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THE COUNCIL

COMMITTEE REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

Jeffrey Baker, Legislative Director

COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

Hon. Barry Grodenchik, Chairperson

              July 31, 2018
PRECONSIDERED INT. NO.​​ 1087:  
By Council Members Williams, Cumbo and Eugene              

TITLE:                            
A Local Law in relation to the naming of one thoroughfare and public place, Jean-Jacques Dessalines Boulevard in the Borough of Brooklyn. 
BACKGROUND
On July 31, 2018, the Committee on Parks and Recreation will hold a vote on Preconsidered Int. No. __ which co-names one (1) thoroughfare and public place.  The Council acts upon the authority granted in subdivision (b) of section 25-102.1 of the New York City Administrative Code which states:

b. Unless the local law specifically provides otherwise, any local law

  
    changing the name of a street, park, playground or portion thereof, or

  
    any facility or structure, located and laid out on the city map, that

 
    bears a name indicated on the city map shall not be construed to require

  
    a change in such name as it is indicated on the city map; provided,

 
    however, that in the case of a local law changing the name of a street

  
    or portion thereof, the name added by such local law shall be posted on

  
    a sign placed adjacent to or near a sign bearing the name of such street

  
    or portion thereof indicated on the city map.

 
The following street name change are not to be construed as a change in the City 

Map, but as an additional name to be posted near or adjacent to the street or location indicated on the City Map.

Section 1. Jean-Jacques Dessalines Boulevard 
Introduced by Council Members Williams, Cumbo and Eugene
September 20, 1758 – October 17, 1806  
Jean-Jacques Dessalines is one of the founding fathers of Haiti, having taken charge of the Haitian Revolution to victory in defeating the French Napoleon Army in 1804.  Significant to world history, the Haitian Revolution is not only the first and only successful slave revolution in the Americas, but also resulted in Haiti being the first Latin American country and second in the Western Hemisphere to declare its independence, after the United States declared independence from Britain in 1776.   Furthermore, the Haitian Revolution was inspirational and gave support to the enslaved and subjugated peoples throughout the world.  More significantly, the Haitian Revolution was a truly transcultural event, joining three interlocking and intersectional 18th Century struggles, which continue to reverberate to the present:  the challenge to imperial European authority; the fight for racial equality and the movement to end to slavery.  Jean-Jacques Dessalines was born into slavery in the French colony of Saint-Domingue. In 1791, he joined the fight for freedom when thousands of brutally exploited enslaved people rose up against their colonial masters, and their enablers in France, who murdered and massacred hundreds of thousands of people across the Caribbean.  By 1793, he was fighting under General Toussaint Louverture, earning the nickname “the Tiger” for his intensity in battle and his military skill. Within a few years, the slave insurgents forced the French administrators of the colony to emancipate them, a decision ratified by revolutionary Paris in 1794.  From 1794 through 1802, Dessalines fought with Louverture both for and against France for the eradication of slavery and the self-determination of the people of Saint-Domingue.  
After Louverture was kidnapped, shackled and deported to France in 1802, Dessalines led the Revolution, as Napoleon appointed General Rochambeau to lead the French military expedition to re-conquer Saint-Domingue.  Rochambeau immediately embarked on a massacre of much of the non-white civilians, including women and children, and military population by staging mass executions via firing squads, hanging and drowning.  By January 1, 1804, the French were defeated and Dessalines declared Haiti independent. Between February and April 1804, Dessalines, in response to French brutality and out of fear of future French re-conquest and re-enslavement ordered the execution of all the remaining white French on the island, estimated in the range of 3,000 to 5,000, but personally protected whites loyal to Haitian independence, including thousands of Polish soldiers who had defected from the French Army. The Haitian Revolution (1791-1804) became the first slave revolt in modern history to result in an independent nation.

The independence of Haiti reshaped the Atlantic world by leading to the French sale of Louisiana to the United States, and encouraged republican revolutions in Latin America, and eventually Africa.  Under Petion, Haiti provided direct assistance to Simon Bolivar on at least two crucial occasions during the latter’s successful efforts to secure independence for the Spanish Colonial territories throughout Latin America.  Dessalines was declared Emperor of Haiti in September 1804. Many of the policies he implemented were progressive even by today’s standards, including social policies, such as freedom of religion, equal rights for children born out of wedlock, marriage and divorce laws favorable to women.  Dessalines also attempted land reforms, and specifically policies to address the concentration of ownership of valuable plantations throughout the country by a few wealthy families, which likely led to his death in a roadside ambush on October 17, 1806, when those who opposed his economic policies rebelled and took up arms against him.  Jean-Jacques Dessalines remains a popular symbol of Haitian nationalism. The first capital of independent Haiti was renamed “Dessalines”; the national anthem of Haiti is named after him (“La Dessalinienne”); and his image appears on the 250 Haitian gourde note.

Section 2. This legislation takes effect immediately upon enactment.
Preconsidered Int. No.   

By Council Members Williams, Cumbo and Eugene                     

A Local Law in relation to the naming of one thoroughfare and public place, Jean-Jacques Dessalines Boulevard in the Borough of Brooklyn. 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. The following street name, in the Borough of Brooklyn, is hereby designated as hereafter indicated.

	New Name
	Present Name
	Limits

	Jean-Jacques Dessalines Boulevard
	Rogers Avenue
	Between Farragut Road and Eastern Parkway


§2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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