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RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO APPEARS LIVE ON 1010 WINS TO DISCUSS ORLANDO SHOOTING 

Larry Kanter: We’re hearing from Donald Trump, he’s laying blame all over the place. Everything he says from easy access to assault weapons and chastising President Obama for refusing to call radical Islam terrorism by its real name. He blames the American-Muslim community, saying they know who is likely doing some of these things, and they should turn them in beforehand. 
 
And here, in New York he is also blaming Mayor de Blasio. Trump spoke this morning on Fox and Friends, and we have the Mayor live with us here on 1010 WINS. 
 
Mayor de Blasio thanks for joining us. Let me just play what Donald Trump said, if I can. Okay?
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: Alright.
 
Audio of Donald Trump: You know in New York City, we had a fantastic intelligence group set up. When our mayor – our new mayor, de Blasio – he wiped it all out. It was the best in the country. He wiped it all out. He took it all out. Gone. 100 percent. So, now we don’t know what’s going on.
 
Kanter: Alright. So, what’s your response to Donald Trump?
 
Mayor: Well, Donald Trump, first of all, should stop saying divisive things in a moment of tragedy, in a moment of sorrow when we should be focused on the families who have lost loved ones. And we should be focused on positive solutions. Once again, he uses divisive language. 
 
And in New York, we came to a decision. The NYPD came to a decision that the previous policy of surveillance had been counterproductive, unfair to members of the Muslim community because we want them to be our partners in fighting terror. That’s the bottom line here. And by the way, that is what the FBI believes and that’s what the Department of Homeland Security believe – that we want all communities in this country, including the Muslim community, to be part of the effort to fight terror, to fight gangs, to fight crime. 
 
So, that previous effort was counterproductive. And Bill Bratton – my police commissioner – came to the decision that it wasn’t helping us but it was alienating large segments of the Muslim community. Donald Trump doesn’t know a whole lot about policing. He doesn’t know a whole lot about national security. If you want to know how to keep people safe, I’d ask Bill Bratton what he thinks. And this was something Bill Bratton fully endorsed.
 
Kanter: Now, when we have terrible occasions like this, there’s always talk of more gun control. People will generally say, ‘Well, now is not the time to discuss it – let’s wait a while and then we’ll do it, now we have to mourn.’ But isn’t this really the real time to discuss gun control, when it’s fresh?
 
Mayor: Yes, you’re absolutely right. I mean, we’ve had so many tragedies and this one is still being investigated. It’s obviously an act of terror. It’s obviously an act of hate. But we don’t know the whole story and all the motivations here. What we do know is this man, like so many before him had easy access to weapons, and weapons that could kill large numbers of people quickly. This has happened over and over again whether it’s a Columbine, or a Newtown, or some horrible event like this in Orlando. The common thread is – our gun laws don’t work. 
 
We don’t have gun safety laws that actually keep our people safe. And it’s exactly the time to address this. There is a way to respect gun ownership rights while still achieving greater levels of gun safety – obviously things like better background checks, and more extensive and more timely checks. 
 
And it’s time to make these decisions as a country. I don’t think the American people are afraid to find a new solution. I think there’s some very vested interest, like the NRA, that want to inhibit that kind of debate. But I think the American people are more and more disgusted by these instances, and they want to see something new happen to address them.
 
Kanter: And we know the problem here – we have great gun control laws on the books, here, but it doesn’t seem to make much difference.
 
Mayor: Well, look, it does help to have it in a state like New York. We have very good gun safety laws. But it doesn’t work if all the surrounding states don’t or if, for example, in our case so many of the crimes committed in New York City are with guns that come up from the South, that are purchased very easily in the South, and then sold up here. And that puts law enforcement at a huge disadvantage. So, ultimately, state-by-state solutions are good but a national solution is what will really make us safe. 
 
Kanter: And Mayor, you’re going to be at the Stonewall Inn this evening. Is that correct? 
 
Mayor: That’s right. We’re having a vigil at the Stonewall Inn. Look, this attack was obviously directed at the LGBT community. I think there’s a lot fear in the community here in New York City and around the country. Our message tonight is we stand in solidarity with all members of the LGBT community, and obviously it will be a vigil in memory of those lost in Orlando. But you’ll see a lot of NYPD presence today at key sites around the city, certainly at key LGBT community locations. And this is a month that we celebrate the community, and [inaudible] the big Pride parade at the end of the month. I’ve said to all my fellow New Yorkers, they can feel very safe that there’ll be lots of additional police presence at all of these events, particularly presence of our new Critical Response Command, which is the largest anti-terror force of any police force in the country. We instituted it last year. And so, you’ll see the NYPD out in force keeping us safe.
 
Kanter: Mayor Bill de Blasio, thank you for being with us. 
 
Mayor: Thanks very much. 
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