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TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AT CELEBRATION OF JAY KRIEGEL

Mayor Bill de Blasio: Well everybody, I just want to – like everyone, I was just feeling that video and I’m wearing the button like so many you are. I love the scarf. I’m just so happy that the button captures that signature of this extraordinary, dynamic, colorful, warm man who is a friend to all of us. And Jay, you know, I just want to reflect on Jay as someone who got into public life for all the right reasons and never left. Who is part of that extraordinary group of idealists that came along with John Lindsay, I think we can all say it was not an easy time in New York City’s history, it was not an easy time to try and govern New York City, but the Lindsay administration none the less persevered through extraordinary challenges and helped to hold this city together, and produced an amazing generation of talent. Absolutely astounding, and a generation of talent that was marked by a profound devotion to the city, and a lifelong devotion, and Jay is one of the true Charter members. 

In years and years of knowing him, I think I could say – and I bet everyone in this room could say – his love for this city is so clear and his devotion, his caring for it, being a place that actually works – that works for everyone. And that was the impulse that energized so much of the Lindsay team and when you look at what Jay worked on, way, way, way ahead of the curve, working on trying to create a more fair society, working on trying to create a different relationship between our police and our communities, working with the Kerner Commission for a more just nation, someone who is devoted throughout to an idea of equality and fairness. And I just want to say, think about  - everyone in this room think about what Jay meant throughout these many, many years and what he means to all of us. 

One example of love of this place, what a New York City patriot, one example of someone who believed we could all work together to make things better, and someone who always gave warmth, and a smile, and a wisecrack, and an insight, and a word of wisdom, worldly wise, but still, always a true believer in New York. So Jay, we solute tonight, I understand he is watching from another location, and Jay, I just want you to know, you’ve got a lot of friends, you’ve got a lot of people who love you, you got a lot of people who honor you, and a lot of people who know the most essential truth. This is what I can say on behalf of 8.6 million people - and I always like to say I represent 8.6 million highly opinionated people – but this is something I think we can agree on. For half a century, Jay has been devoted to making this a better place and there is no question in my mind that New York City today is a much, much better place because Jay Kriegel was one of the people who was here to lead and guide and mentor and support and inspire every step along the way, decade after decade, we are better because of Jay Kriegel, period. 

[Applause] 

Now Jay understood the ways of politicians and I think you would all agree, no politician can ever appear at a public event without giving a proclamation. But I think Jay would like this proclamation. Come on up and could we have his son come up to accept it on his behalf? You just hold it with me. I think something else we can say is that no one likes it when a politician reads everything in a proclamation, so I’m only going to say that most of this here is worthy praise for Jay and all he has done for us, but the last line is the pertinent one and the one I hope brings a smile to his face, because he deserves it. And so, I, Bill de Blasio, Mayor of the City of New York do hereby proclaim, Monday, November 18, 2019 in the City of New York as Jay Kriegel Day. 

[Applause]  
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