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RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO HOLDS MEDIA AVAILABILITY

Mayor Bill de Blasio: …very powerful day and a very moving day in New York City. This is a day of peace and a day of reconciliation. For 25 years, New Yorkers have waited to see everyone come together in unity to support, and to celebrate the incredible heritage of Ireland, and everything that Irish-Americans have done for this city and this nation. Today, everyone is celebrating together. Today, the city is at peace, and the city is unified, and we all feel tremendous pride in all of the people who brought us together. And I had said the day we announced that all of these issues have been resolved after a quarter-century – I said his Holiness Pope Francis set a tone that really had an impact here in this city. And Cardinal Dolan played a crucial role, and the Irish Consul General Barbara Jones, and so many good people who wanted to find a way to bring everyone together. 

And so, after 25 years, there is peace, there is unity. And today, we’re going to celebrate the Irish in this country and all around the world. And I just want to wish everyone a very, very happy St. Patrick’s Day. 

Question: Some were saying with your boycott – that you are the reason that it’s an inclusive parade.

Mayor: I think there’s many people – I really do – many people, as I said. I think the religious leadership, the message of the Pope, the good work of Cardinal Dolan bringing people together. The Irish government played an absolutely essential role. I hope I contributed because this is right for the city – for everyone to come together. But I have such a feeling of peace today. I saw this whole crisis being 25 years ago, and I knew that one day we would all come together, and what a beautiful that [inaudible]. 

Question: Mayor, do you think discrimination has been abolished from this parade?

Mayor: I think today there’s a lot of unity and inclusion, and I think there’s a spirit of inclusion. I really commend the parade leadership. The new leadership has said how clearly they believe in inclusion. So, I looked forward to a day that we haven’t seen in 25 years, and I think the new leadership has done it right. 

Question: At 3:20 this afternoon, you’re going to be marching – no way you can move that up a little bit higher?

[Laughter]

Mayor: You know, it’s a big, long parade, and everyone really feels good, Dave, that everyone’s being included. And the timing is just the reality for such a long parade, but I look forward to marching now and marching later.

Unknown: One more question.

Question: [inaudible]

Mayor: Say that last part –

Question: [inaudible]

Mayor: I think it sends a moral signal more than a political signal. I think this says that New York City is whole again – that the people in New York City are unified and that we’re learning to overcome divisions. Look, I always say, this is a beacon – this city is a beacon around the world of what it looks like for everyone to come together. It’s not perfect, but we proved, once again, we could create a more perfect union, and this is a day to celebrate what’s good about New York City. 

Question: Tell us about shutting down the –

Mayor: The Campaign for One New York was created to address income inequality. The first big initiative it got involved in was pre-k, which was a success – got involved then in achieving our affordable housing plan. Although there’s still a few more days to go, we feel very, very good about that work, and we believe we’re on the verge of a great victory, and the work is done.

Unknown: Okay, thank you.
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