
 
 
 
 

IT’S THANKSGIVING 
 

 Did you know that a wild turkey’s past activities 
and current mood can be gleaned from the look of its 
wattle and snood? It’s true — when that little dangly bit 
on their face turns lighter it’s a sign of illness, and a sud-
den blue color can indicate fear. Did you know that tur-
keys have no teeth, so they swallow a bunch of small 
rocks in order to break down and digest the food in their 
stomachs? It’s true! And turkeys can fly up to 50 miles 
per hour for short distances, meaning escape from a par-
ticularly motivated turkey would be near to impossible in 
a combat scenario.  
 Did you know that about turkeys? No? Well, 
that’s okay. Because even on a day like Thanksgiving, “turkey facts” are not what matters. 
What matters is “ethics facts” — Chapter 68 of the New York City Charter, the Conflicts of 
Interest Law, is just as relevant on holidays as on any other day of the year, and what better 
time to delve into the specifics of municipal ethics than during the holiday that’s all about 
sharing your gratitude and niche theories on governance with your closest friends and fami-
ly? But before we can interrupt our brother’s tirade about “high trust societies” or whatev-

er, we need to make sure we’re 
warmed up: that’s where this 
month’s Puzzler comes in. 
 Solve this pre-holiday din-
ner government ethics review to 
make sure your municipal ethics 
skills are still sharp enough to cut 
through anything, up to and in-
cluding Aunt Debbie’s overdone 
pecan pie, then email your cor-
rect answers to the Puzzler by 
November 30th to join last 
month’s winner, Eugene Mas-
sey, in the Jonathan Hoffman + 
Peter Kontogiannis Hall of Ethics 
and Excellence.  
 And, of course, if you sus-
pect a family member may 
attempt to discuss Chapter 68 
with you at Thanksgiving, there 
is always the COIB’s Attorney of 
the Day Hotline available Mon-
days through Fridays to help talk 
through any government ethics 
issues you may have. So good 
luck everyone — and we’ll see 
you next month at a very non-
denominational and winter-
themed Public Service Puzzler! 
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“Seek not my mysteries, but those of the 

NYC Conflicts of Interest Law.” - a turkey 
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THE JONATHAN HOFFMAN + PETER KONTOGIANNIS  

HALL OF ETHICS AND EXCELLENCE   

LUKE SZABADOS – BUILDINGS 

AMY HOM – DFTA 

ELISABETH TOPALTZAS – DORIS 

CHRISTOPHER LYNCH – LAW DEPT 

HUNTER IGOE – LAW DEPT 

HEATHER MURAKAMI – HONOLULU ETHICS COMMISSION 

MELISSA HESTER – ACS 

MARY LANE – FINANCE 

KATIE MILLER – TLC 

EVA GAMBINO – FINANCE 

TOBY SINGER – DEP 

ROBERT ROLANDI – FINANCE 

JAMES TOBACK – OCME 

FLORENCE MALLETTE – FINANCE 

SHAWNORA GULLEY – BUILDINGS 

MELINDA CALDERON – OCME 

IVAN SANTIAGO – DSS 

WILLIAM FLETCHER – NYPD 

STYLIANI KARPADAKIS – OCME 

BERNARD BRAUN – LAW DEPT 

NIGEL C.O. MANUEL – BUILDINGS 

MICHELE SIMENSKY – LAW DEPT 

NANCY SULTAN-LORMIL – BUILDINGS 

SHIVAJEET CHAKRABORTY — TLC 

CHARLOTTE YIH — COMPTROLLER 

JONATHAN HOFFMAN—DEP 

 

GARFIELD S. SCARDER - SCA 

SARAH ROBERSON - PARKS 

KIMFA CARRINGTON – DOT 

VINCENT RIVELLESE – BRONX DA 

YVONNE CHOW - DSNY 

SIMONE KING - DOT 

ALEXANDER YELLEN - NYCHA 

LISA BRANDQUIST - DSNY 

KELLAN STANNER – PARKS 

PUI CHING – SBS 

SANDRA COLLYMORE – FINANCE 

JAMES DAVIE JR. – BUILDINGS 

ROLANDA OSBOURNE – FINANCE 

EUJEAN PARK - SBS 

CHRIS K. PAPA – ACS 

KATHY TUZNIK - DDC 

MONICA DOYLE - FINANCE 

DIANA HERRERA – FISA-OPA 

MARIE SAMPLES – OCME 

LAURA GODFREY – DCA 

JOHN RAVALLI - FINANCE 

TORREY FISHMAN – MOIA 

MICHAEL LEVARIO – APPOINTMENTS 

PETER KONTOGIANNIS — DEP 

EUGENE MASSEY (2X) —DOHMH 

CINDY CHEN—DOT 


