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RECORD.

SaTurDAY, OCTOBER 7%, 1899,

Tecknical Description of New Street between Ogden and Woodycrest Avenues.

Beginning at a point in the eastern line of Ogden avenue, distant 336.66 feet northerly from
the intersection of the northern line of Jerome avenue and the eastern line of Ogden avenue.

1st. Thence northerly on the eastern line of Ogden avenue for 6o feet.

2d. Thence easterly deflecting go degrees to the right to the western line of Woodycrest
avenue for 218.64+ feet.

3d. Thence southerly along the western line of Woodycrest avenue for 60.47+ feet.

4th. Thence westerly for 211.14 feet to the point of beginning.

The following report from the Chief Topographical Engineer was read :
TOPOGRAPHICAL BUREAU, September 22, 1899.
Hon. JouN H. MOONEY, Secretary, Board of Public Improvements :

SiR—I have the honor to submit herewith, for the consideration of the Board of Public
Improvements and for the purpose of giving a public hearing prior to adoption, a map entitled :
«Map or Plan showing a general design for a system of avenue, streets, public parks and public
squares or places, of parkways and waterways, in that part of the Second Ward of the Borough
of Queens (forming part of the former Town of Newtowng, and bounded by the Borough of
Brooklyn, Cooper avenue, St.John’s Cemetery, Remsen’s lane, North Hempstead Plank road,
Flushing creek, Flushing bay and the East river.”

This section embraces a part of the former Town of Newtown and covers about 11,000 acres,
while the total area of Newtown is 13,760 acres. This district concentrates within its limits the
greatest variety of ideas how a piece of property can be laid out, and makes it therefore extremely
difficult to perfect a plan which at the same time will be tending to develop the district and be
acceptable to the individual property-holders. It was, therefore, the endeavor to retain as far as
possible the existing streets, and to connect the streets on the adjoining plan when permissible
without interfering with the general direction of the system. Where the systems were entirely at
variance, then the most important one was accepted and the less important one disregarded entirely.

The next aim was to make direct communication possible between the main settlements by
diagonal wide avenues and to connect the parks by parkways from Brooklyn, Long Island Cit
and Jamaica. The chief points of interest will be the Shore Park and Park Drive from Nort
Beach, where a park is proposed to Flushing along the shore of Flushing bay. This shore drive
is destined to rival Riverside drive in beauty and extended scenery. A beautiful view can be
bad up the Sound for miles, and the waters of Flushing bay will give opportunity for all kinds of
water sport. The City is to acquire all the land from the drive to the shore and no obstruction
to a full view will ever be possible.

The district embraced in this plan contains the following villages, settlements, elc. :

(ﬁst) Glendale, (2d) St. James Park, (3d) Ridgewood Heights, (4th) Evergreen, (5th) Wycoff
Heights (6th) Metropolitan, (7th) Fresh Pond, (8th) Lincoln Hill, (gth) Melvina, (1oth) Maspeth,
(irth) Berlinville, (12th) Laurel Hill, (13th) Woodside Heights, (14th) Woodside, (15th) Char-
lotteville, (16th) North Woodside, (17th) Hyatt Heights, (18th) Locust Grove, (19th) Windfield,
(20th) Mount Pleasant, (21st) Maspeth Heights, (22d) Middle Village, (23d) Newtown Heights,
(24th) Nassau Heights, (25th) Newtown, (26th) Elmhurst, (27th) Corona Park, (28th) Corona
Heights, (29th) Corona, (30th) Louona Park, (31st) North Beach, and the following cemeteries are
within its boundaries : (1st) Lutheran Cemetery, (2d) Mount Olivet Cemetery, (3d) Linden Hill
Cemetery, (4th) Ahawith Chesed Cemetery, (5th) Calvary Cemetery, (6th) New Calvary Ceme-
tery, (7th) Mount Zion Cemetery and (8th) St, Michael’s Cemetery.

The question how this section ot Newtown will develop ; which portions will be given to
business and which to residential purposes, will show itself in the same way asin all inland secticns
where towns begin to spring up. The water-courses and the railroads will attract business
interests, and the higher lying sections will be reserved for home sights, schools, etc. The
unfortunate fact of having eight cemeteries scattered over this part of Newtown, in the most
attractive sections, will probably prevent people of means from selecting this part of the borough
for the erection of costly buildings.

The main agitation in recent times was created by the proposition to construct a canal,
thereby connecting Newtown creek by way of Maspeth creek, Horse brook and Flushing creek
with Flushing bay. The tide elevations at the two end points observed at the same time differ by
two feet, and, since the water in Flushing bay at high tide is kept longer on the same elevation,
itis claimed that such canal would act as a purifier of Newtown creek, which is noted for its
extremely foul and unclean condition.

Observations made during the last few months seem to verify the assertion, and the question
arises whether such communication between the Ilushing bay and Newtown creek shall be
obtained by an open canal by an underground conduit.

Comparative designs were made ; one for an open canal of 200 feet in width with 100-foot
avenues running parallel thereto and 100 feet therefrom on both sides, and another design showing
basins on the Newtown creek siae up to the New Calvary Cemetery, and on the Flushing side as
far as Newtown, said basins to be counected by an underground conduit located underthe streets.

A thorough investigation was also made for the purpose of ascertaining whether a current
could be maintained through a conduit located under the streets.

A thorough investigation was also made for the purpose of ascertaining whether a current
could be maintained through a conduit to be constructed under said avenues, which would serve
as a sewer to drain the water-shed of that section of Newtown, and at the same time furnish a
supply of clean salt water from Flushing bay through Flushing creek, into Newtown creek, for
the purpose of improving its sanitary condition. The result was found satisfactory.

The open canal plan met with almost insurmountable difficulties on account of the railroad
intersections, the wanton destruction of the most valuable property in Newtown, and the necessity
of constructing and maintaining a number of drawbridges, and the difficulty of navigation on
account of the sharp curves between Fisk avenue and Covert avenue, a distance of nearly one and
one-half miles. I have come to the conclusion, therefore, that a plan showing a canal 200 ieet
wide from Newtown creek up the Maspeth creek to Covert avenue, and ove up the Flushin
creek and Horse brook to Newtown, is best adapted to the future necessity of the district, bot
canals to be connected by an underground conduit. This conduit will follow the main avenues
running at the lowest levcl and should be provided with gates in order to have the flow of water
under perfect control.

The length of the Maspeth creek basin is 5,400 feet.

The length of the Flushing creek basin and canal is 20,000 feet.

Relative to the rapid transit facilities, I can say that the Long Island Railroad traverses the
territory in every direction, and that the many wide avenues can accommodate all the electric
railroads wherever needed.

The submitted plan defines 115 miles of 100-foot streets and avenues, 231 miles of 60-foot
streets and avenues, eight and one-half miles of 150-foot parkways, 290 acres of parks, 217 acres
marginal park between the Boulevard and bulkhead lines, and six miles of canals and basins.

The water front facing on Flushing bay has a length of three miles.

Length of canal from Newtown creek to New Calvary Cemetery is 5,400 feet.

Length of canal trom Flushing bay to Newtown (Hoffman Boulevard) 20,coo feet.

Length of underground conduit between New Calvary Cemetery and Newtown 12,200 feet,
making a total of 37,600 feet between Flushing bay and Newtown creek, equal to 7.1 miles.

A detailed technical description of every avenue and street will not be necessary, since the
submitted plan is a design for a new layout of the district, and since an examination of the plan
itself gives a clearer representation than any written description can convey.

Respectfully,
LOUIS A. RISSE,
Chief Topographical Engineer and Engineer of Concourse.

The following resolution was thereupon unanimously adopted :

Whereas, In pursuance of section 433 of chapter 378, Laws of 1897, the President of this Board
has prepared and submitted to this Board, for ils concurrence and approval, a map or plan ¢ show-
ing a general design for a system of streets, avenues, public squares and places, parks, bridges, etc.,
in that part of the Second Ward (formerly Town of Newtown), in the Borough of Queens, lying
westerly of Cooper av_nue, St. John’s Cemetery, Remsen's lane and North Hempstead plank road,”
dated August 1, 1899.

Resolved, That this Board will consider the said map or plan submitted to this Board at a
meeting of this Board, to be held on Wednesday, October 18, 1899, at 2 o'clock P. M., at which
meeting a public hearing will be given to all persons aflected by said proposed general design of
locating and laying out said part of the Borough of Queens, in The City of New York, formerly
known as the Town of Newtown.

Resolved, That notice of such meeting to be held by this Board and of such public hearing
be published in the CiTy RECURD for ten days prior to the 18th day of October, 1899.

The following report from the Chief Topographical Engineer was read :
SEPTEMBER 25, 1899,
Mr. JouN H. MOONEY, Secretary, Board of Public Improvements :

Sir—1I have the honor to recommend and submit herewith, for the consideration of the Board
of Public Improvements, the following modifications of the map or plan of The City of New York,
as provided by section 436 of chapter 378 of the Laws of 1897 :

The establishing of a public park, elliptical in form, at the intersection of One Hundred and
Tenth street and Seventh avenue, as shown on the plans hereto annexed.

PuBLiIC PLACE AT INTERSECTION OF ONE HUNDRED AND TENTH STREET AND SEVENTH
AVENUE.

The establishing of a public place at the intersectivn of One Hundred and Tenth street and
Seventh avenue is advisable for the following reasons :

The present northern entrance to Central Park at this point is narrow and restricted, and will
be entirely inadequate in the future for driving _Ipurposes.

Seventh avenue, from One Hundred and Tenth street north, is practically a part of our park
system, being the connecting link between Central Park and the various parkways located in the
Borough of The Bronx, i. e., the small park at the southern terminus of Macomb’s Dam or Central
Bridge ; the Twenty-third Ward Park at the northerly end of Central Bridge, the lands for
which have been acquired by the City; the great viaduct from Central Bridge connecting
with the Grand Boulevard and Concourse at One Hundred and Sixty-first street, and thence
northerly to Mosholu parkway, with Van Cortlandt Park, Bronx and Pelham Parks, includin
the Botanical and Zoological Gardens, furnishing a continuous park driveway from Fifty-nint
street to the extreme northern boundary of the city.

In addition to being the connecting link between the various parts of our park system,
Seventh avenue, from One Hundred and Tenth street north, is the only driveway running north-
ward from the Central Park of the city, now unobstructed by street railways and devoted almost
exclusively to driving.

It presents from the northern end of Central Park an uninterrupted view two miles in extent,
one hundred and fifty feet in width and practically level.

{TERRACING THE NORTHERLY END OF CENTRAL PARK.

Should the proposed public place and the entrance to Central Park be thus enlarged, it
would be practicable for the Park Commissioners to terrace the northerly end of the park, which
is at present a rocky and wooded summit, abouty sixty feet in height, thus affording to park visitors
a superb view of the driveway to the north, and making this commanding site one of the most
beautiful spots in the park.

PERMANENT SITE fOR DEWEY ARCH OR MEMORIAL,

One of the most important uses to which the proposed public piace would be put would be
in providing a permanent location for the Dewey Arch, now in process of construction, com-
memorating the immortal achievements of the nation’s greatest naval commander, Admiral
Dewey.

The suggestion that the arch be allowed to remain permanently on its present temporary site
in Madison square cannot be seriously entertained by anyone who is familiar with the needs of
traffic in that seriously congested locality.

The place indicated, however, One Hundred and Tenth street and Seventh avenue, known
as “ Warriors’ Gate,’’ a very suggestive name, is perfectly adapted to this purpose.

In the heart of our park system, midway between lower Fifth avenue and the various parks
to the north, it is also but a short distance from Morningside Heights, a part of the city which is
already adorned with a number of our finest public or semi-public buildings, such as Columbia
College, Cathedral of St. John the Divine, St. Luke’s Hospital and Grant’s tomb, and which in
the near future will probably be devoted almost exclusively to buildings of a similar character.

SEVENTH AVENUE RENAMED DEWEY PARKWAY.

In this connection it would be entirely proper to change the name of Seventh avenue, from
One Hundred and Tenth street north, to Dewey parkway. An analogous case is to be found in
Lenox avenue, which is but a continuation of what is known as Sixth avenue to the south of
Central Park.

In my official capacity as Chief Topographical En%ineer of your Honorable Board, I have
given the matter of a permanent site for the Dewey arch careful and earnest consideration, and I
am convinced that it will be impossible to find any other location in The City of New York which,
at so slight a cost, offers equal advantages for such purpose to those presented by the place I
have suggested.

I recommend, therefore, that a public hearing be given in this matter and transmit herewith
a map or plan showing the proposed changes, with a technical description of the same.

Respectfully submitted,
LOUIS A. RISSE,
Chief Topographical Engineer and Engineer of Concourse.

The following resolution was thereupon unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That the Board of Public Improvements of The City of New York, in pursu-
ance of the provisions of section 436 of chapter 378, Laws of 1897, deeming it for the public
interest so to do, propose to alter the map or plan of The City of New York by laying out a
public place at the intersection of Seventh avenue and West One Hundred and Tenth street, in
the Twelfth Ward, Borough of Manhattan, City of New York, more particularly described as
follows :

PARCEL ‘A.”

Beginning at a point in the western house line of Seventh avenue, distant 110 feet 10 +
inches southerly from the intersection of the southern house-line of West One Hundredth and
Eleventh street and the westerly house-line of Seventh avenue.

1st. Thence southerly along the westerly house-line of Seventh avenue for 61 + feet to the
northerly house line of Cathedral Parkway.

2d. Thence westerly along the northern house-line of Cathedral Parkway for 85.0 + feet.

3d. Thence northeasterly along a curve whose radius is 108 + feet to the point of beginning.

PARCEL *¢B.”

Beginning at a point in the eastern house-line of, Seventh avenue, distant 110 feet 10 inches
=+ southerly from the intersection of the southern house-line of West One Hundredth and
Eleventh street and the eastern house-line of Seventh avenue.

1st. Thence southerly along the eastern line of Seventh avenue for 61 + feet to the northern
house-line of West One Hundred and Tenth street.

2d. Thence easterly along the northern house-line of West One Hundred and Tenth street
for 85 + feet.

gd. Thence northwesterly along a curve whose radius is 108 + feet to the point of beginning.

Resolved, That the President of this Board cause to be prepared for submission to this
Board three similar maps or plans, for certification and hling in the manner required by law,
showing as nearly as possible the nature and extent of the proposed laying out of the above-
named public place and the location of the immediate adjacent or intersecting open or estab-
lished public streets, avenues, roads, squares, or places, sufficient for the identification or
location thereof.

Resolved, That this Board consider the proposed laying out of the above-named public
place at a meeting of this Board, to be held in the office of this Board on the 18th day of
October, 1 , at two o’clock P. M.

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Board cause these resolutions, and a notice to all
persons affected thereby, that the proposed laying out of the above-named public place will
be considered at a meeting of this Board to be held at the aforesaid time and place, to be
published in the CiTy RECORD for ten days continuously, Sundays and legal holidays excepted,
prior to the 18th day of October, 1899. g

The following report from the Chief Topographical Engineer was read :
City oF NEwW YORK,
PRESIDENT OF BOARD OF PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS,
TOPOGRAPHICAL BUREAU,
ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SEVENTH STREET AND THIRD AVENUE,
September 21, 1899.

Mr. JouN H. MOONEY, Secretary, Board of Public Improvements :

Sir—In reply to the action taken by the Board of Public Improvements, referring for report
a communication of the Department of Parks of the boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens, requestin,
the permission to change the grade of Fort Hamilton avenue between Eightieth street an
Eighty-sixth street, in the Bomufh of Brooklyn, said Fort Hamilton avenue, being under the
jurisdiction of the Department of Parks, I report as follows : . i

That part of Fort Hamilton avenue affected by the change of grades lies in the Thirtieth
Ward, former Town of New Utrecht, Borough of Brooklyn, and has a southwesterly course.

The application for the chang;le of grades is made to legalize an error made by the Depart-
ment of Parks, the Department having regulated and macadamized Fort Hamilton avenue,
between Eightieth street and Eighty-sixth street to the grades as changed.

Eighty-third street is being cut through east of the avenue, and will probably also conform
to the present Fort Hamilton avenue. ) )

Eighty-fourth street is being regulated and graded, and a 20-foot strip macadamized by the
Borough Construction Company, under contract with the City, they being instructed to conform
to Fort Hamilton avenue as regulated, but retaining all other grades. sy .

Eighty-fifth street has been graded west of Fort Hamilton avenue, and is slightly higher than
the paving on the avenue, but can be made to conform to the proposed grades. No damage will
be done to any buildings. s

Eighty-sixth street has a double line of trolley car tracks, and is paved between and about
eighteen inches to either side of tracks by trap-block pavement. Considering the trees planted on
both sides of Eighty-sixth street, there is no doubt the change of grade will be beneficial.

On Fort Hamilton avenue, between the imits of the proposed change of grade, there are only
two houses. They are not built on the side lines and are about six feet above the grade ; it is
therefore apparent that, under the circumstances, no material change of conditions will be made.
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