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RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO ATTENDS AND DELIVERS REMARKS AT WINDOWS ON THE WORLD EVENT

Mayor Bill de Blasio: I have to say it is so moving to hear Mamdouh and Siby, and I’m sure Saru as well. They’re people who talk about a tragedy and then talk about how they turned their pain into something positive, into something good, into something that – as Siby said – ultimately will reach millions of people. It’s extraordinary.

Everyone standing around me – I want to thank you. I want to thank you for the example you’ve set for this city. One thing we’ve learned in these last 15 years is that when tragedy found us we had to figure out who we were. There was no warning. There was no preparation. There was no rule book. 

Everyone remembers that morning – beautiful September morning. I was at the memorial at Ground Zero today and felt a lot like that morning again – a morning when you felt happy to be alive until our lives were changed and thousands were lost in an instance. 

So, we didn’t have any warning. We didn’t know this would be a test for all of us but look at what’s happened here. Look at what ROC United has done. Look at how all these brothers and sisters gathered together from every nation of the world.

And isn’t it powerful to think that those who attacked us that day were certain it would divide us, it would diminish us, and we would cower. Instead, these good and brave people around me found the best in themselves and exhibited the best of humanity – not only decided to pick each other up, support the families, help those who no longer has a job but then decided to go so much farther and help so many others.  That’s what this story is about. 

It is not unnatural in a time of crisis and pain to retreat into yourself or to feel hopeless or to lower your sights but that’s not what happened here. ROC United is a particularly powerful example but I could say this about all of New York City – we got back on our feet, we found a way to reach each other and help each other, lift each other. 

15 years, today, and you know, there are families who have not known a single day since without a helping hand. I talk to families who have lost loved ones and they say that the pain doesn’t go away but they’re also quick to note how they’ve never had to wonder where help would come from since that day. There was always someone there to help them whether they were a family of a first responder of their brother and sister officers who’ve stayed with them ever since or whether it’s the members of ROC United who have been there for each other. No one is left behind.

So, 15 years makes us feel somber, makes us look back with sadness for those we lost but we were not defeated. We’ve never been defeated. 

And these workers took the best in them, and took the best American ideals of a pluralist and generous society, they took the best ideals of the [inaudible] movement, and they added that all together. They wrote their own playbook. They found their own path and decided they would not just be a phoenix rising from the ashes, that they would go even farther. They would change this city and this nation for the good of so many.

So, I just want to thank you. I want to thank every one of you. Thank you to all the people who support ROC United and support this great restaurant. Thank you to all the elected officials who believed in this cause and are there for it. 

But especially, thank you to the workers not just for what you did but because you’re an example. Working people anywhere can look at you and remember what the word solidarity means.

Thank you and God bless. 
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