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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 24, 2017
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AT MEETING WITH UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-GENERAL ANTÓNIO GUTERRES
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: I want to say on behalf of 8.5 million New Yorkers what a pleasure it is to welcome the Secretary-General here to City Hall. And I want to make very clear, as Mayor of New York City, that it’s an honor to be the home of the United Nations. And we understand the United Nations is an institution that promotes peace in a world that still has too much conflict. The United Nations has lead the way on addressing climate change – there’s a lot more to do, but certainly the role the United Nations over the last few years has been decisive in addressing climate change. And in terms of a fairer world, a fairer economy, a sustainable world – the United Nations, under this secretary general, has committed to very, very aggressive goals of equity and fairness.
 
So, Secretary General, I know a lot about your previous work in your home country and on behalf of the nations of the world through the United Nations. I want to commend you for what you’ve done previously and I want to tell you what a pleasure it is to have you here. I know, as one humble Mayor, that the United Nations is in very good hands and New York City wants to support your agenda in every way we can. 
 
Secretary-General António Guterres: Thank you very much, Mayor.  I am privileged, as Secretary-General, to be able to live in New York because it’s where the UN headquarters are. It’s a vibrant city, but it’s not only an economic, financial capital in today’s world, it’s a city with a remarkable diversity and the policy to have this diversity. A city with a fantastic creativity, museums, and cultural dimension a city that’s committed itself both to the eradication of poverty, and to the other sustainable development goals, and to a very strong environmental agenda, including a strong commitment to climate change. 
 
We live in a world where cities are more and more the drivers of progress and innovation. And it is fantastic for us to be in the most powerful [inaudible] drivers in the world. And I want to strongly convey to you our deep gratitude to us, to express to the citizens of New York our gratitude for their hospitality, their warmth, the way we are so well received everywhere as a staff of the UN, and at the same time to say we will do our best to also contribute to the richness, diversity of this wonderful city.
 
Mayor: I want to say, I appreciate that very much, Secretary General – and two final comments based on the Secretary General’s remarks. One, I want everyone in the media to understand that we have a witness that New Yorkers are friendly and hospitable. 
 
[Laughter]
 
That’s the only thing there is to know about New Yorkers. 
 
[Laughter]
 
And second, the Secretary General appreciates cities very personally, and he certainly understands what mayors do because his wife, Catarina, is the deputy mayor of Lisbon, Portugal. So, I have a deep appreciation for your understanding of cities, and of this city, and we’re so happy to have you here today. 
 
Thank you very much, everyone. 
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