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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 12, 2016
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958

MAYOR DE BLASIO TO HOST GRACIE MANSION CELEBRATION IN HONOR OF THE FIRST ANNUAL “HARLEM/HAVANA MUSIC & CULTURAL FESTIVAL” 

Mayor de Blasio to formally adopt the joint U.S./Cuba Arts Initiative & International Cultural Exchange

NEW YORK––On Thursday, July 14, Mayor Bill de Blasio and First Lady Chirlane McCray will host a celebration in honor of the first-ever Harlem/Havana Music & Cultural Festival, an international visual and performing arts, fashion, education and culinary exchange celebrating the rich artistic connection between the iconic Harlem, New York and Havana, Cuba.  
 
The celebration will feature Havana/Harlem-themed cuisine and cocktails, as well as special performances by cast members of the Tony Award-winning Broadway musical The Color Purple saluting the influence of Harlem, and from the Broadway hit musical On Your Feet! celebrating the collaboration with Havana. Mayor de Blasio has committed to having the City of New York formally adopt the Harlem/Havana Music & Cultural Festival, and will serve as co-chair in partnership with Congressman Charles Rangel.
 
The Harlem/Havana Music & Cultural Festival – a culmination of over two years of efforts led by Congressman Rangel and The Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce – will first bring world-renowned Cuban musicians, visual artists, dancers, film, chefs and educators to the U.S. this summer as part of Harlem Week activities from August 15-21. In February 2017, an American delegation of artists and cultural leaders will travel to Havana and take part in a number of curated events.
 
	WHO:
	Mayor Bill de Blasio
First Lady Chirlane McCray
Charles Flateman, Vice Chair of NYC & Co.; SVP of The Shubert Organization
Lloyd Williams, President, The Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce
Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President
Dionne Warwick, Singer 
Earl “the Pearl” Monroe, NBA Hall of Famer
Cast members from the Broadway musical, The Color Purple 
Cast members from the Broadway musical, On Your Feet! 
Emilio Sosa, Fashion Designer 
Cheryl Wills, NY1 News Anchor 
Paul Shaffer, Musician, Former Musical Director for Late Night with David Letterman 
Lloyd Price, Singer/Rock & Roll Hall of Famer 

	

	WHEN:
	Thursday, July 14, 2016
5:30 PM – 7:30 PM 
Press check-in will take place promptly at 5:00 PM

	

	WHERE:
	Gracie Mansion 
East 88th Street at East End Avenue 
New York, NY 10128
	


 
###
[bookmark: _GoBack]
image1.png




