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Errol Louis: Good evening, welcome to Inside City Hall for Monday, December 13, 2021. I’m Errol Louis. In just under three weeks, New York City will get a new Mayor as much of the City's political guard changes on New Year's Day. Mayor de Blasio, who will be stepping down after eight years, is going to be focusing on his statewide endeavors as he eyes a run for Governor. During his two terms, while things were looking up for many years, then the pandemic hit devastating much of our city's economy, at the same in time, the crisis on Rikers Island grew, street fatalities surged as well. Mayor de Blasio's here now to talk about his time as Mayor, the city's recovery, and much more, joining me in studio today for the first time since the pandemic began last year. Welcome back, very good to see you in person. 
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: It's great to be here. This place is looking great, Errol. 
 
Louis: You're just as tall as I remember you.  
 
Mayor: It's true. The pandemic has not affected my height. That’s a true statement.  
 
Louis: This is true. Well, actually, I did see you over the weekend, in fact, I want to start by thanking you –  
 
Mayor: Yes – 
 
Louis: For spending some time with some teenagers we brought to City Hall. This is the Brooklyn chapter of Jack and Jill, the teenagers there, they are on the steps of City Hall, and then you welcomed us inside, and we showed them around. We showed them the Council Chambers, which were empty, but you took them into the Blue Room where you're doing your daily briefings, all of that stuff. And more importantly, you answered questions, and I will tell you, teenagers including my son, they are not easy to impress, but I think they liked you. 
 
Mayor: That's the nicest thing you could tell me, because that was a tough crowd. They were, they were asking very pointed, smart questions and I hope I showed them a little something.  
 
Louis: Well, you know, you did. In fact, I mean, I got to tell you – I mean you gave them an answer, I'm sitting in the back and I'm thinking you're going to tell them, you know, I don't know, you know, study hard and, you know, do what your parents tell you or something – which you never mentioned – 
 
Mayor: By the way, that would not be a winning message.  
 
Louis: You didn't bring that up at all by the way. But in answer to one thing that you were asked, you did say that something you learned from serving in City Hall is that the substance of a policy, the truth of the police is inextricably connected to the, for lack of a better word, salesmanship of the policy. That you've got to get people organized. You've got to get them excited. You've got to get them bought into a policy if you want it to succeed. We certainly have seen that with public health, but I was thinking – I thought about it afterwards – and I was thinking, isn't that the basic job of a politician anyhow, whether it's an activist or a government leader, that you've got to get people organized, you've got to get them on your side.  
 
Mayor: It's interesting. It is, of course, the analogy I used with the young people and talked about one of my mentors, Bill Lynch, who you knew really well, and, you know, who used to say earnestly good government is good politics, and there's a truth in that. But I have to tell you kind of – I've updated my understanding of that, because I think an area I could have done better at was not just winning a policy, but getting more of that buy-in. And I think I believed in the beginning that the actual results would speak for themselves and in truth, I mean, there's a certain naïveté in that, to be honest. We know, for example, the first six years this administration crime went down, but there were still times when people felt unsafe and Bill Bratton used to say this, you know, addressing the perception in some ways is as important as addressing the reality. And I kind of bristled when I'd hear that, I'm like, wait a minute isn't our job to create the reality for people, but let's be honest, especially in the age of social media and all, it is an additional challenge to sort of stay ahead of the perception and work to create that buy-in. And I think I should have put more of my energy there. Now that's easy to say in retrospect, kind of Monday morning quarterback, in truth eight years flew by. So I – whenever I say to myself, I kind of kick myself all the time, oh you could've done this, you could have done that, you could have done that different, on the other hand, like where were you going to find the time and energy. It would've taken away from something else.  
 
Louis: Right. Right.  
 
Mayor: And I feel great about the accomplishments, the things that we got done for people, but I would counsel anyone figure out that balance because doing it's not always enough, people have to feel it. 
 
Louis: Okay. Let's talk about some business of the day and then I want to get back into a larger look at your eight years in office. The safe injection sites. We did not get a chance to talk about it. They've been criticized on a couple of grounds. They've been criticized because the leading sites are – or the, the experimental first sites – are in East Harlem and Washington Heights, as opposed to where I was walking around today in Midtown West, where you actually see people injecting drugs on the steps of the post office, you know, that like there's stuff happening out in the open and for a lot of different reasons, it would seem to me though like that would be the logical place to put them. Why East Harlem and why Washington Heights? 
 
Mayor: It is only the beginning, these two sites. And it's a beginning, not only for this city, but for this country. These are the first overdose prevention centers in America. There have been very widely used in Western Europe, in Canada for decades, and here's the most striking fact, decades and decades, tens of thousands, maybe hundreds of thousands of people will have gone into them, and not a single overdose death the entire time, all these countries. Now as of today, since these two centers opened just a few weeks ago, it's 28 overdoses have been reversed, and I'm quite certain, I'm sad to say it had some of these individuals not been right there with medical personnel was –  
 
Louis: Yeah –  
 
Mayor: We probably would've lost some of them. So the proof of this is what matters most, starting at proving it, and then expanding to other areas. These two organizations, these two nonprofits, community based, long term in the community, were the ones that were ready and said – and came forward and said, we want to be the ones to start this. So as others are prepared, absolutely it will extend out to other parts of the city, and I agree with you, Midtown West is the kind of place that that would benefit, but remember it's important to be where the need is. That's a central piece of it.  
 
Louis: Right, right. I mean I don't know enough about the mechanics of it, but I would, you know, as an observer who travels around the city, I'm thinking where they are is where you want to be and where they are is, you know, downtown, they're not up in the neighborhoods necessarily.  
 
Mayor: No, I would tell you – 
 
Louis: Where they are is everywhere. Let's put it that way.  
 
Mayor: First of all, it's very sad. Second of all – that there's truth in what you say – second of all Department of Health, very much it was not just the two organizations, it was also crossed - in terms of making decisions – sort of cross analyzed where the need was. Unfortunately, there's a tremendous need in East Harlem. There's a tremendous need in Washington Heights. And – but the good news in this sad situation is if we can prove that this model works here in New York City, here in the United States America, and expand it over time the right way, you're talking about first dozens and then hundreds and then thousands of lives that will be saved.  
 
Louis: You said that this is a first in the nation effort, one of the reasons is first in the nation is that in other jurisdictions it's been declared a violation of federal law. I'm thinking about Philadelphia in particular where it was attempted – they attempted to do it under Tom Farley, our former Health Commissioner here in the city, federal government sued them, case went all the way to the Supreme Court, and it was upheld that, yes, you do not have a right to do this. There is a federal law that stops organizations, including nonprofits, from setting up a place where people are going to use illegal drugs. 
 
Mayor: The Law Department would interpret it I think a little differently. That at the time, the Trump administration brought a case that was continuing, and I know there was real intention in Philadelphia to start these centers. I spoke to Mayor Kenney, who I have a lot respect for, but things have changed, and this was the moment to now put this into action. We did a lot of conversations with federal and state officials before we acted. But the bottom line here, especially – look we saw the opioid death skyrocket during COVID and what a horrible reality of COVID that, you know, is bad enough what COVID did to people and to families and their lives lost, but then all these other horrible ripple effects. So, nationally over 90,000 deaths last year from opioid overdoses in America, we've got to do something different. It's the highest we've ever had. So I say make it very personal here. Think about any family who has someone who's addicted in that family, and fears all the time that that person may overdose and be alone, and you know, in a stairwell somewhere, in a bathroom of a fast food restaurant, and no one should have to think that way. While someone's gripped – you know, gripped with addiction and trying to find a way forward, hopefully, let them be in a medical facility where there's a constant conversation about getting treatment and getting into a better situation, and I do think this is going prove itself very well quickly –  
 
Louis: I understand how the situation has changed, but has the law changed as far as you're concerned? 
 
Mayor: Well, our Law Department, which is, you know, pretty renowned around the country, interprets the law differently from the beginning that it's meant to inhibit criminal drug trafficking, not medical treatment. 
 
Louis: You’re - did they tell you, in effect, look, if it had been the last administration, if it had been the Trump administration we might be in trouble legally, but we don't think the Biden administration is going to sue us the way the last administration did.  
 
Mayor: We had real dialogue with the federal government and the state government before making our decisions, and I'll let them all speak for themselves, but we had confidence in our interpretation of law. We definitely felt their approach would be different than it would've been in the past, and clearly the law is not directed at stopping medical personnel from intervening to stop an overdose. So – 
 
Louis: And I mean, one last critique is that in some ways these seem like a gift to dope dealers, right? You know, they – now they know where there are people battling the sickness called addiction, that they know where to find them, and there are sociopaths who are willing to sell more poison to sick people, and now they know where they can go and they can actually do it sort of without fear of being stopped by the cops.  
 
Mayor: I would say it's the other way around for a couple of reasons. First of all, tragically, the dealers are finding their customers already. This is too obvious considering how many people are addicted and the number people were losing to addiction. But no, we're going to be very clear about the need. Each organization needs to have strong security of its own, but also close working relationship with the NYPD for the exterior areas. And no someone who's selling, that's illegal, that's a crime, and the NYPD is, you know, vigorous about addressing it. What we try not to do is penalize someone who happens to be addicted, that person needs help, they need treatment, and they need to be alive to get the treatment. This is what we got to be honest about. Just it's a very, very painful and tough situation, but the more we can have a conversation as a society, just openly acknowledging, okay, there's a real addiction problem in this society, opioids is just one piece of a bigger series of addictions. But this one, especially with the presence of fentanyl out there, I mean, it can kill you at any given moment. We all want to save our loved ones. If they die of an overdose, you're not able to get them treatment after that.  
 
Louis: Sure, but I mean, do we agree then that one of the key metrics that you would want to watch is not just overdose deaths that you've prevented, but people who actually then get treatment, which hopefully is also available on site. 
 
Mayor: That's the key point. Absolutely. It is both. And the history around the world is because you have a chance for medical professionals and substance misuse professionals to have the dialogue right there with someone and to win their trust, which is a lot of it, you do see a lot of people go into treatment who otherwise would just be living a solitary life of addiction and running the risk of that fatal overdose at any given moment. So I get it. I actually struggled myself in the beginning, Errol, when this conversation first came up, I asked the sort of human questions of everyone I talked to and said, how does this not somehow encourage addiction or accept addiction, et cetera. And really when I saw the facts, when I heard that not a single overdose death after 30 years of these centers around the world, that convinced me that if we don't do it, we're losing lives we could have saved, and yes, there's got to be follow through around the treatment. I think in a lot of cases we have proof of that, but you know, this is a classic case that the status quo was not working at all. It was time to try something new.  
 
Louis: Okay, all right. Stand by Mr. Mayor. We are going to take a short break. We'll continue our conversation with Mayor de Blasio in just a minute. Stay with us.  
 
[…] 
 
Louis: We are back Inside City Hall. I'm talking with Mayor de Blasio, who's joining me here in the studio. We've been doing this segment for a little bit more than five years, and this was  
 
Mayor: Time flies.  
 
Louis: - your decision, your innovation. A lot of, you know, different mayors do it differently. You decided to do it this way. What made you decided to do it this way? 
 
Mayor: Look, I think part of it was a recognition that in my first years I needed to find more ways to have a dialogue, a public dialogue. Certainly, you know, you and I have known each other a long time. I appreciate the approach you've taken. And I appreciate the role NY1 plays, because NY1, to me, I remember when it first started when I was working for David Dinkins. And sort of this – the real difference of having it part of the city's life, you know, compared to what we had before. So, NY1 was an obvious place, given that history, given – knowing you, the way you go about this work. But I needed to do more to communicate with people. And, you know, I think, in the beginning – again, I'm self-critical – in the beginning, you know, we had some great successes, pre-K, and paid sick leave, and we settled the labor contracts, and all sorts of great things, but I wasn't spending enough time communicating either with the media or in communities. I turned to a lot more town hall meetings, which was a great, great thing. This, obviously, the weekly appearances on WNYC. And it's been very healthy. It's been better. But I had to, kind of, learn by experience I was missing something.  
 
Louis: Okay. Very interesting. I want to ask you – I was going to ask you – the question says, what's your proudest achievement? I'm going to say, what's your second proudest achievement, because I think -3K, pre-K probably has the top spot.  
 
Mayor: It does have the top spot. Yeah, it's my policy true love. You know, I don't grade them after that one versus another. But what I can say is the fight against income inequality, today we issue a report that show that the bottom half of New Yorkers in terms of income gained income in a very meaningful way during these years, because of all the ways we put money back in the pockets of working people and lower-income people. Whether it's things like pre-K, 3-K, after school, gave parents back money, paid sick leave gave back money, affordable housing gave back money, all the labor contracts – there's so many different ways. And that – if you had to crystallize what I came here to do, it was to fight inequality and reverse what had been a long trend of more and more money going to those who are already doing very well and less and less reaching the hands of working people. And look, we've gotten a huge number of people out of poverty. Over half-a-million New Yorkers have come out of poverty during my administration – more to come. So, that, to me – you know, that sense of satisfaction, that was the mission. And was it perfect? No. But you will remember, Errol, you're a student of all this, that I got more questions in the beginning than I could count – how could a mayor do anything on these things? 
 
Louis: Sure.  
 
Mayor: Wasn't it just, you know, the federal reserve, and national – and I kept saying, yeah, those things are crucial, but you'll be amazed the tools we have right here in New York City. 
 
Louis: Which of those things moved it the most? I mean, you didn't mention, you know, increased minimum wage or the rent freeze, which made a big difference – 
 
Mayor: Which were huge. 
 
Louis: – before the pandemic. Which of those moved the needle the most? 
 
Mayor: It is a great question, which I'm sure the folks who have put out reports this week could probably answer clinically. I mean, if you're talking about sheer dollar figures, nothing was more powerful than affordable housing. If a family got a guarantee, for example, they’re not going to pay more than 30 percent of their income for housing. That is probably the single biggest. And, you know, that that plan is now going to reach almost half-a-million New Yorkers already, and then many more in the years to come. If you're talking about out, you know, taking away an expense that people shuttered to figure out how they could deal with, obviously, pre-K is a great example. Because parents looking at $10,000, $15,000 per kid, where are they going to be able to pay for that? Going from that and often making the choice, therefore, not to put the kid in a learning environment, because they couldn't afford it, to it being free and universal – huge. I mean, the changes we may would rent, the rent freeze, the other things we did to make the rent law stronger in Albany, that's reaching over 2 million people every year. Different amounts for different people or – you know, and different scale. But what I love about it, Errol, is it all was to one purpose and it proved – and this should be now remembered for the future of the city. This city can fight income inequality. We do have a lot of tools. We’ve got to be bold enough to use them.  
 
Louis: Well – and yeah, I mean, it goes without saying though – and I would like to hear your reaction to this – which is that you did all of that without increasing taxes on the wealthy, which was supposed to be the way you originally saw it playing out. 
 
Mayor: And I still think that's needed in the State of New York, because there's so much more to do.  
 
Louis: But is it though? I mean, if you did all of this good without – without the tax increase.  
 
Mayor: We did a lot of good. And you're right, we did it without that tool. But that's another tool that needs to be used, because, right now, in the plan I've put forward for the state, which I truly believe would revolutionize education in the state – it says, you know, every kid, 3-K, pre-K should guaranteed for every child in the state. You should be able to stay in school until six in the evening when your parents get off work. You should be able to have a guarantee of summer. If summer education and other programming works for you, 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM. Well, that's going to cost some real money. The only way you're going to get that is raising taxes on the wealthy. This is as a state with, you know, well over 100 billionaires who did very, very well during the pandemic. And I think that really puts a point on it, that, even in the worst of times, our billionaires in the state continue to flourish. I think it's absolutely fair to ask a little more of them. 
 
Louis: Yeah. Okay. I mean, are you open to the idea that you could get some of the same results that you saw in New York, statewide? Even if the legislature doesn't increase taxes the way you're suggesting? 
 
Mayor: Well, as we know with pre-K, I'm happy to say I'm pragmatic enough that if you can get the money one way or another to do a good thing, I'm happy to just do the good thing. But I am saying, part of income in equality is an incredibly unfair tax system that was much more fair in the 50’s and 60’s. I like to say, during the time of the socialist administration of Dwight Eisenhower – 
 
[Laughter] 
 
You know, our tax code was much more balanced and required a lot more of the wealthy. And it showed in this country, we had some of the best income equality and investment in our society that worked. We do need to under any scenario have more tax fairness. The wealthy not paying their fair share. And when they do, a lot of other changes will be possible. 
 
Louis: This is slightly self-interested, but one of the tools that hasn't been used as aggressively as some of the other ones, has been CUNY, the City University, which is an unbelievable engine for moving families into the middle class. It's been looked at up, down and sideways. They do more than, you know, the entire Ivy League. They do more than almost any other public system, as far as moving people from the lower quintile solidly into the middle class in a matter of, you know, 48 months.  
 
Mayor: Yes.  
 
Louis: In a in a lot of cases. You know, you've seen them, they're demonstrating now, they're talking, as they always do, about how they're getting shortchanged by a system that they've done so much to help build. 
 
Mayor: Correct. Correct. And it's because of the ownership structure. And I actually spoke at CUNY the other day at Roosevelt House at Hunter College on this very topic. We fought a battle over the last few years – one thing I'm really proud of, we got the State of New York to actually recognize its responsibility for the MTA. And that took a lot of doing. And then, once the responsibility was assigned publicly, you saw the State – you know, now we've had two governors in a row jump and to show that they're owning the MTA and doing things about it. Well, the parallel has not occurred with CUNY. It actually is controlled by the State. And yet, the State treats CUNY like a stepchild. I think there's two solutions. Either the State shows the fervor it should for CUNY as that engine to get people to the middle class and a huge strategic part of how we make New York City and New York State better. Or, turn it over to the City of New York and provide the appropriate funding to go with it and let the City run it as a strategic compliment to the Department of Education. Either would be good. What we have now doesn't work.  
 
Louis: If you're the governor, what would you do? 
 
Mayor: I would start with the assumption that if the State would actually own the responsibility, it could be an incredible step forward from CUNY. And again, strategically, CUNY is the place that we grow the middle class. And it's also – I remember very vividly – Errol, you'll appreciate this one – I was just about to take off, I talked to a lot of people in the tech community. And they said, hey, let's be clear, a lot of the talent we need, we don't need them to come from the Ivy League. CUNY would be great if they were teaching the kinds of subject matter we need. We helped to fund from the City two-year programs in STEMS subjects, because they said just that would give a bigger work – you know, a bigger pool of workers who could be part of our very thriving tech industry. So, the City did that. CUNY didn't do that, you know, from the State level. The City said, okay, there's an economic opportunity for everyone, let's double down on it. I'd like to see the State of New York do things like that.  
 
Louis: Okay. What is something important that you just didn't get to in the last eight years? What are the things that, you know, you and Chirlane are going to, you know, while you're walking along some sandy beach or, you know, on vacation someplace are going to, you know, sort of say, damn there's one we – that really got away from us. 
 
Mayor: First of all, it's very perceptive recognition of how Chirlane and I think, because we will kick ourselves at some point for some we missed. And also, that is part of what we do talk about. You know, we have lovey-dovey moments, but we also walk along the beach and we have talked about, well, that worked, or that didn't work, or why didn't we think of this? That's a really good question. I think I'm really satisfied – if you take the initial platform from 2013, and you follow it through, there's a really good hit rate there. You know, we really got to a lot of the things we wanted to the most. But there's some areas I look at – you know, I'm struggling to sort of pull the obvious one out right now, but I'd say I have had the frustration, certainly in these last months in particular, I thinking, oh, if we had more time, you know, we could have delved more into something and gone and farther with it. But I don't – but I don't dwell. And I'll tell you, it's interesting, some reporters have asked the, sort of, what's your regret on this, regret on that? And I often don't speak in terms of regret on purpose, because I don't see it that way. I am self-critical, and some of that I keep to myself, but I actually think it went better than we thought it could. And yeah, we had some good economic times, but then we also had a pandemic. I mean, we got both ends of the spectrum. But in terms of, could this City government, kind of, move in some of the directions we hoped for? Well, certainly pre-K was surpassed, because we never even intended 3-K. And the income inequality – the fight against income inequality, well, now we have proof a lot of it worked. Thrive is a great example. Thrive was not in the platform. It was – Thrive occurred out of every conversation we had about homelessness, incarceration, dropout rate kept coming back to mental health. And we said, wait a minute, then we need something structural to address this. So, we actually end up farther down the road than we expected. 
 
Louis: And you are handing off to an administration that can pick up some of what you wanted to do or go in an entirely different direction. As somebody who came in, going in, in many ways, a different direction than your predecessor – 
 
Mayor: Yes.  
 
Louis: Which of the things that you think are special are you most hoping that Eric Adams will continue?  
 
Mayor: Well, look, I feel a bond with Eric Adams personally and politically, which I think is different than we've seen for well over half-a-century in this town. It's a pretty well-known fact, I was trying to help him in many ways during the primary, and that there's also a bond humanly. You know, we're both Brooklynites, too. We share a lot of values. So, I do want to frame it – I think the history's kind of been missed here, that most of these transitions have not been friendly at all.  
 
Louis: No, no, no. Each mayor usually tries to undo half of what their predecessor was up to. 
 
Mayor: And I think it's not just a human friendliness. I think there's a lot of shared history and vision. I think Eric will be able to take to the next level, for sure, police-community relations, public safety. I think he'll be able to – I believe we built some strong foundation, but I do believe he'll be able to surpass. I think there's a lot of kinship on education, particularly the focus on early childhood. And my hope and my belief is, he will be able to go deeper. The younger we go the better, for example. So, you know, and certainly in the fight against income equality we're very kindred. And he ran a campaign all working people, and his own personal struggles, and his family's struggles. So, I think the anti-poverty efforts, the efforts to help working people, I think there's going to be a lot of synergy there with what he wants to do. So, I don't think it's the, sort of, oh, let me tear it down and show I'm doing something different. I think he's got a world of possibilities. For example, what he's going to do on health, informed by his own experience, which is powerful.  
 
Louis: Yes.  
 
Mayor: I love what we did with things like guaranteed health care and the way we create a grassroots strategy to fight the pandemic. But I think he's going to bring a public health sensibility that will deepen that and particularly on things he's passionate about, about, sort of, intrinsic ways to fight some of the diseases, diabetes and other diseases. I think that's going to be very good for the city.  
 
Louis: Do you have a sense that you're, in effect, going to get sort of a shot at extra innings by running or becoming Governor of the State? Meaning, a lot of these questions – the CUNY-SUNY one, for example, would mean that you get to pick up some of the same questions. Same with the MTA. 
 
Mayor: Well, I like the baseball analogy. But look, I started doing this work, you know, when I first joined the campaign of David Dinkins in 1989. And so, to me, I feel like it's almost like an unbroken chain. A lot of the ideas David Dinkins stood for, you know, I've tried to pick up and rework for these times and build upon. And I want to stay in public service. And I certainly will say, at the State level, you can do what we've done here and more. And there were times where we couldn't do what we wanted to do, because the State was not willing to be a partner. So, it feels like a continuity, for sure, to look to the next level. That is not a formal announcement. I just wanted to share that with you, because I could see that look in your eye. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Louis: No, no – I'm not bothering with any of that stuff. You can say you're not. I think we all know what’s about to happen.  
 
Mayor: You're too good to ask.  
 
Louis: I think we all know it's about to happen. And, interestingly, you're trying it sequentially, unlike Koch, who tried to run while being mayor. Or, Giuliani, who sort of tried to run for Senate while he was mayor. If you're doing it sequentially, it's a different kind of a question that we really haven't faced. I'm not aware of anybody who sort of tried to go from one to the next.  
 
Mayor: Well, I think, except for Koch – and I was thinking about this today, I don't know who was the last example before Kotch to begin with – whether sequentially or un-sequentially. But you're right, this is a different reality. If one we're speaking hypothetically, it is a different reality to have completed your term. But look, to me, what's amazing in these last days – you know, there’s a very human quality in this work. And you know it. And I've been connecting with a lot of people and trying to really be extra thankful, because we were an unlikely and motley band when I ran in 2013. And, you know, my favorite way of describing it is to say, well, for most of that campaign, I was in fifth place, but it was the strongest, fifth place you've ever seen. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
You know, it was like a vibrant, aggressive, muscular fifth place. And a lot of people came along, you know, just on some kind of faith, and a lot of people were incredibly kind and helpful when they didn't have to be. And then, the group that gathered around that became our team. We had a reception at Gracie for some of our senior leadership a week or two ago. And I said, just instinctively, I said, wait a minute, please raise your hand if you've been in the – the whole eight years in one form or another. You know, have been on the whole journey? And like, half the hands in the room went up. And it struck me that just, people gave their all. And that included arguably the two toughest years that public servants have ever been through in this city with this pandemic. So, I am feeling tremendous gratitude at the people who cared enough to make all this happen. And as – you know, Chirlane and I, someday we'll walk on that beach again, as you alluded to, and I think we just feel – we don't – we feel tired, of course, in one way, but we feel more gratitude. More than anything, just a sense of the kindness and goodness of people along the way.  
 
Louis: As a wise man said, it's – you know, the City's bigger than anyone administration, right? Or, any one mayor. 
 
Mayor: You are remembering your history. And that's for damn sure.  
 
Louis: Okay. Well, thanks very much. We're going to talk again next week, but great to see you one more time in person.  
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