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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 27, 2017
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO, COMMISSIONER O’NEILL AND CHANCELLOR FARIÑA HOLD MEDIA AVAILABILITY
 
Police Commissioner James P. O’Neill: At 10:45 this morning, we had a tragic incident at the Urban Assembly of Wildlife Conservation, a high school located at 2024 Mohegan Avenue. The Mayor is going to speak, and then Chief Bob Boyce will give you the details of the incident and the ongoing investigation, and then Schools chancellor Fariña will make a statement, and we’ll take some Q and A.
 
Mr. Mayor?
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: Thank you very much, Commissioner.
 
Well, all our hearts are very heavy right now. I want to speak first as a parent, and my heart goes out to the families who have been affected by this tragedy. This is something every parent, every morning worries about – the safety of their child. And at this moment we have one child’s life that was lost, one child fighting for his life, and another child – the one who committed this action – whose life will be destroyed by this action. And this is a painful, painful tragedy. For the families, we will do all we can to support them, and we will do all we can to support the school community, which is reeling right now because of this incident. We’re going over to the school shortly to talk to the principal and teachers and members of the school community and to offer all the support we can.
 
A full investigation is underway. You’ll hear from Chief Boyce in a moment. We have only very preliminary information after just a few hours, so I will tell you upfront there’s a lot of answers we are looking for – how this unfolded and why – we do not have all those answers right now. A full investigation is underway.
 
But nonetheless we do know this as a fact that it has been many, many years in this city since we lost a child in a school in this kind of violent incident, and it is all the more troubling for that reason. It’s unacceptable to ever lose a child to violence in a school building, and we will redouble our efforts to protect every child. We will use every measure to make sure that every child is safe.
 
My message to all my fellow parents is that you should know how intensely the NYPD works every day including, of course, everyone at School Safety and everyone at the Department of Education to protect our children. And all of us are feeling this tragedy very personally because we know it is our mission to protect every child. I want to thank Commissioner O’Neill, everyone at the NYPD, everyone at School Safety. I want to thank Chancellor Fariña and everyone at DOE for all they are doing to respond to this incident. I want to thank District Attorney Clark for being here with us to deal with all that will come. Assemblymember Sepúlveda, thank you for your support at this difficult moment for everyone here and for all the men and women of the 4-8 precinct. We are all feeling this tragedy in common and will have more to say later in the day as more facts emerge and after we’ve had a chance to talk to members of the school community as well.
 
Chief of Detectives Robert Boyce, NYPD: Good afternoon, everyone.
 
The information I’m going to give you now is preliminary. Facts are still emerging in this case right now, so this is what we now know. As the commissioner said around 10:45 this morning two males were stabbed, one fatally, inside this high school – the 5th floor classroom they were at. The first male was 15 years old, and he was stabbed once in the chest. He later expired at 11:25 hours at St. Barnabas Hospital. The second male was 16 years old. He was also stabbed in the chest. He is at St. Barnabas Hospital right now, and his condition is critical but stable as we speak. An 18 year old male was immediately taken into custody, a knife was recovered.
 
The knife is – was recovered is a switch blade. It is this knife right here. It is a three inch blade with a four inch handle, and it goes out the front when you press it. It is a spring action. It’s considered a switch blade. We recovered that at the scene. He has made statements to us explaining what happening, which I will not go into right now. He is an 18 year old male. He is upstairs in this building right now. We’re speaking to him as we talk right now. That’s what I have right now. 
 
We believe that this argument – this thing has been going on for maybe two weeks into the school, and it escalated today after some back and forth within the classroom. This was a 3rd period – started about 10:15, so about a half hour into the class this fight erupted. That’s what we know.
 
Thanks.
 
Schools Chancellor Carmen Fariña: Every parent has the right to expect that when they send their children to school in the morning they will come back at 3 o’clock and in very good shape. Today, unfortunately, some families will not be feeling this security. One of the things that I want to reassure people is we have sent a letter home with the entire student body at the school to let parents know what is happening, and what we will be doing going forward. One of the most important things tomorrow is there will be grief counselors and extra guidance counselors in the school, for not only the students but for the teachers and for anyone else who wants to avail themselves of it. And this will be a school that we will be closely supporting in as many ways as possible.
 
Unknown: Okay, we’re going to take some general question right now on this topic.
 
Question: Can we ask about metal detectors? For the Schools Chancellor or who is going to answer that? Are there metal detectors in the school? How many schools are in the location?
 
Chief of Community Affairs Joanne Jaffe, NYPD: So there’s technically two schools in this location. Wildlife Conservation School is a junior high school and a high school, so I am counting that as one school. And then there is P.S. 67 which is on the second floor. They are separated by what floor they’re on. This school does not have metal detectives – metal detectors. There are approximately 75-78 schools in the city that do have some type of scanning. This is a school that was – it was determined that it did not need metal detectors.
 
Question: Is there now a feeling that it does need metal detectors?
 
Chief Jaffe: We’ll review that and take a look at that.
 
Mayor: Let me just add on that point. There will be immediately random screening done with metal detectors starting tomorrow and additional personnel will brought in from School Safety tomorrow as well.
 
Question: [Inaudible] age. How young are the students at the school, at P.S.67?
 
Chancellor Fariña: 67 is a pre-K to five, and then six to 12 is a middle school that goes all the way up to as you heard before 18 years old. Because there are overaged students in that building.
 
Question: How many students are in the school?
 
Chancellor Fariña: About 1,100.
 
Question: We’re hearing that the alleged attacker may have been a victim of bullying?
 
Chief Bob Boyce: That’s still being developed right now. As I said they’ve going back and forth for about two weeks since the school started. We’re speaking to this individual now. And – to get that is one side of that narrative. So we don’t have that full story yet. So I can’t tell you that right now.
 
Question: Is there any indication from the school as of yet if there had been made even in the two weeks of schools it’s been going on? Anything on record with this 18-year-old, [inaudible] on having problems?
 
Chief Boyce: As far as we know right now there has been nothing on record between these students.
 
Question: Chief Boyce, you mentioned that it occurred in a classroom. Was there class going on at the time?
 
Chief Boyce: There was.
 
Question: How many kids were there?
 
Chief Boyce: There was. Right now, we’re counting them up. And we believe there were 15-20 other students in the class when this happened about a half hour into the term.
 
Question: What class was it? Do you know?
 
Chief Boyce: I believe it’s a history class.
 
Question: And how did it resolve itself. You know what happened but [inaudible] –
 
Chief Boyce: Sure, the perpetrator walked out of the room, was confronted by a counselor in the hallway where she asked for the knife and recovered the knife. He then walked into the assistant principal’s office and sat there and the police were called.
 
Question: Question about the metal detectors. The weapon you showed – would that have been something that a metal detector would pick up? And Mr. Mayor you said that you are doing random screenings starting tomorrow. Is that just at this school, or is that citywide?
 
Mayor: At this school.
 
Chief Boyce: The question you asked – it would have been picked up on the metal detectors. No question.
 
Question: It would be, it would be picked up?
 
Chief Boyce: I would say, it would be, yes.
 
Question: How does a random screening work?
 
Chief Boyce: That’s not me.
 
Mayor: [Inaudible] let’s describe what – Mark you also join?
 
Chief Jaffe: Okay, so there are some schools in this city –
 
Mayor: Talk about tomorrow, what we’re going to do here. Let’s clarify that.
 
Chief Jaffe: Oh, I’m sorry. So tomorrow we’ll do random where we could bring wands to the school ,and we’ll do random screening of kids that’ll enter the school, and then we’ll increase our allotment school safety agents.
 
Question: Is that going to go on – the random screening - until the rest of the week or just tomorrow?
 
Chief Jaffe: We’ll take a look at that, but my guess is it’ll go on for an undetermined amount of time.
 
Question: Until there is a plan to put in detector, I mean like –
 
Mayor: [inaudible]
 
Deputy Chief Executive for Safety and Security Mark Rampersant, Department of Education: So the plan – we’re going – tomorrow we’ll entail the machines as well as hand wands, and we’ll continue on day-by-day to determine overall need.
 
Question: Mayor how do you prevent an overreaction to terrible incidents like this? You know you want to have –
 
Mayor: Well again, we need to know the facts on this incident. We don’t have the facts yet. That’s why an investigation is underway. We will look at the whole history in terms of the school and from everything we know, so far this is a school that thank God had been very safe. So I think the important thing to keep in mind is each school community where the leaders from the Department of Education and with School Safety makes decisions as to the level of security needed in consultation of course with the larger NYPD. We’re going to continue that effort to constantly reassess. There are times when we add in additional screening in the course of a school year. We will make that decision with the NYPD.
 
Question: When was the last time there was violence and a child died in a school?
 
Mayor: We’re going to get an exact fact, but many years is what my indication is. Potentially decades, we’ll get you that fact.
 
Unknown: We’ll take one or two, and they’ll we’ll have more information as it becomes available.
 
Question: There have already been some people – Greg Floyd who oversees the union [inaudible] – for refusing that he has been warning about this for the last three years and that the administration has said he doesn’t know what he’s talking about and that more schools need metal detectors [inaudible] more seriously. I wanted to see if you wanted to respond to his comments and sort of more generally –
 
Mayor: Again, no one should politicize a tragedy is the first thing I would say. The second thing I would say is that the leading security experts in this nation are the NYPD. Every decision about school safety is made with the NYPD. So with all due respect to him, I have a lot more faith in Commissioner O’Neill and Chief Conroy and all of the leadership at the NYPD who every day think about this issue and make decisions they believe are appropriate for our young people. That’s the bottom line. And if you look at the record of our school safety officers – the way they have driven down crime and driven down violence of the last five years has been extraordinary consistent with what’s happening around this city in general. So I want to put my faith in the experts.
 
Question: Do you know how he brought the knife in to the building? Was it in the backpack? Was it –
 
Commissioner O’Neill: That part of the – of the investigation. Just keep in mind that this incident happened, this tragedy happened about three hours ago. So this is all preliminary information that we’re giving you here. So we’ll have more information as time goes on, but at this point this is what we can share with you.
 
Question: [Inaudible]
 
Unknown: Last one, last one. We’re not going to discuss that at this point. As I said – as we’ve all said – this is a new investigation. These are detailed questions that we don’t have answers for now. Whether we do it later, just wrap it up over here please.
 
Question: Can we get a soundbite in Spanish please? Does anyone speak Spanish?
 
Mayor: Chancellor?
 
Question: Can we have a picture of the knife held up?
 
Mayor: We’ll get that to you later.
 
[Chancellor Fariña speaks in Spanish]
 
Mayor: Thank you, everyone.
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