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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 3, 2016
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO HOSTS PUBLIC HEARING FOR AND SIGNS INTROS. 539-A, 606-B, 824-A, 1026-A, 1142-A, 1231, 697-A, 1169-A, and 1227; HOLDS PUBLIC HEARING FOR INTRO. 1063-A

Mayor Bill de Blasio: Alright, thank you very much Jon Paul Lupo. Good morning, everyone.
 
Audience: Good morning.
 
Mayor: There we go. They’ve woken up, Jon Paul.
 
Good morning. Welcome to this hearing. Now, we’re going to do several other bills before we do the street renaming. So, just bear with us. We’re going to move through everything very quickly today. So, I want to ask of all my colleagues – let’s all work on brevity together so we can get through this because we got a lot of business to do.
 
First, we have a group of bills that improve transparency at the NYPD and the Department of Probation. Recent events – recent tragic events all over the country remind us of the work that we have to do to bring police and community together. The NYPD is already retraining all officers to avoid the use of the force, and constrain the use of force, and to recognize and overcome implicit biases. And we are expanding the use of body cameras which has given the NYPD – will give the NYPD more information, and will give the people more confidence.
 
But when it comes to transparency and accountability, we can do more – and we have three bills that will take us even further in the right direction. Intro. 539-A requires the NYPD to issue a quarterly report on use-of-force, and an annual report on use-of-excessive-force. The sponsor is Councilmember Rory Lancman.
 
Intro. 606-B requires the NYPD to issue a quarterly report on the use of force broken down by how the NYPD made the initial approach. The sponsor is Councilmember Jumaane Williams.
 
Intro. 824-A requires the NYPD to issue an annual report on the number of officers deployed in each precinct, each Housing, PSA, and Transit District with a recent history of the following – substantiated CCRB, Internal Affairs investigations resulting in suspension, findings of the use of excessive force, or arrests as a result of actions taken while on duty or in relation to their job function. The sponsor is Councilmember Debi Rose.
 
We also have two bills that will give us a greater understanding of recidivism, and help us determine which Department of Probation programs are most effective. Intro. 1026-A requires the Department of Probation to issue an annual report on its services. Intro. 1142-A requires the Department of Probation to issue an annual report on factors that lead to recidivism and data related to those on probation. Both bills are sponsored by Councilmember Elizabeth Crowley.
 
Last, we have a bill that adds important language to Local Law 80 of 2016 which requires ticket sellers to be licensed by the Department of Consumer Affairs. This law has a rebuttable presumption, meaning the place of entertainment was responsible for violations by those selling tickets on its behalf however this was not intended to apply when a ticket vendor sells counterfeit or unauthorized tickets. Intro. 1231 creates an exemption that states a place of entertainment cannot be held accountable for violations by vendors who sell counterfeit or unauthorized tickets. This will allow our city to enforce the law while protecting businesses from having to pay the penalty for the behavior of bad actors.
 
I want to thank Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, Consumer Affairs Commissioner Lorelei Salas, Council Member Rafael Espinal, the Chair of the Consumer Affairs Committee, Councilmember Elizabeth Crowley, the Chair of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice; Councilmember Dan Garodnick, the sponsor of Intro. 1231.
 
And now it’s my great pleasure to introduce someone who has done such good for this city – and we want to thank him once again – our Police Commissioner Bill Bratton.
 
[Applause]
 
Commissioner Bill Bratton: Good morning – a pleasure to be here both for the bill signing. And I would like to acknowledge before very brief remarks about that bill signing that the street naming that would occur subsequent to the bill signing – three members, four members of the New York City Police Department will be so honored this morning. So, I just want to acknowledge that. Deputy Commissioner Larry Burn who lost a brother in 1989, murdered in the streets of New York – New York City police officer will be participating in that bill signing event representing the Department. I’ve had the opportunity to meet with the families earlier. So, I want to thank the Council and the Mayor for that honor that you’re going to bestow on members of the Department.
 
Relative to the bills that the Mayor mentioned, they are in fact reflective of the new era of transparency that we’re trying to bring to the NYPD, working with the Mayor and the City Council. The use-of-force reporting that will be available online for anybody to look where we are with some degree of intimacy – it is building on something we have done for many years in this city where we have reported intimately all uses of firearms in the Department – firearm discharges. We have one of the lowest – if not lowest rates of firearm discharge in America – 67 incidents last year with 36,000 officers in a city of eight-and-a-half million people.
 
Similarly, our use of force in every other category, we believe, is below the national average, but will now have transparency and intimacy very similar to what we’ve have with firearms for many, many decades available for all to see in the media, the pubic, the political leadership – reflective of the need for greater transparency as we work to improve and build upon the relationships that we must have with our communities.
 
New York has become a very safe city, but it’s a shared responsibility to keep it that way – shared responsibility between our elected officials, police department, and the communities that we both collectively serve.
 
So, it’s a pleasure to be here today to witness the signing of these bills, and I want to thank all who participated in the process that brought us here this morning.
 
Thank you, Mr. Mayor.
 
[Applause]
 
Mayor: Thank you.
 
And now the Commissioner for the Department of Probation, Ana Bermudez.
 
[Applause]
 
[…]
 
Mayor: Thank you very much. Thank you, commissioner, and now Councilmember Rory Landman’s sponsored Intro. 539-a.
 
[…]
 
Mayor: Thank you very much. And now Councilmember Heather Rose has sponsored Intro. 824.
 
[…]
 
Mayor: Thank you very much. And now Councilmember Jumaane Williams, sponsor of Intro. 606-b.
 
[…]
 
Mayor: Thank you very much. Okay, we will now sign these pieces of legislation into law.
 
[Mayor de Blasio signs Intros. 539-a, 824, 606-b, 1026-A, 1142-A, and 1231]
 
[Applause]
 
Alright, here we go. We got a lot more good stuff here. Now, we have two bills that will create a healthier and safer environment for infants, new mothers, and consumers. First, we have Intro. 1063-a, which I will sign at a later date. It requires certain agencies to make lactation rooms available to the public. Sponsor is Councilmember Robert Cornegy, at the request of Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams. There are so many health benefits that come with breast feeding for both babies and mothers, but many mothers continue to face barriers to breastfeeding. It’s our job as New Yorkers to make the city a breastfeeding-friendly environment. It is already the protected right of a mother to breastfeed in public. This bill will give women added spaces to express milk. The lactation rooms created under this legislation must be properly outfitted with an electrical outlet, a chair, and nearby access to running water. They will be available inside city health centers, job and SNAP centers, and more. Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will make a full list of public spaces with lactation rooms required by this bill available on its website.
 
Next bill – Intro. 697-a clarifies the Department of Consumer Affairs laundry licensing structure to cover industrial laundries, which commonly serve commercial clients and expands the structure to cover all laundry delivery services. The sponsor is Councilmember Ritchie Torres. It imposes minimum standards of hygiene for industrial laundries and requires both industrial laundries and delivery services working with them to maintain the functional separation of laundered and unlaundered materials. I want to thank Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito; our Health Commissioner, Dr. Mary Bassett; our Chancellor to Schools, Carmen Farina, ACS Commissioner Gladys Carrion, DSS Commissioner Steve Banks, Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams, again the sponsor is Councilmember Ritchie Torres. And now it’s my pleasure to introduce the Commissioner for Consumer Affairs, Lorelei Salas.
 
[…]
 
Mayor: Thank you, Commissioner. Thank you very much. And we will now sign these bills into law – or this bill into law.

[Mayor de Blasio signs Intro. 697-a]
 
Mayor: Okay, here we go. Our next bill makes important updates to New York City’s Energy Conservation Code, a set of standards for building energy use. Intro. 1169-a preserves our city’s current energy code while adopting recent changes made to the State’s energy code. Co-prime sponsors are Councilmember Jumaane Williams and Donovan Richards at the request of my administration. Nearly three-quarters of all New York City emissions come from our buildings. For the good of our earth, we must hold our buildings to the highest environmental standards as we work towards our goal of reducing emissions 80 percent by 2050. State law requires municipalities to enforce the state energy code unless the municipality adopts its own energy code that is overall stricter. This legislation not only brings our city’s code in to line with the state it also makes our more stringent. It strengthens our energy efficiency requirements for lighting in office and retails spaces and includes new provisions to prevent air leakage making buildings less costly to heat and cool. It also requires that certain newly built one and two family and multiple single family dwellings have solar-ready roofs. I want to thank Speaker Melissa Mark Viverito, Donovan Richards – Councilmember Donovan Richards – the co-prime sponsor. And now I’d like to introduce Department of Buildings Chancellor, Rick Chandler.
 
[…]
 
Mayor: Now it’s my honor to introduce Councilmember Jumaane Williams, the co-prime sponsor of the bill and the chair of the committee on housing and buildings.
 
[…]
 
Mayor: Well done. Bring it on down. We have one person here for public testimony, Daniel Noll of ACEC New York. Daniel come forward, offer your testimony please. Welcome.

[…]
 
Mayor: Thank you very much.
 
[Applause]
 
And we will now sign this legislation into law.
 
[Mayor de Blasio signs Intro. 1169-A]
 
Okay, and now the main event. Thank you everyone for your patience if you’re here for the street renaming. So, now we have Intro. 1227 which co-names 65 thoroughfares and public spaces across the five boroughs. This legislation has many mothers and fathers – many people who did so much to make it happen including, of course, Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito and 33 members of the City Council.
 
When we rename a part of the five boroughs it’s a very, very special moment – and it’s because we believe that someone has done something great and they have epitomized all that is great about New York City, so we honor them in this way.
 
Now, this process takes time and energy. Streets and plazas and bridges don’t get new names out of thin air. It happens because members of the community step forward. Family members, friends, colleagues come forward, and they write, and they call their Council members, and they let them know how important it is to remember their loved ones and their heroes.
 
Today is a well-deserved victory for everyone who is being honored, and for all their family members. And we first have to remember – in this group of very eminent and special people – we first have to honor and remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of this city, and there are several individuals being honored today who we will never forget because of what they did for all of us.
 
First, Lieutenant Theodore Leoutsakos – I’m sorry, I hope I got that right – 24-year veteran New York State Court Officer. He died from 9/11-related illness last year.
 
Next, Lieutenant Christopher Pupo – 14-year NYPD veteran who died from 9/11-related illness in 2012.
 
Detective Joseph A. Picciano – 10-year NYPD veteran fatally shot by a prisoner he was finger-printing on February 15, 1971.
 
And we also honor an FDNY lieutenant who served the department with distinction for 25 years, William “Pop” Marsh.
 
We honor also elected officials whose public service we so deeply appreciate and will not forget – Assemblyman Samuel Bea Jr., Senator Christopher J. Mega, and Judge Constance Baker Motley.
 
And we honor the dozens of extraordinary men and women who have made lasting contributions to our city. We want to thank Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, and I want to acknowledge the leaders who are here today from so many of the unions who represent our City workers, and for whom this is an important moment.
 
I want – and I’ll do them not in a particular order, just as they’re being handed to me.
 
Detective Nick Chaffey, from the Detective’s Endowment Association; President Lou Turco, of the Lieutenant’s Benevolent Association; Manhattan Trustee Vincent Speciale from the Uniformed Firefighters Association; Captain Derek Harkin, from the Uniformed Fire Officers Association.
 
We thank them all for being here.
 
All right, we will now bring forward to speak about one of those being honored – our Commissioner for the Department of Veteran Service and former Brigadier General in the United States Army, Loree Sutton.

[…]
 
[Applause]
 
Mayor: Thank you, Lori, for your exceptional enthusiasm at all times.
 
[Laughter]
 
Now on behalf of the NYPD, Deputy Commissioner Larry Byrne.
 
[…]
 
Okay, we are now going to hear from Council members, and I want to thank all the Council members for the work they have done to move forward these street re-namings and other re-namings, which are so important to so many people here in this room and in all communities in this city. I’m going to read the order in which the Council members will speaks – this is the batting order here – we will keep reminding throughout of when you’re next up. In this order – Councilmember Andy King, Councilmember Debi Rose, Councilmember Jimmy Vacca, Councilmember Vinny Gentile, Councilmember Matthew Eugene, Councilmember Daneek Miller, Councilmember Ruben Wills, Councilmember Inez Dickens, Councilmember Inez Barron, Councilmember Jumaane Williams, Councilmember Laurie Cumbo, and last but never least Councilmember Margaret Chin.
 
Take it away, Andy King.
 
[…]
 
Mayor: Thank you, Councilman. I want to thank everyone who provided testimony, and we look forward to signing the bill in a moment, and then we look forward to photos with all the family members and joining everyone together in this celebration. 
 
Before we sign the bill, just a few very quick comments in Spanish. 
 
[Mayor de Blasio speaks in Spanish] 
 
Now, we will sign the legislation for all of these street-namings. 
 
[Mayor de Blasio signs Intro. 1227]
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