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MoNDAY, AUGUST 23, 1897—

Present—Commissioners McMillan (President), Cruger, Ely.
A representative of the Comptroller being present and the meeting open to the public, all the

in the C1Ty RECORD were opened and read for the following-named works :
For the Improvement of Park Bounded by Seventh A

ITEMS, QUANTITIES,

venue, Avenue St. Nicholas and One Hundred and Seventeenth Street, in the Cily o f New York.

James FLANAGAN,

PUBLIC PARKS.
REGULAR MEETING, 2 P. M.

estimates or proposals which had been received in accordance with an advertisement duly published
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Loy Furnishing all the Labor and Furnishing and Erecting all the Malerials necessary to Erect and
Complete, so far as Specified, the New Southeast Corner Wing and Enlargement of the American
Museum of Natural History.

Bidders. Amount, |

John F. Johnson.........c..eues $407,000 0O \ James Baker Smith...........

Quincy & Crawford............. 458,171 co | Thomas Cockerill & Son........

Hortons & Hemenway . . 414,200 00 | Isaac A. Hopper.......... 374,225 00

Thomas Dwyer..... 387,000 00 | John J. Hopper...... 411,586 oo
The matter of the opening of bids received on the 16th instant, for the improvement of St.

John’s Park, in the Ninth Ward, was considered, and the representative of the Comptroller stated

that owing to the omission of certain quantities from the specifications, it was the opinion of the

Corporation Counsel that the bids should not be opened, but should be returned to the respective .

bidders.

Commissioner Cruger offered the following :

Resolved, That in view of the opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation, as presented by the
representative of the Comptroller, this Board hereby decides not to open proposals received on the
16th instant for the improvement of St. John’s Purk, and hereby orders the same returned to the
bidders, and the work readvertised.

Which was adopted by the following vote :

Ayes— Commissioners McMillan, Cruger, Ely—3.

William Barclay Parsons, Chief Engineer of the Rapid Transit Railroad Commissioners, and
David B. Ogden, of Counsel to the Commission, appeared and were heard regarding that portion
of the proposed route of the Rapid Transit Railroad to extend under Battery Park. They were
requested to lay the matter before the Board in writing, in order that the same might be submitted
to the Counsel to the Corporation for his opinion as to the legal status of the case, as concerns the
Park Commissioners,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

The following communications were received :

From the Mayor, requesting that leave of absence be granted to such employees of the
Department as are members of the Grand Army of the Republic who may desire to attend the
Annual Encampment ot that organization at Buffalo during the week begimning August 23, 1897.
Granted. ;

From the Clerk of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, transmitting copy of resolution
passed by the said Board transferring the sum of twenty-one hundred dollars of the unexpended
balance of the amount appropriated under chapter 194 of the Laws of 1896, for ¢¢ Mould for the
Improvement of the Territory of Central Park, adjoining its boundary walls north of Ninetieth
street,”’ to the appropriation provided under the same law for ¢ Central Park, Improvement of—
Paving and Repaving with Asphalt the Walks,”” Filed.

From the President ot the West End Association, protesting against the use of the water front
of Riverside Park, at points said to be under the jurisdiction of this Department, for dumping and
storage purposes and asking that permits for the same be revoked. Referred to the Secretary for
investigation and report.

From the New York Zoological Society :

1st. Recommending the changing and improvement of certain roadways in Bronx Park.
Referred to the Superintendent of Parks.

2d, Urging upon the Board the necessity for a topographical survey of the southern portion
of Bronx Park, stating that the Society bad already employed Mr. Nostrand, Civil Engineer, to do |
for them part of the work, and requesting that an order be given to him by the Department to
continue the same. Referred to the Superintendent of Parks.

From Nathan Straus, asking permission to display a sign regarding the use of modified milk, |
on the milk booths in City Hall and Battery Parks. Referred to the President.

From Richard H. Hunt, architect for the new east wing of the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
recommending that the trench between the site of the east wing of the Metropolitan Museum of |
Art Building and the Fifth avenue sidewalk be filled with refuse rock or stone, and stating that the
said work could now be done in part without cost to the city, Referred to the President.

From the Secretary of the National Sculpture Society, reporting the opinion of the Society that
the completed clay model of the statue of General Simon Bolivar, proposed to be substituted for
the statue of General Bolivar now standing in Central Park, fails to reach that standard of artistic
excellence that entitles it to a place in any of the public grounds or parks in the city, and that the
Society does not recommend its acceptance by this Board.

On motion, the report of the Society was accepted, approved and a copy ordered sent to the
sculptor of the proposed new statue.

From John Ford, requesting that the sculptor of the proposed new Bolivar statue be advised
of the action of the Board in the matter, at as early a date as possible. Referred to the Secretary
for reply as to the action of the Board.

From George J. Kilgen, requesting permission to erect projections on buildings proposed to be
erected upon the north side of One Hundred and Twenty-third street, as shown on accompanying

lan.
F Commissioner McMillan stated that he had examined the plan submitted and offered the
following :

Resolved, That the consent of this Department be and hereby "is given to the erection of
projections on buildings of George J. Kilgen on the north side of West One Hundred and Twenty-
third street, two hundred feet west ol Amsterdam avenue, as shown on plans filed with the
Department by Fred. T. Camp, architect, such consent to take effect upon payment to the Depart-
ment of a fee equal to five dollars per square foot of the area of projection.

Which was adopted by the following vote :

Ayes—Commissioners McMillan, Cruger, Ely—3.

From Michael McCormack, requesting permission to erect projections on three five-story
apartment houses proposed to be erected on the southeast corner of One Hundred and Twenty-
first street and Morningside avenue, as shown on an accompanying plan.

Commissioner McMillan stated he had examined the plan submitted, and offered the fol-
lowing :

Resolved, That the consent of this Department be and hereby is given to the erection of pro-
jections on buildings of Michael McCormack on the southeast corner of One Hundred and
“Twenty-first street and Morningside avenue, as shown on plan filed with the Department by
Neville & Bagge, architects, such consent to take effect upon payment to the Department of a fee
equal to five dollars per square foot of the area of projection,

Which was adopted by the following vote :

Ayes—Commissioners McMillan, Cruger, Ely—3.

From Patrick Prendergast, requesting permission to erecl projections on three six-story and
basement apartment houses proposed to be erected on the south side of Eighty-sixth street, 100
feet west of Amsterdam avenue, as shown on an accompanying plan.

Commissioner McMillan stated he had examined the plan submitted and offered the fol-
lowing : ! ] )

Resolved, That the consent of this Department be and the same is hereby given (o the erec-
tion of projections on three six-story anq basement apartment houses, to be erected by Patrick
Prendegast, on the south side of West Eighty-sixth street, beginning one hundred fes:t west of
Amsterdam avenue, as shown on a plan filed in this office by G. A. Schellenger, architect ; such
consent to take effect upon the payment to the Department of a fee equal to five dollars per square
foot of the area of projection.

Which was adopted by the following vote :

Ayes—Commissioners McMillan, Cruger, Ely—3.

Amount.
.+ $409,000 00
364,500 00

Bidders.

| the sidewalks of Transverse Roads Nos. 1, 2

From Douglas Mathewson, J. Thomas Stearns, J. A. Goulden and others, petitioning that
a sub station of the Park Police be established in Crotona Park. Referred to the Committee on
Police.

From P. Leckler, suggesting the improvement of Crotona Parkway. Filed.

From Ferd. Frankel, suggesting the laying of asphalt strips for bicyclists on each side of
West One Hundred and Tenth street west of Morningside avenue. Referred to the Engineer of
Construction for an estimate of the cost of the same.

From William F. Bernard, requesting that the space recently occupied by a band stand at
Paradise Park be permanently improved. Referred to the Superintendent of Parks for an
estimate of the cost of the work, including the placing of a fountain at the point named.

From M. A. Kraus, commending Park Policeman Adolph Holtje for stopping a runaway horse
in the Central Park on July 8 last. Referred to the Committee on Police.

From B. L. M. Bates, complaining of the use of the Union Square Plaza as a distributing point
for the newspapers. Referred to the Captain of Police.

From Leventritt & Nathan, requesting, on behalf of Mrs. Baruch, permission to open a stand
for the sale of soda water and tobacco on the so-called Willett Park., Denied.

From R. A. T. Gehrke, asking permission to maintain a stand for the sale of refreshments in
Bryant Park. Denied.

From D. H. Benstead, applying for promotion to the position of Division Gardener.
to the Superintendent of Parks.

From the Engineer of Construction :

1st. Transmitting reports regarding the work of improving Park avenue being done by the
Department of Public Works, adjoining the coping and foundation walls surrounding the small
parks situated on that avenue, and regarding the work on Riverside Park from Ninety-sixth to One
Hundred and Twentieth street. Filed.

2d. Transmitting an approximate estimate of the cost of constructing approaches to and
improving the grounds surrounding the Municipal building in Crotona Park, as per plan submitted
by the Superintendent of Parks and approved by the Board on Aug. 2, 1897. Referred to the
President.

3d. Transmitting a plan showing a proposed change of the line and grade of the roadway
being constructed in the Bronx and Pelham Parkway between the westerly line of Pelham Bay

Referred

| Park and the Baychester road.

On motion, the plan as submitted by the Engineer was approved by the following vote :

Ayes—Commissioners McMillan, Cruger, Ely—3.

4th. Reporting that the contractor for building the roadway in the Bronx and Pelham Park-
way was dumping material and widening the embankments exterior to the lines of the work
embraced in his contract, and recommending that the contractor be permitted to widen the
embankment at least ten feet on the northerly side, without cost to the city, and that he be directed
to lengthen the culverts under the said embankment at a cost not to exceed $500, to be paid for

| at the prices stipulated in his contract.

On motion, the recommendations of the Engineer were adopted and approved by the following

| vote :

Ayes—Commissioner McMillan, Cruger, Ely—3

sth. Submitting a time statement on the work of repaving with concrete and mortar of Port-
land cement the walk adjoining the Battery sea-wall, etc., and recommending that the penalty for
overtime (1214 days) be remitted on account of delays in the work not the fault of the contractor.

On motion, the statement and recommendation of the Engineer were approved and adopted
by the following vote :

Ayes—Commissioners McMillan, Cruger, Ely—3.

6th. Submitting a time statement for the work ot paving with asphalt the unpaved portions of
and 3, in Central Park, etc., and stating that the
work had been completed within the stipulated time. Filed.

#th. Submitting a time statement on the work of paving with asphalt the sidewalks adjoining
Manhattan Square in Central Park, and recommending that the penalty for overtime (5 days) be
remitted, as the work was practically completed within the stipulated time and did not require the

| services of an inspector of the Department during the overtime.

On motion, the statement and recommendation of the Engineer were approved and adopted
by the following vote :

Ayes—Commissioners McMillan, Cruger, Ely—3.

8th. Submitting a time statement on the work of construction of walks, arani
otherwise improving the grounds surrounding the tomb of Gen. U. S. Grant, and stating th
work had been completed within the stipulated time. Filed.

From the Superintendent of Parks :

1st. Calling attention to the unsatisfactory condition of Riverside Park because of imperfect
drainage, and recommending that plans and an estimate be prepared with a view to remedying the
same. Referred to the Engineer of Construction to prepare an estimate of the cost of the necessary
work.

2d. Calling attention to the unsatisfactory condition of the pipes used in supplying water to the
Park, and recommending that measures be taken for the improvement of the same. Referred to
the Engineer of Construction for an estimate of the cost of the work.

3d. Reporting upon the proposed establishment of an open-air gymnasium in East River Park
and submitting a plan for the same. Referred to Commissioner Cruger.

4th. Transmitting bills of the New York Central and Hudson River Railroad Company, for
$619.93 and $165.27 respectively, for removing soil washed on the said Company’s tracks from
Riverside Park. Filed.

sth. Transmitting a bill of the Carter Harlem River Iron Works, amounting to $36.49, for
temporary repairs to the turning machinery of the Madison Avenue Bridge, on June 3, 1897.

Commissioner McMillan offered the followg :

Resolved, That the bill of the Carter Harlem River Iron Works, amounting to thirty-six
dollars and forty-nine cents, for temporary repairs to the turning machinery of the Madison Avenue
Bridge on June 3 last, be and the same hereby is audited, approved and ordered transmitted to the
Finance Department for payment, chargeable against the appropriation for ¢ IHarlem River
Bridges, General Maintenance, etc.,”” for the year 1897.

Which was adopted by the following vote :

Ayes—Commissioners McMillan, Cruger, Ely—3.

6th. Transmitting plans ana estimates for the work of improving the territory of Central Park,
east side, between Ninety-seventh and One Hundred and Second street, and for a ladies’ cottage
in the Park in the neighborhood of West Sixty-second street and Eighth avenue ; also for repairing
certain fountains at Union and Madison Square Parks. Laid over.

7th. Recommending the sale and removal of certain buildings now standing in Pelham Bay
Park. ;

On motion, the recommendation of the Superintendent was approved, and the buildings
described were ordered sold at public auction and removed from the park, by the following vote ¢

Ayes—Commissioners McMillan, Cruger, Ely—3.

8th. Reporting the existence of a depression in which water collects in the block situated
between Ogden avenue and Woody Crest avenue, and recommending that the Department allow
clean earth filling to be deposited in the same, free of charge, Referred to the President.

From the Captain of Police, transmitting reports of accidents, etc., for the two weeks ending
August 14, 1897. Filed.

Commissioner Cruger offered the following :

Resolved, That the contracts for which proposals were received on the 26th ultimo he awarded
to the lowest bidders, as follows :
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