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TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AT THE STREET CO-NAMING FOR RAYMOND FRANCIS GOFFIO
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: Thank you, Adam and Terri, that was absolutely beautiful. I think you’ve captured so much. And everyone, look, I feel like – and I don’t think – if Ray were here and I compared him to a saint, he might like it, he might start laughing but you know what, in a way a saint walked among us. Anyone who spent time with Ray knew it. This was someone who just here to help everybody else. All heart all the time. And I want to give some credit where credit is due. This family – this wonderful family brought him up and gave him that heart, gave him that love for everyone else. Let’s thank the family of [inaudible].

[Applause]

I also want to say if Ray were here, everyone here knows how much he was devoted to those who serve in uniform. He was devoted to the NYPD, the FDNY. He cared and made sure that all of those who took care of us were also honored and taken care of. So, to all of the first responders here – let’s thank them for all they do.

[Applause]

I have – like so many people here I have too many stories I could tell you. I think it’s fair to say that Ray was a colorful person, a guy with a lot of personality, a guy with a lot of heart. He deserved to be called the Mayor of East 5th Street but I think of him for a lot of other reasons. I think of him because of what he did at Ground Zero. I think of him because of the Wall of Remembrance which he played an instrumental role in. I think of him in terms of every child – that story that Terri told – every child he helped, every child he’d encourage to get involved in sports. I think of him – if you’re a baseball fan, I’m a total baseball fan, if you’re a baseball fan you’d like spending time with Ray because he lived it, he breathed it, he loved that game so much. 

A guy so full of life. Everybody, yes, it is a tragedy that he’s not here but I always like to remember when someone took the time they had on this Earth and they lived it to the fullest because that doesn’t happen all the time. There was something about Ray – the way he lived, every moment was precious. Every time he was with another human being he was 110 percent right there because he cared so much.

So, we all are blessed. Anyone who knew him, you’re blessed. And we’re always going to remember – we didn’t need a street sign to remember him because he was unforgettable but we want a street sign to remember him because we want to keep telling the story. He’s going to live on every time someone looks at that and says, who was that guy, what did he do, what was the egg cream all about? He reminds us how good people can be. And I’m going to finish with a simple point. It’s a simple point but it’s a challenging point. Let’s try and live like him – not an easy task, not an easy task because we’re all normal, we’re all humans, we’re going to think about ourselves. He was always thinking about others. Let’s try and live just a little more like Ray and it will be a better world. Thank you.

[Applause]
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