THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 27, 2021, 4:45 PM
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AT THE ASIAN
AMERICAN PACIFIC ISLANDER HERITAGE MONTH CELEBRATION
Mayor Bill de Blasio: Thank you so much, Kaushal. And thank you for your leadership and the
great work you do, and so many people do here. Everybody, this is a perfect place to celebrate so
much good that's done for the community. And we've been through so much, all of us. I
remember the last day of 2020, and there are a few days I have felt more joy and more
satisfaction than when we got to say goodbye to 2020, start a new year, begin a year of hope and
change. And we've been seeing now the city coming back, Chinatown coming back, all our
neighborhoods coming back. We can feel the life coming back into our city. We can feel people
getting back together again. There's hope in the air. There's recovery in the air. And that makes
me so proud of this community and this city.
So, it's a good time to be getting together. It is a good time to be celebrating the Asian American
and Pacific Islander community of this city that went through so much just with the pandemic –
just with the pandemic. Remember – and I don't think I have to say it anyone here – the impact
of the pandemic, the discrimination, the loss that was felt by small businesses, that was
happening well before it was felt in other communities in this city. So, the pandemic alone hurt
the AAPI community deeply, but then came these horrible acts of violence that are so
unacceptable in a city that is for everyone. You know, as New Yorkers, we are special. We really
are. It's our attitude. It's our swagger. It's our spirit. But it's also because we believe in a city for
everyone. This is who we are. We believe this place was meant for everybody. And our AsianAmerican community helped build New York City, starting centuries ago. The impact is not
recent. It goes back in the deep fiber of New York City what this community has contributed.
So, these attacks have pained us all. The notion of people living in fear in their own city, that's
not acceptable. And we've all done a lot. In fact, today, we announced grants to community
organizations to create community patrols, people working together in solidarity across different
communities to defend each other – people of all communities, standing shoulder-to-shoulder
with the Asian-American community to stop the hate. So, we have to remember, it is a month to
take stock, it is a month to reflect, it as a month to celebrate. It's also a month of solidarity and
common cause.
As we get close to the end of this month, we also want to celebrate the good that has been done
over years and years by community leaders, by community institutions. And here we have one of
the best examples you'll find anywhere in New York City. Charles – you can clap for that –
[Applause]

Charles B. Wang Community Health Center is everything you could ask for. It is a place that
gives people hope. It is a place that serves the whole community, regardless of people's means. It
is here for everyone. It has made a difference not just this year, but for decades and decades. And
when COVID hit and the world was overwhelmed, this center was always open, always open – a
credit to both of you and a credit to all the good people that work here. Let's give them a round
of applause too.
[Applause]
So, we're saying nowadays, as we celebrate, there's no stopping New York. There's no stopping
New York. There's no stopping the Charles B. Wang Health Center. There's no stopping
Chinatown. There's no stopping us. We won't let anyone stop us or hold us down. All I can say is
when we celebrate, it gives us a chance to realize our strength. Here in this community, this
center is a source of tremendous strength. It's a source of hope. It's a source of pride. It's some
someplace people know is always there for them, and that's really worth celebrating.
So, I have a proclamation I'm going to provide. I love giving out proclamations because they
look so cool. Look – and they also appear in my hand, just like that. Did you see that?
[Laughter]
If you were looking over here, you're like, wait a minute, how did that happen? Well, here it
is. And I'm going to read it on behalf of 8.5 million New Yorkers as we celebrate this month, this
glorious month. This is a very fitting place to give this tribute. So, I'm going to ask Jiming Liang
to stand right there before your own remarks. You and I will stand – first, let's give the
photographers their chance. Hold on, I should put this on.
We're not going anywhere. Now, if you would continue to hold that for one moment, because I'm
going to point out the best part. Every proclamation – they great, they're official, they’re on
behalf of all the people, and this part is where we talk about why we are celebrating this
organization, but the end is the best part, always. The end, these last sentences are – therefore, I,
Bill de Blasio, Mayor of the City of New York do hereby proclaim Thursday, May 27th, 2021, in
the City of New York as Charles B. Wang Community Health Center Day.
[Applause]
[…]
Mayor: I just want to say, we really need to appreciate – you said something extraordinary.
40,000 vaccinations – 40,000 vaccinations that is worth a round of applause. Well done.
[Applause]
Well done. And to – thank you for your incredible work, your incredible contribution. And to the
founders, it is totally an honor, I have to say. To think, I can picture 1971 street fair in my mind
and people just wanted to help their community. And here we are, we're all still here half a
century later in this beautiful, amazing center. We give you such honor and Thanks. And we
need to take a picture with you. Come on over.
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