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BOARD OF ESTIMATE AND APPORTIONMENT—CITY OF NEW YORK, )
Mavor’s O¥FICE, C1ty HALL,
Fripay, October 31, 1879—11 o’clock A. M. ‘

The Board met in pursuance of an adjournment.

Present, all the members, viz. : Edward Cooper, the Mayor of the City of New York ; John
Kelly, the Comptroller of the City of New York ; Jordan L. Mott, the President of the Board of
Aldermen ; John Wheeler, the President of the Department of Taxes and Assessments.

The minutes of the meeting held October 30, 1879, were read and approved.

The Chairman moved the Board take up and consider the Provisional Estimate for the year
1880.

Which was agreed to.

The Chairman presented the following opinion, and preamble and resolution :

LAwW DEPARTMENT, {
OFrFICE OF THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION,
NEw York, October 31, 1879. §
Hon. JouN WHEELER, Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment

Sir—I am in receipt of your communication of the joth instant, inclosing a copy ot the follow-
ing resolution, adopted by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment of that day :

¢ Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corporation be requested to furnish this Board with his
opinion whether, under chapter 383, Laws of 1878, it is imperative on the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment, in the absence of a certificate from the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, to include
in the estimates for 1880 a sum not less than $1,000,000 nor more than $2,000,000, to meet the pay-
ment of bonds and stocks falling due in said year, in the event of the accumulations of the Sinking
Fund being in excess of the amount of bonds and stocks payable from taxation falling due ; and also
whether any action which the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund can take under said act, before the
making up of the estimates for 1880, would modify the duty of the Board of Estimate and Appor-
tionment in the premises.”

At the time when chapter 383 of the Laws of 1878 was submitted to the Legislature, and when
it became a law, I understood the scheme of the act to be that at least $1,000,000 should be raised by
taxation every year, and paid into the Sinking und, so that moneys might be accumulated, which,
with the revenues of the Sinking Fund, would be sufficient to pay off all stocks and bonds of the city,
as they should from time to time become due. Looking, however, solely at the language of the act,
I am unable to discover anything in it which makes it imperative on the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment to include in its estimate for any year the sum of one million of dollars, or any other
sum, in the absence of a certificate from the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, provided for in sec-
tion 7 of said act. And if, as I understand to be the case, the accumulations of the Sinking Fund
during the year 1880 will be sufficient to pay off all bonds and stocks of the city falling due during
that year, I do not think that any action which the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund can take under
said act, before the making up of the estimates for 1880, would modify the duty of the Board of
Estimate and Apportionment in the premises.

I have no doubt, however, that the Board of Estimate and Apportionment has lawful authority
in its discretion to include in the estimate for 1880 a sum of not less than one million of dollars, to be
raised by taxation during that year, and paid into the Sinking Fund.

I am, sir, yours respectfully,
WM. C. WHITNEY, Counsel to the Corporation.

Whereas, The Comptroller has reported to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund that the
amount of the Sinking Fund for the redempuon of the city debt is in excess of the amount of bonds
and stocks for which that fund is primarily pledged, and that the total amount of bonds and stocks
falling due in the year 1880 is—

Bonds payable from the Sinking Fund. ....cocoveissroiviireencciiiieicinaioes $2,147,000 00
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—and that the revenues of said Sinkiug Fund for the calendar year 1880 may properly be estimated
at $4,150,000 ; therefore

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund do certify to the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment that the amount of bonds and stocks to be paid during the year 1880 will be $203,-
26%.49 more than the estimated receipts of the Sinking Fund for the redemption of the city debt
during that year, but that the amount so to be paid is less than the difference between the total
amount of said Sinking Fund and the amount of bonds and stocks for which said Sinking Fund was
pledged before the passage of chapter 383 of the Laws of 1878.

Which were received and ordered to be printed in the minutes.

The Chairman moved that the estimate be taken up item by item.

Which was agreed to. )

The various items were unanimously agreed upon except as follows, viz.: w

The Chairman moved that the sum of $15,000 be allowed for ¢¢Salaries —Clerks and Officers
Board of Aldermen.” )

The President of the Board of Aldermen moved to amend by substituting the sum of $16,200.

The amendment was agreed to. - .

The original proposition, as amended, was agreed to by the following, vote, viz.: :

Affirmative—The Comptroller, the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the President of
the Department of Taxes and Assessments—3.

Negative —The Mayor—1.

The Chairman moved that the sum of $162,000 be allowed for ¢ Salaries
Finance.”

Which was lost by the following vote, viz. :

Affirmative—The Mayor and the President of the Board of Aldermen—2.

Negative —The Comptroller and the President of the Department of Taxes and Assessments— 2.

The Chairman moved that the sum of $225,000 be allowed for the ¢¢Expenses of Conducting
the Finance Department.”

Which was lost by the following vote, viz. :

Affirmative—The Mayor—1. .

Negative —The Comptroller, the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the President of the
Department of Taxes and Assessments—3. :

The Chairman then moved that the sum of $235,000 be allowed for the said purpose.

Which was lost by the following vote, viz. : ;

Affirmative—The Mayor—1. -

Negative—The Comptroller, the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the President of the
Department of Taxes and Assessments—3. .

The question was then taken on allowing the sum of $252,500 for the said purpose, the same
as last year.

Which was agreed to by the following vote, viz. : .

Affirmative—The Comptroller, the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the President of the
Department of Taxes and Assessments—3. :

Department of

I'he question was taken on allowing the sum of $6,000 for ¢ Salary—Corporation Attorney.”’

Which was agreed to by the following vote, viz. :

Affirmative—The Comptroller, the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the President of
the Department of Taxes and Assessments—3.

Negative—The Mayor—1.

The Chairman moved that the sum of $60,000 be allowed for ¢ Expense of Laying Four-foot
Pipes—Department of Public Works.”’

Which was lost by the followin g vote, viz. :

Affirmative—The Mayor and the President of the Board of Aldermen—2.

Negative—The Comptroller and the President of the Department of Taxes and Assessments—2,

The item was then laid over, and upon being taken up, was unanimously agreed to.

The Chairman moved that the sum of $46,000 be allowed for ¢ Boulevards, Roads and Avenues,
Maintenance of.”

The Comptroller moved to amend by substituting the sum of $40,000.

The amendment was lost by the following vote, viz.:

Affirmative—The Mayor and the President of the Board of Aldermen—2.

Negative—The Comptroller and the President of the Department of Taxes and Assessments—z2.

The 1tem was then laid over, and upon being taken up the question was taken upon the original
proposition.

Which was unanimously agreed to.

The Chairman moved that the sum of $2,000 be allowed for ¢ Flagging Sidewalks and Fencing
Vacant Lots in front of City Property.”

The Comptroller moved to amend by substituting the sum of $1,500.

The amendment was agreed to.

The onginal proposition as amended was agreed to by the following vote, viz.:

Affirmative—The Comptroller, the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the President of
the Department of Taxes and Assessments—3.

Negative--The Mayor—I.

The Chairman moved that the sum of $510,000 be allowed for ¢ Lamps and Gas.”

The Comptroller moved to amend by substituting the sum of $500,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The original proposition, as amended, was agreed to by the following vote, viz.:

Affirmative—The Comptroller, the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the President of the
Department of Taxes and Assessments—3.

Negative—The Mayor—1.

The Chairman moved that the sum of $5,000 be allowed for ¢ Public Drinking Hydrants.”’

The Comptroller moved to amend by substituting the sum of $4,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The origmal proposition, as amended, was agreed to by the following vote, viz.:

Affirmative—The Comptroller, the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the President of
the Department of Taxes and Assessments—3.

Negative—The Mayor—1.

The Chairman moved that the sum of $6,000 be allowed for ¢ Removing Obstructions in Streets
and Avenues,”

The President of the Board of Aldermen moved to amend by substituting the sum of 44,000,

The amendment was agreed to.

The original proposition, as amended, was agreed to by the following vote, viz.:

Affirmative —The Comptroller, the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the President of
the Department of Taxes and Assessments—3.

Negative—The Mayor—1.

The President of the Board of Aidermen moved that the sum of $120,000 be allowed for ‘¢ Re-
pairs and Renewal of Pipes, Stop-cocks, etc.”

The Comptroller moved to amend by substituting the sum of $100,000.

The amendment was lost.

The item was then laid over, and, upon being taken up, the Comptroller moved that the sum of
$100,000 be allowed for the purpose.

Which was agreed to by the following vote, viz. :

Affirmative—The Comptroller, the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the President of
the Department of Taxes and Assessments—3.

Negative --The Mayor—TI.

The Comptroller moved that the sum of $300,000 be allowed for ¢ Repaving, under chapter
476, Laws of 1875.”

The President of the Board of Aldermen moved to amend by substituting the sum of $400,000.

The amendment was lost, :

‘The question was then taken on the original proposition, which was decided in the negative by
the followimng vote, viz. :

Affirmative—The Comptroller and the President of the Department of Taxes and Assess.
ments—2.

Negative—The Mayor and the President of the Board of Aldermen—a2.

The item was then laid over, and, upon being taken up, the Comptroller renewed his motion,
that the sum of $300,000 be allowed for the purpose.

The President of the Board of Aldermen moved to amend by substituting the sum of $400,000.

The amendment was lost by the following vote, viz. :

Affirmative—The Mayor and the President of the Board of Aldermen—a2.

Negative—The Comptroller and the President of the Department of Taxes and Assessments—2.

The Comptroller then moved that the sum of $306,000 be allowed for the purpose.

Which was decided in the affirmative by the following vote, viz. :

Aftirmative—The Comptroller, the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the President of
the Department of Taxes and Assessments—3.
Negative—The Mayor—1.

The Comptroller moved that the sum of $20,000 be allowed for ‘¢ Roads and Avenues—Mainte-
nance of and Sprinkling.”’
Which was lost by the following vote, viz. :
Affirmative—The Comptroller and the President of the Department of Taxes and Assessments
Negative—The Mayor and the President of the Board of Aldermen—a2.
The President of the Board of Aldermen then moved that the sum of $22,000 be allowed for the
OUurpose.
i Which was agreed to by the following vote, viz. :
Affirmative —The Comptroller, the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the President of the
Department of Taxes and Assessments—3,
Negative—The Mayor—r1.

The Comptroller moved that the sum of $60,000 be allowed for ¢ Sewers—Repairing and
Cleaning.””
Which was lost by the following vote, viz. :
Affirmative—The Comptroller and the President of the Department of Taxes and Assessments
——D
Negative—The Mayor and the President of the Board of Aldermen—2.
The President of the Board of Aldermen moved that the sum of $65,000 be allowed for the
urpose.
o Which was decided in the affirmative by the following vote, viz. :
Affirmative—The Comptioller, the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the President of
the Department of Taxes and Assessments—3.
Negative—The Mayor-—1.

The President of the Board of Aldermen moved that the sum of $2,000 be allowed for ¢¢ Street
Improvements—For Surveying, Monumenting and Renumbering Streets.’’

Which was agreed to by the following vote, viz. :

Affirmative—The Comptroller, the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the President of the
Department of Taxes and Assessments—3.

Negative—The Mayor—1.

The Chairman moved that the sum of $200,000 be allowed for ‘¢ Labor, Maintenance and Sup-
plies—Department of Public Parks.”’

Which was agreed to by the following vote, viz. :

Affirmative -—The Mayor, the Comptroller, and the President of the Board of Aldermen—3.

Negative—The Mayor—I.

Negative—The President of the Department of Taxes and Assessments—I.
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