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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 13, 2019
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO APPEARS LIVE ON FOX 5’S GOOD DAY NEW YORK
 
Lori Stokes: Isn’t this beautiful?
 
Rosanna Scotto: Ah.
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: Beautiful sunrise.
 
Scotto: And do you notice like it’s staying lighter at the end of the day? There was something like – I’m so happy yesterday—
 
Mayor: I’ve got a prediction.
 
Scotto: What’s that?
 
Mayor: Spring is on the way.
 
[Laughter]
 
Stokes: You think?
 
Scotto: How many more days until spring?
 
Stokes: Is it nine days?
 
Mayor: It’s soon, it’s very soon.
 
Stokes: Very soon.
 
Scotto: Alright you hear that voice.
 
Stokes: New York State of Mind.
 
Mayor: That’s right. It’s beautiful. Everyone’s very mellow watching this—
 
Stokes: Do you sing Mayor?
 
Mayor: Do I sing?
 
Stokes: Yeah.
 
Mayor: I try not to. I don’t want to do that to you.
 
[Laughter]
 
Scotto: The Inner Circle. You never know what happens at the Inner Circle with the Mayor.
 
Stokes: That’s true.
 
Scotto: Anyway, we got a lot to talk about the Mayor.
 
Stokes: That’s right. It is 7:21 am, and we have Mayor de Blasio with us. From funding MTA to repairs, to NYCHA, schools, New York City has a lot of programs in need of funding.
 
Mayor: Yeah.
 
Stokes: And a new report says that the city finances are overextended, especially if there is a recession. 
 
Scotto: So how is the City planning to finance these big projects? Joining us right now, Mayor Bill de Blasio—
 
Mayor: Good morning.
 
Scotto: Nice to have you here. Can we talk about mayoral control?
 
Mayor: Sure we can.
 
Scotto: Because the hearing is coming up—
 
Mayor: Yup.
 
Scotto: —and obviously you want to retain control of the schools here in New York City. But the discipline system – even Michael Mulgrew, the president of the teachers union is saying it’s broken, the discipline system is broken in the schools and do you feel like that could be a problem when talking about mayoral control. 
 
Mayor: Okay, so let’s first talk about mayoral control then I’ll answer that. Mayoral control has worked. I’ve always said publically, I give Mayor Bloomberg a lot of credit for getting that passed the Legislature. We’ve had it too so it’s been a little more than 15 years. Listen to this, before mayoral control, graduation rate never really broke 50 percent – it’s now 76 percent and climbing. We’re well on our way to meeting the national average and surpassing it for graduation because mayoral control has allowed for big changes, and look at what we’ve done just in the last five years. Pre-K for All, every kid for free – we’re going to that for three-year-olds. Advanced Placement courses in every high school – these are the kinds of things you can do and do quickly because there’s power and there’s accountability to get things done.
 
Scotto: But the discipline is a problem?
 
Mayor: Look, yes, there’s a challenge always to improve discipline and we want to do that. I’ve spoken to Michael Mulgrew – we want to make sure our teachers are safe and the classrooms are orderly. I was a public school parent, my kids both went through New York City public schools. I would only want that for every teacher and every kid. But at the same time, what we’ve tried to do is get away from a past where there were way too many suspensions, bluntly, often discriminatory suspensions, kids who didn’t have a special-ed problem being sent into special-ed – there was a lot of things that had to be fixed. We’ve got to strike a balance.
 
Stokes: We had the Schools Chancellor on the other day. We’re still talking about issues when it comes to segregated schools in this system—
 
Mayor: Absolutely.
 
Stokes: —I mean that’s a major problem. I know the City Council is asking Cuomo for more money, you have also asked him for more money for funding to help with the school size, to get kids so they’re ready and prepared to go on to college, but we’re not seeing those signs quite yet, there’s still 70 percent of the public school students still in the poverty line, it’s—
 
Mayor: Well let’s separate that though. The number of kids – look, we have an economic issue we have to face as a city and as a nation, really, of why there’s such extraordinary income inequality, and there’s a lot things we need to do about that. We’ve tried. We’ve been giving people – obviously in this state we fought for a $15 minimum wage, things like paid sick leave benefits, giving families, working families some things for free that they used to have to pay for, like Pre-K, like afterschool for middle-school kids – this is a way you create a little more quality and fairness. But if you’re talking about those underlying economic realities, we’ve got do a lot more, and I’ve been very clear – we’ve got to tax the wealthy at a much higher level, that money is part of what would allow us to create, I think, a more fair society where people have more opportunity. In the meantime, we are making progress in diversifying our classrooms and giving kids the chance to learn together, but the real issue, I believe, whatever classroom you’re in, is a quality teacher, who is getting a lot of support, a lot of training and opportunity to keep improving their craft, and a school community that’s supporting kids, there’s a lot of ways we can do that. What we found was, in the past, too often times if  a kid was having a problem – straight to suspension, as opposed to how do we get them the mental health support or the other support they need.
 
Stokes: Treating the issue.
 
Scotto: But, you know, Michael Mulgrew is saying the system is broken, teachers are talking about that they don’t feel safe in their classroom. Are you concerned that Michael Mulgrew could betray you?
 
Mayor: I’ve spoken – no, no, no, Rosanna, I work with Michael constantly – we spoke about this literally in the last few days.
 
Scotto: So you think he’s on the same page as you are?
 
Mayor: We both believe there’s more changes needed – I won’t speak for him but I can summarize and say we’re working cooperatively. Look, unlike my predecessor, we have struck a very cooperative note with our teachers. A lot of respect for our teachers, we work with the teachers union, that’s why we’ve come to contracts that include a lot of good reforms that were needed – more professional development for teachers, allowing us to get teachers to schools that didn’t have the right teachers for the right subjects—
 
Stokes: You were just talking in South Carolina, right, to the teachers there? 
 
Mayor: Yeah, absolutely. I talked to the teachers in South Carolina who would love to see these kinds of reforms that we have here and this respect for the teaching profession that we have here. So, look, it’s a valid concern to say how do we strike the balance? We have to have orderly classrooms – of course our teachers have to be safe. We have to get away from the some of the mistakes of the past, and I believe that Michael would say the same thing. We’ve got to strike a balance.
 
Scotto: Alright, don’t go anywhere because we still have more to talk about—
 
Mayor: What, I’m going somewhere?
 
[Laughter]
 
Scotto: We have bills to pay for—
 
Mayor: I wasn’t planning on leaving.
 
Scotto: We’re going to take a quick break.
 
Stokes: We’ll be right back with much more.
 
[…]
 
Scotto: Now if we could just get the Mayor to sing.
 
Mayor: Yeah, don’t hold your breath. 
 
[…] 
 
Stokes: Alright, Sam. Thanks so much. Talking with Mayor de Blasio, we were talking about mayoral control for our city schools. Wrap that up for us please. 
 
Mayor: Sure, this is crucial and we need the State Legislature to vote. It looks like there’s a good chance that they will vote by April 1st  but here’s what it comes down to, you talk to labor leaders, business leaders, clergy leaders, all over the city, they understand our school system needs to move forward, it didn’t before mayoral control of education. It’s finally making real progress now. If it doesn’t get reauthorized by the State Legislature, we can’t keep improving our schools, so people care about schools, let your legislature know that we got to get mayoral control extended. 
 
Scotto: A lot of people are concerned about how much you’re spending. They’re saying that if this city goes into a recession, which it may be headed to, we’re not prepared for it – 
 
Mayor: That’s not true. That’s not true. 
 
Scotto: They say that we spend too much, we tax too much. This place is becoming unlivable and unworkable. 
 
Mayor: You know, we just had the first bond rating agency in a decade say this city’s finances are so strong they upgraded our bonds. They looked at what’s happening with our economy, they looked at the city government that has the reserves – I’m proud to say this – we have the biggest reserves we have ever had in the history of New York City. City Council has been great. They’ve been very committed to that too. So actually our finances are extraordinarily stable, don’t believe me? Believe the rating agencies. 
 
Stokes: So where is this coming from then? 
 
Mayor: It’s coming from the legitimate fear that there could be a recession. I think a lot of economists are saying that this could be this year or next year – it’s a real thing. But my point is that we’ve set aside the reserves to be ready. In the meantime, we’re investing in things that actually make the city stronger. I’ll give you a great example, we invested in 2,000 more police officers on patrol. It’s been a fantastic investment. Crime keeps going down, relationship between police and community has improved. We invest pre-K, it meant we had to hire more teachers. I wouldn’t take that back for anything. It is making us a stronger city. It’s making a city that’s all these things – 
 
Scotto: Some crimes are going down. 
 
Mayor: No, no, wait, wait, wait. Overall crime, hold on – 
 
Scotto: Not over – murders, rapes – 
 
Mayor: Facts, facts, facts. Hold on. Overall crime went down at the end of February. It was down 11 percent compared to the same time last year. We have a problem, we did see an uptick in murder, we take that seriously, but now it’s starting to decline again. We definitely see more rapes but that is reporting – we really believe it and the advocates believe it too – it’s a lot of women coming forward who bluntly were not reporting before, didn’t feel they could, they’re now getting a strong message from the whole society, from me, from the NYPD, don’t hold back. Report what happened to you so we can get the perpetrator. We really believe that’s what’s happening there. But five years straight, big trends, crime continues to go down. 
 
Scotto: Alright, let’s talk a little bit about congestion pricing and funding the MTA because a lot of the taxi cab drivers are saying they already see a hit in their business with the congestion pricing. 
 
Mayor: Yeah, but not – let’s be clear, there is no additional surcharge or anything for the taxi drivers in this new plan. So the Governor and I put together a plan, now this is a plan that I fundamentally believe that can turn around the MTA, start to really fix our subways, but it has to be voted on by April 1st, so all New Yorkers should feel a sense of urgency on this one. We’ve got to get it done this year. Next year is an election year. I think we all know about election years, things don’t happen – 
 
Scotto: Oh we all know about election years – 
 
Mayor: We all know about election years –
 
Scotto: Yes, that’s another story –
 
Mayor: Things that need to happen don’t always happen in election year – 
 
Stokes: Right - 
 
Mayor: This year, the Governor and I teamed up. There’s a little bit of news for you – 
 
Scotto: Oh yeah. The romance is alive. Okay. 
 
Mayor: We said congestion pricing, internet sales tax, some of the marijuana tax money, now the Governor suggested this “Pied-à-terre Tax” which I think is a fine idea too. But it will have a funding package that will put together tens of billions of dollars to fix the subways once and for all. This is – the subway system is over 100 years old. Some of the equipment goes back so many decades you can hardly count. It’s not working and therefore the whole city and the city’s economy and the region’s economy can’t work. This is a chance to fix it and to fix how the MTA operates and I believe, put the Governor in charge, I’m in charge of schools, I’m in charge of police, put him in charge of subways, he agrees, so we have someone accountable once and for all who can make these changes. 
 
Scotto: You know the problem is that we have the highest, they – just a survey came out last week – the highest city and state taxes in the country. It’s almost becoming unlivable here – 
 
Mayor: No, wait, wait, wait – 
 
Scotto: Yes. Between the congestion pricing, between the pied-à-terre taxing, and between you saying, hey money is in the wrong hands – 
 
Mayor: Yes. 
 
Scotto: What message is that sending to people who want to come here and open up businesses in New York City? 
 
Mayor: First of all, they’re coming here non-stop – 
 
Scotto: Amazon is not. 
 
Mayor: Oh come on. Amazon made its decision for reasons none of us understand, I talked to business leaders, they’re perplexed also. Let’s talk about the big picture, 4.5 million jobs in the city, the most we’ve ever had, thriving economy, people are moving in – Rosanna – our problem is too many people are moving in, one could argue. This is a city that is growing constantly, the economy is growing. Yeah, people pay a certain level of taxes here, and what do they get back? The best police department in the world, the best fire department in the world – all sorts of investments that are making life better. I talked to business leaders – they want to see stronger schools – 
 
Stokes: And since you talked about Amazon and opened up the window –
 
Mayor: I didn’t talk about that, she talked about that –
 
[Laughter]
 
Stokes: I don’t remember that part. I remember you talking about it – 
 
Mayor: I’m like wait – 
 
[Laughter]
 
Scotto: It wasn’t supposed to come up [inaudible] –
 
Mayor: That was very clever.
 
Stokes: Right, I’m not here for nothing. So, alright, does – is it a deterrent now for other businesses coming here? 
 
Mayor: No, I fundamentally believe no.
 
Stokes: And why don’t you – do you feel you handled the situation in –
 
Mayor: Look, we would all love to back and try and figure out what could have been different but here’s the fundamental problem. I supported it fully. I believed it was a fair deal. The Governor did too. The majority of New Yorkers – clear majority in every poll showed they did. I knew they would and they did. Amazon took their ball and went home. Now, if it was any of us, and we were having a concern or problem we would call a meeting, sit down, say hey, wait a minute there’s some problems here, how do we work them out? We could have worked those out easily. 
 
They decided for whatever strange reason to just walk away and they confirmed everyone’s worst fears about them as they did it. Now, the rest of the business community actually communicates with the government, works with us, tries to get something resolved and that’s why you see jobs are growing, more and more businesses coming here, more and more businesses opening up here. We don’t have an overall problem.
 
Amazon – let’s face it, there’s no other Amazon in terms of how they think about the world. The rest of the business community continues to invest here.
 
Scotto: Alright, just one more thing on congestion pricing – is everybody going to pay the price for congestion pricing?
 
Mayor: So, I believe that congestion pricing should have a hardship provision for certain folks. For example, I have said if you’re someone who is lower income and you have to go to the hospitals in Manhattan on a regular basis, I think there should be some kind of – 
 
Scotto: How do you police that? How do you figure that out?
 
Mayor: I think that’s something we have to work through to see if it’s possible. But what really matters with congestion pricing is there needs to be a lockbox to make sure that the money stays where it’s supposed to be fixing the subways, fixing the buses, getting the city to move again. And we have to make sure that a lot of that money goes to transit deserts in Brooklyn, in Queens, in places that really don’t have enough mass transit so people get something back from that investment. But here’s why I think in the end – 
 
Scotto: But what about City and State workers? Do they get exempt from congestion pricing?
 
Mayor: Again, first responders absolutely should if it’s related to their work but these are the kinds of things the Legislature needs to work out. But here’s what we have to get to grips with, we need a large funding source to fix the MTA. That’s – if the MTA is not working, if the subways aren’t working, the city is not working and the region is not working. This is a way to get it done. And we need to do it now. You talk to – I’ve been on the subways talking to straphangers. Every single person has their horror story of delays and it’s not just, you know, a delay that’s inconvenient. They miss work, they don’t get in time to pick up their kid – you know, these are real things. But we have a chance to fix it once and for all. But it has to get done by April 1st. So we need the urgency. People need to let their legislators know they really want the subways fixed. And the plan the Governor and I put forward is the best way to get it done. 
 
Stokes: Okay, let’s talk about urgency and 2020. Where are you travelling this weekend?
 
Mayor: We are going to New Hampshire this weekend.
 
Stokes: Why?
 
Mayor: Because I want to go and talk about the things that we are doing in this city that are making a huge difference in people’s lives. So, I talked about earlier, Pre-K for All, Paid Sick Leave. We’ve announced we’re guaranteeing health care for everyone who doesn’t have insurance. We’re guaranteeing, and through legislation, that people who work should get two weeks of paid vacation like the rest of the world. These are really important issues. They need to be talked about all over this country. 
 
Stokes: But we know typically Iowa, New Hampshire – when you travel there typically you are setting yourself up for a possible run for president.
 
Mayor: Look, I have said very openly I haven’t ruled out a run but I’ve also said I’m going to talk about these issues all over the country and these are the places where the discussion is happening – 
 
Stokes: Do you pay attention to the polls? Did you see the poll that was in Des Moines?
 
Mayor: I – first of all, I never paid attention to polls or I wouldn’t be sitting here. When I first ran for Mayor, I was lucky if I was in fifth most of the time. It’s not where you start it’s where you end.
 
Scotto: And also, you know, being Mayor is a full-time job. If you decide to run for President, will you resign? I mean, who’s going to watch the store?
 
Mayor: No, I believe that what I have to do in making a final decision – first and foremost it’s about family. So, family has to decide together – 
 
Scotto: Chirlane seems like she’s on board –
 
Mayor: I feel [inaudible] – 
 
Scotto: Although she fluctuated a little bit.
 
Stokes: We did ask – she said it’s not your time but then she said she’d never said it wasn’t your time. Is it your time?
 
Mayor: Listen, let’s make it simple. She was saying something, I think, more universal. It’s never an easy time to undertake something of this magnitude for anybody who might do it. But whatever decision we make, we’re going to make it together. Chirlane and I do everything together. We’re a partnership. We’re a team. We love each other and we want to do whatever we do together. This has been our whole life. But on the question of serving this city – this is what I came here to do. And whatever I do, I’m going to do it with full consideration of what has to get done in this city, what I believe my sense of the mandate I have to get things done.
 
But listen there are a lot of people out there over the years who have to make a decision on whether to run for another office. It’s not the first time this has happened. You have to believe that you can make sure the things that need to be done are going to happen –
 
Stokes: But they can still point out some things that are not being done here in the city – 
 
Mayor: You know, Lori, that’s fair but I just want to say – look, we’re a city, again – we have the most jobs we’ve ever had, we have the highest graduation rate we ever had, crime has consistently gone done, safest big city in America. A lot of things are working. 
 
These things need to continue. I’m fully committed. We’ve focused every single hour to make them continue. But I have to look at this other reality because I think a lot of the things that need to change for New York City aren’t decided here. They’re decided in Washington. And right now, there’s no infrastructure plan so we can’t fix a lot of New York City, there’s all sorts of things. Chirlane’s working on mental health. There’s no mental health funding from Washington to help millions of people in New York who need help –
 
Stokes: Speaking of the mental health – a lot of people were concerned about how much money the City has spent on mental health and so far no accountability –
 
Mayor: That’s not true. Rosanna, there’s accountability – come on.
 
Stokes: But you go on the subway you see the homeless. There’s – an eight-year-old autistic – 
 
Mayor: Wait, wait, wait, how much do I love you but don’t say something that’s not true. There’s 400 metrics for the Thrive initiative – 
 
Stokes: Well, the City Council is going to look into that – 
 
Mayor: But that’s not the same as no accountability. There is accountability. There are metrics. We’re explaining what we’re achieving with each one of these initiatives but also it’s mental health. You don’t get instant change with mental health. We all know this is tough stuff, this is complex stuff. It’s very human. It takes time for this stuff to have its impact. 
 
Stokes: We had the Speaker on yesterday. He was talking about [inaudible] serving all the people that really severely – people who suffer from severe problems which by the way then lends itself to the homeless situation which –
 
Mayor: I did – I respect the Speaker greatly but I disagree with that characterization because for example the HomeStat initiative is going right at people who are living on the street. We’ve gotten 2,000 people who were living on the street, permanently homeless, some of them have been there decades – and with all due respect to previous administrations, they didn’t find a way to get those people off the street, we have.  But it’s very intensive. 
 
We have social workers out there talking to people literally sometimes several hundred times before they win enough trust to bring them in. This stuff takes time and patience and investment but it can work. The worst of all worlds thought is not investing and addressing mental health conditions because then that’s what leads to homelessness, that’s what leads to incarceration, broken families because this stuff was never addressed in the front end. So, it will take time to fully take root and have all the impact but Chirlane’s 100 percent right, this is one in five New Yorkers affected by this. We better damn well invest in it.
 
Scotto: Alright, so just say it right now. You’re running for president of the United States.
 
Mayor: I mean, what better place to do it – but no, sorry, sorry.
 
Scotto: Just announce it. Announce it right now. 
 
[Laughter]
 
Mayor: Good try. You’re like [inaudible].
 
Stokes: Come here when you decide, how about that? That’s fair, right?
 
Mayor: I think that’s – that’s very judicious. You know, you are so reasonable. 
 
Scotto: You know, we have Tuesdays With Corey. We need to find a day that you come in regularly so that we can just you know – 
 
Stokes: Excellent idea.
 
Mayor: I like the way you both agree [inaudible] – 
 
[Laughter]
 
‘You know, that’s a fine idea.’
 
[Laughter]
 
Scotto: Thank you, Mayor de Blasio.
 
Mayor: Thank you. 
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