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IN NEW ADS, NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF SANITATION, WE     NYC 

CAMPAIGN CALL ON ALL RESIDENTS TO DO THEIR PART: 

 

DON’T LEAVE **IT ON THE SIDEWALK        , AND IF YOU SEE A LITTERER, TELL 

’EM WHERE TO STICK IT          

 

NEW YORK – Amid noticeable and documented improvements in the cleanliness of our 

neighborhoods, one crisis persists: the preponderance of litter and dog waste on our sidewalks. 

Today, the New York City Department of Sanitation, in collaboration with the Partnership for 

New York City, launched a substantial marketing campaign to shame these "garbage" New 

Yorkers – litterers and dog-poopetrators – once and for all. This is the first major anti-littering 

campaign by DSNY in at least 15 years. 
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“New Yorkers have had enough of litter, enough of filth on our sidewalks, and enough of feeling 

like there's nothing they can do about it,” said New York City Mayor Eric Adams. “This 

administration has committed to ‘Get Stuff Clean,’ and our strategy is working, but we need 

everyone to do their part, and that's what this campaign is all about.” 

 

“Since the start of this administration, Mayor Adams has unleashed a tidal wave of cleanliness 

on our City, and the crest of this wave is finally hitting our streets – yet some people continue to 

fail in their basic duty to keep our neighborhoods clean by littering or not cleaning up after their 

dog. I don’t know why they do it, and frankly, I don’t care why they do it. All I know is, if I see 

someone littering, I’ll tell them where to stick it,” said Jessica Tisch, Commissioner of the New 

York City Department of Sanitation. 

 

“If we want a clean city, every New Yorker needs to do their part,” said Kathryn Wylde, 

President and CEO of the Partnership for New York City. “The Department of Sanitation 

has upped their game, but they need our help! We’re asking New Yorkers to get engaged in the 

future of our city at welovenyc.nyc.” 

 

WE    NYC is a citywide initiative to mobilize New Yorkers to come together to inspire civic 

action. Showcasing how New Yorkers can do their part when it comes to litter, the Partnership 

for New York City is supporting this important initiative via its donated media and other means. 

This ad campaign, designed pro bono in a collaboration between award-winning creative agency 

VMLY&R and the Department of Sanitation, is intended to enlist all New Yorkers in the work of 

calling out the offensive behavior that continues to disrupt the cleanliness of our streets. They 

will run on bus shelters and LinkNYC kiosks across the five boroughs for the remainder of April. 

 

“VMLY&R NY is thrilled to partner with the City on such an important anti-litter initiative. 

With nearly 1,000 employees working and living in and around NYC, we take great pride in our 

City and want to do all we can to keep it clean. With Spring in full bloom – it’s time to get out 



there and be part of the solution, not the problem,” said Beth Ann Kaminkow, NY CEO, 

VMLY&R. 

 

“New Yorkers don’t sugarcoat things. We say what we mean. The tone in these ads speak like 

New Yorkers: blunt, direct and with a little bit of wit to serve as a reminder that Real New 

Yorkers don’t sit around and wait for others to pick **it up,” added Wayne Best, Chief 

Creative Officer, VMLY&R New York. 

 

This ad campaign comes at a time of great strategic realignment for DSNY around the core 

mission of cleanliness. As part of Mayor Adams’ commitment to Get Stuff Clean, DSNY is now 

cleaning more than 1,500 long-ignored areas across the City, cracking down on the scourge of 

illegal dumping, and getting us clean and accessible streets by substantially changing the hours at 

which trash are set out – and how it is collected. 

 

High resolution versions of the images from this campaign can be seen here. 

 

About the New York City Department of Sanitation 

The Department of Sanitation (DSNY) keeps New York City clean, safe, and healthy by 

collecting, recycling, and disposing of waste, cleaning streets, attacking the scourge of illegal 

dumping, and clearing snow and ice. The Department operates 59 district garages and manages a 

fleet of more than 2,000 rear-loading collection trucks, 450 mechanical brooms, 705 salt 

spreaders, and several dozen bike lane operations machines. Under the Adams Administration, 

the Department is aggressively cleaning more parts of the City than ever before, including over 

1,000 long-ignored areas spread across every neighborhood. With the highest wintertime 

uniformed headcount in 20 years, DSNY is more equipped than ever to remove snow and ice 

from the approximately 19,000 lane-miles of City streets. 
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