Exterior Building Cleanup Moves Ahead In Lower Manhattan

Search | Email Updates | Contact Us

i Office of the Mayor

Residents : Business @ Visitors @ Government

AHOTO INFD...

Fall Foliage

Environmental
Protection

Schoharie Reservoir - New York City Water Supply System

L T

W Advanced Search

facebook
flickr
Ewiktker

Home

CUSTOMER SERVICES

Ways to Pay Your Bill
Account Information
Customer Assistance
Water Rates

Property Managers and Trade
Professionals

WATER UTILITIES

Drinking Water
Wastewater
Stormwater

Harbor Water

THE WATERSHED

Watershed Protection

Watershed Recreation

CITYWIDE INITIATIVES

Regulatory Reform
Environmental Education
Conservation Programs
Air Pollution Control

Noise Codes & Complaints

BUSINESSES & PROFESSIONALS

Forms & Permits
Doing Business with DEP

Asbestos Abatement

b B

L TioeEe,...

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 02-29
MORE INFORMATION
July 29, 2002

Contact: Geoff Ryan (718) 595-6600

NYC Department of
Environmental Protection
Communications &

Exterior Building Cleanup Moves Ahead In Intergovernmental Affairs

Lower Manhattan 59-17 Junction Boulevard
19th Floor

Commissioner Christopher O. Ward of the New York City Flushing, NY 11373

Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) announced
today that the Exterior Building Cleanup Program in Lower
Manhattan has met with considerable early success. Begun
on June 7th, with significant support from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), this effort has
shown mostly minimal presence of asbestos and other
contaminants from World Trade Center debris on the roofs
and exteriors of buildings in the downtown area.

(718) 595 - 6600

The Exterior Building Cleanup Program is part of a federal,
state and local government effort to reassure the public
that air quality in lower Manhattan is, and will continue to
be, safe for residents, workers and visitors. Commissioner
Ward said, "By instituting progressive initiatives such as the
Exterior Building Cleanup Program, we are working to
promote public confidence and help foster the resurgence of
Lower Manhattan as a residential and business community.
Throughout the clean-up process, we have been able to
proceed with the unwavering support of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency."

The Exterior Building Cleanup Program is entirely funded by
a $10.1 million grant from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, through the FEMA/State of New York
Public Assistance Program. President Bush authorized FEMA
to pay the full cost of the clean-up program following the
declaration of disaster in Lower Manhattan after September
11th. FEMA is also funding the EPA's interior cleanup of
residential apartments in Lower Manhattan.

"Our aim is a safe and secure environment in lower
Manhattan for the millions of residents, workers and visitors
who spend time there,"” said FEMA Director Joe M. Allbaugh.
"Supporting the city's efforts to reduce and eliminate any
possible harmful effects caused by the continued presence
of this material is FEMA's goal."

Under the Exterior Building Cleanup Program, building
owners whose properties have been identified as having
World Trade Center debris are eligible to have the debris
removed by licensed asbestos contractors at no cost. To
date, more than 1,000 buildings in the downtown area have
been inspected by DEP specialists. Three quarters of the

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/press_releases/02-29pr.shtmli[10/24/2011 11:10:05 AM]



http://www.nyc.gov/home.html
http://search1.nyc.gov/search?access=p&output=xml_no_dtd&sort=date%3AD%3AL%3Ad1&ie=UTF-8&client=agency_frontend&q=&sitesearch=www.nyc.gov%2Fhtml%2Fdoh&site=default_collection&y=0&oe=UTF-8&proxystylesheet=agency_frontend&ip=161.185.150.22&x=0&proxycustom=%3CADVANCED/%3E
http://www.facebook.com/nycwater
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nycep
http://www.twitter.com/nycwater
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/home/home.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/water_and_sewer_bills/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/customer_services/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/customer_assistance/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/water_rates/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/customer_managers/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/customer_managers/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/drinking_water/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/wastewater/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/stormwater/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/harborwater/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/watershed_protection/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/recreation/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/regulatory_reform/regulatory_reform_index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/environmental_education/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/ways_to_save_water/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/air/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/noise/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/forms_and_permits/index.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/businesses/doingbiz.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/asbestos/asbestos_abatement.shtml
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buildings inspected have shown no evidence of debris. Of

Construction, Demolition & those upon which debris has been identified, 81 buildings

Abatement have been cleaned to date, and an additional 56 buildings
are either in the process of being cleaned or have been

ABOUT DEF scheduled for future cleanup. Apart from the DEP-FEMA

) program, 60 buildings have been cleaned independently by
lEEE DEP building owners. A small number of buildings south of Canal
News Street remain to be scheduled for cleanup.

DEP Featured In... People interested in more information about the Exterior
Stories from DEP Building Clean-up Program may contact DEP at (718) DEP-
HELP. This program is separate from the indoors residential
clean-up program administered by the U.S. Environmental
Public Notices Protection Agency (EPA). For information on the indoor
program, interested parties may call the EPA's hotline at 1-
877-796-5471.
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