of IBO’s full report for more information.
New York City’s 2022 fiscal year spanned July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022. Because is not uncommon for City payments to be made months after services are rendered, these data likely include payments for services rendered before July 1, 2021 and do not include payments for all services rendered in fiscal year 2022.
Using this Dataset
Making pivot tables from the “Data” tab is a fast and intuitive way to explore these data.
To that end, IBO has provided pivot tables for the analyses performed in the report. These are the “Agency,” “Industry,” and “Borough-County” tabs, each of which corresponds to a table in the IBO report. You can use these pivot tables, or make your own, as a jumping off point for your own research.
If you find other ways to utilize this information, please let us know at the email address at the bottom of this document.

Questions about the data or the report? Ideas for other research on NYC municipal cultural funding?
IBO encourages individuals interested in this dataset to be in touch with questions. We look forward to hearing how you’re using it!
IBO also hopes to address other avenues of government cultural funding in future publications and welcomes input from individuals and organizations with expertise in municipal cultural funding.
Direct emails about this dataset and the corresponding report to Arden Armbruster, IBO analyst for cultural affairs and libraries, at ardena@ibo.nyc.ny.us. Please note that IBO is unable to disclose the names of cultural nonprofits receiving city payments.
