[image: cid:image001.png@01D4C3A0.DE4ABA50]
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 13, 2019
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO, CHANCELLOR CARRANZA KICK OFF THE START OF ELECTIONS FOR THE COMMUNITY AND CITYWIDE EDUCATION COUNCILS

Mayor Bill de Blasio: Everyone, in a moment we're going to go on with the program that we originally planned, but obviously first we have to talk about a tragedy that occurred in our city last night, and it was very, very painful. I want to just describe to you the situation last night at Jamaica Hospital. I spoke to the mother and the wife of Detective Brian Simonsen. And it's a particularly painful responsibility to speak with family who have just lost their loved one in service to our city. And you can imagine how devastated they were. And this is a family that has known tragedy before. And I just want to remind everyone that our officers, like Detective Simonsen put their lives on the line for us. In this case, a report came in – I’ve heard that 9-1-1 call of a man with a gun taking people hostage in the back of the store. That could have been any one of us who happened into a store, and our lives are on the line, and then our officers come and put their lives on the line to make sure that we survive. That's what Detective Simonsen was doing. 19 years on the force protecting us – and the bravery it takes to go into the unknown situation like that is extraordinary. And he gave his life for us. 

So I want us all to keep his family in our thoughts and prayers, to keep his fellow officers in the 1-0-2 Precinct, and all the NYPD – they're all hurting today. I've talked officers this morning. Everyone's feeling this very personally. We have to support them and that solidarity means a lot to them. So if you see a police officer today, please offer your condolences to them. They feel like they lost a family member too. And I just want to ask everyone to join me in a moment of silence for Detective Brian Simonsen.

[Moment of silence is observed]

Thank you. I want to now ask Deputy Chancellor Hydra Mendoza to start our program.

Deputy Chancellor Hydra Mendoza, Department of Education: Good morning. Thank you. Thank you so much, Mr. Mayor, for starting us off on that very important note – a time to pause. And as a New Yorker, it really hit the my core as well last night. It's always so important for us to take these moments and pause and acknowledge those that we lose in the line of duty. And this is a hard transition for us to go into, but a line of duty and responsibility that we each carry in our own respective jobs, and our men and women in blue protect us and our communities. And now as you – you, as our parents, your first job is to represent, support, and protect our students. And a key way to do that is through our and your involvement in our schools and district, and that's why we're here today. 

I'm Hydra Mendoza and I serve as your Deputy Chancellor for community empowerment partnerships and communications, and I'm delighted to be here with our Mayor, and our Chancellor, and our family's behind us to kick off the 2019 Community and Citywide Education Council elections.

[Applause]

So, I personally have been looking forward to kicking this event off for the last four months that I've been here. Mostly because for the first time in 12 years, I'm supporting our parents to run and vote and instead running myself. And I've served as a parent leader in my own community, and for 12 years I ran and served as a school board member, and those were the 12 most amazing years of my life as a community leader. Today, marks the launch of our campaign, and, beginning tomorrow, you as parents will have the great opportunity to represent parent voice in the schools in our districts by applying to run for the Community and Citywide Education Council. Our applications will go online at 12:01 first thing tomorrow morning, and they'll open for you to apply until March 6th. 

Equally as important in all of this is the role that our PA, PTA leaders play in casting their ballot in the spring to elect these very important parent leaders that will be your representatives. You will have many opportunities to educate and inform yourselves between now and May 14th, which will be the last date of vote. 

So, to share more about why this is important and their experiences are two of our amazing parent leaders, Pamela Stewart and Sheree Gibson. Pamela’s the Vice President of CEC 5 in Harlem, and she has two grandchildren and is one of our most amazing parent leaders. And Sheree Gibson as our Co-Chair of the Chancellor's Parent Advisory Council, and the head of the D-29 President’s Council, with a daughter and our schools. I'd like to welcome first Pamela and then Sheree to share their experiences in why this election is critical and important for parent leadership. 

Thank you.

[Applause]

[…]

Mayor: Thank you so much. I really, really appreciate what our parent leaders are saying. Pamela, Sheree, thank you for your leadership. Let's give them both a round of applause.

[Applause]

I have to tell you, you made me feel young again because I was about – literally about 20 years ago at this exact moment I was running for a school board – community school board in District 15 very near to here. And it was an extraordinary experience just like you described to talk to my fellow parents and then to represent them. And one of the things you learn in the process is how much accountability matters. The presence of parent voices changes everything. Where there are not parent voices, mistakes will be made. You know, when the people who actually know best – I always say parents – as parents, we are the first and last educators of our children. We actually know best. And our professional educators bring a whole host, of course, of professional skill and training. But it works best when they also hear the voices of parents in terms of what our schools need, but also, obviously, right down to the level of what each individual child needs. When you have that accountability and that sense of everyone being together in common cause, it makes everything better. And I’ve got to tell you, when I was a school board member, I experienced something eye-opening because District 15, Brooklyn, is a very diverse community. It covers all sorts of different kinds of neighborhoods and every school is different – every single school. Everyone in this room who is a parent knows each school has its own personality, its own history, is its own community. And some school communities had huge, huge PTA meetings – you could barely find a place to sit. And other schools unfortunately had PTA’s that were not yet strong and very limited attendance, and you could see the accountability difference. We honor our principals, we honor all our educators, our administrators, our teachers, but everyone does better when they are held accountable and there's checks and balances. So, the fact is, when there's deep parental involvement, it makes everyone do better, and it makes everyone be more responsive, and that's why this moment is so important. 

As we kick off these elections for Community Education Council, we have a chance to deepen that sense of accountability and shared mission. We have a chance to ensure that our schools will be as good as they can be because our parents are truly empowered. And I'll tell you, you had a reference earlier to the town hall meetings that the Chancellor and I had been having. I'll tell you something I learned at every single town hall meeting, whether it's with parents or just New Yorkers in general – every single time someone brings up something that we had heard before – I had not heard, and other leaders of the City government and the DOE had never heard before as new idea, a new approach, a critique of something we were doing, a way we could do it better. Every single time we hear something that makes us better. Every single time we hear about a problem that's fixable, but somehow had not gotten on the radar screen the way it could have and should have. And it takes that sense of everyone helping everyone get better to really achieve all that we need to. 

So, I want to say to all the parent leaders and all the parent activists in the room – I want to say a profound thank you. There is no such thing as a school system that can send out policies from on-high and then expect them to work without the involvement of parents. It is what we call a nonstarter. You can try, but it won't work, because real change comes from the grassroots. So, if you come up with a great idea, it’s only going to work at the grassroots, believe in it or bought in. And have you come up with an idea that's well-intended but may not actually work on the ground, you have to listen to the people can say that's a beautiful idea except it's not going to work, but it could work if you do this or you do that and tweak it. That kind of given take changes everything for the better. And that is the empowerment of parents that the Chancellor talks about it. He talks about it with a whole heart. 

So, we need parents to run. We need parents to run in every single district to represent their fellow parents to bring those voices forward and make a difference – can’t do it without parent leadership. Here is your chance to run. Elections kickoff tomorrow, throw your hat in the ring. 

Make a difference. You can do it.

[Applause]

Now, to everyone who's here, I want to start by thanking the parents who care so deeply about their children and their school. Let’s thank all the parents. 

[Applause]

And then I want to thank the next generation of leaders that I'm looking at right now. You all look great today. These are the leaders of the future.

[Applause]

And I'll tell you one thing that bears remembering about Community Education Councils – they are the proving grounds for leadership, representing our communities, representing our parents. But I'll tell you another thing, a lot of the future leadership of this city will come out of Community Education Councils, and I can attest to that. I was in Albany on Monday giving testimony to Legislature and one of the State Senators asked me a question, and he was sitting next to another State Senator, and I said – you know, all of us were school board members once upon a time. The guy that asked me a question had been a school board member, I had been a school board member, I know other people up there have been school board members. It's where people have an opportunity to really also build their leadership skills and go on to represent the community more broadly. And that's another really important piece of this. 

Now, in that same vein, I want to thank our Deputy Chancellor Hydra Mendoza. And I have to tell you, that I went to a lot of trouble recruit Hydra Mendoza, it was a personal mission, because, with all due respect to the DOE and its history, I felt for a long time like the Department of Education over many decades did not do a good job communicating with parents, did not do a good job empowering parents, did not actually speak the language of parents. And I felt it – as I said, I remember when I went to PTA meetings as a parent and when I went to get trained to be a school board member, there wasn't the kind of message of we really need you fully empowered and we're going give you all the information and help you need to be fully empowered. Something was off and I felt it very deeply. And I realized that we still need to get rid of that ghost of the past. We need a Department of Education that speaks the language of parents and understands their lives. So when we recruited Hydra, it was because she was a parent who had been a parent activist, had been a school board member, understood what it was like to challenge the bureaucracy, understood the language of the very people we are here to represent. 

So, I'm glad you joined us, Deputy Chancellor. Welcome aboard.

[Applause]

Also, a real thanks to the Superintendent here in District 17, Clarence Ellis.

[Applause]

And the Principal P.S. 289 Mark Marty – thank you.

[Applause]

So what we're asking people to do as a labor of love. You become a member of a Community Education Council because you love your children and you love all children, because you know how important it is to make a difference. It is difficult work. I don't want to sell anyone a bill of goods. It takes a lot of work to be an effective Community Education Council Member. You're going to hear a lot of different voices, a lot of complaints, but also a lot of ideas. It's your job to then bring them forward as leaders. So, no one said it would be easy, but I guarantee you it will be important, I guarantee you it will be rewarding, I guarantee you you'll make a difference. That's why we need people to run. 

I'll tell you that we're at a pivotal moment. A lot of things are working in our public schools. It's more and more clear. We have the highest graduation rate we have ever had – three-quarters of our kids now are graduating on time and climbing.

[Applause]

We had the highest number of children going on to higher education that we've ever had in the history of New York City. 

[Applause]

We've added a whole new grade with Pre-K for All and we'll go on and add another one with 3-K for All.

[Applause]

Now, we got that done because there was actual accountability, because under the model we have today, mayoral control of education allows for true accountability, true ability to say we're going to get something done, we have to get it done fast. If you like it, come say you like it. If you don't like it, I'm right here, you can tell me, and I'm responsible and the Chancellor's responsible. And we said that some of these town hall meetings – you know, some of the parents asked us, well, what about our school? Do you know about our school? And we started listing off all the specific concerns we had heard in the last few weeks about specific schools, because we have to know that stuff. We don't know every single one  immediately, but you'd be amazed when it comes to accountability, if there's a concern in a school, it gets to us real fast because we have to address it. 

So this system is working. We believe in it. We need to deepen it. We need to do more. I have to tell you, the Chancellor – I have never seen someone who believed more in his heart that this is not a go-it-alone enterprise. This guy believes in building a team and that team must involve parents. And you could hear it when he speaks. You can see it in everything he does. 

So, I'll finish in English and then just a few words in Spanish by saying, please believe me, because I actually did it myself. Run for Community Education Council – make a difference. It’s one of the best things I ever did in my life. I guarantee you, it’s one of the best examples, one of the best experiences with public service I ever had – it will be for you too. Parents need to run. You have until March 6th to sign up to run. You can do it in 10 different languages, because this is New York, after all. You can talk to the parent coordinator in your school if you want to run or you can visit nycparentleaders.org. 

Last point in English, the last two years in this City, in this country, we have seen a revolution – a revolution that's very, very powerful. People are running for office like never before. People are deciding that they have the right to run for office, that they can make a difference, that no one can tell them they shouldn't run for office. I could say something about other people ran for office at the highest levels, and, if you watch them, you're convinced that all of you could do a better job. But I'm not going to name names, not here to name any names.

[Laughter]

I will only say we've opened our minds in the last couple of years, haven't we? And we know there is so much leadership out there. And you look around this City, this State, this country, all the every-day parents who ran for office and won, all the people have said, I'd never even thought about it until now and they put themselves forward and they got chosen by the people in their community. So, I hope that same positive spirit is out there in the next few weeks as people decide to run for Community Education Council. You will be very glad you did and we will say thank you to each and every one of you. We need you. We need you. 

Now, just a few words in Spanish – 

With that, a man equally eloquent in English and Spanish –

[Laughter]

But most importantly, someone who said the only words we're going to use from now on are parent empowerment – parent empowerment, because we will not achieve our mission without it. And you will hear right now how much he believes that – our Chancellor Richard Carranza.

[Applause]

Schools Chancellor Richard Carranza: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. So, you know the, the job of going last is, first to follow Hydra, and then I had to follow Pamela, and Sheree. And now, Mr. Mayor, if we could take this off and just drop the mic – 

[Laughter]

– Because our four speakers have said it all. It's incredibly important, the role that our parents have in our system. No matter how big or how small our system, the constant, the cornerstone, the absolute heart of our system are our parents. You are the first teacher of the children – you are the first. You are the first teacher in the morning. You are the last teacher in the evening. So, the voice that you bring to not only the policies that we adopt, the ideas that you bring, as the Mayor has so eloquently stated, are not just suggestions, they are critically important insights to how we educate our children.

And in New York City, we had the opportunity to have you run for Community Education Councils. And I will tell you, I want to thank Pamela and Sheree for sharing your experiences with us. There's nothing more powerful than parents telling their story. And here's what I heard and what I know – Education Councils offer amazing opportunities for parents to be involved. They play a central role in shaping the future of our school communities. They are essential to the success of our schools. They work closely with our superintendents. We have a superintendent right here, Mr. Ellis. His Community Education Council works hand-in-hand with Mr. Ellis around those issues in this community. They work hand-in-hand with our Principal Marty in her school.

[Applause]

They provide key input on policy issues. They hold town halls for their communities. Now – and those town halls include yours truly. I just had one last night in District 4 and heard a lot of good things, and a lot of things that – hmm, Mr. Mayor, I didn't know that was the case, we’ve got to get right on that. But that's the part of the dialog of a public process. I'm in CEC meetings or town halls literally every week, or at least every other week. And what I hear since I've arrived in New York City, it's made it clear that it's not enough to merely engage our parents. We want to be part of empowering our parents and our parent community to make our schools and our communities stronger. Unidos es mejor.

That's why I'm on a five-borough parent listening tour with Mayor de Blasio. And he and I, as we go around, we hear about important issues from our parent leaders, our CEC’s and PTA members as well. I've met with nearly 2,000 parents on my listening tour this spring, including many of our CEC members. And that's why Mr. Mayor has already talked about our new Deputy Chancellor Mendoza, who has actually gone through the process of being elected to a school board, not once, not twice, but three times. There's a certain knowledge base that comes before – when somebody has to go before the electorate and make their case and talk about what they've done and where they're going. That information, that expertise is incredibly important and that's why we're proud to have our Deputy Chancellor in her role.

[Applause]

Let me give you some examples of what I've heard and some of the policy decisions that have been made directly as a result of listening to parents. Parent leaders have given me direct input on initiatives that we put in place. For example, we've heard about how it was a little opaque to understand as a parent, who do you go to for accountability? I have an issue and I go to my principal, but then I go to my superintendent – well, where does the buck stop? We've – because of that information – streamlined a structure with executive superintendents that have the authority to make decisions in a borough-based system. Our executive superintendent here is Barbara Freeman and I know she's going to be here in just a little bit. We've also heard from parents about accessibility and speeding up air conditioning in our capital plan – that is happening. We are on a fast track to get air conditioning every single one of our classrooms. 

And speaking of our capital plan, because of what the Mayor and I have heard from parents, we have 54,000 new seats for students across this district for areas where we do have overcrowding – that comes directly from hearing from parents. I will also tell you that in our town halls and what we've heard from parents, there's over $750 million in the capital plan to make our buildings accessible to all of our students and all of our community members – that’s directly from our communities. So, what people say makes a difference. 

So, I want to implore you, if you're listening to me, if you're hearing what we're saying, all of us are saying run. Put your name in the hat, run for these important offices. They make a difference.
They do have an impact. And these elections are for every parent. 

Last night in District 4, I had the opportunity to field many, many questions and I was so excited to hear that on the CEC there were two parents who at first were a little embarrassed because they said, well, we only speak Spanish. And I said –

[Chancellor Carranza speaks in Spanish]

And they asked the most hard-hitting questions about access for their children. And as we engaged in that conversation, I thought to myself – yes, Mr. Mayor, you're right, this is New York City, where it doesn't require you to speak English to advocate for your child. Do it in whatever language you want to. And I have to tell you, Hydra gave me some very cool props. She talked about the advertisement that we're going to be seeing for our students, but look – they’re going to be in how many languages? 10 different languages all over the place. These are just but two of the examples. 

[Applause]

So again, I want to make clear that this is an opportunity for us. And I do want to take a moment to recognize one of our Council Members that's joined us. A true champion – I think I've seen him every day this week because we've been in schools, and that's Council Member Robert Cornegy. Thank you for being here, sir.

[Applause]

But I do also want to take a moment because we've talked about our Deputy Chancellor. I want to recognize our Mayor. Most people don't realize that this mayor was the first City Mayor to actually serve as the Mayor of New York City while having children in the traditional public schools of New York City – that says a lot.

[Applause]

He also was a school board member – that says a lot. So, you never know – if you run for CEC you may be mayor one day in the future. You never know. 

[Laughter]

But I do want to say that from the moment that I arrived in New York City and before I arrived in New York City, this mayor has been absolutely clear in his commitment to prioritize the voice of parents now, tomorrow, and into the future. So, parents – we’re listening. I'm listening. The Mayor is listening. Make your voices heard. And if you're interested in running, talk to your parent coordinator or visit nycparentleaders.org to learn more. And I look forward to seeing your name on the ballot.

[Chancellor Carranza speaks in Spanish]

So, with that, I will see your name on the ballot. Let’s get out there.

[…]

Mayor: Okay, let’s take questions first on the CEC elections and then, of course, all educational matters and then we’ll go to other topics from there. So, anything from our friends in the media on CEC elections or anything related to education – CEC elections or education? Yes?

Question: So, the State Education Department had set a deadline for mid-February for the DOE and PEARLS, the group representing the yeshivas, to come up with a plan for visits [inaudible] the schools that are still not letting DOE investigators in. So, just wondering if any dates have been set up or what’s the status of that.

Mayor: Let me start and then the Chancellor can go into a little more detail. Let me just say I believe, right now, there are four yeshivas that are still being recalcitrant. My message to those four yeshivas is – time’s up, you must let the DOE officials into your school, if not there will be very serious consequences. And it’s up to them. But we are unified with the State Education Department that there’s going to be a very consistent approach. And I want to say as I’ve said before, a number of yeshivas did open their doors originally and a lot of progress was made – very tangible, consistent progress in addressing the issues. And by the way, I’ve said also, we have some problems in our traditional public schools that we have to fix school by school. So, if we have problems in the yeshivas and they’re working with us cooperatively that means everyone is on the same level playing field. There were some yeshivas that hesitated but now have gotten on the right path of engagement and are working with us constructively. There are four that are standing apart and they should stop now.

Chancellor Carranza: So, thank you. So, yes, the deadline was February 15th and perhaps as a precursor we’ve agreed to meet on the 14th – the day of love – where we are actually meeting with representatives from the yeshivas. We are working through a plan. We will have joint professional development on the substantial equivalency regulations that the State Education Department has put forth and we’re going to walk out of there with a series of dates – the plan is to walk out of the joint training with a series of dates in which we will be able to visit. Again, our intent is, as the Mayor has stated. We have an active complaint that we are still investigating. We have been very clear that we are looking to work with these private schools and we continue to do that in a spirit of collaboration and cooperation but let’s be very, very clear as the Mayor had said, we are steely-eyed and determined to conclude our investigation and be able to move forward.

Mayor: Any other questions on CECs or education? Yes – 

Question: What would be the next step for the Chief Integration Officers in schools?

Mayor: Specifically for the officers, the Chief Integration Officers? You can speak to that – 

Chancellor Carranza: So, I’m assuming that that’s referring to the report that was offered yesterday by the Integration Diversity Advisory Group. So, we have now their recommendations. We are taking a very deep look at that. That is one of the recommendations. We’ll have more to say about that at a later date. But it is included in the report and we’re taking a really, really hard look at that.

Mayor: And I just want to say – I want to thank all the people who participated on that committee. We wanted that group to come together and give us a real set of ideas about how to further diversification in our schools. I think it was an important milestone. I’m looking forward to reviewing the report carefully. I’m looking to meeting with the committee. I’m looking forward to that meeting so we can really have a dialogue about the next steps. Yes?

Question: Just to follow up on the yeshivas, a clarification. The meeting on the 14th, does it involved the four recalcitrant [inaudible] that the Mayor said. And then what are the ‘very serious consequences,’ Mr. Mayor?

Mayor: I’ll be happy [inaudible].

Chancellor Carranza: So, part of the letter from the Commissioner required that we would meet together – representatives from the yeshivas and representatives from the Department of Education – that is who will be meeting. So, it’s representatives from both groups. And at that meeting there will joint training around the requirements in the State law – the requirements of the State Education Department. And part of the exit ticket is that we walk out with a series of dates of when we will be able to visit the schools.

Question: [Inaudible] four yeshivas that the Mayor referred to?

Chancellor Carranza: I believe it does. It’s everybody that has an interest in those schools and it’s probably more of those other schools as well but at least those representatives will be there.

Mayor: And Willie, some of – to the best of my understanding, some of the individuals representing a group of yeshivas include the group – they are representing yeshivas that are cooperating and the four that are not. So there’s some overlap.

But to your other question, the ultimate consequence according to State law is for funding to be cut off. And look, if a school will not allow entry to the Department of Education as the rightful authority that is mean to guarantee educational quality, if they’re not even allowing entry then they put their funding immediately in jeopardy. Any other questions on education from the media? Question on education, CECs?

Question: [Inaudible] you won’t – but you aren’t going to close the schools [inaudible] – 

Mayor: So, here’s my understanding and you can correct me. But here’s my understanding of the constitutional dynamics – that we are not in the position to – the State has certain authority but the City of New York is not in the position to say to a private entity that you can’t have a school. We are in a position to say if you want public funding you must abide by the standards set by the State, and the City’s authority under that State statute. Am I getting it right there, Richard?

Chancellor Carranza: Yes, Sir. The only thing that I’ll add to what the Mayor said is under the State law and the revisions that were adopted in the last legislative session I, as the Chancellor, am not the finder of substantial equivalency. That authority rests with the Commissioner, the State Commissioner.

So, my responsibility and our responsibility is to conduct these reviews, to go in and look, and then write a report to the Commissioner. Now, I want to be very clear that there are two things happening at the same time. One is the investigation that has been ongoing to which the Mayor is speaking about the recalcitrants and allowing us to even go in and visit the schools. The other is that there is a law around all non-public schools. And the State law now says that every three years or every five years there will be a review of all non-public schools.

I will tell you we don’t expect any issues with that. We work very closely with non-public schools almost on a daily basis on a number of issues. So, this will become very routine in terms of how we’re all on the same page. But I want to make sure that we’re clear about what will happen as a matter of State law. And right now what we’re talking about is the reluctance, or the flat-out not allowing us to come in and visit schools. They co-mingle but they’re not the same thing.

Mayor: And I want to note on that point – you know every day the Department of Education works with traditional public schools, charter schools, Catholic schools and other Christian schools, every sort of Jewish school, Muslim schools, private schools, you name it. And the overwhelming reality is that these schools respect the authority of the Department of Education as the keeper of the standards under State law.

Right now there are only four yeshivas in all of New York City that are not cooperating and again it’s the moment of decision. They have a few days to get it together and open their doors or else they will suffer the consequences. Anything else on education – yes?

Question: Mayor, the report yesterday mentioned that they were nine districts that sort of had the demographics in place to potentially put forth the diversity proposal. So we know about District 15. I’m just curious, how many districts are there active proposals in the works [inaudible]?

Mayor: The Chancellor will go into specifics. There are a number of districts that have already started the process with the Department of Education to develop their own local plan and I think this is what’s so promising here. This is coming from the grassroots up. It’s very consistent with everything we talked about earlier. The best ideas to find the right way forward are coming from the grassroots. That was true starting in CEC-3 on the West Side of Manhattan, a plan for rezoning of schools that I supported very strongly, and was absolutely built from the ground up in the community. That was true in CEC-1 in Lower Manhattan, true in District 15 nearby here in Brooklyn – my school district. We saw tremendous grassroots efforts to figure out something equitable that would move us forward. We’re going to see it in a number of other districts as well. So, this is really promising for where it will take us.

Chancellor Carranza: So, in addition, there’s probably somewhere between six and eight Community School Districts’ Education Councils that are working through a process of engagement very similar to what other CECs have done. What I want to echo and underline what the Mayor has said – this is an organic, grassroots conversation and movement that is happening. 

And I think what has been very powerful about what the Mayor has said and done is he’s given space for that to actually take place. In addition when the Mayor approved District 15’s integration plan we also announced a $2 million grant program so that Community Education Districts that were interested in pursuing a similar process could actually apply for some funding. 

At the State level, the State Education Department has also provided some grant funding for Community Education Councils and Districts to work through these integration plans as well. So there really is a confluence now of local funding, State funding, and more than anything what I’m excited about is I go to town halls and I said – like I said I was in one last night – there are questions about these kinds of issues in every one of those town halls which tells me that people are talking, people are working, and we want to be able to provide the fertile ground for those conversations to take root.

Mayor: Okay, anything else on education CECs? Anything education related? Going once, going twice – hang on. 

Chancellor Carranza: [Inaudible] release folks –

Mayor: Actually, we’re going to – I think this is going to be quick. So, let’s just do it so we don’t disrupt. 

[Laughter]

Let’s see if there’s other questions. Yes?

Question: [Inaudible] Mayor, last night was the second friendly fire shooting involving the police in about two months. Are there lessons to be learned from that situation and have you discussed it with the Police Commissioner?

Mayor: The Commissioner, last night, was obviously deeply pained by what happened. We talked but not in detail about the efforts we’re going to have to undertake going forward. As he said last night, there’s going to be a full review and every time there’s a tragedy we try to learn from it. So, I think it’s a very serious issue that needs to be looked at but I don’t want to prejudge – and I’ll let the Commissioner speak to how he’s going to undertake that review. Yes, Marcia.

Question: I know that you’ve postponed your trip to New Hampshire obviously [inaudible] happened but I know you haven’t postponed you interest in Washington and your national goals. But I wonder how you feel about the reception your campaign has received in some corners of the – Vanity Fair said, “Lord Help Us, Bill de Blasio is Still Thinking About Running for President.” Another one says, “Report of Bill de Blasio White House Run Draws Laughter and Horror.” 

Mayor: You know, Vanity Fair – with all due respect to them, that’s not where I reach for my guidance, but go on.

[Laughter]

Question: [Inaudible] articles that reacted with some derision to your aspirations. I wonder how you feel about it. But secondly, will it deter you?

Mayor: Listen, Marcia, I – deep respect for the free press but there are many, many views that are expressed every day. People agree with my approach, people disagree with my approach on a whole host of issues. This is what I’m trying to do. I think I’ve spoken to it many times but I’ll make it clear again. I want to spread the news about what’s happening in this city and why it’s working. Pre-K for All is something that is working in New York City. It should be all over this country. Every four-year-old should have pre-K in this country. What – 

[Applause]

Thank you. What my wife, Chirlane, is doing on mental health with the Thrive initiative is an issue that must be addressed here but all over the country.

[Applause]

I believe if we can get this dialogue started all over this country it will not only help make us a stronger nation, it will help New York City. You know, right now as we’re trying to develop 3-K for All we have no federal support. Right now, as we’re trying to make sure that every New Yorker gets mental health services who needs it, we have no federal support. We need to change the dialogue. That’s good for the people of New York City – it’s good for the people of this country. So that’s what I’m going to do. Sure.

Question: A little while ago, a few minutes ago, you talked about how an unnamed person in Washington had inspired people to run for all manner of offices. I wonder if that has inspired you and has driven you to take your message around the country.

Mayor: Well, again, I try not to focus too much energy on the unnamed person in Washington. I think he gets plenty of attention on his own. No, I believe that the issues that I’ve been raising, just go back, as you know well, to the 2012 - 2013 campaign, when I talked about income inequality and the fact that we were really running a risk as a society if we became increasingly divided into a one percent with all the wealth and power and the rest of us, that that was dangerous for the city, dangerous for the country. That we had to tax the wealthy at a higher level – I mean, these are things I’ve been talking about for many years. I think you would agree they are much more popular ideas right now, and that’s exactly why they need to be spread even more deeply, because we actually are at the point where we can make real change. So it’s not about the occupant of the White House, it’s about the fact that things are changing all over this country. People are more receptive to this message than ever before and we got to promote it.

Question: So does it play in New Hampshire, and Iowa, and all the places you’re going to be—

Mayor: I think this is an American idea. I don’t think it’s about one part of the country or another, I don’t think it’s about cities or rural areas. I think people want fairness, and they want to see a society where people are treated equally and they can see, right now, that’s not the case, and if we don’t change things soon it’s going to be very dangerous for our democracy and for our country so I want to talk about that. Willie?

Question: I’d like you to talk about your – the reasons for postponing your trip to New Hampshire. You were criticized a couple of years ago for going to Germany after Officer Familia was killed, and so talk to us about your reasons and whether that experience informed this decision.

Mayor: You know, every situation is individual, obviously, but I just felt, for something that was not governmental, that it wasn’t appropriate at this point in time. It’s just as simple as that. 

Question: Not appropriate, why?

Mayor: Because it’s not governmental. I think, you know, at this point my decision was that it was a time to forgo that.

Question: Mayor, there’s a bill headed to the City Council, I believe today, on providing driver’s licenses to undocumented New Yorkers—

Mayor: Yes.

Question: I was hoping you could expand on your position on that.

Mayor: Absolutely, I’ve believed in this for a long time. Here’s the reality – if we do not provide our fellow New Yorkers, who happen to be undocumented, with the right to get a driver’s license, we’ll end up in a situation where one, a lot of people will drive without a driver’s license, that’s dangerous to all of us, or two, a lot of people will not be able to feed their families. That’s morally wrong and every time we talk honestly about the reality of immigration – if we deprive people who are here of the opportunity to make a living, who do you think is going to end up paying for that? Right? It’s like, let’s get real. Is that the goal of all of those who have sowed division, that they want a society where people are not allowed to work and therefore the taxpayer should foot the bill? I would argue to my conservative friends that they have it all wrong on immigration, that they should recognize, first of all, the 12 million people who are here, and let’s acknowledge that and act on it – stop this “don’t ask, don’t tell” madness – there’s 12 million people among us that are part of the fabric of our country and our community. There’s half-a-million people in this city. When you are on the subway, you don’t know who is undocumented or who is not next to you. When you’re at work, you don’t know who’s undocumented or not. Why don’t we just treat people as people? Give them a chance to make a living.

[Applause]

Hold on, go ahead.

Question: Do you plan to attend the funeral of Detective Simonsen?

Mayor: Of course, I attended every funeral for every member of service that we’ve lost in the line of duty. I am surprised you even asked that question. I think it’s quite clear, come on, anyone else? 

Question: I just want to understand if you prepare for these trips, and this idea of going to places with this 2020 potential – my understanding is you have some members of your staff who are assisting you on that, but not on government time, Michael Casca, Jon Paul Lupo. Can you talk to us just about how you are drawing those lines so that people can understand how resources are used?

Mayor: Sure, the lines are not drawn by me, they’re drawn by our legal team, according to the law of this city. So we can get you their interpretation and we’re following that guidance.

Question: But who is working with you on this? Who have you asked?

Mayor: Again, I don’t do all the details. We’ll get the legal team to explain it to you.

Question: Is there any information of body camera footage, and will it be released?

Mayor: In the incident last night? I’m not yet familiar with whether there is body camera footage, there is footage, but I don’t know if there is body camera footage. But we’ll have the NYPD get back to you on that. 

Question: And, is there any confirmation of how many bullets were fired?

Mayor: Again, the NYPD will answer all of that. There is an investigation underway. Two more, Grace then Marcia. 
 
Question: Sort of building on Willie’s line of questioning, some people have argued that it’s particularly hard for a Mayor of a city like New York to run for president in part because the job is so demanding. There are specific issues that have to be attended to on a day-to-day basis not just like the loss of a police officer, like we saw last night, but any number of sort of critical issues that can arise on a day-to-day basis. Do you think if you did run, even these exploratory trips, is it more challenging for you than let’s say somebody who is a U.S. Senator in Washington? 

Mayor: Well, I appreciate the question, but let me now beg the question that comes up. Would you rather have as President of the United States someone who had had a less demanding job?

[Laughter]

I mean think about that for a moment. Is the goal here – and I’m someone who saying, I am going around the country and I’m going to raise issues. So I’m not talking about myself, I’m talking about the general point. For a job of that magnitude, wouldn’t you want someone who had served in an executive function in the most trying circumstances? I just think to some extent there is a chicken-and-egg reality to your question. If you said, well, we want everyone to run for president to have lots of time on their hands and not have a lot of responsibility so they can run for president – that seems pretty strange to me. I think you in fact want people who are up to the job. Okay, last call. Yes, Marcia?

Question: I just wonder if you have a – if running for president is a dream that you have?

Mayor: Marcia, I would say it this way, I have, my whole life, dreamed of making a difference, I really have. I think I’ve talked to you about this. I grew up in a very politically charged circumstance. My oldest brother was draft-age during the Vietnam War, my dad suffered the effects of war, both in terms of physical disability and what unquestionably was a version of PTSD. You know, everything around me told me that I had to be involved in my community. I’ve mentioned that I watched the Watergate hearings, feels like every hour of the Watergate hearings when I was a very young person. But it told me that something was wrong and it had to be addressed and I have felt my whole life that I had a mission and a sense of calling. I didn’t know what form it would take, but I do know this what I am going to devote my life to, is trying to make this a more just society. 

Thank you, everyone. 
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