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Mayor Bill de Blasio: Good afternoon, everybody. Yesterday, | announced a major counter offensive against thespread of the coronavirus here
in New York City. Now this is a City that has come so far since thebeginning of this crisis back in Marchand April, and we have shown how
tough we can be in fighting this virus. And afterall the progress we've made, it's tough to have to think about any rewind, any pause, evenif its in
part of our city, but we have to dothisnow. We have to recognize what the data and the science are tellingus and it’s time to move forward and
fight back, because a rewind, a pause is all part of fighting back against the disease. It is what worked for us before and it will work for us again.

Now | am very clear after everything we'vebeen through in these last months, thatthe great lesson is take action as soonas the data and science
indicate that it's time, when the dataand science tell you something, act on it. Thesad reality and so much ofthe rest of theworld, and eventhe
rest of this country, is one ofthe data and thescience were ignored. We are not ignoring it. We're proposing a very tough p lan of action right now
to addressthis situationand to ensure that it does not tum intoa second wave all across New York City, we stillhavetime to avert that problem,
and that's what | want us all to focus on, stopping this problemright now. So, the City of New York has presented a planto the State on how we
addressthese clusters. We've goneover the plan with the State. | spoke with the Govemnor earliertoday. We've laid out the foundation for how to
stop this spread dead in its tracksand it is part oflearning fromwhat worked beforeand applying it in a very pinpoint manner.

Now, the State has agreed onthe need to close public and nonpublicschools in the nine highest risk ZIP codes. So that will happen ef fective now
tomorrow morning, that's an update now. The State determined they would rather have theschools closed tomorrow morning. So, at the end of
the school day today those schools will be closed public and nonpublic in thenine ZIP codes. And again, we'regoingto work hard to turaround
those nine ZIP codes sothat in the coming weeks, kids will be ableto come back to school. We've also presented a plan forclosingdownnon-
essential businesses in those ZIP codes. We're continuing to work with the Govemnor's teamonthat plan. The proposal | put onthe tableis the
basis of discussion, nine ZIP codes, close all non-essential businesses. The Governor's team are considering evasivealterations they want to make
to that geography orto the approach, but until we hear otherwise, our plan is to move ahead Wednesday morning with enforcement in those nine
ZIP of all non-essential businesses. We will continueto work with the State in the meantime to get to a final resolution. Now, the important thing
here is to remember the State has aroleto play, the City has aroleto play, but the biggestrole will be played by all of you, by everyday New
Yorkersin these nine ZIP codes and beyond.

So, itgoes back to the basics. And | want to really urge people, if you live in any of the areas of concern, thenine key ZIP codes or some of the
other ones that are on our watch list, please limit your activity, stay homewhenyou canstay home. Of course, if you'resick, especially stay
home. Wear the facecoverings. It's just something we need people to do consistently, indoors, outdoors, everywhere, obviously, make sure you
honor social distancing, avoid gatherings, realbasic things. Wash your hands, use hand sanitizers. We need peopledo all this. And really,
especially at this moment, we've got to get the clearestpossible picturewhat's happening in these nine ZIP codes and literally everywhere else in
the city. So | want to redouble our efforts to get people tested, more and more free testing has been madeavailable all over New York City. If you
live in one of those nine ZIP codes, imperative that you get tested. If you’ve not been tested recently, if you've never beentested, go out and get
tested. It's free. Itis quick. It'savailable all overthe city and wherever you livein New York City. If youhave not been tested recently, it's so
importantthat we get a clear picture. The more New Yorkers that get tested, the better.

Now in terms of testing, what I've indicated to you, we do not see a citywide resurgence. We seea challenge in certainkey Z IP codes. We do see
an overall citywide number rising in terms of positivity, but that is largely based onwhat we see in those keys ZIP codes, not a bigger citywide
trend. That said, thereis a lot more activity now, obviously, since Labor Day, we've seena lot moreeconomic activity, more jobs, more travel,
schools comingback, there'sa lotgoingon. So itis very, very important that people be tested in the light of everything happening and that's how
we will make sure we stay at an acceptable level. Anyonewho needs to know whereto go to get tested, you can go onlinenyc.gov/covidtest, or
you can call 2-1-2-COVID19to find freetesting locations and there is definitely onenearyou.

Now, an updateon theareas of greatest concem in Brooklyn and Queens, we still have nine ZIPcodes. That number has not changed in the last
24 hours, nine ZIPcodes that have been above three percent positivity for seven consecutive days or more. We havea watch list that | talked
aboutyesterday, 11 ZIP codes. We'readding one more to thewatch list, and that is ZIP code 11375 in Forest Hills, Queens, b ecausewe've seena
rise in the positivity levelthere. Now, again, those watch list ZIP codes do end up in the category requiring the greatest restrictions in lessand
until they haveseven consecutive days above three percent positivity in their testing, we hope that does not happen. And thebest way for that not
to happen is to follow all those basic healthand safety rules I talked about earlier and again to everyonein those areas, in those 12 ZIP code areas
thatare not now in the most restricted category, please go get tested so we can get the truth about what's happening in your neighborhood. The
more people get tested, the better picture we get.

Okay, speaking of testing, there's an extensive effort right now, moving testing resources into all the affected areas that will continue to grow
every single day. | want youto hear about this specific effort to mobilize testing resources and to get them where they're n eeded the most. I'm
goingto turn to the Executive Director of our Testand Trace Corp, Dr. Ted Long.

Executive Director Ted Long, Test and Trace Corps.: Thankyou, sir. Testing is important because it gives us a line of sight into exactly where
the coronavirus is and it gives us an opportunity to interveneto stop its spread. Nowin New York City, we'vebuilt a massive testing system.\We
per capita test more people today than European countries like Germany and Asian countries like South Korea. We're leveraging and focusing our
testingsystem in onthe ZIPcodes, the communities wherewe're seeing these clusters. If you look last Friday alone, if you look at ourninetier
one ZIP codes, thebaseline level of testing that they had before, on Friday in a single day, we doubled the number oftests beingdone in those



communities. We'regoing to keep doing that and that's been a critical way that we'veachieved the success that we have in co mmunities like
Sunset Park and like Soundview, where we've been able to drive down the percent of people testing positive by more than two thirds.

Our numbersover thelast three days are, we did 1,900 tests, newtests on Friday and then over theweekend we did an additional more than 1,500
tests. Now | want to tell you a little bit about how we've been able to build up our testing resources so quickly because we have a few innovative
and novel strategies. First, we'vebrought in our 13 mobile unitsand put them in strategic locations. Next, we've created six block parties, which
is where we cordoned off part of the sidewalk, bringing a large team, and then we can test 500 people at each site per day in those instances.
Next, we built out forrapid testing sites whereyou can come in and get a test result back within 15 minutes. We also created a new type of
model, we call it the microsite model. In this model you come, pick up a self-swab kit, do theself-swab yourself, hand thekit backin, and you're
done in a matter of minutes. You cango on yourway. In addition, we'redoing testing specifically at our schools. We've done eight schools a day
since last week and today we're ramping up to test — doing testing at 12 different schools. We're going to keep doing that. Finally, we're building
outrapid testing at eight additional sites, but this is a special effort. What we'redoing in ouradditional sites is we're working with community
providersin our high-risk communities. So, if youare goingto your trusted doctor, we want your doctor to have one of ourmachines so that you
can geta testdone andaresultbackin 15 minutes. Nowwe're going to continue building up our testing resources as we move forward sothat we
can have the same success we did in Sunset Park and Soundview working together with our communities. We will suppress the coronavirus.
Thank you, sir.

Mayor: Thankyouvery much, Dr.Long, andeverybody look, this is going take an intense effort by all New Yorkers, but | want to remind you
again, what we went through before we saw tremendous sense of unity and teamwork from New Yorkers. We saweveryone working together,
want to emphasizewe are all in this together. Every one of these ZIP codes and in the wholecity, we all have to work together. That's what's
goingto get us through thisand it starts with everyone getting tested.

Okay, let me turn to another matter, which is very muchrelated to new developments that has a huge impact onthis city's present and future—
that's the census. We have very important news that the higher court circuit court ofappeals federal court ruled that the Census Bureau must
continue to count until October 31st. We are pushing to ensure that actually happens. There is a possibility the Trump administration will appeal
this to Supreme Court. Infact, unfortunately it's probably a likelihood, but we're working on the assumption we could haveas many as four more
weeks to do thiswork. So, want to emphasize everyone how important it is to respond to the census now — it s still alive, it is still happening.
New York City now hasa self-response rate of61.1 percent, very close to wherewe were in 2010 without a pandemic, but we want to get that
number up quite a bit. Please go to my2020census.gov. Itis so important that you get involved and you get your whole family involved. Everyone
involved. We need thisand alsowant to remind everyonewhile you're thinking about the important things to do fortoday and for the future, 29
days, till the election, the opportunity to registerto vote. We haveonly a few more days want to remind people howimportantitis. If youhave
notregistered, get out there and register to vote, be a part of determining the future ofthe city, stateand nation. All of these things we're talking
about now arethings everyone cando. Every single New Yorker can participate in thecensus. Every single New Yorker can sign upandvote,
who's eligible to vote, and of course, everyonewho needs a coronavirus test can get a test. All those actions are things that you can do that will
make a bigdifference for this city right nowand well into the future.

Okay, so now let me talk about our indicators. Give youthe overallpicture for New York City. Indicator number one: daily number of people
admitted to New York City hospitals for suspected COVID-19 - threshold is 200 patients — today's report: 67 patients witha 13.4 percent
confirmed positivity rate for COVID-19. Number two— new reported cases ona seven-day average threshold is 550 cases — today's report 490
cases, and number three, percentage of people testing citywide positive for COVID-19 — threshold five percent — today's report is 1.83 percent,
and the seven-day rollingaverage is 1.75 percent. Okay,a few words in Spanish.

[Mayor de Blasio speaks in Spanish]
With that, would turnto our colleagues in the media. Please let me know the nameand outlet of each journalist.

Moderator: Hiall. We’ll now begin our Q and A. We're joined today by Health Commissioner, Dave Chokshi, Executive Director ofthe Test
and Trace Corps Dr. Ted Long, and Senior Advisor Dr. Jay Varma. With that, we'll go to Andrewfrom WNBC.

Question: Hello to everyone onthe call, good afternoon. With regard to the businesses. Canyou clarify what the difference of opinion is right
now between yourselfand the Govemor? He seemed to illustrate to us that his problem was with the ZIP codes, that by closing businesses in
those ZIP codes, you may bepunishing large sections where there are no cases. Is that your understanding of how youandthe Governor differon
this issue, right now?

Mayor: Thisone is an ongoing conversation. Andrew, we had a good conversation this morning. | think there's a legitimate concern from both
the City and State's perspectives about how to balancethe factors. Why is that the Govemor's — based onthe guidance I'm getting fromour health
leadership, the folks who've been fighting all the way through this crisis, that the ZIP code is the best available measurewe have, because if you
look at these ZIP codes throughout them, you're seeing either very high rates or unfortunately growing rates in the peripheral areas ofthe ZIP
code. So, say forexample, one part of the ZIP code is having a particularly intense problem that does not meanthe otherareas ofimmediately it
in the ZIP code are just plainfine. Unfortunately, what we're seeing is some crossover to other areas as well, surrounding. So overwhelming,
these ZIP codes areareas of concernacross the board. It'snot as clean as you know, the westem half ofthe ZIP codes really troubled onthe
eastern halfis just plain fine and perfect. No, we'reseeing the whole ZIP code in many cases, having somedegreeor another ofa higher level of
positivity. We alsothinkit's important if we've got an area that's really intense in terms of high positivity to surround it with the protections we
putin place. So, itdoesn't spread to evenmore ZIP codes. So, frommy point of view, this is the best usable measure. Census tractsare
interesting, but very hard for people to makesense of. | think one of thethings that Govemnor pointed out is what ofan areaaround his ZIP code
isaproblem,butnot the wholenext ZIP code over, | think that's a valid concem, but right now what we propose and we thinkit's the one,you
know, available strong optionis to say here's nine ZIP codes that unfortunately the problem is pervasive enough that fuller restrictions make
sense across the board. Hopefully only fortwo to four weeks, not forever, thank God, and if the State wants to modify that in some way,
obviously that's the state's ultimate decision button, unless they comeback with a specific modification, we're preparing to act as early as
Wednesday morning, we need some plan ready to go, and that's theplanwe have. Go ahead. Andrew.



Question: You just stated that two to four-week timeframe for businesses. Is it fair to ascertain that the first schools that might be a possible
timeframe aswell? Andif itendsup onthe four-week side of things you're talking about, possibly thesekids not coming back into the classroom
until right before Thanksgiving?

Mayor: | think two to fourweeks based onwhat we laid out yesterday, what we've putforward to the State and we believethis makes sense.
Accordingto the science is two weeks minimum. So you have a period of timeto make sure that the results are real, and if you see one ofthese
neighborhoods go under three percent for seven consecutive days, thats a really clear indicator. Great. We can move out of the restrictions orthe
other alternative for weeks whereby the last day ofthe fourweeks, they were under three percent. Thoseare two very good measures. Eitherone
of those could work. What I'd say is, you know, let's be optimistic if everyone works hard, everyone gets tested. We hopeto stay on the earlier
side of that. If that happened in these areas. So school would becomingback at the end of thefirst week in November, if it was four weeks, are
they becomingback in late October if it was two weeks.

Moderator: Next up, and we'll add that we're also joined by Schools Chancellor Richard Carranza, is Reuvain from Hamodia.
Mayor: Reuvain,can you hear me?

Moderator: Can youhear us?

Mayor: Sounds like you've got to come back.

Moderator: We're goingto moveto ournext, and next up is Marcia from WCBS.

Mayor: Marcia?

Moderator: We're having a few technical difficulties. We're orienting ourselves. Nextstepis Erinfrom Politico.

Question: Hi, Mr. Mayor. Hi canyouhear me.

Mayor: Yeah.Erin, how you doing?

Question: Okay, great. I'mdoingall right. Hope you're okay. | just want to get some clarity here. You're saying youwill go ahead and move
ahead with this shutdown as of Wednesday moming, because we all thought we just heard Governor Cuomo saying was that hewas not goingto
authorize theshutdown of nonessential businesses, at least as of now. So do you have the authority to do that?

Mayor: Now, Erin, let me make it very clear. | appreciate the question. I'm saying until thereis a different plan, we are preparing to implement
this plan. We presented a plan to the State of New York. Overwhelmingly what we're seeing is the state of, with the basicconcepts. The State
agrees with the needto close downschools in the nine ZIP codes. The State has agreed on theneed to restrict activity in the nine ZIP codes. We
have specifically proposed doingitby ZIP code, starting Wednesday morning, closing the non-essential businesses. The State is reviewing that
right now and might come back with modifications, but we're going to be ready to move as early as Wednesday mor ning. If the State comes back
with a modification, we'll of coursefollow thatmodification. | do not expect, Erin, the State to delay for long. | don't thinkanyone hasan interest
in delaying, but they might modify the plan in some way, in which case we'll adapt accordingly.

Question: Okay. So, | mean, but justto bea hundred percent clear here, if they don't come back with a modification, but don't comeback with
anythingelse,andwhen leavethe status quo in place, will you be able to act onthis?

Mayor: We obviously will followstate law, Erin, and if the State does not authorize restrictions. We'renot going to act, but | find thatvery
unlikely at this point. Governorhas beenvery clear, you know, we havea problem. It's not just a problemin Brooklynand Queens. It's a problem
in Nassau County, in Rockland County, in Orange County. This is becominga bigger problemfor the City and the State, and the time to act is
now. So, youknow, here'sa hard proposal, a specific proposal. We will certainly if followany guidance the State gives. But onething I would
say is what we cannot afford to do isdelay. The data is tellingus very clearly, very loudly that it's time to act. So, we can't put the final
enforcement into place until the State has given usthe sign off, but | fully expect the State to act quickly.

Moderator: We’re going to try Reuvain again. Next up is Reuvain.
Question: Hi. Can youhear me, Mr. Mayor?
Mayor: Yeah.How areyoudoing?

Question: Good. Hi, how areyou? So, | would just like to ask you about thetiming of your announcement yesterday. There was a holiday that
was from Friday night until Sunday night, Orthodox Jews have no access to media, to electronics. None of us knew about this announcement until
Sunday night. I'm just wondering since your proposed announcement anyway wasn't going to kick in until Wednesday, why was this not doneat a
time when the Orthodox community was able to hear the sameway everyone was, instead of hearing it on the media maybe Sunday night or
Monday moming.

Mayor: Appreciate the concern. And as | said yesterday, during the press conference, | was sensitive to the fact that the community was in the
middle of a holiday, and I’ ve acknowledged that, but I have an obligation to the people of the wholecity to announce this plan assoonas it was
ready. We had to get to work immediately with conversations with the State. We had to give people a warning of what it would mean. All those
parents thinking about their kids' school schedules, they needed as much warning as possible. We needed to give a warning to the many, many
people live in the ZIPcodes who were not observing the holidays and needed as much time as possible. And, obviously, made clearyesterday



that we want to immediately get into conversations with community leaders last night, thismoming, and ongoing to keep working this through.
But it was an urgent reality where it was imperative to get the word out as quickly as possible. Go ahead.

Question: | want to ask the doctors if they can explain why this percent positives stat is the stat thats being focused on rather than, say, case rate
in the particular ZIP code?

Mayor: Absolutely. Dr. Varma, Dr. Chokshi, doyouwant to jumpin? Dr.Varma, areyouout there? You may be on mute.

Senior Advisor Jay Varma: —on mute. Yeah, therewe go. Yeah,sorry, | was tryingto unmute. Yes, thank you for thequestion. So, thereare, in
fact, you know, two important measures. One is the number of casesthat are occurring in any community. Andthe second, of course, is the test
positivity rate. The reason that we prefer the test positivity rate is that it provides us with a better sense ofthe overall prevalence of disease in the
community. Because, as we know, the absolute testing numbers will vary depending on theamount of testing that's done. We do like to use both
numbers, as you cantell fromthe areas of concern, those are based not just ontest positivity, but also our concernabout the rate of case growth
occurringin those communities. And Commissioner Chokshi can explain the Health Department has a very sophisticated statistical method to
look at the actual case numbers and try to get a sense aboutwhether they're an aberration due to testing numbers or whether they actually
represent a significant and importantincrease.

Mayor: Dr. Chokshi?

Commissioner Dave Chokshi, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Mayor. And Dr. Varma is exactly rightin
that we do focus on multiple ways of looking at the data. I'll just add one other piece tothis, which s that specifically looking at the cases often
gives us, youknow, the earliest signal that that we may need to beworried about our particulararea. Andso, at different p oints in time, we may
have an emphasis on one measure versus the other. You know, as we continue to monitor the areas of concem, justas Dr. VVarma was saying, the
test positivity is thebest measureforus to figure out precisely what's going and whether — what's going on and whether we're improving or not.
And so, we have to look at the datain different ways at different points in timeto get the complete picture ofwhat's happe ning.

Mayor: Thankyou.
Moderator: Nextis Brigid fromWNYC.

Question: Hey, Mr. Mayor. Formore thana week, the Governor has been stressing the importance of localenforcementto stop mass gatherings
duringthe city andensure masks usage in publicand has essentially laid the blameon localities for not conducting sufficie nt enforcement. I'm
justwondering if you think that criticism s fair. Is that what has led to thesespikes?

Mayor: No, | don't think that's what happened here, Brigid. | think what happened was that something unprecedented developed based o n our
experience nowover seven months. There's been intensive efforts to educate all communities, huge amount of masks distribution and consistent
enforcement happening. We — literally, if we're talking about the last few weeks, we've had instances of closing the yeshivas down, closing down
stores, there's beenall sorts ofenforcement actions taken, as there wereactions taken previously — bars, restaurants, stores — there's been
enforcement throughout. I think what is different this time is that the approach that we use, for example, inthe month of August in Sunset Park —
we had areally substantial uptick, we applied more outreach, more masks distribution, more enforcement and more testing. We turned that
around in a very quick timeframe. Thesame thing happened in Soundview in the Bronx. The samethinghappened in Southeast Queens. We were
applyingthe same measures first in Borough Park and Brooklyn; then, in Far Rockaway and thought we wereseeing similar outcomes, initially,
and then saw something very, very different. So, the fact is that we've been working the same approach all along. This last week, in light of the
increases, we had over a thousand New York City employees out, whether it was NYPD, Office of Special Enforcement, Sheriff's Office, Health
Department, and many otheragencies, doing constant education and enforcement. And remember, enforcement requires a legal reason. For
example, the closure require certain legal standards being met before you can close a school ora business. And our officials were out looking for
those standards and did not find very many situations wherethat was needed. So, | think what happened herewas thespread had deepened in a
much more pervasive manner than we saw in any other community previously and has now surfaced in such a manner th at we must takemuch
more rigorous actions. It's far beyond just a matter of enforcement. We need to actually have restrictions now — schools closed, businesses closed,
usingthe tools that worked in thespring again. Go ahead.

Question: Just to followup onthat, youknow, the Governorwas saying that the NYPD and Department of Health are empowered now to, for
example, use a summons for people who are not wearing masks. Andso, I'mjust curious, given — you know, given these spikes and this renewed
focus, thisneed to sort of go beyond education, in the Governor's words, is there anything that will be changingabout enforcementand how it
will be conducted, going forward?

Mayor: Yeah, | thinkthe difference here is, first of all, what we saw last week — wherevertherewas aninstance to enforce it was taken, but,
again, within the law and in a way that was going to achieve thegoal. I'mvery, very clear that if | can get someone to wear a mask rather than just
give a fine for its own sake, | want someone to wear the mask. If someone refuses to wearthe mask, they ’re getting a fine. That's been our
approachall along. The reality, the law with businesses, etcetera, if there'sa problem that could beimmediately corrected, you offerthe
opportunity to correct. Ifit's notcorrected, youimmediately fine or shutthe business. So, we'vekept to that standard throughout and very
successfully in most communities. Thedifference now, Brigid, isit's time to go farbeyond the traditional approach to enfor cementthat worked in
June, July, August. We have a different reality here in Brooklyn and Queens, and it seems alsothat way in several of thesuburban counties. It's
time now for the kinds ofrestrictions that got us out ofan even worse situation in the spring. So, thedifferencenowis, once yousay you're
closingnon-essential businesses and closing schools, the enforcement of those rules is very, very clear. If anyonetries to violate thos e, as we saw
some backin March and April, for example, that's very quick, rigorous enforcement. There'sno question that case. If you're open, you'renot
supposed to beopen, you'reshut downimmediately.

Moderator: Next is Rich from WCBS Radio.



Question: Hithere, Mr. Mayor.
Mayor: Hey, Rich. Howare you doing?

Question: Good. I'mglad you canhearme here. It seems like it's a little bit of rollof the dice. Anyway, so | thought I heard the Go vernor say
that the State was taking over the enforcement in these hot zones, if youwill. That the NYPD somehow would beunderthe command of State
Police or the State in some manner or form. Is it your understanding? Or, whatdoes —

Mayor: Thatisnot myunderstanding. That's not how it works legally. The Governor is putting forward a particular vision. We agree, we want an
aggressive enforcement vision. We're going to work together with the State. | told the Governorthis moring, we had 1,000 personnel out
throughout the week, last week, doing enforcement rigorously. Look, again, I hope the State will agree to immediately is that we need stronger
restrictions and that will allow us to really tum thetide here. We can't wait. We need these strong restrictions. And the enforcement of the strong
restrictions again is very clear. But no, the City, the City personnel worked for the City, but we’ll be working in close coordination with the State.
We agree with the idea of very rigorous enforcement. NYPD will coordinate with State Police as they doonso many other areas and we'll move
forward together.

Question: Sounds very cooperative. So, Mr. Mayor, at one point the Governor said, why don't you ask the Mayor why he didn't work outa plan
with the State first beforeannouncing it publicly. Isthat — is that an accurate assumption on his part?

Mayor: It's veryclear,and | spoke to it yesterday, Rich, that | have learned over these last seven months that the best way to approach things is
once we come to a decision here in New York City, and that is based on the data, based on thescience, based onthe views of our health care
leadershipwho've been fighting all the way through this crisis,and so successfully, that the best thingto do is announce it to the people, to let the
people know what makes sense. And that is the best way to achievethe goal. So, we informed the State before | made my public statement, but
what | found — this isa very dynamic situation that we need to move very decisively very quickly — is the best way to ensurethereis actionis to
putthe proposal onthe table publicly.

Moderator: Next we have Sydney from the Staten Island Advance.

Mayor: Hey, Mr. Mayor. Last week, you announced fines will be givento people refusing to wear face coverings in the ZIP codes with high
infection rates. But I'm wondering if there's any plansto deploy that kind of enforcement at large gatherings in other parts ofthe city? Overthe
weekend, about 2,500 people attended a Trump rally on Staten Island, and many of those attendees were seen not wearing these coverings and a
pack together in a large crowd. So, | wanted to see if you plan to step up enforcement and fines if people are spotted not wearing face coverings at
large gatherings, like theone on Saturday, given the City's infectionrate ison therise? And do you think that rally shoul d have been held in the
first place just, you know, giveneverything that's going on right now?

Mayor: Look, Sydney, | thinkeveryone's got to recognize right now that we need peopleto wear face mask, we need people to socially distance,
and we need peopleto avoid large gatherings. | respect everyone's firstamendment rights, but | would urge everyone to recognize thisacross the
political spectrum. What we're focused on, of course, Sydney, is the places where we are having the most trouble, thosenine ZIP codes, and then
some of the others in the watch list. That's where we put in the intensive efforts to give people masks. And if they refused to takea mask and
wear a mask, we'regoing straight to fines — that's where we'll focus ourresources. But I'd ask everyone, all New Yorkers right now to realize we
are in a situation we should be very concerned about, all of us, whereourfocus right now is in certain ZIP codes, and, inthe scheme ofthings, it
is adistinct part ofthe city, it's notall of the city. But, if we don'tall deal with this together, we could be running the risk of that second wave.
None of us wants to see that happen. So, I'd ask everyoneto start altering their behavior in light of that reality. Goahead.

Question: Have you figured out whenyou plan to take your one-week furlough?

Mayor: Sydney, | think we aregoingto get thatall donein October. We're stillworking on a few of thetechnicalities. | think for anumber of
City workers, they'll spread it out, but | think, in my case, we're goingto doitall in October. And, again, | will still be working on my regular
constant schedule. It will just be reflected inmy paycheck.

Moderator: Next is Juliafrom the Post.

Question: Hey, good afternoon, Mr. Mayor. I'mwondering how many sheriffs are currently out forenforcement of COVID rules in the hotspots
and how many additional police officers you planto addto them?

Mayor: Yeah,Julia, will get youupdated numbers on thesheriffs. So, we'vehad a lot of participation fromthe sheriff. We moved the sheriff off
alot of the other COVID-related activities onto the hotspots — Office of Special Enforcement as well, and, as | said, a number of other agencies.
As of last week, theaverage day was about 400 members of the NYPD, but that will keep increasing as we have to go into more ZIP codes.

Question: And then how doyou feel about the Governor saying that peopleshould be ticketed onthe street for not wearing a mask, perio d?
They've had plenty of education. They'vehad plenty ofwarnings.

Mayor: Well, again, that's something that, to me, the first question is what gets someone to wear the mask? Unquestionably, offering someone a
mask and letting them know they're be about to be ticketed has proven to bevery effective with a lot of people. If someone refuses, they should
be ticketed, absolutely. But we need to focus those efforts onwhere the problem is most extensive. | think if you lookat New York City asa
whole, New Yorkers aredoing a pretty damn good job of wearing masks. That's how we got out of the crisis to begin with and how we sustain
such low levels of positivity forso long. But in the places where there's been a problem, | think it's simple — if someone's not wearing a mask,
they're offered it; if they refuse, they're ticketed. Ifthey take the mask and put it on, they keep going on with their lives.

Moderator: For the last question, we'llgo to Jeff fromthe NY Times.



Question: Hey. Good aftemoon, Mr. Mayor. Couple of questions — I'm wondering about, you mentioned Rockland and Orange County earlier.
I'm wondering if youthink they're being putto the same standards as the City, you know, given their hotspots, or having similar and worse
outcomes as New York? And I'mwondering, whatis the standard for the other 11 ZIP codes? Do they have — how muchtime do they have before
you begin the same process of considering closing schools and businesses?

Mayor: Yeah.Jeff, | appreciate the questions. First ofall, I'm just sort pull out somecharts here — but, first of all, onthe surrounding areas —
look, we understand this is now a regional problem. We understand that the spread has been caused by people connecting not ju st in Brooklyn or
adjustin Queens, butacross different areas. There'sa Nassau County problem. There'sa Rockland County problem. There'san Orange County
problem. Everything interconnects, it should be dealt with as a whole. It's up to — excuse me, localities and the State to determinewhat's right for
them. But what is not evena question anymore, is there a connectivetissuehere? Is there something in common? Is there something we have to
addressaltogether? Absolutely. So, | think if we really want to stop this fromspreading more deeply and affecting the whole metropolitanarea,
those counties need strong restrictions, whatever works best forthemas well. In terms of the areas that are not part of the nine ZIP codes, but that
are areas are being watched carefully and wherethere’s a real concem — thankfully, Jeff, a number ofhave not yet gone above three percent. And
the effortnowis goingto be to keep them from going abovethree percent. Andwe still have hope that a number of these ZIP codes can be— with
alot of testing, we're going to put testing resources in, we're going to urge everyone get tested that we can stop these ZIP codes from rising above
that level. The two we’re most concemed about right now are Brighton Beach, Manhattan Beach, Sheepshead Bay ,whichis ZIP code11235; and
Rego Park, which is ZIP code 11374. Those two now are five consecutive days abovethreepercent. So, we hope that pattern breaks literally
today. But if those two go past seven consecutive days, they would go into this higher-level list where we'd want to seegreater restrictions. But
let's hope and pray that is not the case. Go ahead, Jeff.

Question: Mr. Mayor, about the three percent threshold, I'mwondering if — you know, if you have this three percent threshold for closing
positive cases in the ZIP code and the threshold for reopening schools is under three percent positive in thesame ZIP code. Are you concerned at
all that there will be the sort of risk of back and forth opening and closing between business and schools. | wonder, youknow, howare you going
to balance that three percent standard that you'veset?

Mayor: Jeff, it'sa good question. | would say though that the history is that these patterns are pretty clear and they move pretty consistently over
substantial periods oftime, that if youcan tuma ZIP code, forexample, that's gone above three percent — if you canturnitin the rightdirection,
get it below three percent, typically, that will be a sustained reality. And that, again, isthe story of all of New York City. We were in a horrible
situation. We far away back together. Peoplereally adapted to the changes they needed to, to make it work, sustained it for months on end. Again,
three areas before we sawa problem, Sunset Park, Soundview in the Bronx, Southeast Queens — all three follow the same pattern, apply
additional testing, test and traceactivity, masks distribution, education, and it worked consistently and quickly. Andthey went back intoa
positive situation, meaning a good situation where the disease wentback down and stayed back down. So, what we've seenis generally pretty
consistentand helpful tendencies here. This one's been different, but | do believe if we sustain theeffortand geta lot of buy-in from people
across thespectrumin the community, keep getting people tested regularly, keep getting people to wear a face mask and practice thesocial
distancing. We can get these communities down below three percent and then keep them belowthree percent. We can then reopen schools and
keep them open.

And that is a good noteforus to close up on today. Everyone, look, what we're about now is actions that are needed right no wto stop this
problem beforeit gets worse, to protect the city froma larger second wave. If we act aggressively right now, we can doit. | have absolute faithin
what New Yorkers candooncethey have a clear direction — here itis. It's timeto take resoluteaction in these nine ZIP codes and protect the
whole rest of thecity and turnthisaround. It's something that will take weeks. It does not haveto take months. It does not have to take years. It
can take just weeks if we all work together. And we all realize thatlet's put aside whatever different views people have, we should have common
cause right now — get peopletested, get those masks on, work togetherto beat back this disease once and for all. So, this is what we need to do,
and I know New Yorkersare upto the task. Thank you, everyone.
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