Mayor Adams Announces
Historic Investment of More than
$900 Million in Traffic Safety to
Turn the Tide on Traffic Violence
Crisis

Video available at: https://youtu.be/27DVZinWO80

More Than Half-Billion Dollar Capital Investment and Baselined Expense Funds Will
Advance Goals of ‘NYC Streets Plan’ and Deliver Safer, Healthier, and Greener City

With Significant New Funding Commitment, Mayor Adams Will Tackle Traffic Violence
Crisis — Protecting Cyclists, Speeding up Public Transportation, and Reclaiming Street
Space for Pedestrians

Administration Already at Work With New Safety Upgrades Beginning for Five Protected
Bike Lanes in Four Boroughs, on Track to Keep Promise of 20 Miles of Bike Lanes
Hardened by End of 2023

NEW YORK — New York City Mayor Eric Adams today announced a historic investment
of more than $900 million to tackle the city’s traffic violence crisis and deliver a safer,
healthier, and greener city for all New Yorkers. The Adams administration is committing
$904 million over five years — nearly $580 million in capital funding, as well as expense
funding that ramps up to more than $65 million annually, or $327 million over five years
— to advance the goals laid out in the ‘NYC Streets Plan’ and rapidly build out critical
street safety and public transportation infrastructure. With this major new investment,
Mayor Adams also today announced that the city was getting to work immediately,



https://youtu.be/27DVZinWO80
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/nyc-streets-plan.shtml

designating five protected bike lanes for physical infrastructure upgrades to protect
cyclists, drivers, and pedestrians.

Today’s major investment follows an announcement earlier this week that 150 streets —
covering a total of 300 blocks — are participating in the 2022 Open Streets program. It
also follows the administration’s plan — announced earlier this year — to redesign
1,000 intersections and the mayor’s urging Albany to pass local control and give New
York City the power to set speed limits and control automated traffic enforcement.
Today also marks the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Car-Free Earth Day, which
Mayor Adams and DOT Commissioner Ydanis Rodriguez kicked off with a Citi Bike ride
over the Brooklyn Bridge.

“This investment is a game-changer,” said Mayor Adams. “Too many New Yorkers
have lost their lives to the traffic violence crisis, and we are seeing cities across the
country struggle just like us, but this historic investment will allow New Yorkers to walk
and cycle around our city without fear. With this historic investment of over $900 million,
we are tackling this crisis head-on and setting the tone nationwide. We are going to ‘Get
Stuff Done’ and deliver safe streets for New Yorkers. This is how we save lives.”

“‘Expansion of car-free streets is a giant step towards aligning New Yorker’'s experience
with this fundamental truth: To save lives and our planet, streets cannot just be for cars
anymore,” said Deputy Mayor for Operations Meera Joshi. “Though we have the
most heavily driven streets in the nation, today’s action and historic investment show
the Adams administration’s deep commitment to ensuring this prime real estate is
available to all.”

“Car-Free Earth Day is a reminder that we can all do our part to shape a better planet.
We at the DOT understand we are experiencing a climate crisis, and we must act now,”
said DOT Commissioner Rodriguez. “This ‘NYC Streets Plan’ funding will both
support sustainable transit and curb the senseless violence on our streets. We thank
the mayor for this commitment and show of support for this important work.”

This $904 million investment will advance the statutory commitments of the ‘NYC
Streets Plan,” the transformative five-year vision to expand the mileage of bike lanes,
dedicated bus lanes and busways, and reclaimed pedestrian space on city streets. The
plan also aims to reform on-street parking and reduce the number of dangerous
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vehicles and drivers in New York City — building on work the city has already done to
stem the tide of rising traffic violence.

This five-year budgetary commitment surpasses the city’s statutorily obligated
commitment of $1.7 billion over 10 years.

Vision Zero

This new ‘NYC Streets Plan’ funding builds on the ongoing budgetary commitments to
curb traffic deaths. The city has committed nearly $3 billion in the Capital Budget, from
Fiscal Year 2022 to 2031, and roughly $200 million on average per year in the expense
budget. The city is already advancing the ‘NYC Streets Plan’ with projects that include
the more permanent redesigns of popular Open Streets, including 34th Avenue in
Queens and Berry Street in Brooklyn; a new linear park and sidewalk-grade bike lanes
on Queens Boulevard; and a host of bus improvement projects in the Bronx tied to the
MTA'’s Bronx bus network redesign.

Bike Lane Hardening

DOT crews have been working to meet the administration’s commitment to upgrade
physical infrastructure on 20 miles of bike lanes by the end of 2023. Mayor Adams
today announced an additional five bike lanes that have been selected for physical
upgrades, keeping the city on track to complete 10 miles of bike lane upgrades in 2022
and 20 miles in 2023. The five locations are:

e 20th Street, from 7th Avenue to 10th Avenue (Brooklyn)

« Northern Blvd, from 41st Avenue to Honeywell Street (Queens)
e Grand Street — exact limits to be determined (Brooklyn)

e 60th Street, from 1st Avenue to York Avenue (Manhattan)

e Southern Boulevard — exact limits to be determined (Bronx)

“For many New Yorkers, public transportation is an important lifeline, especially in
neighborhoods where buses are the only way to get around,” said U.S. Senator Kirsten



Gillibrand. “The investments being made, such as the addition and protection of bus
and bike lanes, in New York City streets will help ensure that all New Yorkers can get
around the city more efficiently and will help New York City improve its infrastructure in
an environmentally friendly manner.”

“‘New York City is such a dense and walkable city: Bicycling should be the perfect way
to get around here,” said New York State Senator Andrew Gounardes. “But for too
long, cars have held court over pedestrians and cyclists, and so many of us have lost
loved ones to traffic violence on our streets. I'm glad to see the mayor prioritizing this
crucial investment to make our city safer and more accessible and protect all New
Yorkers who drive, ride, and walk on our streets.”

“Vehicle-related death rates are skyrocketing in our city,” said New York State Senator
Brad Hoylman. “Transportation Alternatives reported a 44 percent increase in the first
three months of this year — a statistic that demands to be addressed. | applaud Mayor
Adams for his historic $900 million investment in traffic safety that rightfully prioritizes
pedestrians, cyclists, and public transportation. The implementation of the
comprehensive NYC Streets Plan could not be timelier, and | am confident the initiative
will help decrease these preventable deaths. In Albany, we must continue this work by
passing proven safety measures, like Sammy’s Law and the entire package of street
safety bills in the legislature.”

“Given the recent rise in traffic incidents, it’s clear that we need solutions to keep
people safe,” said New York State Assemblymember Kenny Burgos. “These new
investments to improve public transportation for buses and bring in additional bike lanes
are crucial to traffic safety and will make our city more environmentally friendly. | look
forward to seeing these improvements across the Bronx and New York City.”

“We are all aware of the unacceptable increase in traffic violence so far this year. | am
pleased to see the mayor making a strong commitment to protect pedestrians and
cyclists, while investing in key street safety and public transportation infrastructure,”
said New York State Assemblymember Deborah J. Glick. “Expanding and hardening
bike lanes and creating more dedicated space for buses are critical steps toward
ensuring public safety and moving us toward the goal of becoming a greener city. The
legislature will continue to do our part to address traffic violence, such as prioritizing the
passage of the Crash Victims Rights and Safety Act, including my bill to enact the Crash
Victims Bill of Rights, as well as my legislation to authorize school zone speed cameras



be in operation at all times of day, every day — and we are heartened by the city’s
efforts to tackle these issues.”

“Today’s investment announcement paves the way for better, safer, and smoother
alternate ways of getting around our city, which will lead to less traffic fatalities and
more mitigation of the terrible impacts that car emissions have on our environments,”
said Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso. “Thank you to Mayor Adams for
this important investment and further encouraging New Yorkers to leave their cars at
home and help our city become a healthier place to live.”

“‘Ending unnecessary injuries and deaths at the hands of traffic violence is crucial to
making our city safe and livable,” said New York City Councilmember Eric Dinowitz.
“I'm encouraged that Mayor Adams is not only a cyclist himself but is prioritizing the
safety of cyclists on our streets. It is also vitally important that the Department of
Transportation works hand in hand with local elected officials, residents, schools,
businesses, and other stakeholders to improve safety and meet the needs of our local
community.”

“‘Representing the Manhattan council district with the highest amount of traffic injuries,
this critical allocation of $900 million dollars is a historic investment by the mayor to
save lives and make the streets safer, healthier, and greener,” said New York City
Councilmember Julie Menin.

“Over the years, traffic and unlawful driving have cost the lives of too many New
Yorkers,” said New York City Council Member Keith Powers. “I'm glad to see Mayor
Adams address this crisis by allocating significant investment into our city’s public
transportation system and street safety needs. Our city is in constant motion — and we
must do everything to keep everyone on our streets safe.”

“‘Making the necessary investments to improve our city’s public transportation systems
and furthering the commitment to create safer streets are essential to bettering our
infrastructure to meet the needs of all New Yorkers, pedestrians and cyclists included,”
said New York City Councilmember Kevin C. Riley. “Mayor Adams’ significant
funding announcement is game-changing to moving forward with building more
sustainable, environmentally friendly communities for a better future. All New York City
districts, especially our underserved communities, deserve these initiatives that promote
equity in improving the quality of life for all.”



“‘New York City streets belong to all New Yorkers. That 59 people have been struck and
killed this year — 29 of them pedestrians— is deeply tragic,” said New York City
Councilmember Carlina Rivera. “This is an alarming 44 percent increase from this
time last year, and under no circumstances can we allow this trend to continue. The
mayor’s investment in street design and enforcement is a necessary step toward
reversing it, and we must continue to focus on making a safer, greener, and more
accessible New York City a reality.”

“This year has had the deadliest start to any year since the beginning of Vision Zero,
with an already 44 percent increase in traffic-related deaths this year. As a long-time
transportation advocate and after being hit in a crash myself less than a year ago, |
have been a vocal proponent of dedicating resources to design streets for pedestrians,
transit users and cyclist safety,” said New York City Councilmember Pierina
Sanchez. “The Bronx has only 3 percent of the city’s bike infrastructure, five times less
than we should on account of our population, and funding equity will be critical. |
applaud Mayor Adams for dedicating necessary resources to fund implementation of
life-saving interventions recommended in the Streets Master Plan, mandated by the
council’s Local Law 95.”

“We commend Mayor Adams for rightfully investing significant funding to reduce traffic
violence and putting the city on the right path for reclaiming the streets for pedestrians
and cyclists,” said Ken Podziba, president and CEO, Bike New York. “Thank you to
the mayor and Commissioner Rodriguez for tackling these critical issues so early on in
their tenure in the quest for a safer, healthier, and greener New York City.”

“We can’t drive our way out of the climate crisis,” said Julie Tighe, president, New
York League of Conservation Voters. “The New York League of Conservation Voters
is thrilled and thankful to see Mayor Adams and Commissioner Rodriguez leading us on
Citi Bikes for a fantastic ride to celebrate a car-free Earth Day.”

“The ‘NYC Streets Plan’ is a critical investment in our city’s future,” said Sara Lind,
director of policy, Open Plans. “Freeing New Yorkers from car dependency will save
lives, improve public health, support the millions of New Yorkers who rely on public
transportation, and help to mitigate the climate crisis. Reclaiming space for pedestrians
is a matter of equity — while only a minority of New Yorkers drive, every New Yorker
uses our sidewalks. We are all pedestrians.”



“We applaud Mayor Adams for his commitment to allocate $900 million to the ‘NYC
Streets Plan’ over the next five years,” said Eric McClure, executive director,
StreetsPAC. “This transformative investment in safer streets and improved public
transportation is absolutely critical to the city’s efforts to combat the effects of climate
change and will help accelerate our transition away from motor vehicles to greener,
safer, more sustainable forms of transportation. We look forward to supporting the
efforts of the administration and Commissioner Rodriguez and the Department of
Transportation to implement these initiatives and commend the City Council for its
crucial advocacy.”

“Today, Mayor Adams is sending a strong message to New Yorkers that our city’s path
forward is on streets for people,” said Danny Harris, executive director,
Transportation Alternatives. “The ‘NYC Streets Plan’ will be transformational for New
York and give New Yorkers safe, equitable, affordable, and sustainable options to get
around with more bike lanes, bus lanes, and pedestrian space. We applaud the mayor
for this historic funding commitment and look forward to working together to fast track its
implementation, especially to our neighborhoods most in need.”

“This historic investment in the ‘NYC Streets Plan,’ including the massive expansion of
Open Streets across the city, will improve transit times, save pedestrian lives, and
reduce our carbon footprint,” said New York City Councilmember Shekar Krishnan.
“‘Representing 34th Avenue Open Street here in Jackson Heights — our model Open
Street across New York City — | know how transformative pedestrian safety and open
space can be. | applaud Mayor Adams for his commitment to safer, transit-friendly, and
environmentally-friendly streets for all.”

“This is a welcome announcement from the mayor to do the critical work that the
Council and advocates have been calling for to improve street safety for New Yorkers,”
said New York City Councilmember Lincoln Restler. “We deserve a safer, more
sustainable city with protected bike lanes, more busways, and more dedicated
pedestrian space.”

‘I am very concerned about traffic violence, especially as the first quarter of 2022 has
been deadlier so far than the start of any year since the city launched Vision Zero in
2014,” said New York City Councilmember Gale A. Brewer. "Residents of the Upper
West Side contact me constantly with concerns about street safety. | commend Mayor
Adams for his commitment to make our shared streetscape safer for pedestrians,



cyclists, and drivers. The ‘NYC Streets Plan’ came about because we know that we
must be intentional about designing and redesigning our streets to make them less
dangerous, and this significant investment of funds will build the necessary
infrastructure to keep New Yorkers safe.”

“On this Earth Day, we commend the Department of Transportation, Mayor Adams, and
the administration for taking these bold steps that will help make our streets safer, while
immediately leading to significant quality-of-life improvements for millions of New
Yorkers,” said Shabazz Stuart, founder and CEO, Oonee. “In the long term, removing
cars from our streets and bolstering sustainable transportation alternatives will help
contribute to a greener, healthy climate that will benefit the city for generations to come.
This is a great step forward."
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