
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 12, 2023
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
MAYOR ADAMS LAUNCHES “GETTING 97 DONE,” COMPREHENSIVE MOBILIZATION STRATEGY TO REDUCE BUILDING EMISSIONS
Focus on Compliance With Local Law 97 Will Maximize Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions
Strategy Includes New City Programs to Support Buildings Making Green Upgrades, New Rules With Clear Guidance on Building Owner Obligations
New Analysis Shows Local Law 97 Already Working, Buildings Reducing Harmful Emissions
NEW YORK – New York City Mayor Eric Adams today launched “Getting 97 Done,” a comprehensive plan to cut harmful carbon emissions from the city’s large buildings as part of their obligations under Local Law 97 of 2019. The plan includes four key elements: identifying and targeting city, state, federal, and utility-based financing and funding for upgrades; providing buildings with needed technical advice through the NYC Accelerator; implementing key enforcement mechanisms via a New York City Department of Buildings (DOB) rule package; and decarbonizing central systems in partnership with New York State. Under Local Law 97, New York City’s nation-leading emissions law, large buildings’ greenhouse gas emissions are limited starting in 2024 — and those limits are the centerpiece of the administration’s plan to reduce harmful greenhouse gas emissions from buildings and meet an aggressive target of carbon neutrality by 2050. The new phase of the Adams administration’s climate efforts builds on a new analysis showing, among other things, that Local Law 97 has already been effective with buildings meeting their emissions reduction targets and coming into compliance.
This new mobilization strategy delivers on goals outlined in “PlaNYC: Getting Sustainability Done,” New York City’s long-term strategic climate plan that Mayor Adams released in April 2023. It also builds on the administration’s comprehensive approach to tackling climate change, which includes reducing emissions from various types of buildings, as well as in other sectors like transportation and food.
“I pledged to New Yorkers that our administration would work to reduce harmful carbon greenhouse gas emissions, and this administration is a ‘promises made, promises kept’ administration,” said Mayor Adams. “Every part of the ‘Getting 97 Done’ plan builds towards one core goal: reversing the effects of climate changes. The data shows that our administration’s efforts are already working, and we’re going to continue moving forward. Building owners are learning every day that complying with Local Law 97 and going green will save green, and we are addressing climate change from all angles in New York City.”
"Today's plan to ‘Get 97 Done’ puts New York City on the cutting-edge of real climate policy implementation," said Deputy Mayor for Operations Meera Joshi. "The mobilization plan and DOB's rulemaking guidance provide the roadmap and the tools to invest in building improvements, cut emissions, and clean our neighborhoods' air. Additionally, New York City and New York State are committed to delivering large-scale renewable projects that will ensure the city's grid and the electricity we all consume become exponentially cleaner by the end of this decade."
“Enforcement of Local Law 97 is one of the most significant and complex mandates we have at our department,” said DOB Commissioner Jimmy Oddo. “The agency’s sustainability bureau has been working tirelessly so that the implementation of the country’s most significant policy addressing buildings’ carbon emissions results in meaningful emissions reductions. The comprehensive Getting 97 Done plan and the latest tranche of proposed agency rules were designed to maximize climate mobilization, by assisting property owners who are working to comply with the law while also giving real teeth to our enforcement procedures.”
"'Getting 97 Done' is a plan to deliver the greenhouse gas reductions we need to save the planet while ensuring that building owners and managers have the resources, they need to follow the law,” said New York City Chief Climate Officer and New York City Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Rohit T. Aggarwala. “Complying with Local Law 97 will require serious effort, and we can get it done in partnership with the state, utilities, building owners, and more.”
"The harmful effects of climate change are undeniably real, but our commitment to combatting it is even stronger,” said New York City Department of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS) Commissioner Dawn M. Pinnock. “DCAS is proud to lead by example in reducing carbon emissions from city operations, and we are confident that this comprehensive plan will be key in moving New York City closer to carbon neutrality."
“The Adams administration is getting the world-leading climate policy Local Law 97 done, for a cleaner, more resilient and sustainable city, state and world,” said Mayor’s Office of Climate & Environmental Justice Acting Executive Director Victoria Cerullo. “Our mobilization plan and rulemaking package for building decarbonization meets the moment – creating a viable path forward for building owners, connecting New York City’s talent to strong and stable careers in building decarbonization, and improving health outcomes for residents – and are essential to the city and state’s efforts to meet our ambitious climate goals.”
“DOB’s sustainability bureau has seen firsthand the tremendous amount of work that New Yorkers have already done to reduce carbon emissions at their properties,” said DOB Deputy Commissioner of Sustainability Laura Popa. “It’s our job at the bureau to continue providing the necessary support for property owners who want to do the right thing and are putting in legitimate efforts towards compliance. The product of an intensive, data-driven process, our latest rule package provides this support by creating pathways to achieve substantial emissions reductions.”
“As New York continues its leadership in climate action, we commend the work the city is undertaking in demonstrating our collective commitment to bring an all-of-government approach to meet the challenges in addressing climate change,” said New York State Energy Research and Development Authority President and CEO and Climate Action Council Co-Chair Doreen M. Harris. “Buildings represent not only the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions across our state, but a tremendous opportunity for New York City and other urban centers to work in partnership with the state to advance solutions that cut emissions while allowing building owners and occupants to thrive at the same time.”
Getting 97 Done
The ‘Getting 97 Done’ plan tackles four key focus areas on Local Law 97 and achieving decarbonization goals: identifying and targeting city, state, federal, and utility-based financing and funding for upgrades; providing buildings with needed technical advice through the NYC Accelerator; implementing key enforcement mechanisms via a DOB rule package; and decarbonizing central systems in partnership with New York State. Building on the work of NYC Accelerator — which has already completed compliance assistance for 5,000 buildings— the Adams administration is taking a series of steps to remove obstacles to compliance and help buildings meet their obligations.
First, the administration is identifying financial resources that will support retrofit projects towards Local Law 97 compliance, making buildings more efficient and emit less carbon. The city estimates that the Federal Inflation Reduction Act makes available $625 in tax credits and subsidies that buildings will be able to use to comply with Local Law 97. The New York State Public Service Commission recently directed utilities and the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) to propose a total of $5 billion in programs across the state in 2025-2030 as part of its “New Efficiency: New York” program; the city will seek to collaborate with NYSERDA, Con Edison, and National Grid to align those programs to support buildings that have to do significant work to comply with Local Law 97, especially in disadvantaged communities where compliance is lagging other parts of the city. Additionally, the administration will seek to develop a federal grant proposal targeting the $40 billion allocated for financing support or credit enhancement for eligible clean energy projects to make funding available for Local Law 97 compliance projects and particularly for buildings that might struggle to access market-rate loans.
As part of its commitment to provide this financial support, the administration will also work with the New York City Council to enact the J-51 housing quality incentive program — passed this year by the New York State Legislature, with Mayor Adams’ support, and awaiting New York Governor Kathy Hochul’s signature — and to allow buildings to use it to cover Local Law 97 compliance costs. This creative approach will devote significant city resources to help low- and moderate-income multifamily buildings, including many moderate-income co-ops and condos outside of Manhattan, comply with the law.
To improve awareness and provide technical support, the administration is enhancing NYC Accelerator, the city’s Local Law 97 technical assistance program, including by launching a new, formalized program to deliver more information to buildings that must comply with Local Law 97. Called “Climate-Friendly Buildings: Local Law 97 in Your Neighborhood,” the program will create invitation-based workshops, in partnership with members of the City Council, at which NYC Accelerator will provide information directly to those buildings that will need to do work to comply with the law by 2030. Building on the dozens of information sessions that have taken place informally since the law’s passage, the first workshop will be co-hosted with New York City Councilmember James Gennaro, chair of the Committee on Environmental Protection, Resiliency, and Waterfronts. The NYC Accelerator is today adding a new resource on their website listing all the various federal, state, local, and utility programs that can help building owners plan and pay for Local Law 97 compliance. 
Furthermore, the administration will convene a Local Law 97 Mobilization Council to meet regularly and review the effectiveness of implementation efforts. The council will include building owners and managers, workforce, and companies that provide financing to help ensure that the city has a clear sense of how implementation is proceeding on the ground. And the administration will work with the City Council to bring other city energy-related mandates into alignment with Local Law 97 to reduce the cost of compliance to building owners and managers.
Enforcement is a key part of Local Law 97’s implementation. Today, DOB is publishing a set of rules to guide the ongoing implementation of Local Law 97, with a focus on driving compliance with the law and maximizing emissions reductions. Under these rules, building owners may be able to mitigate compliance fines in 2024 — saving their limited resources for projects to reach compliance — but only if they can demonstrate concrete steps towards decarbonization that will result in them achieving their 2024 targets by 2027 and their 2030 targets on-time by 2030.
Finally, the city’s mobilization plan includes an increased focus on working with the state to decarbonize the electric system and Con Edison’s steam system on a schedule consistent with the State’s Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA).
City government buildings are also subject to Local Law 97 and are required to meet even stricter limits: a 50 percent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from all city government operations by 2030, with an interim target of 40 percent by 2025. DCAS has already made significant progress in reducing carbon emissions from their portfolio to help the city achieve carbon neutrality, completing more than 13,000 energy conservation projects across 2,300 buildings over the past decade, including the installation of 22 megawatts of solar energy production on city properties. These projects have reduced greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to removing 83,000 cars from city streets.
DOB Rulemaking Package
DOB today also advanced the city’s emissions reductions efforts under Local Law 97 by publishing its second set of proposed rules to guide implementation of the law. As the law continues to prove effective, these rules target the city’s worst emitters — focusing on achieving emissions reductions and providing building owners with the support they need to advance retrofit projects, while also outlining enforcement, including financial penalties, for building owners neglecting their legal responsibilities.
Like the agency’s first rules package — which gave building owners guidance on how to calculate their specific emissions limits and was adopted in December 2022 — it was heavily informed by the collaborative work of the city’s Local Law 97 Advisory Board and Climate Working Groups. 
The proposed rules:
· Set out penalties for noncompliance at the maximum amount allowed under the law;
· Outline how property owners can demonstrate a “Good Faith Effort,” as written in Local Law 97, to reduce emissions and comply with the law, therefore avoiding penalties — namely by showing progress on decarbonization, sharing a plan to reach their emissions reduction targets, and accepting a framework for retroactive enforcement if they fail to follow through on those plans;
· Fully prohibit buildings that qualify for the “Good Faith Effort” provision of the law, and implement a decarbonization plan, from purchasing renewable energy credits as part of reaching their emissions reduction targets;
· Establish a new credit for early electrification work in a building that owners can apply towards compliance with their emissions reduction targets; and
· Provide guidance for affordable housing buildings and houses of worship on their Local Law 97 prescriptive compliance pathways under Article 321 of the law.
These proposed rules will be open to public comment during an online hearing on October 24, 2023. DOB will review and consider all public comments made during the hearing for inclusion before publishing the final adopted rules later this year. DOB will publish additional rules related to Local Law 97, as needed, in the future.
Local Law 97 Analysis
The mobilization strategy was informed by a new analysis of the actual costs and benefits of implementing the retrofits that Local Law 97 requires. This analysis found that Local Law 97 is working, and buildings are coming into compliance, but additional work is needed. The right combination of city, state, federal, and private action can not only further the goal of reducing building emissions but also advance the city and state’s broader, shared climate goals.
Only 11 percent of properties covered by Local Law 97 are currently not in compliance with their emission limits for the 2024-2029 compliance period — down from 20 percent when the law was passed. Of the buildings still not in compliance, those in disadvantaged communities (as defined by the state) are likely to need greater support to reach emissions reduction targets.
For the following compliance period beginning in 2030, 15,000 buildings will require a total investment between $12 billion and $15 billion — creating up to 140,000 jobs to make necessary adjustments. The city’s analysis suggests that with a combination of state and utility company energy efficiency incentive programs and reasonable investments from building owners, virtually all multifamily buildings and most commercial buildings could achieve their 2030 targets. This will require the city, state, and federal governments to align various programs to target assistance towards buildings needing significant upgrades to comply with Local Law 97.
The modernized J-51 housing quality tax incentive program — passed earlier this year by the State Legislature following advocacy from Mayor Adams and now awaiting Governor Hochul’s signature and adopting legislation from the New York City Council — could be a valuable financial tool to help eligible multifamily buildings cover Local Law 97 compliance costs. Additionally, $625 million in Inflation Reduction Act tax credits is available for buildings to claim towards compliance costs.
In addition to reducing building emissions, the city is supporting major projects that will deliver clean and renewable solar, wind, and hydroelectric power from upstate New York and Canada into New York City’s grid. Through the purchase of renewable energy credits, the city will procure clean energy from the Clean Path New York and Champlain Hudson Power Express projects — the largest transmission projects contracted for New York State in the last 50 years — which will reduce the city’s reliance on fossil fuel-fired generation by more than 50 percent in 2030.
“I commend the forward-thinking initiative of 'Getting 97 Done.' The time to fight climate change is now," said New York State Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn. "By supporting building upgrades and providing clear guidelines for owners, we have already seen the positive results it’s making.  This initiative aligns with our long-term sustainability goals and complements a holistic approach to address climate change across multiple sectors in order to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050."
“‘Getting 97 Done’ will push New York City to the forefront of the race to carbon neutrality. I am proud to partner with Mayor Adams to create a sustainable future, and reducing building emissions is critical to achieving our goal,” said New York State Assemblymember Jenifer Rajkumar. “Buildings account for roughly 70% of New York City’s greenhouse gas emissions, more than half of which comes from large buildings. ‘Getting 97 Done’ fast tracks implementing Local Law 97. It gives buildings guidance, helps them with compliance, and further analyzes the effectiveness of the changes. Under Mayor Adams’ leadership, 89% of buildings are already on track to meet the new regulations, and we will reach our goal of an 80% reduction in emissions by 2050.”
“Queens knows all too well the destructive power of climate change and the dangers that unchecked fossil fuel consumption pose to our environment,” said Queens Borough President Donovan Richards Jr. “Queens also knows that we must leave no stone unturned in transforming our society into one that runs on clean, renewable energy. Local Law 97 is the blueprint to follow as we proceed down that path and I look forward to working in unison with the city and all our community partners to ensure the eventual letters of the law are enforced in an equitable and sensible, yet urgent way in the years to come.”
“I applaud Mayor Adams, Mayor’s Office of Climate and Environmental Justice, and the Dept. of Buildings for rolling out the ’97 In Your District’ initiative to educate local community members about LL97, as well as the new paths to compliance," said New York City Councilmember James F. Gennaro, Chair of the Committee on Environmental Protection, Resiliency & Waterfronts. "There is a lot of misinformation and confusion about Local Law 97, which is why I expressed to MOECJ that it was imperative to open the line of communication. And I am proud to have conceived of this outreach campaign. I look forward to working with local stakeholders to host the first of these sessions in my district later this month."
“The implementation of Local Law 97 is crucial toward reducing our carbon footprint and combating climate change," said New York City Councilmember Gale A. Brewer. "By prioritizing these measures, we build more environmentally friendly buildings and contribute to the overall well-being of communities. The name of the game for getting Local Law 97 done is education, education, education, and I commend DOB and NYC Accelerator for their excellent engagement."
"We applaud the mayor for this initiative to mobilize all of New York City to implement Local Law 97,” said Vincent Alvarez, president, New York City Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO. “Thousands of new jobs will be created, and New York City’s union workforce is ready to bring their skills, expertise and knowledge to help New York become a national leader in improving building energy efficiency."
"Achieving the city’s climate goals is only going to be possible with buy-in from private building owners,” said Fiona Cousins, advisory board member, Local Law 97. “Buildings are the single largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in New York City, and good progress has already been made towards the goals set in Local Law 97. This new major rule package is a smart, data-driven approach that supports owners in achieving compliance quickly, through the development of decarbonization plans that require energy efficiency and electrification retrofits."
“Con Edison is committed to leading the clean energy transition,” said Matthew Ketschke, president, Con Edison of New York. “We support the city’s efforts to increase compliance with Local Law 97 and to help New Yorkers improve their energy efficiency while minimizing the financial impact on building owners. We will work closely with the city to advocate for funding to support this work, and we agree that New Efficiency: New York programs are critical resources for New York City building owners. Together, we can achieve New York’s clean energy goals.”
"We look forward to working with the mayor and buildings across the city to do the important work of retrofitting New York City’s buildings with the highly trained union workforce in New York City,” said Gary LaBarbera, president, Building & Construction Trades Council of Greater New York. “We can create thousands of good paying green jobs and do our part to reduce the impact of climate change.”
“These proposed regulations provide a practical pathway to steer compliance towards the carbon savings we so urgently need in this growing climate crisis,” said John Mandyck, CEO, Urban Green Council. “Local Law 97 is working and stands at the forefront of global climate policy.”
"Since the inception of Local Law 97 the Council of New York Cooperatives & Condominiums (CNYC Inc.) has championed incentives and credits, rather than fines, to enable our member buildings to meet the City’s necessary but ambitious carbon reduction goals in cost-effective ways,” said Mary Ann Rothman, executive director, Council of New York Cooperatives & Condominiums (CNYC). “We are very pleased that DOB has proposed rules that seek to do just that. These rules allow buildings that document a ‘Good Faith Effort’ to invest would-be fines into decarbonization projects in return for extended deadlines to meet the 2024 thresholds. Credits for early electrification are another helpful incentive. CNYC will continue to educate cooperatives and condominiums as new rules are announced. We look forward to working with the Administration to secure additional resources to help mitigate the cost of Local Law 97 compliance and to eliminate any unavoidable fines."
“With buildings as the biggest source of greenhouse gas emissions in New York City, Local Law 97 is critical to meeting our clean energy goals and tackling the ongoing threat of climate change,” said Julie Tighe, president, New York League of Conservation Voters. “By putting in place a set of robust and effective rules – rules that at once give building owners ample opportunities to comply with the law while also providing for tough enforcement mechanisms –the Department of Buildings has put this groundbreaking law on sound footing and a path to success. We applaud Mayor Adams and Commissioner Oddo for their forward-thinking approach and their ongoing commitment to creating a greener, more sustainable New York City.”
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