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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 23, 2017
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO HOLDS MEDIA AVAILABILITY  
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: This is a very, very sad day for people here in Queens Village. I’ve talked to some of the folks on the block just now – incredibly difficult moment for people on this block to see a family literally destroyed before their very eyes. This is a very, very painful day.
 
And I’ll give you a couple of points about it and then Commissioner Nigro will speak as well. I’ll say upfront this is something that just happened in the last few hours, obviously. We don’t have all the answers that we want to have about what happened here. We do know five lives have been lost including some young children. And our hearts go out to this family, and I’m asking all New Yorkers to keep this family in your prayers. This is a devastation of a family we rarely see but it has happened in Queens Village today.
 
Before going on I want to thank those who represent this community for being here and [inaudible] solidarity with people of the neighborhood who are going through so much. I thank State Senator Leroy Comrie, Assemblyman Clyde Vanel, Assemblyman David Weprin, Assemblywoman Alicia Hyndman, and of course our Public Advocate, Tish James – I thank them all for being here to support the people of this community. 
 
So, what we do know is – five lives lost, three of them children. An extraordinarily large toll for any fire. A three-alarm fire that was brought under control just basically in the last hour. It was a fire that moved very, very quickly, and the loss was horrendous but thank God there were no serious injuries to the members of the FDNY.
 
And it bears saying, at this moment the FDNY is going through a lot this week having lost their brother, Firefighter William Tolley, just days ago. But still the good men and women of the FDNY are doing what they do best – saving lives, protecting people, protecting neighborhoods. They came out in full force even in their moment of pain.
 
This is the biggest loss of life in a fire in approximately two years – since the loss of the Sassoon family in Midwood, Brooklyn. That was seven children lost in that horrific fire. And there will be a full investigation by our fire marshals. There’s a lot we need to know about what happened here especially the fact that this happened in the middle of a afternoon on a day when the weather was good. How could something like this have happened? There are many questions and our fire marshals will get to work on that right away.
 
Now, I want our Commissioner, Dan Nigro, to give you more information. As I mentioned – he and I mentioned that Midwood [inaudible] Commissioner Nigr, Chief of Department Jim Leonard, and I stood in that house in Midwood and reflected on the horrible loss of life of that family.
 
And obviously, we’re feeling a sense of, we’re back again in one of those situations and how painful it is. But our job now is to get down to the bottom of it, and learn what we can learn, and do everything we can to make sure that no family ever suffers like this again.
 
Fire Commissioner Daniel A. Nigro: Thank you, Mayor. We know that when we lose one of our own the community mourns with us, and today the Fire Department mourns with this community at the loss of five people in this home.
 
At approximately 2:36 pm we received a call from a passing motorist who saw a fire on the first and second floor of this home, and saw someone come to the window at the second floor and tumble out from that window out onto that setback and onto the lawn.
 
Our members arrived in just over four minutes and were met by a house completely consumed with fire. They valiantly pushed in behind the hose lines. Unfortunately, they recovered all the people from there. None of the five people in the home survived. It’s a terrible, tragic loss.
 
Now, we are just beginning our investigation. Our fire marshals will determine where the fire started. They will determine how it started. They’ll work with police detectives and will come to a conclusion. But we’re far from that right now.
 
What we do know is that this is a terrible, sad time for this block, for this community, for our entire city when we see people lost in such a fashion. 
 
Mayor: Take some questions?
 
Commissioner Nigro: Sure.
 
Mayor: Go ahead. If you have any questions, we’ll do our best to – 
 
Commissioner Nigro: Questions.
 
Question: Do you know if this is all one family [inaudible] –
 
Commissioner Nigro: We don’t know. We believe the youngest was two the other ages are – we’re starting to make positive IDs. We think up to 21 and one unknown. But these are young people.
 
Question: [Inaudible]
 
Commissioner Nigro: No. The adjacent home to – just to the south of it was heavily damaged and no one was home at the time. 
 
Question: [Inaudible]
 
Commissioner Nigro: Well, there was the adult that came out the second floor window was home. I think he was 46-year-old. 
 
Question: [Inaudible]
 
He’s a survivor.
 
Question: He was the only survivor?
 
Commissioner Nigro: That’s correct.
 
Question: [Inaudible] tumbled out the window, you said?
 
Commissioner Nigro: He tumbled out of the front window. And there’s a setback there – the porch roof. And he came out that way. 
 
Question: What’s his condition [inaudible]?
 
Commissioner Nigro: He’s in satisfactory condition right now. 
 
Question: [Inaudible] whole thing started?
 
Commissioner Nigro: Not at this time. We believe – on the first floor is where the witness saw fire that called it in, saw fire on the first floor travelling up to the second floor.
Question: [Inaudible]
 
Commissioner Nigro: Not that we’re aware of.
 
Question: Any indication of how it started? Cooking?
 
Commissioner Nigro: None at all yet.
 
Question: [Inaudible] making rescues in the attic, I understand –
 
Commissioner Nigro: That’s correct. We had people in the attic which for our firefighters is a, I’d say, superhuman task in this conditions, to reach that attic and bring people out. They did bring a two-year-old and I believe someone else from that level where they were trapped.
 
Question: Can you talk about, sorry, [inaudible] –
 
Commissioner Nigro: So, far no serious injuries to the firefighters that I’m aware of. I shouldn’t say no serious injuries but no critical injuries, no.
 
Question: [Inaudible] wooden house [inaudible] –
 
Commissioner Nigro: These homes were built 97 years ago. They’re wooden-frame homes and they are – they burn rapidly. 
 
Question: [Inaudible]
 
Commissioner Nigro: We’ve heard that but we believe there’s a car that’s completely consumed in the driveway. Perhaps people heard tires pop but we have no knowledge that there was an explosion, no.
 
Question: [Inaudible]
 
Commissioner Nigro: It’s a one-family home.
 
Question: [Inaudible] flee the fire and get up to the attic?
 
Commissioner Nigro: That we don’t know and we may never know.
 
Question: [Inaudible] oxygen tanks inside [inaudible] –
 
Commissioner Nigro: Not that we’re aware of.
 
Question: [Inaudible] incredible task for your firefighters [inaudible] –
 
Commissioner Nigro: Well, most of our firefighter have families of their own so it’s always very difficult for them. It was difficult to do, and certainly will be difficult for them moving forward. It always is.
 
Question: [Inaudible]
 
Commissioner Nigro: Well, the firefighters called in an additional alarm before they even got here because the fire was visible from a distance to them. And when they pulled up in front they transmitted immediately a second alarm. It had already spread to the house next door.
 
Question: [Inaudible]
 
Commissioner Nigro: As far as we know, no neighbors got in. I don’t think they would have. If they would have tried they’d be additional victims.
 
Question: [Inaudible] –
 
Commissioner Nigro: Not that –
 
Question: [Inaudible]
 
Commissioner Nigro: We don’t know. I’m not sure about that but we didn’t get reports of that. 
 
Thank you.
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