[image: cid:image001.png@01D4F07A.138B7550]
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 11, 2019
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AT THE JEWISH CHILDREN’S MUSEUM 14TH ANNUAL GALA

Mayor Bill de Blasio: Thank you, everybody. It is such a joy to be here for this event. 

[Glass falls]

Woah – that’s good luck, right?

[Laughter]

This is a very life-affirming place, this museum. And I want to reflect on the meaning of it and why this gathering is so important. And, Devorah, you are a very life-affirming person. You – in the way you embrace life, the way you support and energize so many people who believe that we can do something better together, the way you rally people to remember our common humanity, because that’s what this place is about. 

We really need to recognize what this museum stands for and how powerful it is that it exists to begin with. And we need to recognize the extraordinary, powerful life-force that Devorah brings to all she does and how it enriches our city in so many ways. 

Let’s thank her.

[Applause]

This museum – I have put this in perspective in more than one way – this museum stands as a living tribute to a good, young man we lost who we should never have lost. He stands as a symbol of a mother’s undying love. This museum happens to be in a neighborhood that once was synonymous with a breakdown in our society, was once synonymous with division and conflict. It is now a neighborhood legendary for the dialogue, and the understanding, and the unity that its residents have created one for another. This museum here in this wonderful borough, in the center of this city stands as a reminder that we will always defend the Jewish community here in the city with the largest urban Jewish community anywhere on the earth. We will defend the community. We will show the richness of the community, and its history, and its culture. We will invite other people to see the fullness of this community and renounce the hatred, and the discrimination, and the stereotyping that unfortunately have afflicted the Jewish community for millennia. 

[Applause]

So, this museum is powerful and it’s necessary, and I wanted to be here tonight to celebrate that. I was so honored, Devorah, that you called me, and emailed me, and texted me –

[Laughter]

– and emailed me again, and texted me again. And look, no one should ever for a moment think it isn’t special for someone to have an opportunity to be honored by a place that means so much, but it was much more important for me to come here and say to you what I think this place means. And it’s a point in time where we have to reflect, because even here in this borough, and this city, in recent months we’ve seen the reality of hate once again. And, you know, I’ve talked to Devorah over the years – I was so struck that she had a wonderful faith. The museum was not just here to provide pride for the Jewish community, but to help other communities understand and feel a one-ness with the Jewish community, and vice versa. Again, that search for a better understanding of our common humanity. 

You would think with so many good people, including so many people in this room – have so many friends here, so many people I admire – elected officials, and members of my administration, and community leaders, and faith leaders. This is a room full of people who do good, and this is a room full of unifiers, a room full of healers. You would think on one level that after all of those years and all of that hard work, maybe one day we could say our work will be done. But these last months have been tough, they’ve been sobering, they’ve been a reminder that what we’re here to confront is not an easy enemy. Anti-Semitism rooted deeply – and it has to be fought at every turn, and I think that’s very important to recognize. When we see anti-Semitism, we call it out and we confront it every single time that we see it. 

[Applause]

We can’t let it grow. We can’t let it grow, and when we see a hate crime – and I want to thank the NYPD. Let’s all take a moment to thank the NYPD –

[Applause]

When I see a hate crime, I think – how quickly can we show the consequence for that perpetrator? How quickly can we show the community that it will never be swept under the rug or minimized, but, in fact, we take it so seriously that we put all of the resources we have into finding the perpetrator and making clear that there will be real and tangible consequences – to say to everyone else, this matters. We value this community. And the same, by the way, because it’s New York City – the same for everyone other community. And we all know that hate crimes have been directed at other communities too. Every New Yorker needs to see the same energetic, passionate, focused response whenever hate rears its ugly head.

[Applause]

We have a special responsibility, because we are now, more than ever in our history, a beacon. There’s too much permission being given for hatred, too much validation of hatred out there. And social media – it’s a wonderful thing in some ways, and it’s also, unfortunately, we’ve seen a little too easy a vehicle for voices of hate to use. So, we are more necessary than ever as New Yorkers, as a place that believes we actually all can get along and we can actually have mutual respect. We’re more necessary than ever, because we’re not just an abstract idea in this city, we are a living, breathing embodiment of a human community that finds a kind of unity, that finds a kind of way of getting along every single day. It’s not perfect by any means, but look at what the vast majority of the 8.6 million of us do all of the time – find a way, understand each other a little bit, work with each other a little bit, listen to each other a little bit. That’s who we are. 

And this neighborhood has been one of our most shining examples, and I want to say thank you to everyone, because I have to tell you, I remember that day in 1991 like it was yesterday. But I also have seen the good work and the hard work and the patient effort so many of you have undertaken to build a very different, better, beautiful reality [inaudible] today. 

So, I’ll conclude and give my thanks to Devorah for, again, being a beacon herself. And, Devorah, you know, I think we’ve said this in our own conversation – we all may never have gotten to know you if you had been someone who had been someone who turned away after the tragedy. We may have never gotten to know you if you had been someone consumed by bitterness. But you turned your love for your son into a love for all of us, and what a beautiful tribute that is, what a lasting tribute. So, when you come through the halls of this museum, this is a place to remember the good in the human spirit is alive and well. Love conquers hate. Light overcomes the darkness. 

Thank you, and God bless you all.
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