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BOARD OF ALDERMEN.
STATED MEETING.
TUESDAY, June 30, 1896, 2 o’clock P. M.
PRESENT :
Hon. John Jeroloman, President.

John P. Windoiph, Vice-President, Aldermen Nicholas T. Brown, William E. Burke, Thomas |
M. Campbell, William Clancy, Thomas Dwyer, Christian Goetz, Elias Goodman, I'.mnk J.
Goodwin, Joseph T. Hackett, Benjamin E. Hall, Jeremiah Kennefick, l"rm)cw J. Lantry, F redcglck
L. Marshail, Robert Muh, John+]. Murphy, Andrew A, Noonan, John T.Oakley, John J. O’Brien,
William M. K. Olcott, Charles A. Parker, Rufus R. Randall, Andrew Robinson, Joseph Schilling,
Henry L. School, William Tait, Frederick A. Ware, Charles Wines, Collin H. Woodward, Jacob
C. Wund.

The minutes of the last two meetings were read and approved.

MESSAGES FROM HIS HONOR THE MAYOR.

The President laid before the Board the following message from his Honor the Mayor :

Crry o NEW YORK—OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, June 22, 1896. 70 the Honorable the Board
of Aldermen :

" GENTLEMEN—I return herewith, for amendment, resolution of your Honorable Body to pave
One Hundred and Eighty-seventh street, from Eleventh avenue to Kmgsbridge road, with granite
blocks, on the ground of the report of the Commissioner of Public Works that a concrete founda-
tion should be provided for. Respectfully yours, W.L.STRONG, Mayor.

Resolved, That the carriageway of One Hundred and Eighty-seventh street, from Eleventh
avenue to Kingsbridge road, be paved with granite-block pavement and crosswalks be laid at each
intersecting and terminating street or avenne, where not already laid, under the direction of the
Commissioner of Public Works ; and that the accompanying ordinance therefor be adopted.

Alderman Woodward moved that the resolution and ordinance be amended in accordance
with the recommendation of his ITonor the Mayor.

The President put the question whether the Board would agres with said amendment.
Which was decided in the affivmative.

On motion of Alderman Woodward, the paper as amended was restored to the list of General
Orders.

The President laid before the Board the following message from his Honor the Mayor :

Crty oF NEwW YORK—OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, June 22, 1896. Z0 the Honorable the Board
of Aldermen :

GENTLEMEN—I return herewith, without approval, resolution of your Honorable Body
providing for gas-mains in Mohegan avenue, from Samuel street to One Hundred and Eighty-firse
street, on the ground of the report of the Commissioner of Public Works that Mohegan aveuue and
the territory proposed to be lighted has not been regulated and graded.

Respectfully yours, W. L. STRONG, Mayor.

Resolved, That gas-mains be laid, lamp-posts erected and street-lamps placed thereon and
lighted in Mohegan avenue, from Samuel street to One Hundred and Eighty-first street, under the
direction ot the Commissioner ot Public Works.

Which was laid over, ordered to be printed in the minutes and published in full in the CiTy
R ECORD.

The President laid before the Board the following message from his Honor the Mayor :

Crry oF NEw YORK—OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, June 22, 1896. 7o the Honorable the
Board of Aldermen :

GENTLEMEN—I return herewith, without approval, resolution of your Honorable Body provid-
ing for gas-mains in Independence avenue, from Boston avenue to Broadway, on the ground of the
report of the Commissioner of Public Works that Independence avenue and the territory proposed
to be lighted has not been regulated and graded.

Respectfully yours, W. L. STRONG, Mayor.

Resolved, That water-mains be laid in Independence avenue, from Boston avenue to Broadway,
in accordance with the provisions ol section 356 of the New York City Consolidation Act of 1882,

Which was laid over, ordered to be printed in the minutes and published in full in the Ciry
RECORD.

‘I'he President laid before the Board the following message from his Honor the Mayor :

City oF NEw YORK—OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, June 22, 1896. 70 the Honorable the Board
of Aldermen :

GENTLEMEN—I return herewith, without approval, resolution of your Honorable Body pro-
viding for water-mains in Hunt avenue, from Bronxdale avenue to Sagamore street, on the ground
of the report of the Commissioner of Public Works that the City has no water-mains there, and
there is no appropriation to pay for water {rom private sources.

Respectfully yours, W. L. STRONG, Mayor.

Resolved, That water-mains be laid in Hunt avenue, from Bronxdale avenue to Sagamore
street, and in Sagamore street, from Hunt avenue to Unionport road, Van Nest, Twenty-fourth
Ward, New York City, under the direction of the Commissioner of Public Works, as provided in
section 356 of the Consolidation Act of 1882,

Which was laid over, ordered to be printed in the minutes and published in full in the CiTy
RECORD.

The President laid bzfore the Board the following message from his Honor the Mayor :

Crry oF NEW YORK-—OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, June 22, 1896. 70 the Honorable the Board
of Aldermen:

GENTLEMEN—I return herewith, without approval, resolution of your Honcrable Body
providing for gas-mains in East One Hundred and Seventy-second street, from Southern Boulevard
to Vyse avenue, on the ground of the report of the Commissioner of Public Works that East One
Hundred and Seventy-second street and the territory proposed to be lighted has not been regulated
and graded. Respectfully yours, W. L. STRONG, Mayor.

Resolved, That gas-mains be laid, lamp-posts erected, street.lamps placed thereon and lighted
in East One Hundred and Seventy-second street, from Southern Boulevard to Vyse avenue, under
the direction of the Commissioner of Public Works.

Which was laid over, ordered to be printed m the minutes and published in full in the Ciry
RECORD.

The President laid before the Board the following message from his Honor the Mayor :

Crry oF NEw YORK—OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, June 22, 1896. 7o the Honorable the
Board of Aldermien :

GENTLEMEN—I return herewith, without approval, resolution of your Honorable Body, to lay
gas-mains in Two Hundred and Thirty-fourth street, from Webster avenue to Grand avenue, Two
Hundred and Thirty-sixth street, from Webster avenue to Katonah avenue, T'wo Hundred and
Thirty.seventh and Two Hundred and Thirty-eighth streets, from Verio avenue to Katonah ave-
nue, and Two Hundred and Thirty-ninth and Two Hundred and Fortieth streels, from Verio avenue
to Martha avenue, on the ground of the report of the Commissioner of Public Works that the streets
and territory proposed to be lighted has not been regulated and graded.

Respectfully yours, W. L. STRONG, Mayor.

Resolved, That gas-mains be laid, lamp-posts erected, street-lamps placed thereon and lighted
in Clifford street, now Two Hundred and Thirty-fourth street, from Webster avenue to Grand
avenue, and in Opdyke street, now Two Hundred and Thirty-sixth street, from Webster avenue to
Katonah avenue, and in Qakley street, now Two Hundred and Thirty-seventh street, from Verio
avenue to Katonah avenue, and in Kemble street, now Two Hundred and Thirty-eighth sireet,
from Verio avenue to Katonah avenue, and m Knox street, now Two Hundred and Thirty-ninth
street, from Verio avenue to Mactha avenue, and in Holly street, now Two Hundred and Fortieth
street, from Verio avenue to Martha avenue, under the direction of the Commissioner of Public
Works.

Which was laid over, ordered to be printed in the minutes and published in full in the City
RECORD.

The President laid before the Board the following message from his Honor the Mayor :

Ciry oF NEwW YORK—OFFICE OF THE MAVYOR, June 22, 1896. 7o the Honorable ihe
Board of Aldermen :

GENTLEMEN—I return herewith, without approval, resolution of your Honorable Body to
lay water-mains in Independence avenue, from Boston avenue to Broadway, on the ground of the
report of the Commissioner of Public Works that the resolution is premature because it will require
the remainder of this year to finish the grading of Independence avenue and there are no houses
to be supplied with water on the line of the avenue.

Respectfully yours, W. L, STRONG, Mayor.

Resolved, That gas-mains be Jaid, lamp-posts erected, street-lamps placed thereon and lighted
in Independence avenue, from Boston avenue to Broadway, under the direction of the Commis-
sioner of Public Works.

Which was laid over, ordered to bz printed in the minutes and published in full in the City
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The President laid before the Board the following message from his Honor thesMayor :

Crty oF NEw YORK—OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, June 22, 1806, 70 the Honerable the Board
of Aldermen : . gl

GENTLEMEN—I return herewith, without approval, resolution of your II(_)nnmI)lc Body
providing tor gas-mains in Fleetwood avenue, from One Hundred and hm\'tnly-_lln.r«l Slrccl’ to A
point thiee hundred and fifty feet north, on the ground of the report of the Commissioner of Public
Works that One Hundred and Seventy-third street and the territory proposed to be lighted has
not been regulated and graded. Respectfully yours, W. L. STRONG, Mayor.

Resolved, That gas-mains be laid, lamp-posts erected, street-lamps placed thereon and
lighted in Fleetwood avenue, from One Hundred and Seventy-third street to a point three hundred
and filty feet north, under the direction of the Commissioner of Public Works. ) .

Which was laid over, ordered to be printed in the minutes and published in full in the CITY
RECORD.

ANNOUNCEMENT.

The President at this point announced that the joint Committees on Law Depariment and on
Streets would hold a public hearing in Room 16, City Hall, on Thursday, July 2, 18g5, at 2
o’clock p. M., for the purpose of taking into consideration the subject of applications for news-stands
under the stairs of elevated railroad stations.

REPORTS.

NEwW YORK, June 20, 1896. 7o the Honorable the Board of Aldermen :

The undersigned Special Committee, appointed June 2 inst. (see Journal, page 344) to *‘ ascer-
tain and consider what relief, if any, could be afforded by the Board to the grief-stricken citiz:ns
of St. Louis,”” beg leave Lo

REPORT :

That, immediately upon our appointment, we called upon his Honor Mayor Strong to obtain
information, if possible, as to the conditions prevailing at the time. The Mayor manifested
interest in our action and promised to keep us advised on all he learned from St. Louis, whether
through official sources or otherwise. Expecting response to a telegram of inquiry, his Honor sug-
gested deferring action until such response was received.

On June 4 the Mayor communicated with the Committee, as follows :

“Ciry oF NEw YORK—OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, June 4, 1896,  Hon. JOHN JEROLOMAN,
President, Board of Aldernen, New York City

“My DEeAR SIR —The telegram that I received yesterday from one of the leading jobbing
houses in St. Louis, emphasizing the great distress and suilering consequent upon the recent calamity
which visited that city, appeals to the generosily of the people of the City of New York for
assistance,

¢ Any action that you may take in sending out a request to the citizens of the City of New
York for aid, will be cheerfully seconded by me. Respectfully yours,

“W. L. STRONG, Mayor.”’

The information thus obtained and the newspaper reports conflicting to a marked degree,
together with the manifested disposition of the Mayor of St. Louis to avoid requesting or accepting
aid from ofher sources than {rom the citizens of his own city, led your Committee to hesitate in its
work.

As three members of the Committee were about to visit the afflicted city, it was

Resolved, That they be appomnted a Sub-Committee to make a personal call on the Mayors of
St. Louis and East St. Louis and thus obtain direct and positive knowledge on the exact situation,
and also the desire of the ofiicial authorities of the grief-stricken communities.

The report of the Sub-Committee speaks for itself and is as follows :

¢« NEW YORK, June 29, 1806. 70 the St. Lowis Relief Committee of the Board of Aldermen :

¢ The undersigned Sub-Commilttee, appointed with instructions to visit (while attending the
Republican National Convention) the Mayors of St. Louis and East St. Louis and ascertain what
the exact conditions were as to the necessity of general relief for the cyclone sufferers ot these two
cities, beg leave to

REPORT :

¢ That we have performed the duty assigned to us.

¢« Hon. C. L. Walbridge, the Mayor of St. Louis, informed your committee that ample funds had
been provided for immediate necessities, and although heavy demands were made and responded
to for present needs, the condition of affairs did not justify an appeal for aid at this time (o the
people of the United States generally. That while no financial assistance, voluntarily offered,
would be refused, the desire to confine the tender of relief to the local community of St. Louis, and
the ability of the business men to meet all present demands were so strong, that no request outside
of the city itself was contemplated.

¢« His Honcr referred your Committee to the Merchants’ Relief Association who had the matter
in its official charge.

¢ A call was made on said committee, the offer of our Board of Aldermen presented and the
situation fully discussed.

¢ The condition of affairs as presented by Mayor Walbridge was confirmed by the Relief Com-
mittee ; and with our assurance that New York City would respond promptly and favorably when-
ever necessity required it, it was mutually agreed that nothing ought be dene until an appeal to the
people of the whole country became necessary and was accordingly made.

¢ Our visit to Hon. Henry F. Bader, Mayor of East St. Louis, resulted in the same conclusions,
the situation being similar to that of St. Louis.

“ Your Committee was particular to impress upon the respective Mayors of the two afflicted
cities that we were prepared to inaugurate earnest measures for the collection of funds, commen-
surate with the well-known and merited reputation of our city for prompt response to all calls for
relief in time of need, but did not feel warranted in asking our citizens to contribute to a fund
unless there was urgent and ample necessity for it.

“In view of our conference and the results thereof, we recommend that no steps be taken in the
matter until further advice be received from official authorities of St. Louis and East St. Louis.

“CHARLES WINES, ELIAS GOODMAN, WILLIAM M. K.OLCOTT,”

We offer the following :

Resolved, That the recommendation of the Sub.Committee, contained herein and forming
part of this report, be and the same is hereby concurred in. . )

KResolved, That the St.Louis Relief Committee be continued in power, with instructions to
await advices for a reasonable period, and if none are received to report such fact to this Board with
request to be discharged from further consideration of the subject.

JOHN JEROLOMAN, CHARLES WINES, ELIAS GOODMAN, JACOB C. WUND,
NICHOLAS T. BROWN, FRANK J. GOODWIN, WILLIAM M. K. OLCOT'T.

The President put the question whether the Board would agree to accept said report and
adopt said resolution. Which was decided in the affirmative.

(3. 0.939.)

The Cummittee on Bridges and Tunnels, to whom was referred the application of the New
York and Brooklyn Railroad Company to construct and maintain a tunnel railroad under the sur-
face of certain streets, avenues and public lands in the City of New York, respectfully

REPORT : :

That they have carefully examined the plan of the tunnel railroad aforesaid, both as to its
location and mode of construction, as shown by the map and profile deposited with the Board of
Aldermen, and at a public mecting, called for the purpose, held June 29, 1896, listened to the
arguments advanced in favor of the same. No person appearing in opposition thereto

They conclude as follows :

That the proposed tunnel when constructed will be of the greatest public utility. The con-
solidation of New York and Brooklyn under one government emphasizes the need of a closer physical
connection between them. Every possible aid to rapid transit between the two parts of the greater
city should be invoked, and the construction expedited to the fullest extent consistent with the due
preservation of private aud public rights, It may not be too sanguine to hope that in the not dis-
tant future every considerable thoroughfare on either side of the East river will be directly connected
with its most natural extension on the other, either by bridges or tunnels. Whenever a’ proposition
to construct a bridge shall be presented to this Commitiee it will receive the most earnest attention,
with a desire to find it practicable. The great cost of the approaches, however, renders the con-
struction of numerous bridges unlikely, and the present application seems to bz the first practicable
effort upon a line which, if successful, we may reasonably hope will have many imitators.

There being no dissent from the main proposition that rapid transit with uninterupted commu-
nication between the castern and western parts of the greater New York is essential, and that a
properly bwlt tunnel will provide that rapid and unintercupt:d communicution, your Committee
examined the route of the proposzd tunnel railroad and its mode of construction and found, first,
that its route extends from Aunn street and Park Row, at which point the great north and south
lines of surface travel meet, in front of the Post-office, and within close proximity to the City Hall
and the centres of financial and commercial activities. From thence it extends eastward on private
property to be acquired by the railroad company, under Nassau, William, Gold, Cliff, Pearl, Water
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Front and South streets, and a corner ot Fulton Market under Pier No. 23, and thence under the
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