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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 17, 2019
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO, COMMISSIONER NIGRO HOLD MEDIA AVAILABILITY AT ELMHURST HOSPITAL

Fire Commissioner Daniel Nigro: Okay. I’ll introduce the Mayor in just a moment. I just would say that earlier this afternoon there was an incident that required two FDNY EMS members to be transported to the hospital, both in critical condition. One was transported here to Elmhurst, the other to Mount Sinai Queens. They have – one has been transported now for additional care to Mount Sinai in Manhattan and the second EMT is on his way to Mount Sinai in Manhattan. 

I’ll let the Mayor speak now and we’ll answer questions more specifically. 

Mayor de Blasio: Thank you very much, Commissioner. It’s a very tough day for the FDNY and for all of us here in New York City. Two brave members of the FDNY out there, doing their job, protecting us, and I just want to let everyone know about them. Lieutenant Raymond Wang – 19 years of service to this city as part of FDNY EMS. Lieutenant Wang, as you just heard, was the person who has been transferred here from Elmhurst over to Mount Sinai in Manhattan – that’s absolutely crucial because he’s in critical condition. He’s in very tough shape, but the whole essential question was could he get to Mount Sinai in Manhattan where the specialists are to address his issue, and he has gotten there now. So, it’s a touch-and-go situation. He is fighting for his life, but he has gotten to Mount Sinai in Manhattan where there’s the best chance of getting the care that could save him. 

The other member, an emergency medical technician – Liam Glinane, of FDNY EMS, 28 years of service to this city – also critical, but stable condition as you heard. He will be also transported to Mount Sinai in Manhattan. So, this is an emerging situation. The Commissioner will be able to give you a little more detail, but there’s an investigation going on of exactly what happened here. The most important thing is, everything is being done to protect the lives of these two members. 

I want to thank everyone here Elmhurst Hospital. They did an outstanding job. As the details unfold, you’ll see this was a really touch-and-go situation. The folks here at Elmhurst did an extraordinary job protecting Lieutenant Wang. Also – thank you to everyone at Mount Sinai Queens and to everyone at Mount Sinai in Manhattan that’s now receiving our two members. And I just ask that all New Yorkers keep these two good men and their families in your thoughts and prayers at this absolutely crucial and sensitive time. 

Commissioner?

Commissioner Nigro: Okay. The details really – this was about 1:30 when EMT Glinane was transporting an ambulance by himself from one of our locations to another. He apparently suffered this medical condition – a stroke, which caused him to veer off the road slightly. The accident that occurred is being investigated. It was a minor accident. The accident was not the cause of his condition. The lieutenant was responding to the accident, got there, they noticed that – he also had riding with him a physician from here doing a ride-along – they noticed EMT Glinane unconscious, they went to treat him. At that point, Lieutenant Wang became unconscious for a different reason. Lieutenant Wang suffered an aortic aneurism at that scene. He was transported here, was treated rapidly, and, as the Mayor said, he was transported now to Mount Sinai in Manhattan for the specific purpose of attempting to repair the aneurism, which was not available – that surgery was not available here in this hospital today. 

EMT Glinane is in the process of being transported for additional treatment. As a result of the stroke, he is critical, but stable, and we’re optimistic about his condition. And our thoughts and prayers are with both, and most certainly with Lieutenant Wang as he fights for his life. 

Question: Do you have the ages of the two men?

Commissioner Nigro: Yes. EMT Glinane, 63-years-old, has been with us 28 years. And Lieutenant Wang is 47-years-old. 

Question: [Inaudible]

Commissioner Nigro: He was traveling eastbound on the BQE in queens. 

Mayor: Anything else?

Question: And that accident, did it have to do with his medical episode?

Commissioner Nigro: Well, we don’t know. We assume that it had something to do with it. The accident didn’t cause the medical episode. It was more the opposite. 

Question: So, this was just a complete, tragic coincidence?

Commissioner Nigro: It is – you know, we’re not believers in coincidences, except for today. And it is an extremely tragic coincidence. Thankfully, both of these members were able to be transported and are still alive. It’s somewhat amazing considering the serious nature of both of these conditions. 

Question: Lieutenant Wang was riding with a physician on a ride-along when he –

Commissioner Nigro: That’s correct. 

Question: And the physician was from this hospital?

Commissioner Nigro: Yes, he was. 

Question: Did he assist in –

Commissioner Nigro: He did. 

Question: A question for Mayor de Blasio, could you comment at all about the shooting the Bronx?

Mayor: We’re going to talk about that another time. We’re just here to do this. Thank you.

Commissioner Nigro: Thank you.

Mayor: Thanks, everyone. 
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