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E As a New Yorker, you care about your community and take pride in knowing that you live 

in one of the greatest, most diverse cities in the country. But our city is only as strong as its 
citizens’ voices. Voting is one of the best ways for you to say that you care about the future  
of our city. Voting has an impact on a wide range of issues that affect you every day—from 
jobs and wages, to education, to housing, and more—and your vote can help make our city 
even better. 
Be sure to take this Voter Guide, NYC’s official nonpartisan guide to city elections, with you 
when you cast your vote in the citywide general election this November. The Guide contains 
profiles of candidates seeking your vote for the offices of mayor, public advocate, comptroller, 
borough president, and City Council, information about the three proposals on the ballot,  
and everything you need to know about voting.
Now more than ever, we need to make sure that all our voices are heard at the polls so we 
can build a city that works for everyone!

GO PAPERLESS!
Prefer to read your Voter Guide online? Sign up at nyccfb.info/gopaperless to be notified 
when future editions of the online Voter Guide go live.

 KNOW YOUR

RIGHTS AS A VOTER
You have the right to vote in the November 7, 2017 general election if:
♦	 You are a registered voter (check voting.nyc if you’re not sure if you’re registered).
♦	 You are at least 18 years old and a US citizen. 
♦	 You are not currently serving time for a felony or on parole. 
♦	 You are in line at your poll site by 9 pm on November 7th (NYC poll sites open at 6 am).

In any election, you have a right to:
♦	 Ask a poll worker or any person of your choice (except your employer or union representative), for help.  

If you need an interpreter, BOE interpreters are available to assist voters at selected sites.  
Call 866-VOTE-NYC for more information, including which polling sites have interpreters available  
and for which languages.

♦	 Bring materials with you, including this Voter Guide (please take any materials away with you  
when you finish voting).

♦	 Vote even if the voting machine is broken.
♦	 Vote by affidavit ballot if your name is missing from the list of voters at your polling site.

You may have to show identification to vote in this election if you are newly registered or recently moved 
and are voting for the first time at your polling place. Otherwise, you do not need to show identification.

This badge  
will appear if  
a candidate is  
participating in  
the NYC Campaign  
Finance Program.

MATCHING  
FUNDS  
PROGRAM

	 KNOW WHERE TO GO

Check voting.nyc and click 
“Where Do I Vote?”

Check the cover of this  
Voter Guide (confirm at 

voting.nyc before you vote)

YOUR POLLSITE!

Call the Board of Elections at  
866-VOTE-NYC

PS 89 — 265 Warwick Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11207 
Council District 37 
Recipient First Last Name  
123 Arlington Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11208

OROR
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 ELECTION DATES AND 

DEADLINES
OCT 
13

♦	 Last day to register to vote for the general 
election by mail and in person

♦	 Last day to change your party affiliation  
to vote in next year’s primary elections,  
if already registered to vote in New York

OCT 
18 ♦	 Last day to submit a change of address 

OCT 
31

♦	 Last date to postmark absentee  
ballot application 

NOV 
06

♦	 Last day to apply for an absentee ballot 
application in person 

♦	 Last date to postmark absentee ballot  
(must be received by city BOE by November 14) 

NOV 
07 ♦	 Election Day

TO
D

AY

Choose a  
good time to vote.  

Add it to your calendar.

Note your  
poll site location  

(on the cover of this Guide).

Read the  
candidates’  

profiles.

Make an  
informed decision  

in advance.

EL
EC

TI
O

N
 D

AY

Visit  
voting.nyc or call 
866-VOTE-NYC  
to confirm your  

poll site location.

Read up on  
how to cast  
your ballot  
(page 24).

Bring this  
Voter Guide  

as a reference.

VOTE!

	 MAKE A VOTING PLAN 

1 |2 |3

NOV 

07



Voting in local elections has a real effect on our day-to-day lives. The people we elect  
make decisions that affect our neighborhoods, schools, jobs, and quality of life every day.

MAYOR
As the leader of city government, the mayor sets city  
policy and impacts the day-to-day lives of New Yorkers  
by creating the budget, appointing the heads of boards  
and agencies like the NYPD or the Department of 
Education, signing or vetoing bills from City Council,  
and issuing executive orders. 

PUBLIC ADVOCATE
As the people’s representative in city government,  
the public advocate can investigate complaints and make 
recommendations about city services, provide information 
that allows New Yorkers to protect themselves (such  
as the Worst Landlords Watchlist), and introduce and  
co-sponsor bills. The public advocate is responsible for 
acting as the mayor if the mayor is absent or unable to 
perform his or her duties.

COMPTROLLER
As the chief financial officer, the comptroller issues and 
sells city bonds, which are used to finance public projects 
like roads and bridges, and monitors the city’s spending 
by conducting audits and reports. The comptroller also 

manages the funds in NYC’s pension system, the largest 
public city employee retirement system in the country,  
by making sure that they are protected and invested wisely.

BOROUGH PRESIDENT
While borough presidents can’t create or pass laws, they  
can fund organizations in their boroughs (about $4 million  
of the city budget is set aside for this purpose); make land 
use decisions; appoint members of local Community Boards 
and the City Planning Commission, who advise on land  
and neighborhood needs; and advocate for residents of  
their boroughs.

CITY COUNCIL 
City Council is the law-making branch of the city’s 
government, responsible for negotiating and approving the 
mayor’s budget, making and passing laws, deciding how 
to use land throughout the city, and making sure agencies 
are serving the people of NYC. Each City Council member 
represents one of the city’s 51 City Council districts.

	 VOTE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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ELECTION 

AT A GLANCE

*�Candidate did not submit a complete profile in time for inclusion in 
this printed Voter Guide.

BOROUGH PRESIDENT  pg 14 

As advocates for their boroughs, the borough presidents  
make sure that community needs are met.

Tom Shcherbenko James S. Oddo Henry J. Bardel

CITY COUNCIL  pg 16

The City Council is the law-making branch of the city’s 
government. Check the cover of your Voter Guide to 
find your Council district.

Deborah Rose
City Council District 49

Mike Penrose
City Council District 49

Kamillah Hanks
City Council District 49

Richard A. Florentino
City Council District 50

Steven Matteo
City Council District 50

Dylan M. Schwartz
City Council District 51

Also running:*
Joseph C. Borelli   
City Council District 51

No  
acceptable  

photo  
provided

MAYOR  pg 6

The mayor is the leader of city government.

Bill de Blasio Nicole Malliotakis Akeem Browder

Sal Albanese Bo Dietl Aaron A. Commey

Mike Tolkin

PUBLIC ADVOCATE  pg 9

The public advocate is the people’s representative in 
city government.

Letitia James Juan Carlos Polanco Michael A. O’Reilly

James C. Lane Devin Balkind

COMPTROLLER  pg 12  

The comptroller is the city’s chief financial officer.

Scott M. Stringer Michel J. Faulkner Julia Willebrand

Alex Merced

No  
acceptable  

photo  
provided
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MAYOR
Bill de Blasio
Democratic, Working Families

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	 A great education for all
2	Making the City more affordable
3	�Increased safety,  

police-community relations

Party Enrolled In: Democratic
Current Occupation: NYC Mayor
Previous Occupation: NYC Public Advocate; NYC 
Councilmember; U.S. Department of Housing and  
Urban Development Regional Director; Hillary Clinton  
for U.S. Senate Campaign Manager
Education: New York University; Columbia University
Organizational Affiliations: N/A
Prior Public Experience: See above

As Mayor of New York City, I have made it my mission  
to fight for our progressive values and make this a place  
for everyone through real reforms that lift people up  
and improve the lives of every New Yorker — because  
this is your city. That includes expanding pre-K for every  
four-year-old in the City, expanding our paid sick leave  
law to cover hundreds of thousands more workers, and 
raising the minimum wage for tens of thousands more.  
My administration has dramatically reduced stop and frisk 
and brought the police and community closer together — 
while at the same time driving crime to record lows.  
In my first term, we’ve built and preserved affordable 
housing at a record pace, while taking on the landlord 
lobby, and had two years of rent freezes so that more  
New Yorkers can afford to stay in their homes.

  info@billdeblasio.com
  billdeblasio.com
  bill.deblasio
  BilldeBlasio

Nicole Malliotakis
Republican, Conservative,  
Stop de Blasio

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	 Transportation & Traffic
2	Jobs & Affordability
3	Quality of Life

Party Enrolled In: Republican
Current Occupation: NY State Assemblymember
Previous Occupation: Public Affairs Manager
Education: BA, Seton Hall; MBA Wagner College
Organizational Affiliations: National Hispanic Causus 
of State Legislators, National Foundation of Women 
Legislators
Prior Public Experience: NYC Liaison for Governor  
George Pataki

I am running to restore accountability to New York City 
government and improve quality of life for residents.  
We must address traffic congestion, failing schools,  
transit nightmares, homeless crisis, and the rise in rape  
and sex crimes. The city is not investing in infrastructure  
to accommodate long term population growth and 
economic development. We should be investing in 
Smart Light technology to ease traffic flow and protect 
pedestrians and upgrading subway signals to end delays 
and overcrowding. We can pay for it if we stop wasteful 
spending, reform or eliminate programs that aren’t 
producing results, and reduce bureaucracy.
As Mayor, I will give the NYPD the tools needed to do  
its job, expand vocational training opportunities to  
help people obtain skills to get good paying jobs,  
assist those struggling with addiction/mental illness, 
proactively address root causes of homelessness,  
provide parents with more schools choice, ensure that 
education dollars reach classrooms, cap spending and 
reduce taxes where possible.

  nicoleformayor2017@gmail.com
  NicoleforMayor2017.com
  nmalliotakis
  nmalliotakis
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MAYOR
Akeem Browder
Green

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Are the disenfranchised 

considered, how
2	�The homeless population in NYC
3	�Children, how we view them

Party Enrolled In: Green
Current Occupation: Public SPeaker
Previous Occupation: Electronic Engineer, Maintenance 
Engineer, Electro-mechanic
Education: Bachelors of Civil Engineering
Organizational Affiliations: Exodus Transitional Services, 
Justice League NYC, Shutdownrikers
Prior Public Experience: Activist

Every problem in New York has an inherent problem 
and that problem is New York’s stance on allowing the 
Department of Justice to have a hand in Our every aspect 
of living. You can’t arrest your way out of community issues.  
We must be different in our approach, quicker in our 
decisions and more aware on what accountability really 
looks like!

  AkeemBrowder2017@gmail.com
  AkeemBrowder2017.org
  AkeemBrowder2017

No  
acceptable  

photo  
provided

Sal Albanese
Reform

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Reform legally corrupt political 

system
2	�Build REAL affordable housing
3	�Rebuild, properly fund the MTA

Party Enrolled In: Democratic
Current Occupation: lawyer
Previous Occupation: teacher, City Council member
Education: B.A. in Education from CUNY York College,  
an M.A. in Health Science from NYU, and a law degree  
from Brooklyn Law School.
Organizational Affiliations: Democratic Party
Prior Public Experience: City Council member, representing 
the 43 CD (Bay RIdge, Brookyn) from 1982-1997

We must fix our broken political system, where an 
atmosphere of “legal corruption” has been created & only 
those who “pay” have the right to “play.” I pledge not take 
campaign contributions from Big Real Estate or lobbyists.  
I also want to be known as the “mass transit Mayor” and  
will work with the Governor to improve the system. I will 
triple the amount of money that the City pays into the system  
to $1 billion. As Mayor, I promise to ride mass transit,  
at least sometimes, so that I can personally experience 
what’s happening. Housing is also a major issue in NYC. 
Everyone wants affordable housing, but what is being 
touted as “affordable” is far from it. The current plan has 
been rejected universally throughout the City because  
it’s “one size fits all.” Additionally, inappropriate and  
out-of-scale development is rampant. I will work to create 
individualized housing plans that serve the needs of each 
community yet preserves its character.

  sal@sal2017.nyc
  sal2017.com
  SalAlbaneseNYC
  SalAlbaneseNYC
  salnyc17
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MAYOR
Bo Dietl
Dump the Mayor

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	 Create new and sustainable jobs
2	Enhance Security
3	�Create additional educational 

opportunities

Party Enrolled In: Democratic
Current Occupation: CEO
Previous Occupation: NYPD Detective, Iron worker  
Union Member
Education: High School Graduate
Organizational Affiliations: Over the years Bo has taken  
an active interest in many charities and continues to 
endorse and support such foundations
Prior Public Experience: NYPD Detective

I’m running for mayor because this city can do much better.  
I’ve spent my entire life in public service. I bring leadership 
and integrity to the table. I speak to both Democrats and 
Republicans. My vision is socially inclusive and fiscally 
conservative. Curbing wasteful spending and creating jobs  
are at the center of all my plans. We will offer incentives 
to the best and brightest start-up companies to move 
to under served neighborhoods and create great jobs. 
Our infrastructure is aging poorly. I’ll work with Albany 
and Washington to improve it. I’ll re purpose vacant city 
properties to use as homeless rehabilitation centers instead  
of paying for fancy hotels. Instead of spending $10B to  
build new jails in your neighborhood, lets overhaul the DOC 
and fix Rikers Island. We’ll use our police department —  
the best in the world — to make sure another innocent child 
doesn’t die at the hands of ACS.
The city is sinking fast, but with your support, we will bring 
it back!

  info@boformayor.com
  boformayor.com
  BoForMayor
  BoDietl
  bodietlformayor

Aaron A. Commey
Libertarian

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Complete Criminal Justice 

Reform
2	�Improved Education Curriculum
3	�Fighting Poverty

Party Enrolled In: Libertarian
Current Occupation: Porter
Previous Occupation: Machine Operator; Ged Tutor;  
Law Library Clerk
Education: GED; Milwaukee Area Technical College
Organizational Affiliations: Libertarian Party of New York
Prior Public Experience: None

I am running for Mayor because it’s time for someone to 
put the people of New York ahead of the special interests 
and big money donors. I’m not a career politician and 
that’s a good thing because I am committed to fighting 
for the people of New York and against constant political 
corruption which has left so many of us behind. I want 
to implement economic policies that give struggling, 
hardworking New Yorkers a chance to get out of poverty 
and provide better lives for themselves and their families. 
I’m running to put an end to short sighted criminal justice 
policies which make all us less safe and destroy entire 
communities. And I want to make sure that our schools are 
teaching finance, economics, business management and 
entrepreneurship so our kids leave school able to provide 
for themselves and not struggling in low wage jobs. I’m 
fighting against the status quo because the status quo isn’t 
helping the little guy. So please support me for New York City  
Mayor and support changing the way politics run in this  
city and who politics help.

  aaron@votecommey.com
  votecommey.com
  VoteCommey
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Mike Tolkin
Smart Cities

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Economy, Jobs and Education
2	�Transportation and Quality  

of Life
3	�Human Rights and Sustainability

Party Enrolled In: Democratic
Current Occupation: Candidate for Mayor
Previous Occupation: Tech Entrepreneur and Innovator 
- Founder/CEO, IMAX Labs; Founder/CEO, Rooms.com; 
Founder/CEO, Merchant Exchange; Director of Corporate 
Development and Strategy, IMAX; Management Consultant, 
Oliver Wyman; Founder, ReimagineNYC; Founder, NoMad 
Walk; Startup Investor and Advisor
Education: BS of Economics from the Wharton School  
at the University of Pennsylvania
Organizational Affiliations: ReimagineNYC, NoMad Walk
Prior Public Experience: ReimagineNYC, NoMad Walk

Hi, I’m Mike!
I’m running for Mayor because we need big ideas and  
bold action now more than ever.
We face big challenges. Our wages are too low and  
our rent is too high. Our rights are being threatened.  
Our jobs are going away. Our subway system is falling 
apart. And our government simply isn’t serving us as  
well as it can be.
I’m a tech entrepreneur and innovator – I solve problems  
for a living. So I’m assembling a diverse team of experts  
and leaders, and we’re preparing an ambitious long-term 
plan to upgrade our services and infrastructure, create  
new job opportunities, equip our children for future jobs, 
and reinforce New York City’s legacy as the gateway to  
the American Dream.
Please join our movement and share your voice.  
I look forward to collaborating with you!

  team@tolkinformayor.com
  tolkinformayor.com
  tolkinformayor
  tolkinformayor
  tolkinformayor

PUBLIC ADVOCATE
Letitia James
Democratic, Working Families

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Promote economic equality  

for women
2	Reform child and family welfare
3	�Preserve and expand affordable 

housing

Party Enrolled In: Democratic
Current Occupation: New York City Public Advocate
Previous Occupation: New York City Council Member, 35th 
District; Chief of Staff & Counsel, New York State Assembly; 
Public Defender, Legal Aid Society
Education: Howard University School of Law, J.D.; Lehman 
College, B.A.
Organizational Affiliations: n/a
Prior Public Experience: New York City Council Member, 
35th District; Chief of Staff & Counsel, New York State Assembly

Four years ago, I set out to distinguish the Public Advocate’s  
Office as a vehicle for economic and social justice for all 
New Yorkers. In my time in office, we have accomplished a 
great amount. From my groundbreaking legislation to ban 
questions about salary history in job interviews, bringing 
us one step closer to closing the wage gap; to securing 
universal school lunch for every child in middle school, 
bringing a nutritious meal to over 10,000 children every 
day; to expanding the Worst Landlords List as a tool and 
resource for tenants and advocates. If given the opportunity 
to serve for another four years, I will continue working to 
ensure that every child has the opportunity for a better 
future, that every family has the chance to not just survive 
but thrive, and that every New Yorker has access  
to the possibilities our City has to offer.

  tishjames2017@gmail.com
  LetitiaTishJames
  tishjames
  (347) 560-4545
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PUBLIC ADVOCATE
Juan Carlos Polanco
Republican, Reform,  
Stop de Blasio

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Education & School Choice
2	�Stop Neighborhood Jails Plan
3	�Reform Administration for 

Children’s Services

Party Enrolled In: Republican
Current Occupation: Attorney & Educator
Previous Occupation: Social Studies Teacher,  
Harry S Truman H.S.
Education: JD, Fordham University School of Law;  
MBA, Fordham University Graduate School of Business;  
BA, University at Albany; Fordham Preparatory
Organizational Affiliations: New York County Lawyers 
Association, Bronx County Bar Association
Prior Public Experience: Commissioner at the New York City  
Board of Elections

My name is J.C. Polanco. I’m a lifelong New Yorker, a dad, 
an attorney, a Regional Director of the New York State 
Assembly Minority, and a former commissioner at the  
New York City Board of Elections.
I am also an educator, who has spent the last 17 years 
teaching in New York City public schools, and now at CUNY.
I’m running for Public Advocate because I love New York 
City, and I want to continue serving your families.
I will work to expand charter school enrollment and give 
parents more options over where to send their kids to school.
I will fight against mismanagement at ACS.
I’ll bring common sense to City Hall, and fight any plan  
that calls for replacing Rikers with jails in our backyards.
I will work to give hard-working residents in NYCHA 
housing a chance at owning their units. It is time for more 
New Yorkers to have their shot at the American Dream.

  jcpolanco@gmail.com
  PolancoforNYC.com
  PolancoforNYC
  jcpolanconyc
  jcpolanco

Michael A. O’Reilly
Conservative

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Eliminating Pay to Play Policies
2	�Reforming the ACS
3	�Eliminating Sanctuary Cities

Party Enrolled In: Republican
Current Occupation: Gallant Capital Market -  
Regulatory Attorney
Previous Occupation: Pilot with Delta Airlines; Marine
Education: Bachelor of Science - Florida Institute of 
Technology; JD - New York Law School
Organizational Affiliations: President of the Rockaway 
Republican Club; Member of the Broad Channel  
Civic Association
Prior Public Experience: Former CD 5 Congressional 
Candidate

Michael O’Reilly is an attorney, former airline pilot, and 
proud Marine. Mike is also a New Yorker who is fed up  
with the self-dealing political climate that currently governs 
our great City.
For the past four years our city has been plagued by an 
incompetent Mayor and a do-nothing City Council. The status  
quo is unacceptable. Our elected officials sit idly by as the 
ACS’ inefficient operation leaves our City’s children dead. 
These same elected officials, then, willfully break federal 
immigration laws, and allow for the harboring of individuals 
who have come into our country illegally and who have then  
committed serious crimes. All on the backs of, us, the taxpayer.
Our City deserves leaders who will stand up to corrupt,  
pay-to-play policies, and who will fight for justice for all  
New Yorkers. Especially the most vulnerable among us,  
the children of New York. Mike O’Reilly, will be that leader.

  pierre.alcantara7@gmail.com
  Mike4NYC.com
  friendsofOReilly
  OReilly4NY
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James C. Lane
Green 

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Transform Our Electoral 

Processes
2	�Create More Affordable Housing
3	�Community Control Over 

Policing

Party Enrolled In: Green
Current Occupation: Technical Account Manager
Previous Occupation: Vice President of Client Solutions
Education: U.S. Army Signal School, Electronics/
Communications Technician; High School of Art & Design, 
Commercial Arts/Graphic Design
Organizational Affiliations: Black Caucus Member,  
Green Party of the United States; State Committee Member, 
Green Party of New York
Prior Public Experience: All my work to improve my 
community has been as volunteer and not in a paid 
government position. Issues regarding an adoptees rights 
to know about their origins, reducing our bloated military 
budget, a ban on hydrofracking and improving recycling 
efforts are just a few on my list.

As Public Advocate, I will create the resources we need to 
help the many communities around our city that have been 
repeatedly neglected by City Hall and its various agencies.
In education, I will fight to reduce class sizes, make schools 
safer, prevent funding cuts and ensure that our children are 
treated as more than just test scores.
As the Green Party candidate for Public Advocate it is my 
belief that all New Yorkers, despite their socioeconomic 
status, deserve, as a basic right, a clean safe environment, 
living wage jobs, truly affordable housing and free 
healthcare, just to name a few.

  votejameslane@gmail.com
  votejameslane.org
  votejameslane
  votejameslane
  votejameslane

Devin Balkind
Libertarian

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Smartphone App-Enabled Public 

Participation Processes
2	�Faster, Better, Cheaper 

Government Services
3	�People Over Politics and Party

Party Enrolled In: Democratic
Current Occupation: President, Sahana Software 
Foundation
Previous Occupation: Information Management Consultant, 
Sarapis; CEO, BEExtraordinary
Education: B.S., Film & History, Northwestern University
Organizational Affiliations: Free Software Foundation, 
Occupy Sandy
Prior Public Experience: NA

My goal is to distribute the power of the politicians to every 
New Yorker. We’re doing this by building smartphone apps, 
establishing a livestream channel, and organizing public 
events that allow you, the people of New York, to work 
together to solve our city’s problems.
How? We’ve developed a unique 7-step process that enables  
New Yorkers to turn conversations into proposals, to 
legislation, to law, to budget commitments, project tracking 
and outcome analysis. You can learn more at votedevin.com.
I’m not waiting to get elected before getting to work. We’ve 
already produced a first version of our smartphone app, and 
we did it with 1/10th of 1% of the current Public Advocate’s 
budget. Imagine what we could do with a full budget!
My campaign isn’t about individual issues: it’s about 
building a process that puts New Yorkers where they  
should be — in control. This is precisely what the  
Public Advocate should do.
Let’s take this next step. Together.

  devin@votedevin.com
  votedevin.com
  votedevin
  devinbalkind
  votedevin
  votedevin
  bit.ly/votedevinyoutube
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COMPTROLLER
Scott M. Stringer
Democratic, Working Families

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Make NYC More Affordable
2	�Strengthen our Public Schools
3	�Quality Housing People  

Can Afford

Party Enrolled In: Democratic
Current Occupation: New York City Comptroller
Previous Occupation: Manhattan Borough President
Education: B.A., John Jay College of Criminal Justice
Organizational Affiliations: N/A
Prior Public Experience: Borough President; 
Assemblymember

We’ve got to do more to make sure working families can 
afford to live in New York—and that means focusing on 
housing costs and the quality of our public schools, and 
creating more good-paying jobs.
As Comptroller, I helped lead the Fight for 15 to make  
the minimum wage a living wage. And I’ve identified  
more than 1,000 vacant city-owned lots that we can turn 
into affordable housing, so more families can afford to  
stay here.
We’ve also got to make it easier to live here—which  
means investing in our subways and buses again and 
ending the annoying delays, expanding access to child 
care, and making sure there are great public schools in 
every zip code.
As manager of the city’s pension funds, I’ve fought 
for reform, whether it’s demanding greater diversity in 
boardrooms or forcing action on important social issues—
from climate change to private prisons. And through 
audits and investigations, I’ve worked hard to hold city 
government accountable.
On Nov. 7, I hope you’ll give me the chance to keep  
working to make New York a place we can all afford to  
call home.

  info@stringerfornewyork.com
  stringerfornewyork.com
  stringernyc
  scottmstringer

Michel J. Faulkner
Republican, Conservative,  
Reform, Stop de Blasio

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Improve NYCHA Maintenance 

System
2	�Property Tax Reductions  

for Middle-Class
3	�Federal Tax and Spending 

Fairness

Party Enrolled In: Republican
Current Occupation: Pastor
Previous Occupation: Assistant Dean of Students and Vice-
President of Urban Ministry, Liberty University/Entrepreneur
Education: BA in Communications and Masters in Education 
and Career Counseling, Virginia Tech
Organizational Affiliations: Founder - Institute for 
Leadership, 2005
Prior Public Experience: Co-Chairman of NYC Board of 
Education’s HIV/AIDS Task Force, Task Force on Police 
Community Relations under Rudy Giuliani, Commissioner 
for the City Charter Revision Commission

I believe that the incumbent has done an adequate job as 
Comptroller, in terms of making reports and conducting 
audits, but he has not taken his role seriously enough 
in terms of getting results. It’s important to note that the 
Comptroller’s office has 750 employees that physically 
create the reports and audits. The comptroller is an elective 
office where vision and activism and energy are required. 
We don’t need just another elected bureaucrat. We need 
a vibrant watchdog. I’m going to bring a new spirit to this 
office in 2018 and hold the City Council and the Mayor 
accountable to taxpayers and residents alike.

  info@faulknerfornewyork.com
  faulknerforny.com
  michel.faulkner
  michelfaulkner
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COMPTROLLER
Julia Willebrand
Green

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� End NYC financed corporate 

subsidies
2	�Reinstate stock transfer tax
3	�Promote establishing a  

municipal bank

Party Enrolled In: Green
Current Occupation: Activist
Previous Occupation: Bookkeeper, waitress, private 
investigator, Fulbright Professor to Hungary; SUNY Labor 
College, English Department Chair; Jersey City State 
College, ESL Department, Coordinator; Teacher, PS 84
Education: BA, American Studies, City College NY; MA, 
Adult Education, Teachers College,Columbia U.; Ed.D 
TESOL, Teachers College, Columbia U.
Organizational Affiliations: US Green Party, NYS National 
Delegate; Federation of Green Parties of the Americas US 
Delegate; Sierra Club, former Atlantic Chapter, Conservation 
Chair; Appalachian Mountain Club former Conservation 
Chair; United Federation of Teachers Delegate; OWS 
Alternative Banking Group
Prior Public Experience: Manhattan Solid Waste Advisory 
Board, Chair

As the mother of 2 Public School educated children, born  
in Bklyn, daughter and grand daughter of NY roofers,  
raised in Queens, educated in Manhattan and a worker in  
the Bronx, I know the city well and across many class lines. 
I have the vision to use the independent power of the office 
to benefit every New Yorker and not just the 1%.

  juliaactivist@gmail.com
  JuliaActivist.info
  VoteJuliaNYC
  Julia4NYC

Alex Merced
Libertarian 

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Safer Management of  

Pension Funds
2	�Auditing Spending of  

Taxpayer Funds
3	�Maintain and Improve  

Credit Rating

Party Enrolled In: Libertarian
Current Occupation: Financial Training Specialist
Previous Occupation: Retail Store Owner
Education: B.A. from BGSU
Organizational Affiliations: Libertarian Party of New York
Prior Public Experience: Candidate for U.S. Senate 2016, 
Candidate for Public Advocate 2013

As the next Comptroller of NYC, I want to focus my time 
on making sure the dollars of NYC taxpayers are spent 
wisely, and the pension dollars of NYC workers are invested 
prudently. The management of the NYC Pension Funds is a 
top priority as it secures the retirement of NYC workers but 
also mismanagement results in catch-up payments that  
cost the NYC taxpayer hundreds of millions of dollars.
I hope to focus on protecting the wallets of taxpayer  
dollars and not playing political optics for higher office like 
our current Comptroller. Please visit AlexMercedforNY.com 
to learn about my plans to protect NYC Pensioners  
and Taxpayers.

  Alex@alexmercedforny.com
  alexmercedforny.com
  alexmercedfornewyork
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STATEN ISLAND 
BOROUGH PRESIDENT
Tom Shcherbenko
Democratic, Working Families

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Authentic Community 

Participation in Government
2	�Safe, Responsible, Economical 

Neighborhood Development
3	�Protect Shoreline and  

Green Spaces

Party Enrolled In: Democratic
Current Occupation: Full time candidate for Borough 
President
Previous Occupation: Teacher; Computer Programmer
Education: SUNY Albany: Bachelor of Arts, History;  
Master of Arts, Education
Organizational Affiliations: Mud Lane Society for the 
Renaissance of Stapleton (Historian), Staten Island 
Democratic Association (Past President), United Federation 
of Teachers, Transportation Alternatives, Save Mount Manresa
Prior Public Experience: District Leader, Richmond County 
Democratic Committee

I’ve been a tireless, voluntary community activist.  
When we were ravaged by Sandy, I volunteered with the 
United Federation of Teachers to help people clean out 
their homes. When the Special Olympics raised funds by 
holding the Polar Plunge, I jumped into the ice cold water. 
Whenever a public park needed sprucing up, I was there, 
cleaning up debris or painting park benches.
My experience as a teacher and computer programmer  
has prepared me for this role. I will be a Borough President 
who will listen to and advocate for everyone. We will 
design a comprehensive master plan to address our need 
for quality schools, dignified and economical housing, 
hospitals, and transportation. We will protect our shoreline 
and small businesses. Together, we can solve our problems.

  Tom.Shcherbenko@gmail.com
  tom2017.com
  TomforBP2017
  TOMforBP
  TomforBoroughPresident

James S. Oddo
Republican, Conservative,  
Independence, Reform

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Continuing work on opioid 

epidemic
2	�Transportation and  

infrastructure improvements
3	�Economic development 

throughout our borough

Party Enrolled In: Republican
Current Occupation: Staten Island Borough President
Previous Occupation: City Council Member
Education: JD, New York Law School; BA, Fordham 
University
Organizational Affiliations: Former Co-Chair Mayor’s 
Heroin and Prescription Opioid Public Awareness  
Task Force
Prior Public Experience: 1999-2013 New York City Council, 
50th District; City Council Minority Leader 2002-2013

I have dedicated my life to serving Staten Islanders in city 
government. My talented staff and I live and breathe this 
job every single day, and we have enjoyed many successes 
the last few years, including preserving the Goodhue 
property, articulating a vision for a new health and wellness 
campus at Sea View that is soon to become reality, being 
the catalyst for an unprecedented investment in our city’s 
roads, and bringing an innovative anti-drug curriculum,  
“Too Good For Drugs,” to our schools. From the North Shore  
to the South Shore, Staten Island is enjoying unprecedented 
economic development.

  oddo2017@gmail.com
  oddo2017
  heynowjo
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STATEN ISLAND 
BOROUGH PRESIDENT
Henry J. Bardel
Green

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Tax the 1% at 90%
2	�Repair our infrastructure
3	�Push for Single Payer Healthcare

Party Enrolled In: Green
Current Occupation: Retired
Previous Occupation: NYC Parks and Recreation 
Supervisor
Education: Associate in Applied Science
Organizational Affiliations: WBAI Radio
Prior Public Experience: NYC Parks and Recreation

The problems in this world of poverty, unemployment, 
low wages, environmental problems, homelessness, war, 
legal and illegal drug abuse, alcoholism, racism, ethnic 
scapegoating and lack of adequate healthcare are basically 
caused by a maldistribution of wealth in the United States.
What we have to do is create a democracy where we get 
the facts to make more intelligent decisions and have a 
more equitable society.
From 1944 to 1963 we had a progressive tax system where 
the top bracket was taxed at 90% or over. From 1964 to 1981 
we had a progressive tax system where the top tax bracket 
was taxed at 70% or over. At that time we didn’t have the 
type of bad economy that was created in 2007.
Economically we have to realize that we have 2 important 
forces. They are supply and demand. To make our economy  
work efficiently we have to have supply (goods and services)  
and an equal amount of demand (people with enough 
money to buy back the goods and services being produced).  
This is what causes a healthy equitable economy, It’s as 
simple as that.
As your Borough President I will advocate these ideas for you.

  henry.bardel@yahoo.com
  votebardel2017.info
  ElectHank
  Bardel4SIBP
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 CITY COUNCIL 
DISTRICT 49
Deborah Rose
Democratic, Working Families

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Additional jobs/economic 

development
2	�Increase/improve transportation
3	�Youth job training/Vocational 

services

Party Enrolled In: Democratic
Current Occupation: City Council Member Deputy  
Majority Leader
Previous Occupation: Director of the Liberty State 
Partnership Program at CSI
Education: Port Richmond H.S./Hofstra University
Organizational Affiliations: Member of Community Board  
1 for 30+ yrs/Pres. of S.I. African American Political Assoc.
Prior Public Experience: Elected to the NYC Board of 
Education’s Community School Board in 1996

My accomplishments as the Deputy Majority Leader of the 
City Council include: $50M capital funds to the district; 1150 
union construction jobs and 1350 permanent jobs from the 
New York Wheel/Empire Outlets negotiations; $35M in City 
Capital funds for new ferries; $2M for Richmond Terrace 
Esplanade repair; $13M for RUMC emergency room and 
pressed HHC to complete a health clinic in Park Hill; new 
K-8 school and $7M for improvements for existing schools; 
funded new parks and plazas in the district; provide free 
immigration services once a week from my office.
I am asking to be returned to office to complete the 
following projects: new state of the art Pre-K through 
14 educational complex with a focus on waterfront jobs; 
relocate the Jersey Street garage; replace Cromwell  
Center; expand waterfront access; improve transportation; 
create more affordable housing.
I hope to have earned your vote.

  debirose2017campaign@gmail.com
  debirose2017.com
  debirose2017
  CMDebiRose

Mike Penrose
Republican, Conservative

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Crime and Safety
2	�Transportation and 

Overcrowding
3	�Schools, Recreation and  

Life Quality

Party Enrolled In: Conservative
Current Occupation: Heathcare Management, Husband, 
Father, Coach
Previous Occupation: Managing Director - Institutional 
Trading & Sales, Cullen Asher; Vice President - Fixed 
Income Trading & Portfolio Management, Credit Suisse; 
Senior Auditor - Financial Services, Deloitte
Education: M.B.A. - Finance, Fordham University;  
B.S. - Accounting and Finance, Villanova University
Organizational Affiliations: President - Ward Nixon 
Association; Local Advisory Committee Representative - 
Bay Street Corridor Rezoning
Prior Public Experience: N/A

The North Shore has a remarkable history of ordinary 
people doing extraordinary things, but our community 
deserves more. Crime and safety concerns have grown, 
despite the tireless work of the NYPD. Our neighbors suffer 
through commuting nightmares created by development 
decisions that are quickly leading to overcrowding. Our 
families and residents deserve first-rate schools, enhanced 
cultural programs, better parks, more recreational 
opportunities, and many other quality of life improvements. 
With the proper vision and intelligent decision-making, 
the City Council can directly address these issues with 
appropriate land use. When elected, I will represent our 
neighborhoods to City Hall, rather than just be another 
mouthpiece pushing the Mayor’s agenda on our district.

  mikepenrose2017@gmail.com
  mikepenrose2017.nyc
  MikePenrose2017
  mikepenrose2017
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 CITY COUNCIL 
DISTRICT 49
Kamillah Hanks
Reform

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Responsible Development
2	�Education and Overcrowded 

Schools
3	�Transportation

Party Enrolled In: Democratic
Current Occupation: President of Historic Tappen Park 
Community Partnership, Executive Director of Staten Island 
YouthBuild Program
Previous Occupation: Executive Director, Downtown  
Staten Island Council
Education: College of Staten Island
Organizational Affiliations: City Council Districting 
Commission, 2015 New York State Woman of Distinction 
Honoree, 2009 National Council of Negro Women  
Honoree, SIEDC 20 Under 40 Leadership Award Winner
Prior Public Experience: Representative to NYC Panel for  
Education Policy, President of Van Duzer Street Civic Association,  
Founder of Historic Tappen Park Community Partnership

I am running for City Council in the 49th District because  
it is time to bring vision to Staten Island’s North Shore.  
Our community faces unique challenges that require 
innovative and progressive thinking. As a North Shore 
native, I have an intimate understanding of the primary 
issues our residents face. We need a real leader, who 
understands smart development, public housing solutions, 
and access to education. I believe the next four years  
will determine the next forty years of Staten Island.  
These pivotal times demand a Councilwoman who is 
energetic, prepared, and accessible. Change is at our door, 
and I am the only candidate prepared to answer that call.

  kamillahhanks2017@gmail.com
  hanksforcitycouncil.com
  hanksforcitycouncil
  KamillahMHanks
  khanks2017
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 CITY COUNCIL 
DISTRICT 50
Richard A. Florentino
Democratic

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Citizen-Powered Government
2	�Unplanned Development
3	�Local Economy

Party Enrolled In: Democratic
Current Occupation: Retired
Previous Occupation: Engineer (Design, Operations, 
Construction Management) NYCDEP, Metcalf and Eddy; 
Professor of Mathematics, DeVry University; Instructor 
(Environmental Licenses) NYSDEC
Education: B.S.C.E. Columbia Univ.; M.S. Env. Engr.,Univ.  
of Illinois
Organizational Affiliations: SIDA
Prior Public Experience: NYC DEP, Process Engr,  
SI Treatment Plants

I have lifetime’s experience as an engineer involved 
with complex systems. I saved at least $3 million on one 
large DEP project – and avoided unnecessary costs and 
problems on numerous others.
I am stepping up as a working man – to bring my practical 
skills to government – and do all I can to make my 
neighbors and fellow citizens part of the process.  
Together we can find the political will to deal with the  
issues that have confronted us for decades.
My constituents will know, as soon as I do, of significant 
private developments or government initiatives that will 
impact their lives. I will actively seek out their input. I 
believe in a truly representative government – we can make 
it happen here – and we’ll all be stronger for it.
Our local economy: businesses, workers, investors are the 
foundation of our communities. Together, we can find ways 
to keep them strong and our neighborhoods vibrant in this 
era of globalization and too-big-to-fail.

  rich4midisland@gmail.com
  rich4midisland.com

Steven Matteo
Republican, Conservative,  
Independence, Reform

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Property Tax Relief
2	�More Public Transportation 

Options
3	�Promoting Small Business

Party Enrolled In: Republican
Current Occupation: NYC Council Minority Leader
Previous Occupation: Chief of Staff to Minority Leader 
James Oddo
Education: BA, St. Francis College; JD, Touro Law School
Organizational Affiliations: Public School parent
Prior Public Experience: City Council Member, Council 
Chief of Staff

As a Council Member, it has been a privilege to represent 
our community in City Hall. I see it as my function to get 
Staten Islanders their fair share the City’s budget and be 
our borough’s voice on key issues.
Since taking office, I have put quality of life challenges at 
the forefront of my efforts for the community by tackling 
issues one intersection at a time. I have fought successfully 
for left-turn signals, curbside e-waste pickups, and record 
investments into efforts to rid our streets of litter, graffiti, 
and overgrown weeds.
As a member of the Budget Negotiating Team, I have put 
borough needs at the heart of talks with the Administration. 
In the last four budgets I have won funding for our two 
hospitals, an ever growing anti-litter initiative, an expansion 
of the City’s commitment to provide automated external 
defibrillators to youth baseball leagues, and most recently a 
more robust veterans tax exemption.
There is still more to do, and I would be honored to have 
another four years to continue serving you.

  StevenMatteo2017@gmail.com

No  
acceptable  

photo  
provided
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 CITY COUNCIL 
DISTRICT 51
Dylan M. Schwartz
Democratic, Working Families

TOP 3 ISSUES
1	� Combating Opiod and  

Herion Abuse
2	�Establishing a South Shore  

Ferry
3	�Fight Back Against 

Overdevelopment

Party Enrolled In: Democratic
Current Occupation: Founder of Rose & Thorn 
Technologies
Previous Occupation: Obama for America 2012, Vallone 
for Borough President, The Cannabis Training Institute, 
Students for Sensible Drug Policy, The GLBT Center of 
Central Florida
Education: Rollins College
Organizational Affiliations: Planned Parenthood, DORC, 
SIDA, South Shore Dems, Victory Fund
Prior Public Experience: None

I have plans to deal head-on with drug and opioid 
overdoses by creating the first “Narcan Emergency 
Responder Volunteer” (NERV) program” in the city for 
residents to alert first responders. via text, when there is  
an overdose in their proximity so they can quickly get 
on the scene and administer life-saving treatment. I 
will stand up for our residents and fight back against 
overdevelopment by rezoning our community to protect  
our family homes. I advocate for more education funding 
for our public schools to reduce class sizes as well as 
to upgrade our classrooms with the latest in teaching 
technologies. I will secure funding for a permanent South 
Shore ferry with a park and ride so the residents with 
the longest commute times in the country can get relief. 
I’m running to be your Council Member because we 
need a tenacious and focused representative with the 
temperament and experience to deliver results.

  friendsofdylanschwartz@gmail.com
  dylanforcouncil.com
  Dylan4NY
  Dylan4NY

Also running in City Council District 51:* 

Joseph C. Borelli  
Republican, Conservative, Independence, Reform
*�Candidate did not submit a complete profile in time for inclusion in this  
printed voter guide.







HOW TO VOTE
1 GET YOUR  

BALLOT
♦	 Sign in at the correct table for your Assembly District/Election District 

(these numbers are printed on the cover of your Voter Guide).

3 SCAN YOUR  
BALLOT

♦	 Take your marked ballot to the scanner area.

♦	 Select your language of choice by touching the corresponding button  
on the screen.

♦	 Insert your marked ballot into the scanner to cast your vote.  
The scanner accepts ballots in any direction and reads both sides.  
The scanner will notify you when your vote has been cast.

2 MARK BOTH SIDES  
OF YOUR BALLOT

♦	 Mark your ballot by completely 
darkening the oval next to your 
choice using the pen provided.

Correct Incorrect
J. Doe J. Doe J. Doe J. Doe 

♦	 Do NOT use an “x” or a “✓”, circle 
the oval, or make stray marks.

♦	 For a write-in candidate, fill in the 
appropriate oval and write in the 
candidate’s name.

♦	 Do NOT fold your ballot. 

♦	 Do NOT sign or write your name.

If you need assistance filling in your 
choices, ask a poll worker about using 
the Ballot Marking Device (BMD).

On November 7th, New Yorkers will vote on three statewide ballot proposals. These votes 
give you a chance to have a direct say on important issues that can make a difference for 
you and your neighbors. Below, you can find the text of each question as it will appear on 
your ballot; a summary of the issues prepared by the CFB; and reasons to vote yes or no, 
which are based on public commentary and may not necessarily reflect all the reasons to 
support or oppose each proposal.
To read statements from organizations and individuals who support or oppose these proposals, 
visit the online Voter Guide at nyccfb.info/voterguide. 

BALLOT PROPOSALS 
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REASONS TO VOTE “YES”
♦	 We need a constitutional convention because the state 

legislature has failed to act on the issues we care about. 
Our state constitution is badly out of date, and needs to 
be simplified and modernized for the 21st century.

♦	 It’s too difficult to change the constitution through 
legislation; it requires that a constitutional amendment  
be passed by two consecutive legislatures before the 
public can vote to adopt it. A convention is our best 
chance to enact the changes we need.

♦	 The potential benefits outweigh the costs and the risks.  
Every amendment the convention proposes must be  
approved by a majority of voters before it takes effect,  
so unpopular ideas are unlikely to be enacted.

♦	 We need a convention to amend the constitution to enact 
strong ethics reforms that will put an end to corruption in 
Albany and achieve a more open state government.

♦	 Our election system is broken and outdated. Important 
solutions like no-excuse absentee voting, same-day 
registration, and other election reforms require changes 
to the state constitution.

♦	 We must make changes to the constitution in order to  
reorganize and modernize our outdated court system,  
which would eliminate case backlogs and save money.

♦	 All of our children deserve a great education, and we 
need the constitution to guarantee that public schools 
across the state are funded equitably. 

♦	 The constitution should reflect our priorities, such as 
protections for our environment and civil rights. We need 
an environmental bill of rights and stronger civil rights 
provisions in the constitution.

♦	 The growing burdens of our public pension system are  
too high. We need flexibility to ensure the state can continue  
to meet its obligations to retirees, but the constitution 
makes changes to the pension system extremely difficult.

REASONS TO VOTE “NO”
♦	 A convention is unnecessary, because there is a process 

for the legislature to amend the constitution. In fact, while 
voters have approved over 200 amendments to the 
state constitution in the last 100 years, only six of them 
came from a constitutional convention; the rest were put 
before the voters by the state legislature. If legislators 
do not respond to our concerns, we should elect new 
legislators who will. 

♦	 A convention would be expensive, and it will be dominated  
by political insiders. Legislators can run to be delegates, and  
if elected they will be paid double. Delegates can hire staff,  
which will create patronage jobs for the well-connected.

♦	 A convention will benefit special interests, not the public, 
because the delegate selection process is flawed. Candidates  
for delegate must collect a large number of petition 
signatures and raise funds to finance their campaigns. 
Lobbyists for special interests will target delegates at  
the convention to try to get good deals for their clients.

♦	 Even though the proposed amendments have to be 
approved by the voters, we shouldn’t risk losing some  
of the important protections in our constitution.

♦	 The constitution keeps our state forest preserves  
“forever wild.” If those protections are weakened, developers  
and energy companies could be allowed to build on 
lands reserved for forest and wildlife conservation.

♦	 Our constitution’s commitment to a free public education 
for all our children and its promise to care for the needy 
could be subject to attack.

♦	 The constitution’s protection of pensions for public 
workers could be threatened, and its protections for all 
workers, including benefits for injured workers and the 
right to organize and bargain collectively. 

CFB SUMMARY
Every 20 years, voters are given the opportunity to decide whether a convention should be held to revise or even entirely 
replace the New York State constitution. 
If a majority of New Yorkers votes NO, there will be no convention. 
If a majority votes YES, voters will elect delegates to a constitutional convention in November 2018. 
The 204 delegates—three from each state senate district and 15 at-large statewide delegates—will assemble in April 2019  
to review the state constitution and suggest amendments. Delegates can recommend changes to any part of the constitution,  
or even rewrite the entire constitution. They will vote on the proposed amendments. Amendments that are approved by a 
majority of delegates will be placed on the ballot for voters to decide after the convention adjourns.
Amendments approved by voters statewide will take effect on January 1st of the following year. Amendments that are not 
approved by New York voters will not be enacted.

PROPOSAL 1 
CALLING A STATE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
Shall there be a convention to revise the constitution and amend the same?
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REASONS TO VOTE “YES”
♦	 A public official who has committed a felony in connection  

with his or her job has violated the public trust, and does 
not deserve a taxpayer-funded pension.

♦	 Officials are less likely to commit crimes if they know they 
run the risk of losing their pensions.

REASONS TO VOTE “NO”
♦	 Convicted officials already face punishment for their 

crimes under the law, and they shouldn’t be punished a 
second time by having their pension revoked or reduced.

♦	 This amendment does not go far enough. It should apply 
to all state and local public employees, not just high-level  
elected or appointed officials. Any public servant convicted  
of a serious work-related crime should lose his or her pension.

PROPOSAL 2
ALLOWING THE COMPLETE OR PARTIAL FORFEITURE OF A PUBLIC OFFICER’S PENSION IF HE OR 
SHE IS CONVICTED OF A CERTAIN TYPE OF FELONY
The proposed amendment to section 7 of Article 2 of the State Constitution would allow a court to reduce or revoke the 
pension of a public officer who is convicted of a felony that has a direct and actual relationship to the performance of  
the public officer’s existing duties. Shall the proposed amendment be approved?

CFB SUMMARY
Currently, the New York State Constitution protects the pensions of public officers even when they have been convicted of 
serious crimes. This constitutional amendment would allow a court to reduce or revoke a public officer’s pension after he or 
she has been convicted of a felony directly relating to the performance of his or her job. The court would hold a hearing to 
consider the seriousness of the crime and determine whether the loss of the pension would result in significant hardship for 
the public officer’s dependents.
If a majority of New Yorkers votes YES, the legislature will write the law to put this proposal into effect, and it would apply 
only to crimes committed on or after January 1, 2018. 
The “public officers” covered under this amendment are:
♦	 Elected officials within the state; 
♦	 Officials appointed by the governor;
♦	 Managers and chief financial officers of counties, cities, towns, and villages;
♦	 Heads of state and local government departments, divisions, boards, commissions, bureaus, public benefit corporations, 

and public authorities;
♦	 Judges and justices of the state court system; and
♦	 State employees who are designated by law as policy-makers.
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PROPOSAL 3
AUTHORIZING THE USE OF FOREST PRESERVE LAND FOR SPECIFIED PURPOSES
The proposed amendment will create a land account with up to 250 acres of forest preserve land eligible for use by towns, 
villages, and counties that have no viable alternative to using forest preserve land to address specific public health and 
safety concerns; as a substitute for the land removed from the forest preserve, another 250 acres of land, will be added to 
the forest preserve, subject to legislative approval. The proposed amendment will also allow bicycle trails and certain public 
utility lines to be located within the width of specified highways that cross the forest preserve while minimizing removal of 
trees and vegetation. Shall the proposed amendment be approved?

CFB SUMMARY
The “forever wild” provision in the New York State Constitution protects the Adirondack and Catskill parks by banning any 
new development unless it is specifically approved by state voters through a constitutional amendment. 
The proposed amendment would create two exceptions. First, it would create a land bank of up to 250 acres of forest 
preserve land. A town, village, or county could make a financial contribution to a forest preserve expansion account and 
apply to the Department of Environmental Conservation to use forest preserve land, if it has no viable alternative, for the 
following health and safety purposes:
♦	 To address bridge hazards or eliminate dangerous curves or grades on specified highways.
♦	 To relocate, reconstruct, or maintain highways (with relocation limited to one mile of road).
♦	 For water wells within 530 feet of a specified highway, to meet drinking quality standards.
Second, it would allow bicycle paths and public utility lines to be located within the widths of specified highways that cross 
forest preserve lands, and the addition of stabilization devices (such as guy wires) for existing utility poles if no other viable 
option exists. The amendment requires that such work minimize the removal of trees and vegetation, and it prohibits the 
construction of any new intrastate gas or oil pipeline that was not approved at the state and local level prior to June 1, 2016.
The state will acquire 250 acres to add to the forest preserve to replace the land placed in the health and safety account, 
subject to approval by the Legislature. 

REASONS TO VOTE “YES”
♦	 Communities in the parks need the ability to repair their 

decaying infrastructure and access new services like 
broadband internet.

♦	 Any loss of preserved lands will be offset by the land 
bank’s purchase of new lands to add to the forest preserve.

♦	 The amendment allows use of the land bank for a narrow  
set of specifically designated purposes, thereby safeguarding  
against abuse of the process. The size of the land bank, 
which will be a maximum of 250 acres, will protect 
against over-development.

♦	 The flexibility created by the amendment would allow 
local governments to respond to crises such as the loss 
of a potable water source more quickly than through  
the current amendment process.

REASONS TO VOTE “NO”
♦	 The current process requiring a constitutional amendment  

to develop “forever wild” lands ensures that voters can 
control the process and assess the costs and benefits of 
each specific development project.



28    Visit www.nyccfb.info/voterguide 

	 THE VIDEO VOTER GUIDE
Candidates running for mayor, public advocate, comptroller, borough president, and City Council member are encouraged to 
prepare a taped video statement to be included in the online Guide and aired on TV. The Video Voter Guide will air on NYC.gov 
at 7:00 pm every night, October 29th through November 6th, and at 4:00 pm November 7th. Each broadcast will begin with 
candidates for citywide office, followed by the candidates for borough president and City Council, with a different borough leading 
off each night. You may also watch each candidates’ video statement online at nyccfb.info/voterguide.

Oct. 29 & Nov. 3

MANHATTAN  
STATEN ISLAND  

BRONX  
BROOKLYN  

QUEENS

Oct. 30 & Nov. 4

BRONX  
BROOKLYN  

QUEENS  
MANHATTAN  

STATEN ISLAND

Oct. 31 & Nov. 5

QUEENS  
MANHATTAN  

STATEN ISLAND  
BRONX  

BROOKLYN

Nov. 1 & Nov. 6

STATEN ISLAND  
BRONX  

BROOKLYN  
QUEENS  

MANHATTAN

Nov 2. & Nov. 7

BROOKLYN  
QUEENS  

MANHATTAN  
STATEN ISLAND  

BRONX

Find NYC.gov on Cablevision and Time Warner Cable Channel 74, RCN Channel 81, or Verizon FiOs Channel 24.

	 THE DEBATE PROGRAM
The CFB partners with media, educational, and civic organizations to sponsor the Debate Program, which allows New Yorkers to 
hear directly from the candidates for mayor, public advocate, and comptroller, and compare them side-by-side as they discuss issues. 
Two debates are held before each primary and general election, and an additional debate is held in case of a runoff election.  
All candidates for citywide office who are participating in the Campaign Finance Program, are on the ballot, and meet a minimum 
financial threshold are required to take part in at least one debate. Candidates who are not participating in the matching funds 
program may also be invited to join the debate, provided they meet the same nonpartisan criteria. 

GENERAL ELECTION DEBATE SCHEDULE*

MAYOR
Tuesday, Oct. 10, 7:00 PM

TV: 	 	 NY1, NY1 Noticias (Spanish) 
Radio: 	WNYC
Sponsors: NY1 Sponsor Group

PUBLIC ADVOCATE
Monday, Oct. 16, 7:00 PM

TV: 	 	 NY1, NY1 Noticias  
Radio: 	WNYC
Sponsors: NY1 Sponsor Group

COMPTROLLER
Tuesday, Oct. 17, 7:00 PM

TV: 	 	 NY1, NY1 Noticias  
Radio: 	WNYC
Sponsors: NY1 Sponsor Group

MAYOR 
LEADING CONTENDERS

Wednesday, Nov. 1, 7:00 PM
TV: 	 	 WCBS  
		  WLNY-TV 10/55 (Spanish)
Radio: 	1010WINS  
		  NewsRadio 880
Sponsors: CBS Sponsor Group

PUBLIC ADVOCATE 
LEADING CONTENDERS

Saturday, Oct. 21, 9:00 AM
TV: 	 	 WCBS  
		  WLNY-TV 10/55
Radio: 	1010WINS  
		  NewsRadio 880
Sponsors: CBS Sponsor Group

COMPTROLLER 
LEADING CONTENDERS

Sunday, Oct. 22, 8:00 AM
TV: 	 	 WCBS  
		  WLNY-TV 10/55
Radio: 	1010WINS  
		  NewsRadio 880
Sponsors: CBS Sponsor Group

* �This schedule is subject to change, as debates will only be held if two or more participating candidates meet the eligibility criteria.  
Please visit nyccfb.info/debates2017 for the most up-to-date information.

NY1 Sponsor Group CBS Sponsor Group



I donate $20

+

$140

=

$120
Matching

Funds

$20
My Original 
Contribution

Total Impact of 
My Contribution

NYC’s Campaign Finance Program is one of the strongest in the nation. Candidates who qualify and 
abide by spending limits may receive public funds, matched at a rate of $6-to-$1 on the first $175 
of a contribution. This means that when NYC residents donate to local candidates participating in the 
Program, they can receive $6 from the city for each dollar contributed.

Candidates must collect small-dollar donations from their constituents to qualify for public funds. As a 
result, candidates in the Program spend more of their time campaigning in their communities, listening 
to the concerns of average New Yorkers, instead of working for wealthy donors or special interests. 
Matching funds also help New Yorkers from all backgrounds run for city office, giving us more choices  
at the polls and ensuring that the diversity that makes our city strong is reflected in our government. 
Visit nyccfb.info/program to learn more.

 NEW YORK CITY’S

MATCHING FUNDS PROGRAM

Candidate B,
a non-participant

Candidate A,
a Program participant

==
$140+ $980=$840

in matching funds
$140

in total

In addition to receiving matching funds through the program, Candidate A is able to interact with more 
people in the community, as the program encourages candidates to seek small-dollar donations.
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I DON’T KNOW IF I’M REGISTERED TO VOTE— 
HOW CAN I FIND OUT? 

Go to voting.nyc to check your registration status 
online, or call 866-VOTE-NYC (TTY 212-487-5496 for 
the hearing impaired) for assistance.

COULD MY REGISTRATION HAVE EXPIRED? 

Your registration has no expiration date. However, if you  
did not vote in the last two federal elections, or you 
moved without updating your address with the BOE,  
your registration may be considered “inactive” and 
your name may not appear in the voter roll at your poll 
site. You can still vote by affidavit ballot. 

WHERE DO I GO TO VOTE? 

If you received this Guide in the mail, your poll site 
location is printed on the cover. You can also check 
online at voting.nyc or call 866-VOTE-NYC. 

Remember to confirm your poll site on Election Day.

DO I NEED TO SHOW IDENTIFICATION TO VOTE? 

In most cases, you do not need identification to vote.  
However, if you are newly registered or recently moved  
and are voting for the first time at your poll site, you may  
need to show identification to vote in this election.

WHAT IF I MOVED WITHIN NEW YORK CITY SINCE  
THE LAST TIME I VOTED? 

When you move, New York State law requires you  
to change your address with the BOE within 25 days.  
You do this by submitting a new voter registration  
form and filling in the information on the form, 
including the box labeled “Voting information that  
has changed.” Fill in your new and old address,  
check the box for the party you wish to be enrolled  
in (do this even if you were enrolled in a party at 
your old address), and provide any other requested 
information. If you moved but you didn’t change your 
address with the BOE before the deadline, you should 
go to your new polling place and vote by affidavit 
ballot. Call 866-VOTE-NYC to find out whether your 
change of address has been processed. 

WHAT IF MY NAME IS NOT IN THE VOTER BOOK?

Make sure you are signing in at the correct table for  
your assembly and election district. If you received 
this Voter Guide in the mail, you can find your district 
numbers on the cover. You can also find them on the 
mailer that the BOE sends to all registered voters 
before each election. Poll workers can look up your 
name and address and determine which district you 
live in as well. 

You can also check to make sure that you are 
registered by going to voting.nyc.

If you’re unable to find your assembly and election  
district numbers but believe that you are still eligible to 
vote, ask a poll worker for an affidavit ballot and follow 
the instructions. 

WHAT IS AN AFFIDAVIT BALLOT?

An affidavit ballot is a paper ballot you can request 
if you’re not listed in the voter book but believe you 
are eligible to vote and are at the correct polling site 
(for example, if you moved without updating your 
address or your address change wasn’t processed in 
time for you to appear in the voter book). Follow the 
instructions to fill out this ballot and the envelope, and 
give it to a poll worker when you are done. After the 
election, the Board of Elections will check its records—
if you were eligible to vote, were at the correct poll 
site, and filled out the ballot and envelope correctly, 
your vote will be counted. If not, you will receive a 
notice that your vote did not count.

Your affidavit envelope serves as a registration form 
for future elections if you were not eligible to vote and 
you filled it out correctly.

WHAT IF A POLL WATCHER CHALLENGES MY 
RIGHT TO VOTE?

If a poll watcher challenges your right to vote, e.g., 
states that you are not the person you claim to be or 
that you don’t live in the district, you can ask a poll 
worker to administer an oath to you to affirm your 
qualifications to vote. You will swear under penalty  
of perjury that you are eligible and qualified to vote, 
after which you will be permitted to vote on a regular 
(not affidavit) ballot.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

ABOUT VOTING



COME TO A VAAC MEETING
The CFB’s Voter Assistance Advisory Committee 
(VAAC) holds public meetings throughout the year 
to solicit testimony from elected officials, good 
government groups, and New Yorkers about how  
to improve voting in our city.

Voting is how you can make a difference on the issues 
that matter to you. Share your NYC voting experience at 
a VAAC meeting and help us reform our election laws 
so that all New Yorkers can get registered and cast a 
ballot that counts. Meetings are open to the public and 
livestreamed. To view past meetings, visit nyccfb.info/live.

For a list of upcoming meetings, please visit  
nyccfb.info/about/calendar.

NYC is one of the greatest cities  
in the country, but our city is only  
as strong as its citizens’ voices.

Make your voice heard. Follow us  
@nycvotes to join the conversation and  
stay up-to-date on your city elections. 

Your vote matters. Make it count!

WHAT IF I CAN’T GET TO MY POLLING PLACE ON  
ELECTION DAY? 

You can vote by absentee ballot if you are unable 
to get to your polling place due to absence from 
the county or New York City on Election Day; 
temporary or permanent illness or physical disability; 
hospitalization; duties related to primary care of one or 
more individuals who are ill or disabled; or detention 
in a veterans administration hospital, jail, or prison, 
awaiting trial or action by a grand jury, or in prison for a 
conviction of a crime or offense that was not a felony. 

By mail: Call 866-VOTE-NYC to request an absentee 
ballot application or download it from the BOE’s 
website, vote.nyc.ny.us. Fill out the application and 
mail it to your BOE borough office by the deadline.  
The BOE will send you an absentee ballot. Fill it out 
and mail it by the deadline to your BOE borough office 
(see “Election Dates and Deadlines” on page 3). 

In person: Absentee voting in person begins as soon 
as the ballots are available (at least 32 days before an 
election) and ends on Election Day. It is conducted at 
your BOE borough office Monday–Friday and on the 
weekend prior to Election Day, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,  
and until 9:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Please note: If the deadline for requesting an 
absentee ballot by mail has passed and you cannot 
appear at your poll site on Election Day because 
of an accident or sudden illness, you can send a 
representative to your BOE borough office with a 
written letter of authorization to obtain an absentee 
ballot on your behalf. A completed application and 
your completed ballot must be returned to your  
BOE borough office by 9:00 p.m. on Election Day. 

CAN I VOTE IF I WAS CONVICTED OF A FELONY? 

If you have been convicted of a felony, you can 
register and vote after you complete your sentence 
and/or parole. 

CAN I VOTE IF I WAS CONVICTED OF  
A MISDEMEANOR? 

You can register and vote, even from jail, if you have 
been convicted of only a misdemeanor. The same 
rules apply whether you were convicted in a New York 
court, another state’s court, or a federal court. You do 
not need to provide any documentation.

I AM CURRENTLY HOMELESS, CAN I VOTE? 

Yes, homeless people can register and vote in New York City.
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E This Voter Guide is produced by the New York City 
Campaign Finance Board (CFB) to help city voters 
make informed choices at the polls. For every regularly 
scheduled city primary and general election, the CFB 
creates and mails a Guide to every registered city 
voter – in English and Spanish citywide and in Chinese, 
Korean, and Bengali in targeted areas – and produces 
an online Guide in these languages. 
This Guide lists all the candidates who were  
expected to be on the ballot at the time of publication. 
Some candidates may have been removed from  
the ballot since this Guide went to press. Check the  
online Guide at nyccfb.info/voterguide for the most 
up-to-date information, as well as taped candidate 
video statements.
The profiles and photos in this Guide were submitted 
to the CFB by the candidates, all of whom have 
affirmed that the information in their profiles is true  
to the best of their knowledge. The information 
provided by the candidates is reprinted as it was 
supplied to the CFB except in the case of egregious 
errors and minor formatting issues, which may be 
corrected by the CFB prior to publication. The views 
expressed in the candidate statements do not 
represent those of the CFB. 

This Voter Guide was prepared by the Communications Unit of the  
Campaign Finance Board – Crystal Choy, Gina Chung, Winnie Ng, 
Jordan Pantalone, Sarah Spector, and Elizabeth A. Upp – with the 
assistance of the Candidate Guidance and Policy Unit.

The New York City 2017 General Election Voter Guide.  
Copyright © 2017 by the New York City Campaign Finance Board.  
All rights reserved. Cover design by Winnie Ng. Interior design by 
BaselineGroupNY. Made in the USA.
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2017’s NEW “I VOTED” STICKER
DESIGNED BY MARIE DAGATA & SCOTT HEINZ

Your “I Voted” sticker is a great way to show that 
you care about the future of your city.

Share your #IVoted sticker selfies on Election Day  
and tag us @nycvotes!

GENERAL OFFICE
32-42 Broadway  

7th Floor  
New York, NY 10004  

(212) 487-5400

BRONX
1780 Grand Concourse  

5th Floor  
Bronx, NY 10457  
(718) 299-9017

BROOKLYN
345 Adams Street  

4th Floor  
Brooklyn, NY 11201  

(718) 797-8800

QUEENS
118-35 Queens Blvd.  
Forest Hills, NY 11375  

(718) 730-6730

MANHATTAN 
200 Varick Street  

10th Floor 
New York, NY 10014  

(212) 886-2100

STATEN ISLAND
1 Edgewater Plaza  

4th Floor  
Staten Island, NY 10305  

(718) 876-0079

	 CONTACT THE NYC BOARD OF ELECTIONS (BOE) 

You can register to vote, change your registration, vote absentee, apply to be a poll 
worker, and more with the New York City Board of Elections (BOE). Reach the BOE:

visit vote.nyc.ny.us call the voter hotline at  
866-VOTE-NYC (TTY 212-487-5496  

for the hearing impaired) 

visit your BOE office
OR OR


