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 MAYOR ADAMS UNVEILS AMBITIOUS PLAN TO ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMMING IN UPCOMING MAYORAL BUDGET, OPENING
HISTORIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEW YORK CITY CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
THROUGH $755 MILLION “AFTER-SCHOOL FOR ALL” PROGRAMMING
On 20th Anniversary of After-School Systems’ Creation, NYC Makes Unprecedented $331 Million
New Investment to Bring After-School to Over 20,000 More K-5 Students by Fall of 2027
Investment Brings Annual Spending on After-School to $755 Million
Total 184,000 K-8 Students to Be Served Across All
Department of Youth and Community Development Programs
 First Increase to Afterschool Seats in Over 10 Years, Mayor Adams Commits to
Developing First-Ever Comprehensive Plan for Universal Afterschool
Builds on Adams Administration’s Commitment to Making New York City
Best Place to Raise a Family by Investing in Critical Programs Year-After-Year
 Part of Mayor Adams’ “Budget Week,” Unveiling “Best Budget Ever,” Which Invests in
Affordability, Public Safety, and Quality-of-Life Issues New Yorkers Care Most About
NEW YORK – New York City Mayor Eric Adams and New York City Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD) Commissioner Keith Howard today announced a historic and new $331 million commitment — phased in starting in the upcoming Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 Executive Budget and fully baselined by FY 2028 — to support Mayor Adams’ vision of “After-School for All” to all public students from kindergarten through eighth grade. For the first time ever, the city is beginning a comprehensive effort to strengthen and scale after-school programs with the goal of achieving universal access for all students and families across the five boroughs. The new funding will support the addition of 20,000 new seats over the next three school years, bringing the total number of public school students served by universal after-school programming to 184,000 with a total investment of $755 million annually.
“To make New York City the best place to raise a family, we need to make sure our young people and families have opportunities to thrive, and that is why we are launching a big, bold vision to achieve universal after-school for free for all students who want it,” said Mayor Adams. “We’re investing $331 million in additional funds as part of our total $755 million investment in ‘After-School for All.’ This massive infusion of funds will improve our current programs and bring new after-school programs to an additional 20,000 K-5 students, serving a total 184,000 K-8 students. That’s 184,000 students who will be able to participate in sports, robotics, the arts, field trips, and more — discovering their passions and building relationships with their classmates. We are also pursuing a community-driven effort that will stabilize our current after-school system, ensuring these providers are able to get a rate increase for the first time in 10 years so they can hire and train staff, while delivering quality programming to our youth. Our parents shouldn’t have to choose between picking up their child or working a job to put food on the table — and now they won’t have to. This is what it looks like to deliver on our mission of making New York City a safer, more affordable city that is the best place to raise a family.”
“Mayor Adams’ commitment to early childhood development is truly unprecedented,” said First Deputy Mayor Randy Mastro. “Now, he builds on that work with another signature achievement: a commitment to fund universal after-school programs for all public-school families who want it for their children. Just like universal pre-K, this initiative bookends early childhood education in the most positive way. It’s all about investing in our children’s futures — and today’s announcement will serve children for generations to come.”
“Today’s announcement on after-school is nothing short of a game-changer for New York City’s kids and families. Mayor Adams’ commitment to investing $331 million in new funding to expand and improve the Department of Youth and Community Development’s after-school system will transform child care in New York City forever, opening the door for thousands of families to take advantage of this valuable service,” said Deputy Mayor for Strategic Initiatives Ana J. Almanzar. “After-school programs support kids, families, and the larger community — they are a common-sense investment of public resources. The commitment to building a universal system in the years ahead will expand the landscape of youth programs and child care for communities across the city.”
“Growing up in the Bronx, I was greatly influenced by after-school programs,” said DYCD Commissioner Howard. “Juanita Howard, a single mother raising seven young children, worked as a registered nurse at the VA Hospital, and sent me and my siblings to after-school programs. She was so committed to it that I made sure my children attended, as well. I know firsthand the value of creating enriching and meaningful opportunities. Mayor Adams, who is making unprecedented commitments to our elementary school students, shares this sentiment. These investments help make our city more affordable and the best place to raise a family. I want to express my gratitude to our outstanding providers for their patience and partnership in creating the next generation of after-school programming. Together, we are closer than ever to fulfilling Mayor Adams’ vision for universal after-school.”
Mayor Adams’ After-School for All plan begins with an immediate $21 million investment allocated in the upcoming FY 2026 Executive Budget that will bring 5,000 additional K-5 seats online for the upcoming fall semester. That funding will grow to $102 million by the next fiscal year and $136 million, baselined annually, by FY 2028, as DYCD adds 10,000 more seats in the fall of 2026 and 5,000 seats in the fall of 2027, respectively, for a total of 20,000 new seats over the next three school years. The funding for these new seats will be baselined starting in FY 2028 and become a permanent part of the city’s after-school offering, growing the annual budget to a total of $755 million for DYCD after-school programming. Additionally, DYCD will work with the community to assess the ongoing need and add slots if necessary. The plan will also strengthen the current system by issuing the first Request for Proposal to providers in over a decade, in an effort to enhance and improve programs for New York City youth, as well as raise provider rates to stabilize the non-profit organizations leading these programs and better support the workforce who serve New York City’s children. This effort will be supported by a $195 million investment beginning in the FY 2027 Executive Budget, bringing the total new spending to approximately $331 million by FY 2028.
Across all DYCD programs, New York City currently serves approximately 164,000 K-8 students in after-school programs. Today’s investment by Mayor Adams will bring the total number of students served by the program to 184,000 by school year 2027-2028. Currently, only one in five elementary school students can participate in after-school programming, compared to two in five for middle school students; this plan will add $331 million in new funds to the $424 million already allocated to after-school programming in the budget to focus on bringing seats to elementary schools in communities where demand meets need. Additionally, the Adams administration will create a commission for universal after-school by engaging providers and community stakeholders to develop a system that is sustainable in the long term and ensures non-profit organizations are able to continue to hire and train staff and deliver quality programming.
Celebrating 20 years since its inception by former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, after-school programming is a proven and effective way to make New York City a more affordable city for families, invest in the health-and-well being of young people, and build safer communities. In 2022, New York City suffered a loss of $23 billion as working parents left the workforce to take care of their children.
In yet another example of Mayor Adams’ fiscal stewardship and commitment to making upstream investments that have generational effects, after-school is an effective way to yield long-term savings and improve outcomes. For example, one study in Oklahoma estimated that after-school and crime prevention programs yield an $8 - $12 savings for each $1 invested.
The investment adds to the Adams administration’s historic investments in young people, and supports both the Summer Youth Employment and Summer Rising programs to serve record numbers, and increases spending on young adult career success programming by 25 percent, as announced in “Pathways to an Inclusive Economy: An Action Plan for Young Adult Career Success,” a forward-thinking roadmap to build inclusive pathways for the city's young people to discover their passion, receive hands-on career experience, and, ultimately, enter the workforce. 
Over the last three years, the Adams administration has been focused on making New York City more affordable for families through popular and essential programs like early childhood education. Recently, Mayor Adams announced $167 million investment in long-term commitment to funding 3-K and special education pre-K annually. Under the Adams administration, a record 150,000 children are enrolled across the early childhood education system today, the out-of-pocket costs of child care subsidies have been reduced from $55 per week in 2022 to $5 per week today, and the Adams administration met its commitment to offer a seat to every child who applied for 3-K on time — the first time this has ever been done in the city’s history. Over the FY 2025 budget cycle, Mayor Adams protected more than $600 million in key, long-term education programs that had been previously funded with expiring stimulus dollars by making investments in Summer Rising, a citywide 3-K expansion, special education pre-K, community schools, social workers, and arts education. This investment included one-time funding of $92 million to support a citywide 3-K expansion. Additionally, the Adams administration invested $20 million to ensure that every student on a 3-K waitlist was offered a seat, and $55 million to provide more than 700 new seats for three- and four-year-olds with special needs. In his upcoming FY 2026 Executive Budget, Mayor Adams will baseline funding for these crucial programs for the first time ever in city history to support children and families and keep the promise that every child who wants an early childhood seat will have access to one, now and in the future.
Today's announcement further builds on the Adams administration's core educational accomplishments for New York City public school students, including implementing a major literacy initiative through “NYC Reads;” instituting nation-leading dyslexia supports; expanding Gifted and Talented Programs; increasing math test scores by 12 percent and English language arts test scores by 3 percent in 2023; building nine new schools for the 2024-2025 school year alone; helping students prepare for college and careers; cementing new labor contracts for teachers, principals, and staff; and, most recently, unveiling a signature math initiative, “NYC Solves,” as well as creating the Division of Inclusive and Accessible Learning to prioritize the city's most vulnerable students and families, including multi-language learners and students with disabilities.
Today’s announcement comes during Mayor Adams’ “Budget Week,” where the Adams administration is unveiling signature investments in the “Best Budget Ever,” which will make New York City safer, more affordable, and the best place to raise a family, while maintaining record-high reserves and ensuring a strong fiscal future for the City of New York.   
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