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NYC EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT’S LATEST jPREPARATE! EPISODE
HIGHLIGHTS WINTER WEATHER SNOW OPERATIONS WITH THE NEW YORK
CITY DEPARTMENT OF SANITATION

iPrepéarate! {Click to listen to episode 9}

December 13, 2021 — The holiday season is already underway, and with it comes colder
weather and snow. Last winter, New York City received 42 inches of snow. As we head into the
winter months, the New York City Department of Sanitation has 300,000 tons of salt at the ready
to remove snow and ice from approximately 6,500 miles of city streets.

On the latest episode of jPrepéarate!, NYC Emergency Management’s Spanish podcast, co-hosts
Inés Bebea and Yokarina Duarte spoke with New York City Department of Sanitation Press
Secretary Vincent Gragnani, on the department’s winter weather operations, the impacts of snow
removal on garbage and recycling pickup, and how composting helps New York City lessen its
carbon footprint on the planet. Gragnani also discussed the challenges of snow removal as more
structures are added to the City’s landscape such as bike lanes, bus lanes and permanent outdoor
dining structures from restaurants.

“The workers who clear snow from our streets are the same workers who pick up our trash and
recycling, and most of the plows we use are on the same trucks that pick-up trash and recycling.
It takes time to attach and remove plows from these trucks. So, depending on the amount of
snow we receive, we often have service delays,” said NYC Department of Sanitation Press
Secretary Vincent Gragnani. “We ask New Yorkers to tune into social media for updates on
collections schedules during and after snowfalls, and we ask for their patience as well as we
work to clear snow and remove trash.”

New Yorkers can track the progress of salt spreaders and plow vehicles by visiting PlowNYC,
and are encouraged to sign up for Notify NYC, the City’s free emergency notification system to
receive alerts on winter weather and its impacts. Sign up for Notify NYC to receive free
emergency alerts and updates in your preferred language by visiting N'YC.gov/notifynyc, calling
311 (212-639-9675 for Video Relay Service, or TTY: 212-504-4115), following
@NotifyNYC/@NNY CSpanish on Twitter, or getting the free Notify NYC mobile application
for your Apple or Android device.

In addition to Notify NYC, New Yorkers can learn more information about how severe weather
emergencies are affecting New York City and how the City’s response to winter storms and
other severe weather events by visiting the NYC Severe Weather website

at NYC.gov/severeweather.

You can listen to jPreparate! on SoundCloud or Spreaker.



https://soundcloud.com/user-576247678/preparate-episodio-9-se-destacan-las-operaciones-de-nieve-en-nyc?si=262614292baf43d092ff5f461a4c07b0&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://plownyc.cityofnewyork.us/plownyc/
file:///C:/Users/apennisi.OEMNYCNET/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/4I6RQV8G/nyc.gov/notifynyc
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyc.gov%2Fsevereweather&data=04%7C01%7Cibebea%40OEM.NYC.GOV%7C2f6532ff152b4f3fd4ca08d9b9b9d0d6%7Cb8fb6613a06147c78b960f31f251d8a6%7C0%7C0%7C637745029995534081%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=InSHLQGfhPXdkid0bi0gEbwdk4vhLFZUbxfLX9dZddE%3D&reserved=0
https://soundcloud.com/user-576247678/preparate-episodio-9-se-destacan-las-operaciones-de-nieve-en-nyc?si=262614292baf43d092ff5f461a4c07b0&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://www.spreaker.com/user/14676108/preparate-episodio-9-se-destacan-las-ope
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Profile

Vincent Gragnani serves as press secretary for the New York City Department of Sanitation.
Gragnani works with the department’s bureau of public affairs to communicate the critical work
of nearly 10,000 Sanitation employees in keeping New York City clean and safe, removing
12,000 tons of residential trash and recycling every day. Born in Chicago and raised in San
Diego, Gragnani has called Staten Island home for more than 16 years. He has worked in several
media and government roles, including as communications director for New York City Council
Member Debi Rose. He is currently pursuing a Master of Arts in liberal studies, with a
concentration in social and environmental justice from City University of New York Graduate
Center.
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